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Marine Iv'ferlium Helicopter Squadron-16~ 

1-31 January 1967 

MeAF, HUE PRU BAI, Republic of Viet-Nam 
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A. PART ONE - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Comman~ing Officer and Staff 

a. Rocco D. BIANCHI, lLtCol., COImnanding Officer, 1-31 Janua.ry 1967 
b. Joseph P. BENO, Major, Executive Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
Co Daniel V. McDONALD, Major, Operations Officer, 1-31 JanuAry 19f7 
d. Thomas J. CO:ll1PER, I'1ajor, Material Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
e. Albert B. AYRES, Hajor, JVlaintenance Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
f. John E. CARROLL, N[ajor, Aviation Safety Officer, 1-31 Janua.ry 

1967 
g. John W. BOYAN, Captain, NATOPS Officer, 1-31 Janu~ry 1967 
h. Robert L. THEIN, Captain, Administrative Officer, 1-31 January 

1967 
i. Jam.es R. FOloJLER, Lieutenant, USN(MC), Medical Officer, 

1-31 January 19f.7 
j. Floyd "VIT. HURLJUT, Captain, Intelligence Officer, 1-31 January 

1967 
k. Frank CAUGHEY, lstLt., Custo0ian, S&C, 1-31 January 19f7 

2. Task Organization 

a. Location - rvrCAF, Hue Phu Bai, Republic of Viet-Nam, 1-31 January 
1967. 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

Marine Navy 

Officprs Enlist.ed Officers Enlisted 

56 208 1 3 

4. Iflportant Visitors 

a. None, durinfo this reporting period. 

B. Pf\RT THO - NARRATIVE SU1vTM"ARY 

1 Jamwry 1967 - Bar! weather causecl the cancellation of flyinr- in t.he 
Phu Bai an0 Dong Ha areas. One (1) emergency medevac mission was C0111Dlete(l 
in the Phu Dai area. 

2 January 19£1 - Two (2) menevac missions were flOlm in the Phu Bai 
area. Major CmPER le0 bot.h flights evacuating eight. (8) emerrrency casualties. 
Normal operations conciucted in t h~ .. nong Ha area with b'TO menevacs being 
completed. 
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3 JR.nuary 1967 - Bar ,·mather causer-] the cance1l8tion of normal flight 
operations in the Phu Bai area. One merlevac mission was attempten, but 
aborten, due to the weather. Normal operations lvere conrlucterl in the Dong 
Ha area 1.vith one medevec mi ssion being comolet ee'! and a passenger transfer 
being completed hte in the day by Major AYRES. 

4 January 19f7.. Bar >feather causer1 the cancell[ltion of routine flight 
operations in the Phu Fai area. One merlevac mission len b;r Maj ~fCf\nNI\.Ln, 
evacuating two RVN personnel anr hJO civilians ,'JaS completed. In the 
Dong Ha area, in spite of marginal weather, Major AYHES completec a recon 
overflight and two recon team insertions ann two recon team extractions. 
nuring the extraction of one team, automatic weapons fire was receiver. 
The All-v fire was believed to be .50 calibre, however, no hits were taken 
aboarcl the aircraft. Ttoro msevac miscions were also completed, evacuating a 
total of four (4) us casualties. 

5 January 1967 - Flying l~.S limite~ in the Phu Bai area to one meoevac 
mission evacuatine; one civilian 'oJith gunshot 1"0unCl S. In "'onp.: Ha, the flyinr: 
was again limited by marginal flying weather. Major AYPli'S le0 flights 
completing three recon OVerflights ano "bro recan team extl'actions. Three 
meoevac missions were attempted, 1uth two completeo ann one aborted rue to 
the weather canoi tions. TvJO ar1ministrative flights were also completed. 

6 January 1967 - Flyinr in the Phu Bai area >V'as Jimitec riue to weather 
conr1itions. .A shuttle of merevacs to the hospitRl ship REPOSE was completed, 
while two recom team extractions an0 one recon team insertion was flovm. 
Three meoevacs were also flown. Normal operations were conrlucted at nang 
Ha, with one recon overflight being led by Colonel MARTIN (CO, ~G-lf ~'ID) 
flying co-pilot for r·1ajor AYRES. After this aerial recon flio;ht, Najor 
AYR"'S then led a flif.:ht to insert four recon teams, two of c-rhich r1rew fire 
in the lanrling zones. YF-16 receiver1 11 hits r'lurinPo one attempterl insertion, 
ann I1ajor AYRH:S, nho was the aircraft commpnner, fleH it bel ck to ilong Ha 
with two wounded aboard, a 1'Gcon te~m member and his gunner. At "onp Ha, 
Ha,ior AYRES procured another aircrp.ft Ana then led the flie-ht on an emerf"ency 
recon extraction of the team just. inserteo, lThich loraS completeri '·Tit-hout 
further incident. 

7 January 19f7 - "Heather C!1USAn the cancell"tion of flir;ht operations 
in the Phu Bai arAa this (late. Four mer1evac missions were completed, 
evacuating eighteen (H~) emergencyancl one priority casualty. Norrral 
opera-r ions rrrere conducter" in the Dong Ha area ~ \vith Major BENO leading a 
flight completing three recon team insertlons ancl two extrActions. One 
insertion han to be aborted due to small arms fire being receivec1 in the 
LZ, however, no hits were taken on the aircraft. Five (5) medevac missions 
1-161'e complcted 9 evacuating- 4. RVN personnel and six civilians. 
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8 January 1967.. Normal operations .,rere conc'lucterl in the Phu lai Drea, 
with Major MCDON~LD le~0ing a flight on four recon team insertions and 
one extro.ction. The flight NBS rliverterl from one insert to an emergency 
me(levac and small arms fire .,as received from a suspectec'l sniper. One US 
battle casualty l'11aS evacuated. T'!JQ other merlevac missions were floml, ,-lith 
one being aborterl due to weather, anrl the other completing the evacuation 
of one US casualty. In the Dong Ha area, "leather limited the operations 
to one medevac mission which evacuated one US casualty. 

9 January 1967... T"!eather caused the cancellation of operat"ions in 
the Phu Bai area, though tl-JO mec'levac missions "Tere IGunched with one aborting 
<'Iue to weather, and the. second eV2 cuatinr, a l~arine Hi th appenrlici tus. 
Recon teRm insertions were conructerl in the Dong Ha anr Khe Sahn areas. 
Three teams lisre extracte<'l and one insertion l-laS aborted cue to w0'lther. 

10 January 1967 - "fTeather limitecl operations in the Phu Bai area to 
three emergency medevac missions. Captain BOYAN led all three menevacs 
and reccivec1 small arms fire while picking up a civilian evacuee Hi th head 
lnJuries. The lead aircrElft receiverl six (e') hits, C'nr1 the ch?so aircraft 
receivecl two (2). Eo injuries to the crews. The other two meclevnc missions 
evacuated two RVN personnel an(l two civilians. Normal operations were 
conducted in the nong Ha areas, with two medevac missions being flovm. 
Hajor CARROLL led a flip.;ht on two recon extract.ions an(l one recon team insert­
ion. Recon overflights, and ad~inistrative flights constitutecl the remaining 
operations. 

11 January 1967 - No flight operations in the Phu Bai area this rate 
Clue to weather conditions. Flying in the nong Ha areas were limited to 
throe medevac missions evacuatine: four (4) us personnel ,me' two (2) ARVN IS. 

12 January 1967 - Flying wcs Umited in the Phu Bni an~n t.orlay, ro,;_th 
]\1ajor SN,ff~R.AS leading a flight to insert one recon team anc'l extract another. 
Small arms fire was received on the extraction, h01i8ver no hits were scored 
on the aircraft o T1tJO medevac missions 1\TeTC completed, one being a night 
medevac which reported fire being taken as it approached the ?'one, no hits 
Here taken. Normal operations were conducterl in the ~ong Ha area, ,vith Major 
ClIRROLL leaning a flight on recan team insertions lvith Colonel MARTIN flying 
as co-pilot. Three teams were inserted, and one insert v.T8 s aborted 0ue to 
inavailability of sui table landing zones. Fire was received on the one flO1in 
medevac, but. the aircraft c1irl not take hits, and clicl ev<,cuate 5 us casualties. 

13 January 1967 - Uarmal operations were conducterl in the Phu Bai art-:a 
this r1ate, Nith rV(~jor BENO leading a flight on t.hree recon team insertions 
ano a recon overflight. Fire 11178S receiverl on one teE'm insertion, ho'"ever 
no hits ',Jere taken. Three meoevac missions were flown evacuating three 
casualties. Normal operntions ,\Tere conructec1 in the nong Ha area, 't-Jith 
four (4) medevac missions being flown evacuating thirteen (13) casualties. 
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14 January 1967 - Normal operations conducted in the Phu Bai area, 
conai sting of six 16) medevac missions beine; flown, evacuating tvrenty-two 
(22) personnel. Normcl operations conducted in the Dong Ha area where two 
recon team insertions anG two extractions were completed. Small arms fire 
was received on one insertion, hOlvever, no hits Here taken.. IvTaj or SAMARAS 
launched with Colonel MARTIN as co~pilot for an emergency extraction of a 
recon team reporting heavy contnct. The team was extracted unrer intense 
fire, hOv18ver no hits lfere tnken. Two aclrli tional medeva c mi ssions were 
flol~ evacuating a total of nino (9) ARv~ personnel. 

n. Najor Genem.l ROBERTSHAW presented the Purple Henbt Medal to 
2ndI.t. R. M. NJE nne! Sgt. D. M. G~ER in an unofficial ceremony at HMN-163 
Hearquarters this dnte. 

15 January 1967 - Flight operations were limited in the Phu Bai area 
this ~ate, being restricted to emergency medevac missions in support of 
I Corps, due to inclement weather. Eighteen (18) casualties were evacuated, 
4 us, 14 ARVN personnel. Flight operat,ions were cancelled at Dong Ha, due 
to weather. 

16 January 1967 - Flight operat,lons nt both Phu B2.i nnd Dong Ha "tv-ere 
curtailed due to weather. At Phu Bni, seven (7) medevac missions carried 
six (6) emergency and twentyeone (21) priority casunlties. At Dong Ha, 
four recon inserts were floVl'll and two retractions lv-ere made by Major 
SAMARAS during the afternoon. 

17 January 1967 - Hith improved weather in the Phu Bai area, the 
insertion of three recon teams an~ the extraction of one ad~itional team 
was permitted. Major MCDONAID led the insertion flight, and while making 
an aerial recon of the area for a suitnble LZ, noted the presence of enemy 
troops. The insert Was aborten and an air strike called in. One emergency 
meClevac waS flown eVQcuating 4 ARVN casualties. lJ'!e8ther c2.ncelled flight 
operations at Dong Hao 

18 January 1967 - Flight operations were again hampered by weather. 
11110 operational missions were flo~m in support of two recon extrf:1ctions, 
l~ile three medevac missions evacuated thre emergency and one priority 
caSUalty. At Dong Has operations consisted three insertions of recan teams; 
three extractions and three medevac flights, evacuating 3 US, 4 ARVN and 
one civilian casualty. 

19 January 1967 - Flight operlltions iwrr,> limited in the Phu Bai arACl., 
weather permitting only one medevnc mission nnn nn anministrr:>tive fliryht 
from Dong Ha to Phu Bni. At nong Ha, flights consisted of menevacs to IT'ove 
2 US casualties from Dong Ha to the TJSS Rli:POSE, and to €V!1cu~te 9 ARVW's. 
Najor SAMARAS led & recon flight inserting three te&ms an(l ext.r:)ctinp.- tMO 

a0 c1i tionG 1. 
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20 January 1967.... Due to 1'\Tenther limi tationsl flying HDS restricted to 
shuttle flights from "AIiMedical to the hospih.l ship USS RF.POSE, moving 
fifty (50) personnel. Afternoon clearing permi Uea normal operD tions incluoing 
resupply of Hill #230. Two emergency medevacs were flo~n for 1 US, and 4 
ARVN casualties. During the early hours of the morningJ/ the HUE PHU BAr 'T'AOR 
was mortared by a suspected platoon of Viet Cong, from within I! miles of the 
airfield. Thirty-five (35) rounds Here fired, none damaging HMl'1-163 aircraft 
or injuring HMM-163 personnel. Ready reaction forces were alerted and 
security doubled, with no further incic1ent. At Dong Ha, Mnjor MCroNALD led 
b recon overflight and an insertion flight for two recon teams, extracting 
two ad~itional teams. 

21 January 1967 - Ive.;1ther limited flying to the nfternoon hours nt 
Phu Bai, permitting four recon insertions ann two extractions, and other 
normal flight cornmi tments. Major BENO led the insertion flight and received 
fire from entrenched small nrms positions, though the n ircraft took no hits. 
Fi ve emergency medevacs ,rere flown to evacuate three ARVN personnel and one 
civilian to Hue Hospital. Three priority medevD.cs lifted six US casunlties 
and one VC prisoner. 

22 January 1967 - v.Jeather curtailr>d flying in the Phu Bai nrna to 
emergency medevac flights for t he evacuation of 6 ARVN and 1 US casunlty. 
At Dong Ha, Major MCDONALD led recon flights for the insertion and retraction 
of one recon team, while two medevac flights were launched for five (5) ARVN 
casualties. 

23 January 1967 - Flight operntions cancelled at Phu Bai due to the 
weather, with the exception of medevac. Major CARROLL took small arms fire 
while extracting criticolly injured US personnel in the "OPERATION CHINOOK" 
lLSA" though no hits were taken on the aircraft. A tota 1 of seven medeva.c flights 
evacuated t"l-renty-four (24) personnel this cate. At Dong Ha, flying was limited 
due to Heather" hOiiiJever, two recon overflights were made" .:lIang with one 
medevac for one ARVN casuolty. 

24 January 1967 - NormAl flight operations at Dong Ha l·rith the insertion 
of three recon teams Elnd the extraction of t~ .. o additional tea'ils. At Phu Bai, 
a Heather breok permitted normal operations of resupply and ac'Jmin flights. 
Eleven medevac flights were flow this date, with fire being received on tl.O 
separate flights. No hits were taken on board the aircraft. A total of 
twenty-six (26) personnel were evacuated, 21 US, 3 ARVN, 1 civilian and 
1 VC prisoner. 

25 Janu:;ry 1967 - Normal operations in the Phu Bo.i area, .. ith Major B"8NO 
leading a flight inserting four recan teams anci extracting four aar:i tional 
teCiJns. Normal c.dmin flights ;mrl mec'levo.c flights ,Jere the rcmaininr, activity 
for the day. A medevac was launched to lift a pregnant civilian with severe 
internal complications. 
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26 Janua~ 1967 - Normal operations in the Phu Bai nr2D, consisting 
of logistic anrJ admin flights, Hi th four merlevac missions being flown, by 
Captain BOlr.~1AN. On one mission fire Has receivod and the aircrnft took four 
(4) rounrls, Hith n round inflicting minor injury to the copilot. At Dong 
Ha, Hcjor SAlVfARAS led a flight completing two r-'con inserts .:lnr! one extra ct, 
and a shuttle of personnel between Dong ria ("D" MedicnI) and the USS REPOSE. 
On one recon insert at Khe Sahn, IstLt HEIN led a section into a zone that 
was briefed possibly unsecure, and the aircraft took tt11enty (20) rounc1 s 
through the nirfr~me immedictely upon touchdolVll. The mission was abo~ted 
immediately and there were no injuries to the passengers or creW. 

27 January 1967 - Normal op~ations H0re conducted in the Phu Bai area, 
with LtCol BIANCHI leading a flight to attempt to locate the site of a 
sporadic Burvi val rl3oio "Beeper" tone. Other operat ions incluc'led D. troop 
lift to the USS REPOSE ane'! logistic, ae'!min Dn0 aerial recon flights. T'-Jo 
priority meoev.'lc missions were launchecl carrying three US anel one ARVN c0.sualt y. 

28 January 1967 - Normal operations were conc'lucted consisting of 
resupply and logistic cnrgo flights to Hill #230 D.nd 11180. A tot.'" 1 of 
10 ,900 pounds l-Jcre carried during t he day. Two emergency medevacs T,;ere 
launched cnrrying a totnl of 11 bnttle evaCuees. 

29 Janunry 1967 - Normal operntions in the Phu Bai area l-Jith Major , 
HCDONAID leo ding n flight inserting four teams and retracting three adrlitionlll 
tenms. Normal admin, reBupply and mClintemmce flights werp. floHn. At Dong 
Ha, lIfajor AYRES flew a mee'!evnc that received small arms fire, inflicting 
dalTlr':tge to the loft strut of the aircraft an:'! shrc.pnel d<;1.mage to the .::tirfrnme. 
The medevac Nas completed without further comb."tt damage. 

30 January 1967 - Normal operations l-Tarle conducted in the Phu Bni area, 
with the normnl resupply of Hill #230~ admin and mainten.::tnce flights being 
floHT!. One :recan overflight and four medevac missions tvere flown, Avacllating 
one emergency nnd five priority casualties. 

31 J anunry 1967 - 1rlenther caused the csncellation of flight operations 
in the Phu Bni {'nel Dong Ha urens this rate, permitting only two medevnc 
missions evacunting tlrJO emergency cD.sunlties. 

c. PART THREE - SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel 

n. The squadron experienced n slight decrease in personnel over 
the month, Nith thirteen (13) personnel being joined nnrl twenty-four (24) 
being detached. The total number of personnel on hQlld 8S of 31 January 
19C7 were fifty-five (55) officers anel bJO hundred six (206) enlisted. 
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a. The squncron renlizeo three (3) re-enlistments, three (3) 
extensions of overseas tour, and t 1venty-eight (28) enlisted promotions 
rlurine- the month of Jnnuary 1967. 

3. Awnr(ls 

3. The fonowing personnel were awnrrleo the PURPL'fi.: HF'ART ~fiEnl\.1 
ourinf the month of January 19f7: 

(1) Mnjor P. N. SAMARAS Oc9223 USMC 

( 2) Major J. D. HAY 068014 USMC 

(3) lstLt. N. A. SNIDER 090701 USMCR 

(4) 2ndJLt R. M. NYE 092807 USMCR 

(5) Sgt. D. M. GEER II 1452464 USNC 

(6) Sgt. G. E. 1iILLIJUcfS 1514201 USMC 

(7) Pfc R. J. DENNY 2183803 USMC 

The above mentioned men Nere presented medals for wound s inflicted by 
Communist (Viet Cong) forces, in ±nfotrha1: il:eremonies during the month of 
January, by MGjor General ROBERTSHAW~ USMC t 1st MAW Commander. 

b. No other awards were presented. 

4. Casunlties 

a. The squadron experienced two (2) casualties as a 0irect result 
of enemy action.. One (1) crewmember received minor injuries l,;rhp,n a bullp-t 
penetrated his fhk vest while he manneo his position in an insecure bnning 
zone. One (1) pilot .vas injureo by shrnpenel frDgments in the leg, ,'hon a 
bullet penetY':=Jtect the cockpit. enclosure ann fragmenteo 2~:linst the airfrome. 
Both wounoed were treated ane n·turnerl to outy. 

5. Civic Action 

o. No significnnt events. 

6. Morale/Welfare Progrofls 

a. No significant events. 
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8. IntelligAnce/Counter Inte11i~ence 
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n. The squadron S-2 sRction is currently uprlnting and maintaining 
the intelligence briefing chnrts for aircrews in the Dong Ha. 

9. Air Operations 

n. Flight hours" 918.6 

b. Flights/Sorties ... 519/2281 

c. Pas~eng~rs - 3033 

n. Cargo - 68.7 short tons 

11. Special Operations 

a. None 

12. Ground Defense 

a. Maxirnwn emphasis was placed on build ing of btmkers ano 
fortifiec1 positions arouno the squadron area. 

13. Training 

a. One officer ano one enlisted were orrlereo to attend Esc~pe 
ano Evasion School, at C12rk AFB tmel Cubi Pt., R.P., respectively. 

14. Logistics 

a. No significcmt events 

15. 1,10 tor Transport 

a. No significant events 

16. Maintenance 

a. Ground creWs found spark plug seizure in Engine l820-84D dUG 

to prolonged utilization and operating enviornment, even when lubricAted 
TIn th reqiliii'ed lubrication. 
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17. Avionics 

n. No significant events 

18. Base Development 

a. No significont events 

19. Communi cations/Electronics 

a. No significant events 

D. PART FOUR - SUPPORTING noClllffTNTS 

1. None. 
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