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A. PART ONE - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1. Commanding Officer and Staff

a. Walter C. KHLY, LtCol., Cemmanding Officer, 1-7 September 1967

b. Frederick A. RJECKEL, Majer, Executive Officar, 17 Sept ember 1967

c. Rebert S. CHARLES, Captalin, Operatiens Officer, 1-7 September 1967

de Lennie S. UNDERIILL, Captain, Logistics Officer, 1-7 September 1967

e. Jazmes L. RIGGS, Cgptain, Maintenance Officer, 1-7 September 1967

f. Wiéliam T. LUNSFORD, Majer, Aviation Safety Officer, 1-7 September
19 7. ’

g. Robert E. ILZHOEFER, Czptain, NATOPS Officer, 1-7 September 1967

h, Jeseph R. GRAT, Cgptain, Administratien Officer, 1-7 September 1967

i. Je}61n E. COCHRAN, Lieutenant, USN(MC), Medical Officer, 1-7 September
1967.

J. Henry E. EISENDON, Cptain, Intelligency Officer, 1.7 September 1967

k. Wi]éliam K. WESTLING, Captain, Custodian, %G Officer, 1-7 September
1967

2. Task Organizatien
Location - MCAF, Hie Phu Bai, RW, 1-7 September 1967

3. Average Monthly Strength

Marine Navy
Of ficer Fnlisted Officer Enlisted
L3 181 1 3

L. Important Visiters
Nene, diring this period
B, PART TWO - NARRATIVE SIMMARY
1 September 1967 - Nom'al operations were conduicted in the Pim Bai area. The
squadren was alse required te send two (2) aircraft te the Tripeli te provide

day and night medevac for the Dong Ha area. A total of twenty-two (22) medevac
missions were flewn, eight (8) being night medevacs.

2 Sentember 1967 - Normal operstions conducted in the Phu Bai area. Cantain
GRAY Ted a three (3) plane divisien on a nine (9) man recon emergency extractien.
Small am and sutematic wesmpons fire was reported with no aircraft receiving hits,
Majer LUNSFORD reported small arms fire on a night medevac with no hits. The
squadron flew a total of eight (8) medevac missiens, two (2) being night medevac.
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3 September 1967 - Nommal cperations conducted in the Phu Bai area. The
squadren flew medevac and resupply missiens in the Dong Ha area. Lt. MURRAY
received small am and artillery fire on a Dong Ha supply missien. No hits
were taken, Captain BRACKINS teek ne hits while taking fire on a medevac
migsien, The squadron flew twe (Z) emergency recen extractiens, one (1) being
at night. Ne fire was reported. Seventeen (17) medsvac missiens were conducted
this peried.

L, September 1967 - Nermsl operatiens were condicted in the Pm Bai area. The
squadren supperted the Deng Hg medevac cemmitment with twe (2) aircraft. One (1)
recoen emergency extractien was cenducted with no fire reperted. A tetal of
twenty-ene (21) medevac missiens were cendicted this peried.

5 September 1967 - Normal eperations were conducted in the Plm Bai area. The
squadren alsé® committed twe (2) aircraft te Deng Ha fer day and night medevac
operatiens and twe (2) aircraft to Khe Sanh fer day and night medevac and emen
gency resipply missiens. Cgptain CHARLES led a sectien of aircraft en a night
emergency amme resupply nerth east of Cen Thien. Restricted weather was
encountered by all night flights in the Deng Ha and Khe Sanh area. No fire was
resorted, A total of twenty-five () medevac missiens were conducted, eight
(8) being night medevacs.

6 September 1967 - Nommal operations were cenducted in the Plu Bal area.
The squadren sipperted the Khe Sanh and Deng Ha areas with two (2) aircraft
each. Medavac and emergency resipply missiens were condicted threugheut the
Khe Sanh and Dong Ha area. Lt. MURRAY received .50 cal. fire en a night
medevae mission receiving ne hits, A totzl of nineteen (19) nedevac missiens
were conducted, five (5) being st night.

7 Sentember 1967 - Limited operatiens were cenducted in the Pt Bai area.
The Squadren furnished twe (2) alreraft te Deng Ha for medevac and resupply,
twe (% aircraft te Khe Sanh for medevac and resipply, and four (L) aircraft,
enreute to Ky Ha for medevac suppert, were diverted to Marble Mountain fer
emergency medevac use. Local Pm Bsi medevac was still cenducted. Caytain
RICHEY received twe (2) hits while flying a resupply missien, with ne injuries
reperted, Captain FIGGS received four (L) hits while attempting an emergency
medevac hoist pick up. Captain UNDERHILL, the medevac chase, received fire
with ne hits on the same missien. No injuries eccured. Captain RIGGS attempted
another emergency heist pick up northwest of Camp Evans and received small amms
and autematic weapens firs. Seventeen (17) hits were recerded in his aircraft
with ne injuries. Csptain RIGGS was ferced te make an emergency landing at
Camp Bvans, Csptain BRACKINS received an air turst in the Bgleng Valley while
retuming frem Khe Sanh. Ne dagmage or injury reperted. Majer HJECKEL, Cagptain
CHARLES, and Lt. MURRAY all received fire on separate medevac missiens. No hits
were recorded, A total of twenty-six (26) medevac missions were condicted, five
(5) being night medevacs. The squadren checked inte the mevement repert systems
effactive 2)00 Hotel this day, and was prepared for SLF depleyment.
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C. PART THREE-SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Persennel
The squadron experienced a& decrease in personnel during the first
week in September 1967. Three (3) officers and seven (7) enlisted Marines
were jeined while eleven (11) officers and ne enlisted were dstached. This
gave the squadren a tetal ef forty-feur (L)) efficers and ene mindred eighty
one (181) enlisted persennel as ef 7 September 1967,

29 Adminigtratien

During the first week in Ssptember 1967, twenty-ene (21) Marines were
premeted te Cerperal and eleven (11) were prometed te Lance Cerperal.

3. Awards
Ne awards were presented during this peried,
i Casuglities
. Ne camialities reperted during this peried,
5. Civic Actien
Ne gignificgnt events
6. Merale/Wslfare Pregrams
Ne significant events
7+ Infermgtien Services
Ne significant events
8. Intelligence/Ceunter Intelligence
Ne gignificant events
9« Air Operatiensg
a. Flight Hours = L4i3.8
be Flights/Serties = 151/974
c. Passengers = 1426
de Carge = 5363 shert bens

8. Medevacsg - 89 missiens

3 ORI 1
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10, Special Opergtiens
1-7 September 1967 QIMBERLAND

Thi s squadren sapperted "™peratien Cumberland® with administrative,
legistics and medical evacuation missiens,

1.7 September 1967 FREMONT

This gquadren gipperted Mperatien Frement® with medical evacutien,
administrative and legisticg missions.

1.7 September 1967 ATMORE

This squadren aupperted this eperation with recen inserts and
extracts, everflights, medical evacuations and logistics missions.

7. September 1967

Thi s squadren supperted Operatien Swift with medical evacuation
missiens,

11, Training
No significant events
12, Greund Def ense
Ne significant events
13, Legistics
Ne significant events
1y, Meter Transpert
Ne significant events
15. Maintenance
No gignificant events
16 Avienics
Ne significant events
17 Base Develepment
Ne gignificgnt events

b
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18, Communications/Electrenics
No significant events
19. Career Advissry
The squadren had four (L) enlisted persennsl re-enlist during this
peried.
D. PART FOUR - SJPPORTING DOQUMENTS
NONE
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. , 003827667
From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group Seventy Nine Point Four

Subj: Command Chromelegy; submission ef

Ref: (a) MGCO 5750.2
(b) CIG T79.4 1tr 3:PJM:dlm over 5750 dtd 54pr67

Enol: V{l) Command Chromolegy for the Period 8=22 September and 28-30
September 1967
e 4//:, BRLLIS TR CﬂﬁeayJﬂfleyV/LAE 16~ ::/.f.«_f L7

1, In accerdance with references (a) and (b), enclesure (1) is submitted.

2. This letfér is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of emclesure (1),
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 163
8-22 AND 28-30 SEPTEMBER 1967
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PART I

GANIZATIONAL DATA

OR

Organizational Data:

(a)
(v}
(c)
(d)
(e}
(£)
(g)
(n)
(1)
(3)
(k)
(1)

Task Organigzation and Un

Reporting Unit
Loecatien

Reporting

Commanding Officer
Executive Officer
Operations Officer
Administratiom O0ffic

Intelligence Officer
Loegistics Offiger

A/c Maintenance Offi
Aviation Safety Offi
Flight Surgeon

MAG=15 (Rein), 9th MAB,

HMM-1673
SLF, U3S Okinawa

w.
F.
R.
D.
H‘
L.
J.
W.
J.

er

cer
cer

it Location

SLF, US5 Okinawa

8-22 and 28-30 September 1967

Average Monthly Stremgth

OFFICERS :
ENLISTED:

C.
A.
S.
A,
LI
S.
L.
TB
w.

USMC USK
43 1
18 3
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8-22 and 28-30 September 1967

KELLY, ItCol., USMC
RUBCKEL, MAJOR, USMC
CHARLES, CAPT., USMC
DAvVIS, 2/1f,, USMC
EISENSON, CAPT., USMC
UNDEREILL, CAPT., USMC
RIGGS, JR., CAPT., USHMC
LUNSPORD, MAJOR, USMC
COCHRAN, IT,, USK

TOTAL

184

-~
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PART II

ARRATIVE SUMMARY

During this period, HMM-163, located aboard the USS Okinawa, was under
operational control of the CTG 79,4, The primary activities during this peried.
were administrative and logistic flights in support of Task Group 79.4 and in
direct suppert of Operations BALLISTIC CHARGE and SHELBYVILLE. The squadroem
was loscated at Phu Bai, RVN from 1 September - 7 September 1967.

PART III

SIGNIFIGANT EVENTS

8 Sthember 1967 - (S) Flight Time 38.8
Sorties 0
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: HMM-163 deployed aboard the USS ‘0kinawa (LPH~3)
The day was spent lifting squadron gear and egquipment fram

Phu Bai to the IPH=3.

9 September 1967 - (S) Flight Time 25,0 (il
) Sorties 3
Fire Incidents 0 R

Comments: HMM-163 conducted day and night carrier qualificatians
in addition to flying three (3) serties in suppert eof TG '

79.4.
10 September 1967 - (S5) Flight Time 40.7
' Serties 12
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Squadron pilets’ carrier qualificatioms and
administrative suppert of TG 79.4 centimued in the Phu

Bai area. )
b,
11 September 1967 - (S) Flight Time 23,3 '
Sortiss 24
Pire Inocidents 0

Comments: Carrier qualificaticms and administrative support
ef TG 79.4 in Phu Bai area.

12 September 1967 - (S) Flight Time 13.3
: Serties 32
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Admimistrative and maintenance flights,
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

September 1967

September 1967

September 1967

September 1967

September 1967

September 1967

September 1967

September 1967

(S) FPlight Time 5.8
Sorties 20
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Administrative support of T¢ 79,4

(5) Fiight Time 6.5
Sorties 28
Fire Incidsnts 0.

Comments: Administrative and maintenance flights.

(S) Fiight Time 33.4
Sorties 48
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Pilets! carrier qualifications and administrative
support of TG 79.4. :

(5) Flight Time 79.1
Sorties 226
Fire Incidents 4

Comments: Initial support of Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE.

One aircraft (YP-9) received a hit during the 1ift. Another
airoraft (YP-4) suffered Alpha damage while attempting to
land with a rough running engine and battle damage to the
port strut of the lamding gear. The airoraft entered ground
resoenance resulting in three ¢f the orew mempers receiving
miner injuries.

(S) Flight Time 32,9
Serties 139
Fire Incidents 4

Comments: Continued in suppert of Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE.
YP-13 was hit by small arms fire.

(S) Flight Time 22,2
Sorties 48
Fire Incidents 1

Comments: Centinued in suppert of Operatiom BALLISTIC
CHARGE.

(S) Flight Time 42,8
Sorties 107
Fire Imncidents 1l
Comments: Continued suppert of Operatiom BALLISTIC CHARGE,
(5) Flight Time 38.7
Sorties - 1l0

Fire Incgidents 1l
Gomments: GContinued supporting Operation BALLISTIC GHARGE.

YP-18 received hits while engaged in resupply mission.
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21 September 1967 - (8) Flight Time 44,1
Serties 80
Firs Incidents 0
Comments: Centinued in suppert of Operatiom BAILISTIC
GHARGE,
22 September 1967 = (S) Flight Time 97.7
Serties 335
Pire Incidents 14

Comments: Launched strike in suppert of Operation SHELBYVILLE.
Four aircraft (YP-22, YP-10, YP-21,and YP-18) received battle
damege (minor) as a result of enemy fire, Reported OPCON %o

CG, 18tMAW, effective 230001HSep67 '

23-28 Sept ember 1967 - Under Operatiomal Cemtrol of CG, 1st MAW.

28 September 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 0
Sorties 0
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Reperted OPCON 79.4 effective 281800HSepb7.

29 September 1967 = (S) Flight Time 16,3
Sorties 45
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: General administraiive, resupply and maintenance
flights in the DaNang area, '

30 September 1967 - (S) Flight Time 16,7
Serties 29
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Adminmistrative and maintenance flights im the
DaNang area.
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DART IV
Flight Data 8-22 & 28-30 September 1967
Flight heUrs = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 577.3
Bortie8 = = = = = = = & - = o e - - == .- == 1286
Pax/Troops8 -~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = © = = = = 2247
Tons of Cargo - = = = = = = o = = = = = = = = = 38,04
CaBualties = = = = = « = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 5
Awards

(&) The follewing were awards presented to squadrom members durimg this

period:

Purple Hearts CAPT. L. S. UNDERHILL
1/Lt, B. M. GORDON
1/It, R, M. TALERT
SSGT. J. D. HART, JR. *
SGT., J. M, SHOR?T
LCPL. A. L. CARTER
LCPL, R, T. HOOKS *

(b) The squadrem also presented 275 Air Medals

¢

* Personnel Wounded In Action 30 August 1967,
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From: GCommanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group Seven Nine Point Four

Subj: After Action Report, Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE: submission

of
¢
Ref: Annex J to CTG 79,4 Operatiom Flan 120-67 3
. Enol: 3&1) Chronology of Significant Events 3
J(Z) Analyeise of Helicopter Operations -
(3) Statistical Summary ﬁ:
1, In accordance with Reference (a}, enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are
Bubmittedal.
2, This letter may be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclosures
(1), (2) and (3). O
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OHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

16_September 1967

At 0630H sixteen (16) UH-34D helicopters commenced a 1ift of Charlie
Compeny, BIF 1/3 from the LPH-3 to the alternate LZ (BT 202476). Light sniper
fire was encountered with one (1) aircraft (YP-9), receiving one hit. One
(1) man received a leg wound and was returned to the ILPH-3 for trsatment. After
two waves into the LZ, the Headquarters Command, a 4,2 battery, and Delta
Compeny were lifted into the vicinity of Red Bsach, The 1ift was completed at
approximately 0930H,

At 0945H, YP-4 received Alpha Damage when attempting to land with a rough
running engine and battle damsge to the port strut of the landing gear. The
aircraft entered ground resonance and thrse of the ersw members received minor
inJjuries.

Following the troop 1lift, squadron alrcraft were utilized on resupply,
administration, and medevac missioms, Three (3) incidents of sniper fire were
reported, but no aircraft wers hit. "

A detachment of 3 UH-1E‘S from Vu0-& logged 30,9 hours of flying TAG(A), HG(4)
end armed escort for the lift. ~ Commanding Officer of HMM 163 acted as the HC(A) aud
was aceompanied by Commanding Offiger of BLT 1/3 for squadron/battalion coordinatien .
during the 1ift, -

17 _September 1967

HMM=163 and supporting detachments flew resupply, administative and medevac
missions in support of the SLF. Four (4) fire incidents were reported with

YP=13 taking a hit in one of its rotor dlades, There were no injuries to
psreonnel,

18 September 1967

A normal day of resupply, administrative and medevac missions was flown.
by the squadron and the three (3) supporting UH-1E's, Two (2) aircraft
reported taking fire, but no hits were recorded,

19 September 1967

Squadron‘airoraft continued supporting Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE by
flying resupply, administrative and medevas missions on request of BIT 1/3,
One fire incident was recorded, with aircraft involved receiving no hita,

20 September 1967

HMM-163 flew normal resupply, administrative and medevac nissions, One
aircraft, YP-18, sustained a hit in its tail cone. No member of the crew was
injured, There were no other fire incidents reported,

P
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21 September 1967

The squadron, together with supporting units, was utilized in supporting
the SLF by flying administrative, resupply and medevac missions, No aircraft

reported taking hostile fire.

2 temb 196

At 0705H;fourtoon (14) UH-34D helicopters commenced a lift of BLT 1/3
less Alpha Company from Red Beach to LZ Quail (BP000547). The 1lift was

completed at 1145H. .
At approximately 1245H, eight (8) UH=34D helicopters commenced the 1ift

of Alpha Gompany from the LPD=6 to LZ Quail, This lift was completed by
1530H,
During the entire 1lift fourteen (14) fire incidents were reported and
ground units state the airceraft were taking sniper fire on each trip into
the LZ. Four (4) airoraft, YP-22, YP-10, YP-71, and YP-18 received hits with
no one injured.
The detachment from VMO-6 flew 26.1 hours as TAG(A), HC(A), and armed
gecort for the 1ift. Commanding Officer HMM 163 accompanied by Commanding Officer
Bil'1/%, again acted as HC(4).
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ANATLYSIS OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
1. Gensral

Helicopter operations were conducted from. the USS Okinawa (IPE-3) during
Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE. The USS Duluth (LPD-6) was used as the
LSA and as a refueling peint. Weather, in the way of low clouds and rain
squalls had relatively minor effect on helicopter operations. Communications
with helicopters ‘varied ‘from sdequate to godd.

2, nalysis

a. No major problems were encountered. The scheduling of missions was
adequate and utilized to the fullest extent. :

b, Communications and Coordination

Two separate HST and tactical nets were utilized and allevisted some
communication difficulties. Some problems arose during the first several days
of the operationsdue to selection of too common a frequency for the landing
zones. Landing zones marked primarily with smoke and panels were easily
identifiable. Other than difficulties in obtaining correct coordinates at times
end the frequency selection mentioned abovs, communicatione and coordinatiom °
were carried out rather smcothly.

¢, Operations of Legistic Support Area

) The majority 6f all legistic missions wers conducted from the USS
Duluth (LPD-G), acting a8 the LSA. Readily available fuel aboard the Duluth
allowed a relatively rapid and efficient resupply. The minor problems which
were encountered, took place at the staging area (Hill 63) and were chiefly
attridbutable to communication difficulties between helicopters and the LSA.

d. Resupply of Companies

Intermittent poor weather hampered resupply to a minor extent. Poor
selection of landing zones in the intial stages of the operation posed a few
groblems whi¢h were quickly remedied dy way of better zone select1on technioues,
Communieations and helidepter wtilization problems accounted for a few difinUluleS
in company resupply, but in general the resupply missions were accomplished

~sfficiently., Use of UH-1E gunships proved to be an excellent source of fire

suppression.

%, GConclusions

The two major lifts were conducted smocthly and efficiently. Problems
encountered in the initial 1ift of Operatiom BALLISTIC CHARGE were negligible
during the first phases of Operatien SHELBYVILLE, Coordination betweenm the
helicopter and ground units was excellent. .
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY
OPERATION BAILISTIC CHARGE

DATE SORTIES PAX CARGO MEDEV ACS HOURS
16Sept67 226 500 4.45 1 79.1
178ept67 139 139 5.65 0 32.9
18Sept67 48 69 1.00 3 22,2
19S8ept67 107 . 113 4,00 3 42.8
208ept67 110 118 8.50 3 38,7
21 Septb7 80 145 7.00 4 44.1
2280pt67 335 669 0,00 0 97.7
T QT ALS 1045 1753 30.60 14 357.5
Fumber aireraft hit by enemy fire L 7
Number Fire incidents 26
Number aircraft damaged or destroyed operationally 8
Number personnel Weunded In Action 3

. Number Killed In Action 0

ENCLOSURE (3)

SECRET - NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED




