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On the evening of 18 Feb 196 my section launched an Med Evac Hotel and

Ttem. The to low ceiling and visiblity I elected to go up Highway #1. At
approximately 5 Miles from the field I switched the flight to button Char-
truse:. VHF and &=5= FM. T checked in with Land Shark Charlie and asked if
I would oe clear of all sav-a-planes if I stayed over Fighway #1. Land Shark
Charlle said affirmative that I would be clear of all sav-a-planes if I stayed
over Highway #l. Just as I passed beyond the city of Hie I called Scat 1L on

andttold them my position, my mission, my destination and told them of
my intention of flying up Highway #1.and requested to know if I would be clear
of all sav-a-planes. Scat 1), answered affirmative that I would be clear of all
sav—a—planes by remaining over Highway #1. Fecanse of low ceilings and visibilty
I was forced to fly at 300 ft. and I was indicating 90 KTS. Just as the flight
passed abeam of PK-17 (YNAL6282) flying directly over the highway, PX-17 fired
their artillery pieces. Needless to say it scared hell out of all of us. I
immediately contacted Land Shark Charlie anAd Scat*lly informed me thet neither
of them had control over ARWN artillery at PK-17 and that when they both told me
I was clear of all sav-a-planes by coming up Highway #1 they were both referring !
to U. S. sav-a-planes and artfllery.. I am appalled that a lack of central control .-i:
exists, and that the left hand doesn't know what the right hend is doing. I Sinc-
erely hope that positive steps will be taken immediately to correct this deplorable -
and very dangerous situation. I hope it doesn't take. a repeat of the night of
25 Sept 1966 when friendly artillery shot down a UH-34D and its crew.

RespectfullX-Fubmitted,

fN E. CARROLL JR
{JOR U SMC
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