
 DECLASSIFIED 

• 
MARINE r·1EDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON-163 

Marine Aircraft Group-16 
1st Marine .1I.ircraft T'Ying, FI1F, Pacifio 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 
3:DMG:dmg 
5750 
Ser: 03A33566 
1 December 1966 

From: Commanding Officer 
Tot Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group-16 

Subj • Command Chronology, 1-30 November 1966 (U) 

Ref: (a) GruO 5750.1 

Encl: 4.1) Command Chronology, 1-30 November 1966 
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Marine 11edium Helicopter Squadron-163 

1-30 li1o~ember 1966 

r~CAF, HUE PHU BAI, Republic of Viet-Ham 
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A. PART ONE - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Commanding Officer and Staff 

• 
3cDMJ:dmg ,7,0 
1 December 1966 

a. Rocco D. BIANCHI, LtCo1., Commanding Officer, 1-30 Nov 66 
b. Joseph P. BENO, r-Taj., Executive Ofi'icer, 1-30 Nov 66 
c. Daniel V. HcDONAID, Maj., Operations Off! ear, 1-30 Nov 66 
d. Thomas J. COUPER, Maj., Material Officer, 1-30 Nov 66 
e. Albert AYRES, Maj., MAintenance Officer, 1-30 Nov 66 
f. John E. CARROLL, Maj., Aviation Safety Officer, 1-30 Nov 66 
g. Forrest E. ~'lALKJ1:R, C<!pt., NATOPS Officer, 1.30 Nov 66 
h. Robert L. THIEN, Capt., Administrative Officer, 1.30 Nov 66 
i. James R. FOlPTLER, Lt., USN(MC), IvredicalOfficer, 1-30 Nov 66 
j. Floyd H. HURLBUT, Capt" Intelligence Officer, 1-.30 Nov 66 
k. Frank CAUGHEY, IstLt., Custodian, &CO, 1-30 Nov 66 

2. Task Organization 

8. Location - ~rCAF, Hue Phu Bai, Republic of Viet .. Nam, 1-30 Nov 66 

3. Average Month~ strength 

Marine 

Off Enl 

Navy 

Off 

1 

Enl 

3 

4. Irrportant Visitors 

a. None, during the reporting period. 

B. PARI' TIro ... NARRATIVE SUIIj}'JARY 

1 Nov 66 - Normal combat operations in the Dong Ha/Phu Ba1 area, 
consisting of resupp~ and administrative flights. Three 
search and rescue sorties were flown, one VIP flight for 
a code 5 TIerine Officer, and a recon insertion , .. ere flown 
for a total of 53 sorties and 20.1 fligbt hours. 

2 Nov 66 - Operations conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bai area, ,nth 
one VIP flight and routine resupp~ and admin flights being 
flown. One recon extraction and an aerial recon mas 
conducted in the Phu Bai area, lihile two battle medevacs 
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tiere flo1iJn at Dong Ha. The squadron flew a total of 
l49 sorties for 41.4 hours. 

3 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bni areas, 
consisting of 19 medevacs, only one of l~hich liaS in the 
Dong Ha area. Of the 37.4 hours flown at nang Ha, most 
missions were resupply, carIjl"ing a total of 6.2. short tons 
of cargo, lmile one aoditional armecl escort was flown. 
The squadron flew a total of lP2 sorties for 69.4 hours. 

4 Nov 66 - Opere.tions were conducted in the ;;ong Ha/Phu Bai areas, 
consisting of normal resupply and arlministr8tive runs, 
tdth 49 me~evac flia,hts being flown evacuating 45 casualties. 
The squa~ron flew 210 sorties for a total of 79.5 hours. 

5 Nov 66 - Operl"'tions l"ere conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bai areas, 
't'I:tth the majority of 1/onl:' Ha missions being resupply runs 
oarrying 11.0 short tons of careo. Sixty-three (63) battle 
evacs t-lere flown carrying 197 personnel, while .23 medevacs 
were launched to evacuate 15 personnel. The squarron flew 
a total of 161 sorties for 48.1 hours. 

6 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bai areas, 
with missions consisting of resupply and recon insertions. 
In the combined area, 10 medevao missions were launched 
to evacuate 9 personnel, while 522 passengers were carried 
along with 8.2 short tons of cargo, this being accomplished 
in a total of 220 sorties and 58.6 flight hours for the day. 

7 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bai areas, 
wi th 22 medevacs being launched to evacuate 10 personnel, 
and normal resupp~ and admin runs carrying 221 passengers 
and 4.6 short tons of cargo. The squadron flew 167 sorties 
for 53.1 flight hours. 

8 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bai areas, 
consisting of normal resupp~ miSsions, 4 medevacs, 1 recon 
insertion and 2 recon extractions. There was also an aerial 
recan overflight conducted, with a total of 192 sorties and 
67.5 flight hours being flown for t he day. 

9 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in the Dong Ha/Phu Eai areas, 
with missions including resupply and 16 medevacs. Six 
battle evacs and 100 other passengers were carried, while 
a recon flyover, a recan extraction, ad min and VIP flights 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
3:DTIn:dmg 
5750 
lDecernber 1966 

made up the bulk of' the remaining flights. Two pilots 
1-1ere wounded in support of' a recon extraction in the 
Pbu Bal area. It. total of 15B sorties were flotm f'or 5B.O 
hours. 

10 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in both the Dong Ha and Phu Ba! 
areas, uith 5 medevac sorties, a recon overfly, admin and 
logistic troop lifts accounting for 21.4 hours in the Dong 
Ha area, in support of 3rd. ~Tarine Division, while 11 medevac 
sorties and a recen insertion, a flyover and one VIP flight 
for a flag officer and photo team, plus nO.I"1Tl1al Admin and 
logistics flights comprised the total of f'light time in the 
Phu Bai area. Combineo operations accounted f'or 158 sorties 
and 56.0 hours flight time. 

11 Nov 66 - Operations were conoucted in the Dong Ha/Phu Bai areas, 
consisting of' resupply and aerial recon flights. A recon 
insertion Has flown in support of I Corps, and hro (2) PO"{rJls 
t-Ters removed to Phu Bai f'rom the northern areas. Flight time 
for the day consisted of 136 sorties for 61.0 hours. 

12 Nov 66 .. Operations conoucterl in the Deng Ha!Phu Ba! areas, l1li t.'1. the 
primary mission being the emergency extraction of' a Recon 
Company caught on a sand bar on a flooding river. Another 
emergency request was complied 1.Ji th when the squa.dron flet-r 
urgently needed medical equipment to the Dong Ha area from 
"A" Med in margin8.1 '!rJeather. TQtal f'light time for the day 
f/i)B 32.3 hours. 

13 Nov 66 - Operations were performed in both the Dong Ha and Phu B~i 
areas, tnth resupply missions moving 11 short tons of cargo 
and 178 passengers. In the Phu Bai areas, 3 ]acon Team 
insertions and 4 extractions were performed, tf.ith 3 medevacs 
also requested. Total sorties/hours tv-ere 136 :for:-;g1',7 hours. 

14 Nov 66 - Operations were conducted in the Phu Bai area, amounting to 
resupply and admin liaison flights, with one medevac launched 
to bring an ARVN vroman to itA" med then to Hue Hospi'bal Vlith 
mertar inflicted Hounds. A recon insertion was made and 
one aircraft was lost over mter due to engine failure, 
there were no co.sualties amoung the crew. Flight hours for 
the day totaled:nl.5 hours. 
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15 ~Tov 66 - Operations conducteCl in the f'hu Jd arBa, consisting of 
4.3 hours of flight time for resupply missions to Hill 91a~ 
and the evacuation of 1 Ll1VH battle casualty. L search and 
rescue mission for tile crew of a sunken mD.ft boat ~ms flOt~ 
vJi th the aircre1'1 completing a spectacu1nr re seue l'Ji. th a 
CreT;J1/lEll going into tte lvcter to aid the boatcreJ·r. Poor 
l~ather reduce6 d~i~ flight time. 

16 Nov 66 - Operations conducted in t..l1e Phu Bai area l,yere i'our:::emergency 
medevacs flol:JYl and completed clasp! te poor "tmather. Tt-1O Recon 
te31lls l'rere extracted "r.i. th the aircraft being fired upon by 
small nrTfls. In the ~Jong flo. nren, 2 medevncs lJere f10lm, one 
receivin~ automatic weapons fire in the Ll., injuring the 
copi lot and crm;)' chief" hot-rever the mi ssion "ras completed. 
The other medevnc wns hit l-li th intense smnll arms ane' auto­
matic l-TeapOns fire while on1oac1ing a UGl1C battle casualty in 
a fo~~rd area LZ, resulting in ~lphn nama~e to the aircraft 
although the creu ::>nd evacuees aseaped unh8rmeCl. Normal 
resupply I1nc nclmin liaison fJi~hts 117ere flm:Jn for a rlaily 
total of 31.3 hours. 

17 Nov (J,-- Opemtions in the Phu Bai aren Here corrrpriser1 of four Pecon 
insertions and one extraction tilth fliqhts receiving nuto 
ueapons fire on one of t he extractions. FoUl' e1'llereency mer'l­
GVf.'CB nerB flmm evacuating 7 battle cQsoolties, lJhi1e 105 
~assenp,ers rrnd 2., short tons of careo ~mre c~~rie~ on troop 
lifts and nOI'J1l..al resupply runs. Sorties/time for the day 
UB.S 45.3 hours and 96 sorties. 

18 Nov 66 - nue to POOl'" ne['iher, flight time lV'a s reduce('l to 22.9 hours 
in the dong Hn/Phu Bai areas, beine limited to no~a1 resupply 
an("l light troop lift Tflissions. 

19 Nov 66... 1'7argina.l T;leol?t.her rec4uced flight capnbilities, uith 13.1 hours 
bein::; flot!n supporting 3rd r1El:r~ 17, 8n0 the extrnction of t't-Jo 
1]ec:m TenIDS. One mec1evac carrieCl a tfounc'lea / n~.rN to Hue 
hospU,nl, and a survey team t-JaS inserted llnd extracted on the 
completion of their mission. 

20 Nov ff.... Operaticns con(lucte~ in the Phu Bcd/nonlr Lia C'.reas 1-Jere 
hampered by ueether, permittine 1.6.4 hours to be flo~m at 
Phu Bni in support of 3 racon insertions. One Q00itional 
flight for routine mec1evQc 't·ms fIm·m. At 1)ong He., 54 sorties 
cDrryine 43 passengers 2nn 3.7 short tons of c~rgo Here carried 
fur a totel of h2.8 hours. 

21 Nov ff- - Limi. ted operat~~ ons vTcore conClucted at Phu :3ic1i for a total of 
13.9 hoUl'S flmm. One emergency anti 1 priority medevac uore 
flo~m evacuBting 1 va and I .4i~I7N casualty. 
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22 Nov 66 - Inclement weather in the Phu 'lai/Dong Hs areas curtailed 
flight operations to a total of 1.1 hours flolm, for 
mede'Vac purposes removing one (1) US casualty" and 1 
resupply mission to Hill #18O. 

23 Nov 66 - Operations connucted in the Phu Bai/Dong Ha area uere 
primarily resupply and troop lift to the Dong Ha area. 
One Recon insertion l'\JaS flown and a Recon flyover '"as 
accomplished for a total flight time of 55.7 hours for 
combined operations. 

24 lJov 66.. Flight operations in the Phu Bai area accounted for 
21.5 hOl'rs 01 the daily total, being flown primarily 
for the purpose of medevac's. Normal resupply and admin 
liaison flights were made, plus one aerial recon flight. 
Total flight time for the day uas 51.4 hours. 

25 Nov 66 - Inclement 1t1eather kept flight operations to a minimum, 
unth three medevac launches in the Phu Bai area, for a 
total of 13.6 hours, while at Dong Ha, no flights Here 
flo"m. 

26 Nov 66 - Flight operations were nearly non ... existant, l·rith a local 
test for a total 0.4 hours being the only time flom for 
the day. All other operations I'Yere ueathered out. 

27 Nov 66... Inclement weather held flight operations to a total of 
2.9 flight hours, flown for test and one light resupply 
mission. 

28 Nov 66... Operations in the Phu Bai/Dong Ha areas accumulated a 
total of 15.0 flight hours, consisting of an attempted 
medevac in the Phu Bai area that did not complete the 
mission due to extreme 1'1Elather conditions, and normal 
resupplY in the Dong Ha area. 

29 Nov 66 - Operations .. ~re connucted in the Phu Bat/Dong Ha arEas, 
1-1i th normal resupply" a medevae and Recon insertion, and 
convoy transport taking place in the Phu Bai area. At 
Dong Ha, 81 sorties liTere flown for a total of 24.6 hours 
with a combined total of 62.6 hours for all operations. 

30 Nov 66 - Operations in the Phu Bai area consisted of resupp~ 
missions" recon insertions and extractions and the evacua­
tion of ttiQ (2) VC prisioners. Total time for the day was 
30.1 hGurs flo~m. 
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a. The squadron experienced a slight decrease in personnel 
over the month. ,The number of Officers on hand decreased due to combat 
attrition, ",v'nile'the number of enlisted personnel increased. Total number 
of personnel on hand as of 30 November 1966, were 55 Officers, including 
one Naval I'1edieal Officer, and 167 enlisted, including 3 Navy Medical 
Corpsmen. 

2. Administration. 

a. No significant events 

3. Awards. 

a. During the month, there were no awards ceremonies. 

b. There were three Officers promoted to Captain, during the 
month. There were no enlisted promotions. 

4. Casualties. 

a. There were four casualties during the month, three (3) Officers 
were injured due to direct enemy action, and one (1) enlisted injured by 
enemy fire, all four occurring while engaged in flight operations. 

5. Civic Action. 

a. No significant events. 

6. Morale/Welfare Programs. 

a. No significant events. 

7. Informational Services. 

a. During the month of November, an ISO Correspondent/Photographer 
team arrived from 1st MAW, and 'lrlaS engaged in a series of operational 
reporting regarding HMM~l63. 

8. Intelligenoe/Counter-intelligence. 

a. No significant events. 
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9. Air Operations 

a. Flight Hours - 1205.5 hours flolm. 

b. Flights/Sorties - 572 flights/2393 

c. Passengers - 4129. 

d. Cargo • 6S0.1 short tons. 

10. Special Operations ... None 

11. Ground Defense 

• 

sorties. 
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a. The Squadron Ground Defense Officer and Squadron Security 
Officer commenced implementation of a modification to the perimeter 
defenses of the squadron area. A new ground defense plan ~vas dravm up 
and is being evaluated. 

12. 1mC 11arfare - No significant events. 

13. Training 

a. Ground training for enlisted personnel was conducted in the 
following subjects: 

(1) Interior Guard. 

(2) M-60 Mach1negun Familiarization/Firing. 

(3) Technical training by shops. 

14. Logistics - No significant events. 

15. 11otor Transportation - No significant events. 

16. Haintenance - No significant events. 

17. Avionics - No significant events. 

18. Base development - Enlisted quarters were rebuilt by I'WB-l to 
ensure permanent" leakproof" coI1lfortab1e living accomodations for fifty 
percent of the squadrons enlisted complement. Metsl roofed huts t-Jere 
built to replace 10 tent covered structures. Additional huts lv.ill be 
constructed as materials become available. 

19. Communications/Electronics .. No si~nificant events. 
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D. PAm FOUR - SUPPORTING nOCID-lENTS 

a. None. 
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