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ll. PART ONE - OOOANIZA'ITONAL DATA 

B. 

1. Commanding Officer and staff 

a. Walter C. KJl,LY, LtC.,l., Commanding Officer, 1-7 September 1967 
b. Frederick A. WECm, Major, ~ecutive Officer, 1-7 St!pt~ber 1967 
c. R8bert S. ClL4.RLES, C~tain, Operations Officer, 1-7 St;>tember 1967 
d. Lonnie S. UNDE1HILL, C&ptain, Logi stics Officer, 1-7 September 1967 
e. James L. RrGGS, C~tain, Maintenance Officer, 1-7 Sept~ber 1967 
f. William T. LUNSFORD, MajQr, Aviation Safety Officer, 1-7 S~tember 

1967. 
g. Robert E. ILZHOEFER, Captain, NA'IDPS Officer, 1-7 September 1967 
h. J.~h R. GRAY, C~tain, A~istrati.n Officer, 1-7 Sq:>tember 1967 
i •• Jehn E. OOCHRAN, Lieutenant,USN(Hc), Medical Officer, 1-7 September 

1967. .. 
j. Henry E. EISPNt:mr, Captain, Intelligenc$ Officer, 1-7 Sl!ptember 1967 
k. William K. t4fES'ILING, C~tai.n, Cllstodian, ~C Officer, 1-7 Sept~ber 

1967 

2. Task OrganizatiGn 

Lecation - ~C\F, HUe Phu Bai, RVN, 1-7 September 1967 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

Marine Navy 

Officer Fnlisted Offic~r Enlisted 

43 181 1 3 

4. Irrportant Visiters 

Irene, dliring this period 

PA~T Th'O - N AllRATIVE $MMARl' 

1 S@!pternber 1967 - Nonnat operations were condlcted in the Phu Bai area. '!he 
squarirllm Was alse required to send two (2) aircraft t. the Tripe1i to provide 
day anlj night medevac for the 1l:mg Ha area. A total of twenty_two (22) medevac 
missions were flown, eight (8) being night medevacs. 

2 S~t~ber 1967 - Normal eperations oonducted in the Phu Bai area. Captain 
GRAY Ie a three (3) plane division on a nine (9) man recon energency ext racti en. 
9.nall ~nn and autematic we::.pOIls fire Was rt'ported 'lIluth no airoraft reCeiving hi ta. 
~ajer LUNSFORD rep4l)rted small arms fire on a night medevac with nQ hits. The 
squadron new a total of eight (8) medevac missions, two (2) being night medevac. 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 



-.: ... 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
3:ATR:jd 
5750 
13 September 1967 

3 S!Ftember 19$7 - Nonna! C!lperatiens conducted in the Phu Bai area. The 
squadron flew medev,jlc and rerupply missiens in the Ibng Ha area. Lt. MURRAY 
received small ann ~~ artillery fire on a Dong Ha Slpply rnissien. N~ hits 
were taken. Captain BRACKINS took no hits while taking fire (1m a medevac 
mssien. '!he squadroI:J. new tv. (~) emergency recen extractiens, cne (1) being 
at night. Ne fire wa~ r@ported. ~venteen (17) medevac missions were conducted 
thi s p eried. 

4 September 19$7 ~ Nemal operations were conducted i.l'! the Pm Bat area. '!he 
squadi'on 6Upperted'"'the Dong Ha medevac cemmitment with twe (2) aircraft. One (1) 
recen emergency extraction waS cGnducted with no fire reported. .A total of 
twent;y:..ene (21) medevac missiens were conructed this period. 

S STtember 1967 ~ Norm&l ~erations were conchcted in the Phu Bai area. The 
squadren iiilse committed two (2) aircraft to Dong Ha fer d;y and nightmedevac 
operations Ell d two (2) aircraft tGl Rhe Sanh fer daY and night medevac and erne1\­
gency realpply missions. c~tain CHAlt,ES led a section at aircraft on at night 
emergency ammo rerupply north east at Con Thien. Restricted weather was 
encountered by all night nights in the Dong Ha and Khe Sanh area. No fire was 
l"~ crted. A t.tal of, twenty.five (~) medevac rnissioms were condlcted, eight 
(8) being night medevacs. 

6 September 1967 - NonnaJ. operations werecondlcted in the Phil Bat area. 
The squadron Slpp.rted the Khe Sanh and Dong Ha areas with two (2) aircraft 
each. Medevac and emergency reSlpply ndesi.ens were Of)nlilcted thrcughcut the 
Khe Sanh and Dong Ha area. Lt. MURRAY received .50 cal. fire on a night 
merievac missien receiving no hits. A'total Gf nineteen (19) medevac missiElns 
were conructed, five (5) being at night. 

7 &pternher 1967 ..: Limited operations were c.nduct~d in the Phu Bai area. 
'Ihe sQ?aaren rurn~Sfied tw~ (2) aircraft h Dong Ha for medevac and reatpply, 
twe (2) aircraft tG'Khe Sanh for medevac and realpP!Y, and four (4) aircraft, 
enI'Oute to Ry Ha for medevac suppert, were diverted to Marble MOuntain for 
emergency medevae use. Ltl:Ical Phu Brl medevac Was still conducted. Cap,ta;1.n 
mCHEY received tw. (2) hits while flying a reSlpply missien, ",nth no injuries 
rep.rted. Captain moos received foor (4) hits while attenpting an emergency 
medevac hoist pick up. C~tain UNDE.mITLL, the medevac chase, received fire 
with nf) hits on the same mission. No injuries eccnred. Captain moos attempted 
another emergency hoist pick up northwest of Canp Evans and received snall anns 
and autemaUe weapons fire. Seventeen (17) hits were recorded in his aircraft 
with no injuries. Captain RIGGS Was ferced to make an etI1eIgency landing at 
Ca.Jll:l Evans. C~tain BRACKINS receiVed an air l::urst in the BaLeng Vall~ while 
retuming .fr,~ Khe Sanh. Nil' d&a1l1age or injury reperted. Majer IUECK1!L, C:;ptain 
CHARLES, and Lt. MURRAY all receiv~ fire on separate medevac masiens. No hits 
were recorded. A tQt?J. .f twenty-six (26) medevac missions were conructed, five 
(5) being night medevacs. '!he squadren checked int0 the mGVement repGrt systems 
eff~ctive 2U>0 Hotel this day, and Was prepared for SLF d~l.yrnent. 
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C. PART 'lHREE.. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel 

• 3.ATR:dr.w 
5750 
13 September 1967 

The squadron oxperienced a decreaso in personnel during tho first 
week in S~t6mb@l' 19m. 'Ihrcf:'! (3) officers and SGVGn (7) 0l11ist6d Harines 
weT'@! jeined while eleven (ll) etficers and no enlisted were detached. '!his 
gave the squadron a total .r forty-fcur (44) officers ~d cane hundred eighty 
ene (181) enlisted personnel as ef 7 September 1967. 

2, Administration 

1hriing the first week in September 1967 J twenty- ene (21) Marines were 
promoted t. lCllrporal and eleven (11) were prom.ted t. Lanee CerporiL. 

3. Awards 

N. awards were presented during this p eried. 

4. Casualities 

N. caS.lalities reported during this period.. 

5. Civ ic Action 

N. significant events 

6. Morale/Welf are Pregr ams 

N. signifiCant events 

7. In! .rmatt.n S8rvices 

N. signif'ic ant event s 

8. Intellig ence/ Ceunter Intelligence 

N. signific ant events 

9. Air Operations 

a. Flight Hours - 443.8 

b. Flight&'Sortios - 151/974 

c. Passenger s - 1426 

d. Cargo - 53.3 shertton s 

e. Medevac s - 89 missions 
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10. Special Operat1ens 

1-7 September 1967 OJMBEm.A.ND 

• 
.31 ATR.jd 
5750 
13 September 1967 

'1hl. s squadron Slpperted I()peratien Chmberland lf with administrative, 
logistics and medical evacuaticm missi.ns. 

1-7 Sept ember 1967 FREMONT 

This ~~adron Slpperted ~eratien Prement a with medical eVacution, 
administrative and 1 4tgist ic s rrd.ssions. 

1-7 s~t ember 1967 A'lMORE 

This squadren Slp'Perted this eperation with recen inserts and 
extract s, evernight s, medical evacuations and 10'gistics missions. 

7 • S~tt'!]'I]ber 1967 

'!hi s squadren Slpported Operation Swift with medical evacuation 
missions. 

11. Training 

Nit significant events 

12. Greund Dei' ense 

N. significant events 

13. Legistics 

No significant events 

14. M.t er '1r an sp ert 

N. significant events 

15. Maintenance 

No significQIlt events 

16 !Vi.nics 

N. significant events 

17 BRse Development 

No significant events 

4. 
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18. CGmmunieationElm.. ectrenics 

No significant events 

19. Career Advist!lry 

• 
3:ATR:j d 
5750 
13 Sept ember 1967 

1he squadren had frur (4) enlisted p ersennel re-enlist during this 
p erictd. 

D. P A3.T FOUR - SJPPORTING OOCIJMENTS 

mNE 
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SubJ: Command OhroJilology; submission af 

Bet: Ca) MOO 5750.2 
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EDOI: Jc 1) Command OhrODology for the Period 8-22 September and 28-30 
September 1967 
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CONFIDENT!AL - N OFORN 

PART I 

OltGANIZAT IOBAL DAT A 

(C) 1. Organizational Data: 

(a) Reportill8 Unit 
(b) Looaticm 
(0) Reporting 
(d) Commallding Offioer 
(e) Exeoutive Offioer 
(f) Operations Offioer 
(g) Administration Offioer 
(h) Intelligenoe Offioer 
(i) Logistios Off'1-oer 
(H A/C Ka.1lltenano8 Offioer 
(k) ATiatio. SaIety Oftioer 
(1) Plight SUrgeon 

2. Task Organization and Unit Location 

HAG-15 (Rein), 9th IlAB, SLF. USS Okinawa 
8-22 and 28-30 September 1967 

:5. Average Monthly StreDgth 

OFFICERS: 
EN~ISTED: 

USMC 
43 

181 

HllUl-163 
SLP. USS Okillawa 
8-22 and 28-30 September 1967 
w. C. KELLY. LtCol., USMC 
F. A. RUEGKEL, MAJOR, U8MO 
R. S. CHARLES, CAPT.. USMC 
D. A. DAVIS, 2/LT., USMC 
ll. L. EISENSOB, CAPT., USMC 
L. S. UliDERHILL, CAP~., USJ,IC 
J. L. RIGGS, .m., CAPT., USMC 
W. T. LUNaIORD. KAJOR, USMC 
J. W. COCHRAN, LT •• USN 

USN 
1 
3 

TOTAL 
44 

184 
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PAR~ . II 

HARR ATIVE SUMMARY 

During this period, HMM-163, located aboard the USS Okinawa, was under 
operational control of the CTG 79.4. The primary aotivities during this period 
were administrative and logistio flights in support of Task Group 79.4 and in 
direot support of Operations BALLISTIC CHARGE and SHELBYVILLE. The aquadrGB 
was located at Phu Bai, RVN from 1 September - 7 September 1967. 

PART III 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

8 September 1967 - (S) Flight Time 38.8 
Sorties 0 
Fire Inoidents 0 ~, .. 
C&mments: HMM-163 de~10yed aboard the USSOkinawa (LPH-,). 
The day was spent lifting aquadroB gear and e~uipment frem 
Phu Bai to the LPH-3. 

9 September 1967 - (S) Flight Time 25.0 
:)orti ss 3 
Firs IBcidents 0 
Commeats: BMM-l63 oonduoted day and night carrier qualifications 
in addition to flying three (3) sert ies in support of TG 
79.4. 

10 S~ptember 1967 ~ (S' Flight Time 40.7 
Sorties 12 
Fire Inoidents 0 
Oomments: Squadron pilots' oarrier qualifioatioJls anj 
administrative support of TG 79.4 ctnt!llued in the Phl1 
Bat area. 

11 September 1967 - (8) Flight Time 23.' 
S0rths 24 
Pire Inoidents 0 
Comments: Carrier qualifioatioJls and administrative supp.rt 
~ 'l'G 79.4 ill Phu Bai area. 

12 Sephmber 1967 - (S) Flight Time 13.3 
Sortios 32 
Fire Inoidents 0 
Comments: Administrative and maintenanoe flights. 
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l' September 1967 - (S) Plight Time 5.8 

Sorti as 20 
Fire Inoidents 0 
Comments: AdministratiTe support of TG 79.4 

14 Septamber 1967 - (S) Fl'ight Time 6.5 
Sorties 28 
Fire Inoidents 0 
Comment II: Admimist rati ve and maint eD8.l10e flights. 

15 September 1967 - (S) Flight T.ime :n.4 
SQrties 4'6 
Fire IDoidents 0 
Comments: Pilots i oarrier qualifioations and administrative 
support of TG 79.4. 

16 Septembe~ 1967 - (S) Flight Time 79.1 
Sorties 226 
Fire Inoidents 4 
Oomments:,In1tial support of Oper-ation BALLISTIC C~. 
One aircraft (YF-9) received a hit during the 1i ft. Another 
aircraft (YF-4) sutfered Alpha damage while attempting te 
land wi th a rough runniJ1g engine and battle damage to the 
port strut of the landing gear. The airoraft entered gr0un~ 
resonaDoe resulting in three ot the orew mem~ers receiving 
minor injuries. 

17 September 1967 - (Sl Flight Time 32.9 
Sorties 139 
Fire Inoidents 4 
Comments: Oontinued in support of Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE. 
YP=13 was hit by small arms fire. 

18 September 1967= (3) Flight Time 22.2 
Sorties 48 
Fire Inoiclents 1 
Comments: Continued in support of Operatic. BALLISTIC 
CHARGE. 

19 September 1967 - (8) Flight Time 42.8 
Sorties 107 
Fire !acideate 1 
Comments: Centinued support of Operation BALLISTIC CHARG.It, 

20 September 1967 - (3) Flight Time 38.7 
Sorties 110 
Fire, Inoidental 1 
Oomments: Oontinued supporting Operat hn BALLIST 10 CHARGE, 
Y.P-18 reoeived hits while engaged in resupply miSSion. 
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21 September 1967 - (S) Flighi Time 

Sorties 
Fire maideBtI 

44.1 
80 
o 

Comme.ts: Cemtinued in support of Operatie. BALLISTIC 
,CHARGE •. 

22 September 1967 - (5) Flight Time 97.7 
Sort-! es 335 
Fire Incidents 14 
Comments: Launohed strike in support of Operation SHELBYVILLE. 
Four airoraft (y'p=22, Y.P-10, 'YP-2l, and 'YP-l8) reoeiTed battle 
damage (minor) as a result of enemy fire. Reported OPCOH to 
CG, letMAW, effeotive 2300tlHSep67 

23-28 September 1967 - Under OperatioD&1 Centrol of CG, 1st MAW. 

28 September 1967 - (5) Flight Time 
Sorties 
Fire' IDcidenta 
Commsnts: Reported OPCON 

o 
o 
o 
79.4 

29 September 1967 - (8) Flight Time 16.3 
Sorties 45 
Fire Incid.ents 0 

effective 281800H5ep67. 

Comments: General, administrative, resupply and mainteDallloe 
flights in the DaNang area, 

30 Septemb~r 1967 - (5) Flight Time 16.7 
SGrtiea 29 
Fire InCidents 0 
CommentS: Administrat1Ts and maiBteBa.DCe flights in the 
DaN ang ar 8 a. 
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PART. IV 

1. Flight Data 

2. 

Flight hours - - - - = - - - - - - - - - - 577.3 
Sert1es - - = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1286 
Pax/Troops - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -2247 
Tenas of Carg iii - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -38.04 
Casualties - - = - - - - - - - = - - - - - - - - - 5 

Awards 

(a) The following were awards presented to squadron members durimg this 
period: 

Purple Hearts CAPT. L. S. UNDERHILL 
l/Lto B. M. GORDON 
l/Lt. R. M. TALENT 
SSGT. J. D. HART, JR. * 
SGT. J. M. SHORT 
LCPL. A. L. CARTER 
LCPL. R. T. HOOKS * 

(b) The squadron al8~ pressnted 275 Air Medals 

* Personnel Wounded In Action 30 August 19670 

ED 
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KARIBE MEDIUM HELICoPfER SQUADRON 163 

Marine Air oraft Group 15 (Rein) 
9th Karine Amph1bioua Brigade p F'.I4FPac 

FPO San hanci.co 96602 

3 :RSC~ 3d 
ON 00307-67 
3 October 1967 

SECREr ~ BOFORB 
&>3/-12/",7 

From: 
To: 

SUbJ: 

Commanding Officer 
Commander, Task Group Seven Nine Point Four 

After Action Reportp Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE: submission 
of 

Ref: Annex J to CTG 79.4 Operation Plan 120-67 

Enol: ~1) ChronolQSY of Significant Events 
J2) Analysis of Ueliaopt er Operations 
/(3) Statistical Summary 

10 In accordanoe with Reference (a)g enolosures (1), (2) and (3) are 
liIu.biJIiHeti£l. 

2. This letter ~ay be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enolosures 
(1), (2) and (3).-

~ 
Acting 
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OHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

16 September 1967 

At 06,OH sixteen (16) UH-34D helioopters commenoed a 11ft of Charlie 
Comp8D7, .lllIf 1/3 from the LPH=J, to the alternate LZ CBT 202476). Light sniper 
fire was encountered with one (1) airoraft (YF-9). receiving one hit. One 
(1) man received a leg wound and waa returned to the LPH-' for treatment. After 
two waves into the LZ p the Headquarters Command p a 4.2 battery, and Delta 
Company were 11ft.d into the vicinity of Red Beach. The 11ft was comp1et ed at 
approximately 09,OH" 

At 0945H~ YP=4 received .u..pha J)amage when attsmpting to land with a rough 
running engine and bat't~. damage 'to tll. 'J~ fit1:'1R of 1;be l-attcUng gear. The 
airoraft ent.r.el grounCl resonanoe and three of U1e crew memberll reoeived minor 
inJurieso 

Following the troop 1ift9 squadron airoratt were utilized on r.supp17, 
admin!strat10n, and medevac miss1ons o fhree (3) incidents of sniper fire were 
reported, but no a1 roraft weI" hi t. 

A det,achment of 3 UH=lE 0!il from V140=b logged 3009 hours of flying TAO( A), HQ( A) 
and armed escort tor the lift •. Commanding orri~.r of iDOl: 163 aoted as· the HC(A) aD;d 
was aooOlllpan1ed by Commanding OffiCIer ot BLf 1/3 tor squadron/battalion coordination 
durins the 11fto 

~ 17 September 1961 

IDrUI=16, and supporting detaohments flew resupply, administaUve and medevac 
missions in support of the SLF. Four (4) tire inoidents were rtported with 
lP-13 taking a hit in one of its rotor blades. There were no inJuries to 
perl!Jonnel. 

18 September 1967 

A normal day of resupp17, administrative .and medeva.c. missions was flown, 
by the squadron and the thr'e8 ,,) supportins UH=lEos. Two (2)aircratt 
reported taking fire., but no hUs were recorded o 

19 September.' 1967 

Squadron airoraft oontinued supporting Operat ion BALLIST Ie CHARGE by 
flying resupp17, administrative and medevac missions on requ.st of BLT 1/3. 
One fire inoident waS recorded g with airoraft involved receiving no hits, 

20 September 1967 

HMM~163 flew normal reeupp1y~ administrative and medevao mis~ions. One 
aircraft, YF-18, sustained a hit in its tail cone. No member of the crew was 
injured. There were no other fire inoidents reported. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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21 September 1967 

The squadron, together with supporting units, was utilized in supporting 
the SLF by flyl.ng administrative, resupply and medevaC missions. No aircraft 
reported taking hostile fire. 

22 September 1967 

At 0705H j fourteen (14) UH-34D heHeopters commenced a lift of :eLT 1/3 
less Alpha Oempany from Red Beaoh to LZ Quai'l (BT000547). The lift was 
oomplet ed at 1l45H. 

At appreximately 1245H, eight (8) UH-34D helicopters cemmenced the lift 
of Alpha Company from thfl LPD-6 to LZ Quail. Thia lift was oompleted by 
1530H. 

During the entire 11ft fourteen (14) fire incidents were reported and 
ground unit s state the airoraft were taking snip.n· fire on each trip int 0 
the LZ. Four (4) airoraft, YP-22, YF-IO, YF-n, and lP-18 received hits with 
no ene injured. 

The detachment from VMo-6 flew 26.1 hours as TAe(A). BC(A), and armed 
a.cort for the lift. Commanding Officer BMM 163 accompanied by Commanding Officer 
].iJi l l/3. again act~d as HC(id. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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ANALYSIS OF HELIOOPTER OPERATIONS 

1. General 

Helioopter operations were conducted from, the USS Okinawa; (LPH-3) during 
Operation BALLIS'!' IC CHARGE/SHELBYV ILLE, The USS; Duluth (LPD -6) was used as the 
LSA and as a refueling pOint. Weathorp in the way of low clouds and rain 
squalls had relatively minor effect on helicopter operations. Communications 
with helicopters 'varietl 'from ad-equat ate good, 

2. AnalysiS 

a. No maJor problems were encountered. The scheduling of missions was 
adeq,uate and utilized to the fullest extent. 

b. Communications and Coordination 

Two separate, HST and taotioal nets were utilized and alleviated some 
coml'/lunication dU'ficulties. Some problems arose during the first several days 
of the operationr due to seleotion of too Oommon a frequenoy for the landing 
zones. Landing zones marked primarily with smoke and panels were easily 
identifiable. Other than diffioulties in obtaining correct coordinates at times 
and the frequency seleot ion mentioned abov8 p oommunioations and coordination 
were oarried out rather smoothly. 

o. Operations of Lop;istio Support Area 

The majority ot all logistic miSSions were conducted from the USS 
Duluth (LPD-6), aoti~ as the LSA, Readily available fuel aboard the Duluth 
allowed a relatively rap! d and effici ent resupply. The minor problems which 
wereenoountered, took place at the staging area (Hill 63) and were chiefly 
attributable to oommunioation diffioulties between helioopters and the LSA. 

d. ResupplY of Comp anies 

Intermittent poor weather hampered resupply to a minor extent. Poor 
seleotion of ~anding zones in the intial stages of the operation posed a few 
~roblem8 whiich were quickly remedied by way of better zone selecti~m t~c~ni(:1l!l8~ 
Ccmmunioat;iQns an'd heiiU"op:t~ 'u't:ifl:i!.zat:1ollpro:bleins acoounted for atew di'fficlJities. 

, i.n company resupply, but in general the resupplymiesions ware accomplished 
"lifficlently. Use of UH=lE gunships proved to be an exoellent souroe of fire 
suppression. 

3. Conolusions 

The two major lifts were oonduoted smoothly and effioiently. Problems 
encountered in the initial lift of Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE were negligible 
dUring the fi ret phases of Op erat h. SHELBYVILLE. Ooordinat ion bet weeR the 
helioopter and ground units was exoellent. 

ENCLOSUR E (2) 

SECREr - NOFORN 

DECLASSIFIED 



e 

SECRET - NOFORN 

J2M.! SORTIES PAX 

16Sept67 226 500 
17Sept67 139 139 
18Sept67 48 69 
19Sept67 107 113 
20Sept 67 110 118 
21Sept67 80 145 
22Sept67 335 669 

DECLASSIFIED 

ST AT ISTIOAL STJIDdARY 

OPER~ION BALLISTIC CHARGE 

CARGO MEDEVACS 

4.45 1 
5.65 0 
1.00 3 
4.00 3 
8.50 3 
7.00 4 
0.00 0 

• 
HOURS 

79.1 
32.9 
22.2 
42.8 
38.7 
44.1 
97.7 

------ - - .- -- => """ 00= _ ------ - - - -
TOT ALS 1045 1753 30.60 14 357.5 

Number airoraf't hi t by enemy fire 7 

Number' Fire inoidents 26 

Number airoraft damaged or destroyed operationally 8 

Number personnel Wounded In Aotion 3 

Number Killed In Acti on 0 

• > • ",- ". 

ENCLOSURE (3) 

SECRmr - NOFORN 

DECLASSIFIED 

-------


