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SECRET - NOflRN 

1 st Marine AircrAft Wing, FMFP;:tc 
liP. San Francisce 96ft 2 

From: Comm::mr:l:ing Officer 

3: 'WC:.4 d 
5750 
SerNa :()63~31 u,") 
8 November 1,67 

To: CommAnder, Task GroUp Seventy Nine Point Four 

~bj ; CX>:mmand Chronology; submission of 

Ref : (.<1) ~~m S7 50 • 2 
<y) em 79.4 ltr 3:RJM:cl..m over 5750 dtd 5/pr67 

Ehcl: -1,1) C0mm8nd Chrono1,ogy for the Period 1-JC October 196,( 
~ lIA, .4!.s riO I1i I.I/~ />?~.&I.rlA/ ~~E/>"><>'"'1 I>RA,.J '1""$, 10-30 tPe:P fp 7 

1. In ;<ccordance with referen6es (li) and (b) J encl::>sure (1) is 
robmi tted. 

2. This Idtex is r:J(ll.'Il~a,·'!e.<1 t.r~ LHlCl..s~c;.j..fJ.;xl. 1.l,-..c)J], l'ti;lIl',val of 
enclogu'E' (1). 
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10 Oc.tober 1 Q6'L 

At 07 JJ H fifteen (15) UH- 34n he1icop ters commenced an administrative 
troop 11ft (Operation BASTION HILL) of aT 1/3 (-) from the LPH-3 to L2 
YD 3Q,4,0. 'Ihe 11ft was completed at 1800H. 

During the troop lift, one (1) aircraft, YP-23, made a forced landing 
aboard the TJSS MUm (EPD-6) due to a severed hydraulic line resulting from 
a weapon acc:1.,i<.mtally cJj.f;Chd['ged by paGi:reuger. 

11 October 1967 

At OBoOH thirteen (13) DBiii34D helicopters commenced a D-DAY strike 
(Op0rution MEDI:N4) iifting 13LT 1/3 (-) plus Battalions 1/2 and 2/1 from LZ 
~D 3L5543 to LZ roVE (Yd 3J9.378). Upon conpletion of lifting us troops, the 
squadron undertook a lift of two (2) RVN battalions from PK-17 (YO 6}J)~5) 
to L2 BUZZ~RD (YD 266394). . 

In adrli tion to the strikes, HMM 163 also n·ew medevac and resupply missions 
throughout the day. . 

'Ihe D-DaY lift was completed at lBoOH. Two (2) aircraft took fire but 
received no hit s. 

12 October 1967 

. HMM 163 continued in support of Operation MEJXN!\ by flying troop lifts, 
mel'ievacs and resupplies. Two (2) fire incidents were rEported, rut no 
aircraft were hit. 

13 October 1967 

A mrmal d.qy of administr,!'itive menevac and resupply was flown by the ~ 
squadron. No fire incidents were recorded. '/ 

14 0 cto ber 1967 

Squadron aircraft flew emergency resupply, medevaC and administrative 
m:tssions in support of Operation METIrNA. One (1) aircraft, YP-7, took one (1) 
hit throUF'h it s cabin as a re:i1l t of enell\Y automatic weapons fire. No 
injuries were reported. 

15 Octo her 1967 

Flight Opera tions continued in support of Operation mJl[NA. Missions 
flown were medevaC, resupply and administrative nights. No fire incidents 
were reoorted. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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16 Ocmber 1967 

HMM 163 was utilized in flying medevac, resupply and general administrative 
mi ssions in support of Operation M&rn:N.A. There were no fire incirtents on 
this day. 

17 october 1967 

"'ftle squadron continued supporting Operation MEDrNA by flyill?; medevaO, 
resuPply ann administrative missions. Two (2) aircraft reported taking fire 
bu t no hit s were taken. 

18 october 1967 

Squadron airtraft -new meder1ac:an1 re6Upply missions together with 
Recan Inserts and Extracts in support of III MAF and the SLF. One (1) 
aircraft sustained daJllage to its left landing gear strut as a result of a 
hard landing. ']here were four (4) fire incident reported with one (1) 
aircraft, IP-16, tald..ng a hit thl'ough its cabin 'While engaged in a medevac 
mission.. No member of the crew Was injured as a reSllt of the incident. 

19 Ocwber 1967 

HMM 163 sent twa (2) ~aft to Ibrq; Ha for medevac duty while the 
USS Okinawa steamed out of the Spanronst operating area in order to avoid 
an approaching typhoon. 

2) Octo 'her 1967 

Flight operations resumed in support of III Mi\F and the s:,F. One (I) 
aircr~t reported taking enenu fire but no hits were r~orted. 

a october 1967 

']he squadron continued in SUpport of III N~ and the SLF by tiy!ng 
JIIedevaeJ resupply and general administrative type nd. ssions. No reports of 
ho stile fire were recorded. 

22 October 1967 

HMM 163 flew normal. reSlpply medevac and administrative missions in 
sUpport of III MAF and the SLF. One (1) fire incident was reported with the 
aircraft involved taking no hits. 

23 October 1967 

S}uarlron aircraft were utilized in .flying medevaCJ re6Upply, and admin­
istrative missions supporting III MI\F and the SLF. There were no incidents 
of enemy fire. 
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Medevac anti resupply missions in addition to Racon Inserts and i1)ctracts 

were Oown in s\lnport of III MAF and the SLF. 'fuere Was one (1) report of 
hostUe fire but no hits were taken. 

25 Octo~r 1967 

The squadron continued in Slpport of nI M.(F and the U. by .flying medev aO 

resu-pply and administrative missions. No fire incidents were reported. 

26 October 1967 

~t o755H fourteen (14) UH-34D helicopters cOJllllenced a D.1l::Jy (Operation 
FRJM)NT/GR~NITE) lift of ELT 1/3 from Camp Evans (YD 5482J» to L2 MALLARD 
( YD 4~232) • Atter oonpletion of this first phase of the operation, Phase II 
(RVN troop lift) was undertaken. 'lhe second phase cOl:lsisted of lifting two (2) 
llVN Battalions from PK..17 (YD 638215) m LZ ]nGLE (YD 537184). Ebth phases 
of the combined lift were completed by 1800H. 

4t 153BH IP-13 experience::! cOJ1l:)lete engine faUure without warning. The 
pilot autorot~ted to landing \Ii.thout further rtl.fficulty. Two (2) aircraft 
reported taking fire, rut neither one Was hit. 

'8 October 1967 

HMM 163 new 0+1 alpport of Operation GRIINITE by lifting one (1) RVN 
Battalion from PK-17 (YD 638275) to LZ :DBrN (YD 595 243). In addition to the 
troop lift, squadron aircraft supported SLF and III MA.F operations by flying 
emergency- lIledevac~ refnpp1y, administrative and racon insert and extract 
misSions. 'furee \3) fire incidents were reported b.1 t no squa.dron aircraft 
receiverl hits. 

Medevac, resupply and administrative missions were flown in ~port of 
III ·M~F and the SLF. Two (2) fire incidents took plaCe with one (1) aircraft, 
~-22, suffering three (3) hits from enenw automatic we~ons. D.gIJl,<:€e reCeived 
WaS clasSified as Echo. Another aircraft, lP-3, also received Fl:ho <hLm;:ge 
as it settled into trees mile on a hoist emergency medavaC. No crew members 
were injured in either of these incidents. 

29 OCloober 1967 

HMM 163 new lIledevac, reEnpply and admLoi$trative Mis sions in support of 
In ~-and the V. One (1) aircraft reporting takit:g: t.bre but reoeil'ed no 
hits. 

~ October 1967 

HMM 163 off10·a\t3d from the USS Okinawa to Quang Tri and reported OpCon OJ" 
1 st MAW 3Jl!,oOH (ff • 

ENOLO SURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



'0 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
ANALYSJ:S OF Hl!tlOOPTER OPERATrONS 

1. General 

Helicopter operations were conducted from the USS Okinawa (LPH-3) da1'~ 
operation BI\STION HILL!MEmNN'FR»ONTjGRANITE. After the initial first day 
11ft of ILT 1/3 ashore, the USS Okinawa Was used primarily for casualty 
handling ~nd refueling. Weather, in the way of low Clouds and rain squalls 
delayed one of the major lilts and ha~ered resupply and medevac s to some 
degree. Comnunications with haJ.icopter varied from adequate to good. 

2. Analysis 

a. '!he selection of lantling zones for Operation MS:o£NA and GRANITE were 
poor. Unlevel terrain, high elephant grass, bomb craters, and tree stumps 
lind.ted the lan11ng area and 1')resezrted a hazara 'to all aircraft envolved. 
Medevaos rfuring the operations were also haJlt>ered due to heaVy canopy in the 
area of operation. 

b. Communications and Coordination 

'!here were no major cOlTllT1lnications prtblems on during any of the 
operations. Coordination between the SLF, 9:luadron and Bat tal ions involved 
went smoothly. 

c. Operations of LogistiC Slpport Area 

Most of all logistic support missions were flown from the 1st Marines 
LSA just ~uth of Quang Tri. 'lhe LSA was well organized and no del~ were 
encountered in loading the h8.icopters. 'lhe LSA. was large enought,to aceonndate 
four (4) UH-34I1s and dust presented no real probllflll. 'lhere were few 
obstructions iIi the area of the L31 and in general Was an excellent choice from 
fln Aviation poinJ:.of v:l9.w. 

d. Resupply of Conpanies 

ResuflDly missions to the 1ndiv1cbal co~anies seemed to be well planned 
flnd coordinated. Elnergency night type reSlpply rni ssions were held to a 
m1n1num by prior planning. M::>st ~g ... y missions were caused by either poor 
wealtlter or enemy action. SJme marginal zones were encountered on Op er ation 
:M1l;nrNA while supporting 1/2 and 2/1. 1/3' 8 zones were exvellenl:. on this 
oneration, nrobably due to fact that they were on more favorable terrain. 

3. Conclusibns 

In View of the steep terrain, dense jungle and sometimes marginal weather 
condition thAt exited during these Operations, in p articular Operations MEDINA 
and G1i.ANITE, they were conducted lJIloothly and without aIV major problems. 'lhe 
f Rot that no aircraft or creunembers were lost and the job Was accomplished 
under these trying conditions Was duo partical1y to good planning and.; r' "n-+~i 
coordinf3,tion between the Aviation and ground units invo:t!ed. 
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STArr STICAL g]MM~RY 

OPER.~'ITONS B1ST[ON HIu.LMEl:n:NA AND LIBERTYUILGRANITE 

n~TE 9)RTrES ~ ~ MEDEVACS ~ 

lOOct67 3L1 928 ~.4 0 13~.6 
110ctf.7 238 413 3.1 15 87.1 
1roct67 107 L04 1.6 39 51.8 
1J)ot67 87 82 3.2 12 47 .4 
100ct67 158 119 16.3 4 46.5 
l~oct67 115 126 6.3 4 36.6 
l&lct$7 144 158 11.3 3 51.6 
170ct67 118 1LO 3.2 4 LI.1 
180ct67 232 228 8.2 76 17.7 
19Jot67 0 0 0 0 6.1 
2JOct67 94 185 6.5 39 55.4 
2loct67 83 IJ) 6.2 26 42.9 
2~ct~7 70 132 4.2 12 38.8 
2l6ct67 140 151 6.1 3 . 68.5 
2 oct 67 129 ::02 8.2 6 63.7 
~Oct67 lUI. 159 9.1 3 50.7 
2(()ot67 167 /P6 0.4 1 13.4 
270ct61 152 375 3.3 L1 61.6 
i'Oct67 109 II!) 2.8 9 43.4 
~90ct67 23 0 0 0 33.4 
))Oct67 0 0 0 0 46.1 
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 2f.48 4261 87.4 297 11~6.2 

Number ~rcraft hit by enemY fire 3 

Number Fire Inoidents 22 , , 

Number aircraft damaged or destroyed operationally 3 , 
Number of personnel w:>nnded In Action 0 

Number of nUed In Action 0 
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Dlring this pGri:,d, HMM-163, lccntc. 8bcElr. thc U SS Okin2WA, WRS under 

c~Grati'm1.'ll c:nt:rcl cf "Joto em 79.4. The primAry ;:Jcti"vitiGS during this 
periC'. WerE !?dnrLnis;trrntivG and lC!"istic flights in supp-:-rt cf TAsk Greup ~. ' .. ,' 
7,.4 An .. in dirE-:ct su,.prt ;f OperAtkns .,~.sTION rITLT,/MFillNA ~'IlJti J,lllJ.:;J:iTY TT/ 
GROOTE. 

P .'RT III 

SIGNIFI C ~NT EVIi1'JTS 

1 tcteter 1~67 - (S)Flip;bt Time 7.2 
Sorties 25 
FirG I Dei dG nt s 0 
Cerrnncnts: H]I~ 163 flew q-e118l'Al .'ldministr.~t:i.vG missions 
in support of the SLF. 

2 Octetcr 1~67 - (S) :Flipht lrime 12.5 
Slrtics 22 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: _~ dm.inistl'at .tve tY]J6 missi OIlS' in rupp ort of the 
,QLF. 

: 3 Oct.trt 19f7 - (S) fli,rht Time 13.1 
SOrties 31 
FirG Incident s 0 
Comments: ,t,dmf:listr.1tiva'1ud lrlnintclMHCG tTights. 

1) .cto~r 19{q - (8) Flight 'lime 16.1 
.' SOrties ,2_, 

,. Fire Ino;i.dG.'1t s .J. 
. . O.mmClIt!.~s·'.dltli..{.s£F.q"t.i va 

,.:1:. ' 

(S} Fli ght Tim0 
Sorties 
Fire Ind d.snt s o 

~t < ,": :; ~ ,. " .~ 

lldlll1.11iSt-::raUvG tYlh: .flights in sup~ort of th .. C .... l1I11lBnts: 
SLF. 

";,ct.o,~ur .1967 _. (s) Fli r;ht 'lime 10 • 2 
SoitiGS 4h 
FirG Incicknt s I)' 

CoJmnGIrts;. ':ritninist;l',,,tivc;. missionsinsuppoJ.:1,of. 'SLF, .. 
• N:,ratj .• n~ 1.,~rqflatm .to~e.ther Tollith mo:lint8n:JDCG test he,s. 

". '~'.' 
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7 October 1967 - (s) Flight Time 12.0 

S:Jrt.ies 14 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Administrative missions and test nights. 

8 October 1967 - (S) Flight T.i.me 7.9 

9 October 1967 -

Sorties 24 
Fire Incident s 0 
Comment s: Admi nistrative and m.s:tnt.enancefli.ght s. 

(s) Flight 'lime 19.4 
Sorties 14 
Fire Incidents,·.O' 
CommeITts: Administrative 

j 

and mainte~1nce flights. 

10 October 1967 - (S) flight Time 136.6 
SJrtics 3lD.. 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: HMM 163 flew an administrative troop lift in 
pr.:paration f01" Op eration B ~.3'ITON HILL/MEDINA. 

H Oct,ooor 19&7 - (S) Fli ght Time 87 .1 
S:>rties 238 
Fire Incident s 2 
Comment sJ Squadron 1 aunched initi a1 strike in supp ort . 
of Operation B~STrON HILL/MEmNA. Following the strike, 
medevac, resupply and administrative missions were 
flow, 

12 October 1961 - (S) Flight Time 51.8 
Sorties 107 
Fire Incident s 2 
Comments: Contimed in .suPport of ·cperation Bt\STrON 
HILL/MEDIN A. 

1: Oct,nber 1967 - (S) Flight Time 47.4 
Sorties 87 
Fire Incident s 0 
Comments: Flights consisted of medevac, resupply and 
administrative m:i ssions in suppart of the a,F and 
Op eration MEDrNA. 

:..: t 0 ber 1967 - (S) Flight 'lime 46.5 
SJrties 158 
Fire Incident s 1 
Comment s: Emerg ency re 9lp ply, medevac and general 
administrative type mi ssions were flown in. supp ort 
of Op eration MEmNA. One (1) aircraft, YP-7, received 
one (1) hit th!rough its cabin as a result of enemy 
automatic wel:pons fire. No injuries were rEported. 
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15 October 1967 - (s) Fl igh t Time 

Sorties 
Fire Incident s 
Comment s: Contirned 

36,6 
115 
o 

in support of Operation MEmNA. 

16 October 1967 - (S) Flight Time $1.6 
Sorties 144 
Fi re Inci dent s 0 
Cbmments: Continued in support of Operation MEillNA. 

17 Octo ber 1967 - t S) Fl:igh t Time 
. SJrties 

Fire Incidents 
Colnrnent s: Continued 

41.1 
118 
2 

in support 

18 Octo her 1967 - (S) Flight Time 77.7 
SJrties 232 
Fire Incident s 4 

of.' Operation lIfEillNA. 

Comment SI HMM 163 flew medevac" resupply, rec on insert s 
and extracts in support of III Mil,F and the SLF. One (1) 
aircraft, YF-5, received damage to its left lAnding 
gear strut as a result of a hard landing. No one was 
injured in the mishap. Another aircraft, yp-16, took 
a hit through its cabin while on a medevac mission. 

19 October 19'$7 - (s) flight Time 6.7 
SJrlies 0 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comment s: SqUadrtm. sent two (2) aircraft to IbIg Ha 
for medevac duty while sh:ip steamed out of area to 
.qvoid approaching typhOon. 

2) October 1967 - (S) Flight Time 55.4 
&:lrlies 94 
Fire Incident s 1 
Comments: Flight cperations in support of the SLF, 
III MAF and I CQJ'Pe. 

:Yt.0bflr 1967 - (S) Flight Time 42.9 
Sorties 83 
Fire Inci dent s 0 
Comments: MedevaC, resupply and general administrative 
type flights in support of the s:,F and III MAF·.' 

i~ O:;tober 19.67 - (S) Flight Time 
Sorties 
Fire Incidents 
Comments: Continued 

38.8 
70 
1 

in support of the ELF and III MAB'. 
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23 October 1967 -

DECLASSIFIED 

(s) Flight T.ime 
SJrties 
Fire Inci dent s 
Connnent s: Continued 

68.5 
140 
o 

• 
in· supp art of the SLF and III MAF. 

24 October 1967 - (S) Flight 'rime 63.7 
Sorties 129 
Fire InCidents 1 
Comments: SCFadron flew normal medevac; resupply and 
admininstrative missions in addition to recon inserts 
and extract s in 9lpport of the SLF and III MAF. 

~ October 1967 - (5) Flight Time 50.7 
Sortie~ 141 
Fire Incident s 0 
Connnents: O:mtinued in support of EJ,F and ITI MAF 
Op erations. 

26 October 1967 ... (S) Flight Time 73.4 
&>rl ie s 167 
Fire Inci dent s 2 
Comments: HMM-163 launcned a ~Day strike in support 
of Operation LIBERTY II/GROOTE. One (1) aircraft, 
YP-1J, suffered an in-flight engine failure. Pilot . 
executed a safe autorative landing. No damage (other 
than the engine) Was reported • 

. t1 October 1967 - (S) Fl.:ight Time 6l~6 
Sorties 152 
Fire Incident s 3 
Comments: Missions flown in support of the a,F and 
III MAF. 

28 October 1967 - (S) Flight Time 43.4 
Sorties 109 
Fire Inciden ts 2 
Commentsl Continued S-lppoIting SLF and III MAF .• 
operations, Two (2) aircraft received echo damage from 
direct enenw aCtion. Yl'-22 tcok three (3) hits from 
enenw automatic weapons fire while YF-3 settled into 
trees tm a· hoist emergency medevac pickup. '!here were 
no squadron personnel injured. 

JI'fCober 1961 - (S) Flight Time 33.4 
Sorties 23 
Fire Incident a 1 
Comments: Flew missions in rupport of the ELF and III 
MAF. 
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'$) October 1967 .. (3) Flight Time 46.1 

1. Flight Data 

Ebrties 0 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comment s: HMM 163 ofnoaded from the U SS Okinawa to 
Quang Tri Air Field. 

'PART IV 

1-3) October 1967 

Flight Hburs- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1Z73.8 

~rties - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2897 

P aJ1'/ Troop s - - - - - - - - - - - - 4716 

Ton s of Carg 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 91. 2 

Casualties - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 

2. Awards --
lliring this period the Squ.sdron presented rr .lIir Medals • 
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OJIlFI DEWIT ~ - ;JOFCH N 

PART I 

OID.A1'JIZitTION q, ,!!AT\ 

(0) 1. Org.anizationaJ.. Data: 

(A) Reporting Unit 
C.) Loc,.,.ti·:m 
(0) REp orting 
(d) Commanding Officer 
(e) J!)cecuti ve Officer 
(f) 00 erations Of tic er 
(:~) Administration Of1l.cer 
(h) Intelli<>ence Officer 
(i) Lo.'dstics Officer 
Ci )0/ C '>faint ell-.lllC e Officer 
(k)~:vi At.bn Sa! ety Officer 
(1) Fliq;ht Sl:q>60n 

2. Task Oxy Anizatian and Uni t Location 

•• 

HMM-163 
s:,F, U SS 0 kinawa 
1- X, 0 etC' ber 19'7 
F. ".. m ECKTtL, MAJD R, U S',fC 
1·T. T. LUNSlOqD, ~.~ ~J('H., U ,gvrc 
R.. S. CB UtL Tf;S, ~tJO:!'!, USMC 
T).~. Dk'lI S, liLt., U .sHe 
H. L. ECSENErm, C~tT., u~c 
L. s. UNDE!tBILL, C4PT.,UgA"C 
J. 1.. 1I'1G .'3, ON T., U Sl'lC 
B. M. GORDAN, l/Lt., U 31"0 
J. lV. (l'CHR~N, LT., USN 

Tlr{'.r-l~ (Mn)" 9th 11' iB, SL:F', U SS Okinawa 
l-.Jl October 19C1 

3. Avl?!' a~6 l,bnthly strenrth 

01'1''1 CH..;R'3: 
~.FLI S1.'liJD: 

USJI.fC 

43 
IPO 

USN 
1 
3 

W'1'1[, 

44 
183 

CONFI TJEt.lTI At - NOro ttN 
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}11(ttrNE Mmm1 HELIOOPTER s:}UADrIlN 163 

Marine Aircraft Group 36 
1st Marine Aircraft 'Wll'lS1 FMFPac 

FPO San Francisco 96fJ:J 2 

,From: Comm!'.lnding t'fficer 
'Ib: Commanrier, Task .Group SeVen Nine Point Four 

3sREl::jd 
eN: 00 3A3 2267 
18 November 1967 

!:llb;1: 4fterAction REport, rperations BI\SrrDN HILL/HEmNI1jF.tlEMUNT/GRANITEf 
submi ssion of 

lef: 1\.nnex J to ero 79.4 Operation Plan 1a:>-67 

Enol: -11) O1.rono1ogy of Significant Event s 
.(42) An~ysis of Helicopter f'perations 
-A 3) statistic al Slmmar.Y . 

1. In :~ccordance ldth Reference (a), enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are 
su brrd. t ted. 

+ ..... , " 

" ~ , . : ... · .. L ~ ,', ~ . 

• ""f _.; , ." • 'j _',. '{' ._, :'; 

• t .~~. i.' " ., '. 

:"(' _.:. , 

:1., . 

'J . "": . . : Copy L oflii- copies 
;. \ 
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