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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNTFICANT BVENTS

10 October 1967

At 0730 H fifteen (15) UH-34D helicopters commenced an administrative
troop 1ift (Operation BASTION HIIL) of RLT 1/3 (-) from the LPH-3 to L2
YD 395)50, The 1ift was completed at 1800H.

During the troop 1lift, one (1) aircraft, YP-23, made a forced landing
aboard the USS WLUT (IPD-6) due to a severed hydraulic line resvlting from
a Weagpon accildontally Hscharged by passenger.

11 October 1967

At 0800H thirteen (13) UHA 34D helicopters commenced a D-DAY strike
(Operation MEDINA) 1ifting BLT 1/3 (-) plus Battalions 1/2 and 2/1 from LZ
D 35543 to LZ TOVE (Yd 309378). Upon completion of 1ifting us trogps, the
squadron undertook a 1ift of two (2) RVN battalions from PK-17 (YD €02715)
to LZ BUZZARD (YD 26639L), :

In addition to the strikes, HMM 163 also flew medevsc and resupply missions
throughout the day. ‘ ,

The D-Day 1ift was completed at 1800H. Two (2) aircraft took fire but
received no hits. '

12 October 1967

. HMM 163 continued in support of Operation METENA by flying troop 1ifts,
medevacs and resupplies. Two (2) fire incidents were reported, tut no
alrcraft were hit, :

13 October 1967

A normal day of administrative medevac and resupply was flown by th A
squadron, No fire incidents were recorded. - 7

1L October 1967

Squadron alreraft flew emergency resupply, medevac and administrative
missions in support of Operation MEIINA. One (1) aircraft, YP-7, took one (1)
hit through its cabin as a result of enany autematic weapons fire. No - . -
injuries were reported. :

15 October 1967

Flight opera tions continued in support of Operation MEDINA. Ml ssions
flown were medevac, resupply and administrative flights., No fire incidents -
were reported.
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16 October 1967

”

HMM 163 was utilized in flying medevac, resupply and general administrative
mi ssions in support of Operation MEIMINA&, There were no fire incidents on
this day.

17 October 1967

The squadron contimed supporting Operation MEILNA by flying medevac,
resupply and administrative missions. Two (2) aircraft reported taking fire
but no hits were taken.

18 October 1967

Squadron airéreft flew medevac’ and resupply missions together with
Recon Inserts and Bxtracts in support of III MAF and tha SLF. One (1)
alreraft sustained damage to its left landing gear strut as a result of a
hard 1anding. Tere were four (L) fire incidant reported with one (1)
aircraft, YP-16, taking a hit through its cabin while engaged in a medevac
misgion, No member of the crew was injured as a reanlt of the incident.

19 October 1967

HMM 163 sent twe (2) sircraft to Dorg Ha for medevac duty while the
USS Okinawa steamed out of the Squadrons! operating area in order to avoid
an approaching typhoon,

D October 1967

Flight operations resumed in support of ITI MAF and the SLF. One (1)
aircraft reported taking enemy fire but no hits were reported,

21 October 1967

The squadron comtinued in swport of ITI N&F and the SLF by flying
médevacj resupply and general administrative type missionss No reports of
hostile fire were recorded.

22 October 1967

HMM 163 flew normsl resipply medevac and administrative missions in
support of TIT MAF and the SIF. One (1) fire incident was reported with the
aircraft involved taking no hits.

23 October 1967

. Squadron aircraft were utilized in flying medevac, resapply, and admine
istrative missions supporting IIT MAF and the SLF., There were no incidents

. ~ of enemy fire,
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9y Octobmr 1967

Medevac and resupply missions in addition to Recon Inserts and Extracts
were flown in swport of IIT MAF and the SLF. There was one (1) report of
hostile fire but no hits were taken,

25 October 1967

The squadron continued in sappoert of III MAF and the SF.by flying medevac
resupply and administrative missions. No fire incidents were reported,

26 October 1967

At 07SSH fourteen (1) UH-34D helicopters commenced a D-Day (Operation
FMN%GRMTE) 1ift of ELT 1/3 from Camp Evans (YD 54821} to LZ MALLARD
( YD 468239), After completion of this first phase of the operation, Phase II
(RVN troop 1ift) was undertaken. The second phase comgisted of 1ifting two (2
RUN Battalions from PK-17 (YD 638275) to LZ EAGE (YD 53718k). Both phases
of the combined 1ift were completed by 1800H,

At 1538H YP-13 experienced complete engine fallure without warning, The
pilot autorotated to landing without further Aifficulty, Two (2) alrcraft
reported taking fire, tut neither one was hit.

91 October 1967

HMM 163 flew O+1 support of Operation GRANITE by lifting cne (1) RVWN
Battallon from PE-17 (YD 638275) to LZ DEIN (¥D5%2h3). In addition to the
troop 1ift, squadron aircraft supported SF and IIT MAF operstions by flying
emerzency medevac, resipply, administrative and recon insert and extract
missions., Three (3) fire incidents were reported tut no squadron aircraft
received hits.

2890 ctober 1947

 Medevac, resupply and administrative missions were flown in port of
IIT MAF and the SIF. Two (2) fire incidents took place with one (1) aireraft,
Y. 22, suffering three (3) hits from enemy automatic wegpons. Damsge received
was Classified as Echo. Another aircraft, YP-3, also received Fcho damage
as it settled into trees while on a hoist emergency medevaCs No crew members
were injured in elther of these incidents.

29 October 1967

HMM 163 flew medovec, resupply and administrative mis sions in support of
III MAF and the WF, One (1) aircraft reporting taking:fiwe but received no

hits.
30 October 1967

HMM 163 offloédded from the USS Okdnawa to Quang Trl and reported OpCon GG,
1st MAW 301LOOHET. :
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ANALYST S OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
1. General

Helicopter operations were conducted from the USS Okinawa (LPH-3) during
operation BASTION HILL/MEIINA/FREMONT/GRANITE., After the initial first day
11ft of AT 1/3 ashore, the USS Okinawa was used primarily for casualty
handling and refuecling. Weather, in the way of low clouds and rain squalls
delayed one of the major 1ifts and hampered resupply and medevecs to some
deoree, Commnications with halicopter varied from adequate to good.

24 Analysis

a, Te selection of lantling zones for Operation MEMNA and GRANITE were
poor, Unlevel terrain, high elephant grass, bomb craters, and tree stumps
1imted the 1anding area and nresented a hazard 'to all alrcraft envdlveds
Medevacs during the operations were also hampered due to heavy cancpy in the
area of operation,

b, Commnications and Coordinstion

There were no major comminications preblems on during any of the
operations, Coordination between the SLF, Squadron and Bat talions involved
went smoothly.

c. Operations of Logistic Support Area

Most of all logistic support missions were flown from the lst Marines
LSA just south of Quang Tri. ‘The LSA was well organized and no delays were
encountered in loading the h@icopters. The LSA was large enoughtto accomdate
four (L) UH-34IFs and dust presented no real prodlsm. There were few
obstructions in the area of the LSA and in general was an excellent choice from
an Aviation point of vidw.

d. Resupply of Companies

: Resunply missions to the individual companies seemed to be well planned
and coordinsted. Mmergency night type resupply missions were held to a
minimum by prior planning, Most emepgeasy missions were caused by either poor
Westher or enemy action. Sme marginal zones were encountered on Operation
MEIINA while supporting 1/2 and 2/1. 1/3's zones were exsellent on this
oneration, probably due to fact that they were on more favorable terraln,

3., Conclustins

In view of the steep terrain, dense jungle and sometimes marginal weather
condition that exited during these operations, in particular Operations MEIINA
and GRANITE, they were conducted smoothly and without any major problems, The
fact that no alrcraft or crewmembers were lost and the job was accomplished
under these trying conditions was duw partically to good planning and : " an-tei
coordination between the Aviation amd ground units involved.
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STATI STICAL SUMMARY

OPERATIONS BASTION HILL/MEINA AND LI BERTYTII/GRANITE

DATE ORTES  PAX  CANIO MEDEVACS HOURS
100cté7 3l 928 2.4 0 13A.6
110ct£7 238 473 341 15 87.1
1 Vet 87 82 3.2 12 Lh7.h
1hocté7 158 119 16.3 L 16,5
150ct67 115 126 6e3 L 36,6
160ct67 1Ll 158 11.3 3 51.6
170¢ct67 118 10 32 4 1.1
180ct67 232 228 8.2 76 7747
190¢t67 0 0 0 0 6e7
210ct 67 83 10 €2 26 h2.9
220ct€7 70 132 he2 12 3B.8
2g)ct67 1o 151 6.1 3 68.5
2Loct 67 129 D2 B.2 6 63.7
260¢t 67 167 1pé Oh 1 73.4
270cté7 152 35 3.3 In 6l.6
280ct €7 109 110 2.8 9 L34
290¢ t67 23 Y 0 0 33.4
00cté? 0 0 0 0 hé6,1
TOTAL 2648 L2A  87.4 297 1156, 2
Number aircraft hit by enemy fire . 3
‘I‘\fumber Fire Incidents 22
Number alreraft damaged or d?stroyed operationally 3
Number of personnel #ounded In Actlon 0
Number of Xilied In Action 0
E\"_E! AT S
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NARRATIVE UMM RY

: Miring this perinrd, HMM-163, locatcd aboard the USS Okinawa, was under
‘ ”‘pCI'atl"nal comtrel of ¥ke CTG 79.4. The prlmqry activitics durine this
pericd were administrative and lepistic flights in su pport of Task Group 7.
794 and in direct supp:rt of Cperaticns BASTION HTLT,MEDINA aud I1BERITY TT/

GRANI TE,
PART ITT
SIGNIFIC?NT EVENTS
1 Octewer 1967 - (STFLioht Time 7.0
Sortics 25
Mre Inciderts 0
Cemments: HMM 163 flew general qdmm:'trotlu, missions
in suppart of the IF.
2 Octewer 1967 ~ (3 Flieht Time 12.5
Sertics 2
‘ Firc Incidents 0 '
‘ : Comments: Administrative typs missions in aupport of the
'3 Octebrt 19¢7 - (5) Flisht Time 13.1
Sortics 8 - g
Firc Incidents ™ ~ O
COII’]me,JtS. ‘dmi nctrut ufu and ‘nnvztunncn, Tlights.
l; ®ctower 1967 - (S) Flight Time 16.1
- - .gorties oo - . o8 . .,
P .. Fire Tno,ldmts o Q. s
-Cemmeirt s¢ dzm.nqu ative and mai: l't«,na'lcc fllght Se
K Cotolsy 19867 - (q\ L‘llﬂ'ht Time l’.
Sortics L8
Firc Incidants - s Q)
Comment st Administrative type £lights in support of the
SLF, ‘;-Z SRV O
- icteder 1967 - () Flight Time D.?
Scrtics’ L
Fire Incideuts D

Cogmertiss.  “iministrative missions.in support of -LF . . .
speratiens werg flown together with maintenance test hep s,
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7 October 1967 ~ (9 Flight Time 12.0
Sorties 1L
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Administrative missions and test flights.
8 October 1967 - (9) Flight Time Te9
Sorties 2k
Fire Incidents 0
Comment s¢ Administrative and maintenance flights.
9 October 1967 - (5) Flight Time 19.4
‘ Sorties 14
Fire Incidenta: =0 9
Commemt gt  Adminigbrative and maintenance flights.
10 October 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 136.6
Sorties 341
Fire Incidents 0

11 October 1967 -

12 October 1967 -

12 October 1967 -

=zt ober 19€7 -

Comments: HMM 163 flew an administrative troap 1ift in
preparation for Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA.

(8) Flight Time 87.1
Sorties 238
Fire Incidents 2

Comment s¢ Squadron launched initial strike in support
of Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA. Following the strike,
medevacy resupply and administrative missions were
flown,

(S) Flight Time 51,8
Sorties 107
Fire Incidemnts 2

Comments: Contimed in support of ‘Operation BASTION
HILL/MEDINA.

(S) Might Time 7.4
Sorties 87
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Flights congigted of medevac, resupply and
administrative missions in suppart of the SJF and
Operation MEIINA,

(S) Flight Time L6.5
Sorties 158
Fire Incidents 1

Commertt s3  Emerg ency rempply, medevac and general
administrative type missions were flown in. support
of Operation MEMINA, One (1) aircraft, YP-7, received
one (1) hit through its cabin as a result of enemy
automatic wegpong fire., No injuries were reported.
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15 October 1967 -
16 October 1967 -
17 October 1967 -

18 October 1967 -

19 October 1967 -

[
i
[

D October 1967 -
Johober 1967 -

¥ Dctober 1967 -

(S) Flight Time 36,6

Sorties 115

Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Contimed in support of Opergtion MEIINA.
(8) Flight Time 51.6

Sorties 14,

Fire Incidents 0 _
Comment ss Continued in support of Operation MEIINA.
{9) Flight Time .1

Sorties 118

Fire Incidents _ 2

Cotment st Contimued in support of Operation MEDINA.
(S) Flight Time T77.7

Sorties : 232

Fire Incidents L

Comment st HMM 163 flew medevac,. resupply, recon inserts
and éxtracts in support of III MeF and the SIF, One (1)
aircraft, YP-5, received damage to its left landing

gear strut as a result of a hard landings No one was
injured in the mishap. Another aircraft, ¥P-16, t ook

a hit through its cabin while on a medevac mission,

(S) Alight Time 6.7
Sorties 0
Fire Incidents 0

Commerts: Squadren sent two (2) aircraft to Dorg Ha
for medevac duty while ship steamed out of area to
avoid spproaching typhoon,

(8) Flight Time 55.4
Sorties : oL
Fire Incidents 1

Comment 5¢ Flight operations in support of the SIF,
IIT MAF and I Corps.

(8 Flight Time Lh2.9
Sorties 83
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Medevac, resupply and general administrative
type flights in support of the IF and IIT MAF.

(8) FMight Time 38.8
Sorties 70
Fire Incidents 1

Comments: Contimued in support of the IF and IIT MAF.
“DECL
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- 23 October 1967 - (S) Flight Time 8.5
Sorties 140
Fire Incidents 0

Commert s: Contimed in support of the SLF and III MAF.

2l October 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 63.7
‘ Sorties 129
Fire Incidents 1

Comments: Squadron flew normasl medevac; resupply and

admininstrative missions in addition to recon inserts
and extracts in sipport of the SLF and IIT MgF,

% October 1967 - (8) Flight Time  50.7
Sorties 11
Pire Ir;cidents 0

Comments: Contimued in support of SLF and ITI MAF
op erations,

26 October 1967 « (S) Flight Time 73.4
Sorties 167
Fire Incidents 2

Commentss HMM-163 launched a D<Day strike in support
of Operation LIBERTY II/GRANITE. One (1) aircraft,
YP-13, suffered an in-flight engine failure. Pilot
executed a safe autorative landing, No damage (other
than the engine) was reported.

21 October 1967 - (S) Flight Time .6
Sorties 152
Fire Incident s 3
Comments: Missions flown in swpport of the SF and
IIT MaFR,
28 October 1967 - (S) Flight Time L3.k
‘ Sorties 109
Fire Incidents 2
Commert ss Contimed supporting SLF and IITI MAF

operations, Two (2) aircraft received echo damage from
direct enemy action. YP-22 tak three (3) hits from
enemy automatic weapons fire while YP-3 settled into
trees tn a hoist emergency medevac pickup., There were
no squadron personnel injured.

. Jmbober 1967 - (8) Flight Time 33.L

! Sorties 23
Fire Incidents - 1
Commert s: Flew missions in support of the &F and ITI
MAF,
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jo October 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time Lé.1

Sorties | ' 0
Fire Incidents 0

Comment g8 HMM 163 offloaded from the USS Okinawa to
Quang Tri Alr Field.

1, Flight Data 1- 0 October 1967
Flight Hours- = = = = « = « = = = = = = & 1273.8
Sortieg « = = = = c c m c e e - e - - - 2897
Pax/Troops = = = « = = = = = =~ =« = = = = 1716
Tons of Carf0 = = « = = = = = = = = = = = 91.2
CosualtieS e = = = « = = = = = = = = = = 0

. 2» fwards

During this period the Squadron presented 37 Air Medals.
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PART T

OR:ANIZATIONAL DATA

(C) 1. Organizational Data:

24

(a) Reporting Unit HMM-163

(®) Location 4F, USS Okinawa

(c; Reporting 1~ X October 1947

(d) Commanding Of ficer F, A, RIECK,MAJOR, UIC
(e) Executive Officer W. T, LUNSFORD, MaJOR, UTMC
(f) Operationsg Officer R, S. CHARLES, MaJOm, UIMC
(2) Administration Of fycer . A DA S, 1/Lt.,USMC

éh) Intellisence Officer H. L, ZISENON, CAFT., USMC
i) Lozistics Officer L. S. UNDEWHILL, CAPT,,UMC
(i) &/C Yaintenunce Officer J. L, WA3GS, C& T., USMC
(k) Aviation Safety Officer B, M, GORDAN, 1/Lt., US"C
(1) Flisht Q1veon J. W. QCCHRAN, LT., UV

Task Organizstion and Unit Loecation

M43-15 (Rekn), 9th V4B, SLF, USS Okinawa
1- 3 October 1967

Aver age Monthly Strencth

UM USN T4,
OFFT CRRS: L3 1 Lk

BTLI STED: 180 3 18

CONFITEMTL AL, - NOKJ RN
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MARINE MEIIUM HELIOOPTER SQUADRON 163
Marine Aircraft Group 36
1lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPQ San Francisco 96602

. 3¢RET:jd
CNs 003432267
18 November 1967

LB

T

';me: Commanding Officer
To: = Commander, Task Group Seven Nine Poimt Four

' C
sibi:  #fter Action Report, Cperations BASTICN HILL/MENINY/FREMCNT/GRAVITE: 3
gabmi sgion of 3
Twf: 4mmex J to CTG 79,k Cperation Plan 120-67 '
T ‘ N
Fncls jl Chronology of Significant Events W
2) Mnalysis of Helicopter Cperations
A3) Statistical Surmary
1. In accordance with Reference (a), enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are Q
2. This letter gy be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of ‘enclosures ()
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