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MARINE MEll:UM HEtIOOPTER SQUADroN 163 

Marine .A1rcratt GroUp :;6 
1 st Mar.1ne Ai. rcraf't ltltng, Ji'MFP sc 

Fl'O San Frand sco 96CO 2 

From. Ccmmand1.ng Officer 
To. . Commanding Officer, Marine A1.rcratt G~ .36 

SUQj. Command Chronolegy, l-~November 1967 

W, GruO S7!jJ Sertes 

3.i-TilWtj d 
~~ 
Semo: o.3A33867 
4 IBeember 1987 

I 
1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is 8Ubm:l.t'~d. ...... 

~ 
~ 

2. Thts letter is declassified to unclassified urron removal of enclosure (1). 
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A. P ART ONE - oro ANIZA'I!ONAL DATA 

1. Commanding Officer and staff 

3:W1M.jd 
"St~ 
4 D3cember 19$7 

a. Frederick A. RUECK1!L, Major, Commanding Officer, 1 ... 19 Novemb@zi( 
1967 

b. Loui~, w. SCHt«NDT, Lt(»l., (»manding Officer, a>-J> November 
1987 ' 

c. 'William T. LUNsroR.'D, Major, Elcecuti. ve Officer" 1-» November 1987 
d. Robert S. CH~m:.ES" Major, Operations Officer, l-l0Novem~r 19$7 
e. Robert I. nZJl)EFER, Major, Operations Officer, 11-24 N9~~mber 

19~ , "'"', 
f. Clarence L. OOTH, Maj.r, Operations Of't'icer, z>-J) Nov~r 19t3T 
g. Lonnie S. UNDERHILL, C<ptain, Logistics Officer, 1-JJ"NoY9mbe.r 

19di' ,;:. ,V • t _ 

h. Bernard M. GORJl)N, 1at Lt., Aviation Safety Officer, l-.D)Ia_ber., 
19di' , ,,:"', ' 'iii 

i. J an as L. Rroo S, Major, Maintenance Officer, 1-» NO~~,~~~gel 
j. Robert E. nZIDEFER, Major .. NAIDPS Officer, 1 .. 10 Ndv'~~!,,~967 
k. Henry:l&;. ErS1!NOON, Major, NA'IOPS O.ff1cer, U .. » Novell,!~.rdP,d7 
1. Joseph R. GRAY, Captain, Administration Of£icer, 1-24 ~t~,p~r 
19c37' \ 

m. Robart E. n.ZIDEFER, Major, Administration Officer, 25'-)) 
November 19t37 

n. J.hn & OOCH1W1, Lieutenant, USN(Mc), Medical Officer, 1-19 
November 19$1 , 

O. Jahn A. GIDmms, Lieutenant, USJ(MC), Medical Officer, ro-1> 
November 1967 

p. Henry L. ErSENS>N, Major, Intelligence Officer, 1-10 November 1987 
q. Robert G. CZAUS" C~tain, Intelligence O!'ficer" 11-» November 

19d1 
r. William K. WESU,IID, C~tain, Custodian, it C File, 1-1> November 

1967 

2. Task Organization 

Location - Marine Quang Trl Airfield, Republio of Vietnam, 1 .. 1> November 
1961 

3. Aver!€e Monthly Strength 

Marine Navy 

Officer &11isted Of!'icer ,',Enlisted 

46 a)0 1 o 
4. Inportant Vls1 tors 

IDen. Noman J. ANDZRroN, Commanding General, 1 at Marine Air 'Wlng. 
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B. P t\RT '.M) - N~RRA'l!IVE SUMMAlY 

3:WRW:jd 
~50 
4 December 19$7 

1 No'Vamber 1987 - Operations were conducted in the Quang TrljIhng Ha areas 
in s~port of the 3rd MARmV. El.~bteen (18) mede'Vac missions were flom in the 
lhng Ha area lifting a total of fifty-fi'Ve (55) medevacs. One (1) aircraft, 
It'-10, BuNo. 11£786 nown by lILt. MURRAY, went down· in a merievac zone as a 
rssttlt of daJIIaged rotor blades. No injuries to crew members were reported. 
There were no fire incidents on this day. 

2 D:lcember 19~ - Nonna! operatlons conducted in the Quang TrljIhng Ha 
areas in sq,port 01' tbe 3rd MarDI. V. Thirteen (13) me1eVac misslons were nown 
in the Quang TrJ./Ihng Ha area oarrying a total of tifty-fi.'\l'e (55) evacuees, 
twe1 ve L92) of which were Jl>tVN. Ct:pt A!NfLEY, flying Yl='-2" .received mortar 
.fire while at (bn Thien on a medevac misslon. There waS no ctam~e to the 
,tdrcraft and no injur.1es were incurrerl. 

3 November 19$7 - The squadron conducted night operations in the Quang 
'l~./Jl:>np, He areas. Flying ten (lO) medevac mi ssions during which twenty-fi va 
(, 2~' troop s were evacuateri. Three 0) of these missions were nght medev~cs. 

''Major nZmEFER, in lP-19, was taken under small anns fire while engaged in a 
. 'Jn~evac mission dUring extremely poor weather cond:l. tions in mountainouB 

',· .. ~erra1n. ~press1. ve fire was afforded by two (2) UH-IE' s s~p1ied by VK>-6. 
,No;<·Hi ts were recorded. Missions flom on this dey were in sq:,port ot the 

, '.~ rd Manne D1 vi sion. 

4 November 19$7 - HMM 163 new missions in the QUang Trl/Ihng He areas 
while 1h B~port 01' the Third Marine Dl. vision. I2~i te inc;I.ement weather, 
six (6) medevac missions, evacuatlng eight (8) troops, were nown. lP-ro, 
flown by Cap t roSs, recei ved small ams fire but no hits and no inj uries 
were reported. 

5 November 19$7 - Normal night op eratlons were conducted in sUpport of 
the Third Mar!t" in the Quang Tri/ Ihng Ha areas. Twel va (12) medevac mi ssLon s 
evacuated fourteen· (14) troop s. 'l\ro (2) of these missions were nom at 
night. Four (4) recon insert/extract m:1.ssions were also flown by squadron 
aircrat.. No incidents of enemr fire were r~orted. 

6 November 1967 - S:Juadro. operations were conducted in the Quang Trl/D::mg 
Ha areas in s~port of Third M~rIll. v. Fourteen (14) medevac missions were nown 
lifting twenty-tl«:> (22) evacuees. One (l}night medevac m1sston was nown 
during this period. In anrti tion, one (1) recon insert! extract mi asion wae 
flown utilizing four (4) squarf.ron aircraft. All the helicopters involved 
rerorted enemy fire, but no hits were taken • 

. ' 
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4 December 1967 

1 November 190( .. HMM 163 conducted flight operations in the Quang Tr1/ 
llmg Ha areas while in sq.,port of the Third MarDI. v. Seventeen (17) medevac 
missions evaouating forty-seven (47) troop s, were nown. .Among these were 
four (4) night missions. One (1) recon insert/extract waS aliso flown. IP-21, 
nown by Major :aICHEr, rece! ved a hit as a resUlt of enemy small arms fire .. 
There were no injuries in vol. ved in the incident. 

S November 1967 - Normal operations were conducted in support of the Third 
MarDt v. Squadron aircraft new eight (8) medeVao missions, including two (2) 
at night, lifting thirty-nine (39) eVaCuees. Major m:GG S and Cap t CZAUS" 
flying lP-9, and lP .. 13~ reported enemy automatlc we~ons fire but no hi. ts were 
taken. 

9 November 19$7 ...I Flight Operations were oonJuoted in ~port of Third 
MarDl. v.in the Quang TrJ./lbng Ha area. Fifteen (15) medevac missions eVaouated 
th1rty-eight (38) troop s. Of these missions, Two (2) were undertaken at night. 
Capt UNDEm-l)OD, flying IP-17 t rEported automatic wecpons fire while engaged 
in a night medevac mission. No hits were recorded. 

10 November 19d7 ... Squadron flight operations were conducted in support of 
Third MarDI. v in the QUang Trl/Ibng Ha areas. Fourteen (14) medevac missions 
were flown, lifting thirty-two (2) casual ties. Automatic we~ons fire'"Was 
r~orted but no h1 ts were taken. 

,", 'l,F1TNb'Vell'1ber 19d7 - HMM 16.3 oonducted night operat1:Qn"S:.;i.~ ·'sq>port of the 
Third Marnt v in the Quang Tl"1/Ibng Ha area. 'IWenty-fo~r.(!24~ medevac rrd.ssions 
lifted eighty-eight (88) evacuees 1uring this period. lPri~.i.~(l),):ai~~ft, flown 
by Capt CZAUS, was shot dom by an anti-tank rocket during an atteJip t to 
extr~ct c,thre~ J.3) ~'1JSMO .eme;g ~oY: 1)le~~vaos~·; . Anot.f1er, ~t9~af1i, onow,I'!! -~y ~.~ 
GilAY: -and:1n~W.lve:ii}the ::B~~·:I'.dra,s!;.on.: : took ·.automatt.o. ,wecpo.~~ :fi:rce ,9W~ F~ce:iJ!i:!d 
nq ~h1:.ts-:::Th~me~f13;yaQ', ·~:.ss;i..o~wa~ Lp~npl e~<:i: sUQq~.ss~\illy, by.·t};lJ~ E~JSjl~.I"t "~ ~praft 
anritlld ¥tj~ri"htp.;;,~y: :Qf t~e ~J;'ewl!leJlt9:el"a Y1a~ ~or;ted.,;. Th~:{,do~e(La1~r~t 
t,r~8 . ~bsequEll101;J.yu.q~~yeo'·lfh.enl p.1~~et1<by ~hQ~53, .from. app z;'9xLl!1at~;y.r ~J:eet 
~·t~r> th~, :o~5.J lll"WA~ ;;~ak.~)i;tP.l.Q~r ::.~e~.yy' .t;i;t:~ wl}:Lqh we unded tw (2) of 1 ts 
creW members. . 

.~ . :'"TI'{';Tll:::::t, ~~.?l~;' 1~ .:n-rtr;I"~1 cP::;~:.".:J)l . .'::: ~,~·.~t·· :,.:C:.L ·!\.:(;~:(;'5 ~.l· !:.:!.:r!t.,~J~~·,t lj~' ~'.;':, J'hi,:tt~ 

>'. ",:t:::r.N'cfveml;)e-i,'::1:9"67: ~'. Sqqj':l1~.n" a1\rqp,~t~t:le:w;(1.tl:~~-n·"~!' t.~:J:'¢r!1 M~:t:.llI{~\ 
while opi~r~!fi.tng.,:~n ,~~&.,'j.QU@gIP::t'1(.tt-)))li5vHaa~~a. :,,,~ee;~(:.3)·";.~.dev_a~, ~"~s:to~s, 
inolllrftng'C?lle,(l);': a~ :pig,htr . :!e~:v.acuate4· ~~t~'}.(). 6L>~~PIi> s.; ,,,9ap{li. ~l'J $lEY,;.fi l' . 
w:h11,e:.engaged in medevao msmons, came tmder fire two (2) s~arate times, one 
of the bc:1dents 1nw1 ving mortar fire in a mEid&".a zone. No hi. ts or iJljuries 
were "repo:r~· :lFl:tg ht .1qp)et"Ati9n:?·,:~~!'ll"e, ,1im;Lt~q:;t.h;ro.-ugPc~tr the, ,Qay';. bY' l~l{.!. ~. 
Qe:\ltng.ifatfir;U(t:e~tt.m~~,:;be~Vy'l":4.lls. ":i.·: ~.1 ~';':l ",; \ .,~ ,,": ··:.::v'.,' ',' .;':,,(,,', .; .... : 
t·',! .,:.,,: .. < •• :..,t::~~':"t. ()~.) t;:'O~""f;~;~ ~·.·!f· -:1_1:::...:,: ~"l~~ t. r~'\'::':n "; ".l (/) ':'J'~," i.i:: .... :'~'~J ' ~l.l. ;-t :i:i .. ' 1'...,. 
(,>.il.3-N9abWE09§li.:~ E!'M".,193 JC~)I!.<~q~ted .fl-:l.ght~9P .. t;l:ra1d.pnl!l":i.n trnnQuaf;lg~1 
IbJ)g Ha.al',ea, ,> ]..~ ~'ll.:~,tt:>RRrt )~;f' ·t~~: 'l1l1rd:M;~,nt V •• One (1) medevac mi aston· 
Was nown, evacuating seven (7) oasual ties. No fire incidents were reperted. 
Fl.igllt.,~::::~t.tf>~~~.s.we~ ~.,aj.ni}l1l1t4ted ~.py, ;i,,nOl..?Men!t, weather. :',iC'.: ;.:: :;~' .(\,' ;'1 

'e:;,,' ,':~ ;'~';,';;:'~~':,":::;,"" ~;;o;,'~ ':2) 3',;";',',, ".,',:, ":"~~:j~~:~~::"';~~j 
'}~: ''''~r }?(~( .... "·~~!r'" If.3 '.;('" ,1 c-:'; i-' ~~ '\':' "'." :' •. : "-j -::: .~ f ,"f.Ol'! :, 'i t-: 

.', , } .... ' , 
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14 November 1987 - F.l.ight Op erationa were conducted in the QUallg Trl/Dlng . 
Ha streas in aq>J> 0 rt of the 'l'hi rd Mar m. v an d the S"F. Nine (9) medevac mi ssio. s 
including two (2) at night" evacuated fifty (~) troop s. No fire incidents 
were recorded. 

l~Novembet' ~967 - The squadron flew missions in sq,port of the Third Mar 
Dlv w Ie opera ng in the Quang Trl/lbng Ha areas. S1.xteen (16) medevac 
missions were nCJwn, evacuating forty-four (44) casual ties. One (1) recon 
insert WaS nown. No fire 1ncidaats were reported thro~hout the day although 
an EMM 163 aircraft made a forced ]landing as a result of an engine chip light~ 
No injuries occured during the incident. 

16 November 1987 ... HMM 163 night. operations were condueted in SUpport.cxf 
the Third Marm v in the Quang 'l'.r1/Ibng Ha areas. Seven (7) medevac missions) 
including three (3) at n:1ght, lifted sixteen (16) evacuees. Capt AIN.:LEY, 
while on a ldg!ll' medevac mission, took sniper fire whUe picking '-l> medevacs 
in a 1anritng zone. No hits were taken during the incicient. 

17 November 19eT .. Miss:i.ons were flown in sUpport of the Third Marm v 
while conciuoting lllght operations in the Quang TrJ./Ibng Ha areas. ELght (8) 
medevac m:J. ssLons evacuated twenty-two (22) troop s. In addtion, one (1) 
emergency recon extract was nown. No fire incidents were rEported throQ?;b­
out the daY. 

I~'" '18-NO''Vember 19d1 - Operations were conducted in the Quang Tri/Ihng Ha 
area while in s~port of the Third MarDt v. Squadron aircraft flew seven (7) 
medevac missions evacuating twenty .. fi ve (25) troop s. Of ·these nr1ssions, one 
(1) was flown at night. One recon insert was flown riuring . thi s period. No 
fire.:incndent~were.reported.~ .". ':,;':: .. 

'. ~i9 No~ember'i9$r .:.·Ht.M.,16j,fi,~w: ~~sions i.n'the·QU~M)tbngH~·'are~. ' . 
while ,in. ~PQrt of the Third MarDl.v. Seven '(7) rnedevac ndssLons, inclur:tl.ng 
one at night, evacuated seventeen (17) casual ties. No fire incidents were 
r~orted. '," .i. '" , " "",'" ,.'",. 

".', ••.. · .. ".e 

'.:::: ro : ~ov~bar ':1'9$l . :.. ,.~ua~p ope~~t1o,ns were ~ondu()ted in the' Q':lang Tri/ 
J;bng ,He. area}in sq>p'()rt of the. ;Tb.t:r~, MarDI. v.. ·Ni,ne (9)·.medevac mi ssLons, . , r. 
e"'13cuatj;ng tm;mty-three ,( 2.3) .. :)C-asualti,es,were n.ow,N" fire 1nc1Aents. were 
recordecLi, , ",'")',' '.,;> .,i, 

a: November 1967. '!'O. Ttle =*luadron ;flew,.in sq:>po~()f ,the,!h1-rdMarDi. v while 
Op erating;1il"ttlE;' QUabg ,.,'M./JPng :·ij:a' ar,ea., Four ( 4)'1!'Iedevac m:l. ssions"incl1.:ldtng 
on~, at·' night, ,ev9-cua~ed .f.i.;~e (?)qasu~ ti~s. NO"fi:re tnc1.dents were r~C9rded • 

. ~': '.~' r<:,".::,t':1 :"'; .. :~'.~"" ~(":'<:'~"J~ ',.*.1, '." _ .... ,'-: .. " .:'\ ' . .":tt. " 

22:.No~ember:,1987-, ~;163" ,Operating. in the.QufIDg ,Tr!/ll>ng Ha area, new 
in SUppo~;Q,f' the Third Maem. v. One (1) medevac mi asian, lifting one (1) 
emertrency.'Casual ty,·W~s flown. ,No -fi're· incidents w~re recorded.' . . . . ... 

1. " "~;,;",i:~;*~~": ':'.1. ' 
, .. 

. . .. . ~ 
• I. • .' 

...-. -. -" 
. ~ .. ' t' ,", ··r ,:: .. ' :,,':' " ~,. I,,' 

.... -~ -, " . ~ "' . 
. ' 
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Weather, in the fOl!l1 of low ceiling B and heavY rain, aeverely lirn1 ted night 
Op erations. 

2 November 19 - Squadron aircraft were utilized in support of the Third 
MarDl. v. Ten 10 medevac mi ssions were nown lifting sixteen (16) eVaCuees. 
S1tall arms fire was taken by C~t UNDEIHlOD while on a medevac mission but 
no hits were reoeived. '!bree (3) recon inserts were flown on thLs daY-

24 November 1981 - Flight operations were conducted in the Quang Trl/ll:mg 
Ha area in sq>port ot the Third MarIltv. Seven (7) medevac missions, including 
two (2) at night, eVaCUated thirty..four (4) Oasual. ties. Lt. RASK rece! ved 
automatic weapons fire wh1llt providing escort for a night medevao mission. No 
hi ts were taken. 

25 November 1987 - Normal operations were conducted in the Quang M/Ibng 
Ha areas while in s~port of the Third MarIlt v. Eight (8) medevac missions 
evacuated twenty .. three (23) casual ties. Cap't:m,O 1D ETT ree.&tved small arms 
fire while on a medevac mission but took no hits. 

26 November 1987 - Flight operations were oonducted in the Quang Trl/lhng 
Ha area in s~port of the Third MarDI. V. Squadron aircraft new eight (8) 
medevac missions, including three (3) night medeVaC8, lifting twenty-three (23) 
Casual ties. There were no rEports of eaemy fire. 

zr November 1967 - HMM 163 condUcted normal operations in support of the 
Third MarDlv while worldng the Quang M/Ibng He area. Thirteen (13)medevac 
missions, inc1ud1ng two (2) at night, aocounted for sixty-nine (69) eVaCuees. 
No fire was ~rted during this period. 

~ November 1967 - Normal night operations in s~ort of the Third MarDI. v 
were conduoted in the Quang Tr1/Ibng Ha area. Si.lr: (6) medevac mission evacuated 
twenty-one (2L) casual ties. No enemy fire WaS reported. 

'8 November 1967 .. HMM 163 new missions in s~port of the Third MarIl1. V 
while operating in the Quang Trl/Ibng Ha area. Seven (7) medevac missions 
were n own, evacuating twelve (12) oasual ti. es. No inci dents of ho stil e fi re 
we,re reported. 

)) November 19§Z." Flight operations were oonducted in the Quang M/Ibng 
Ha area: wfili e in SUpport of the Third MarDi. v. Twe1 va (12) medevac rrd. asions 
accounted for forty-three (4.3) eVacuees. Major ro:oo S rece1 ved small- ams fire 
while ofnoading sq,pl1es and Capt UNDE'iM)()D came under mortar fire several 
minutes later in the Bame LZ. Both incidents occurred while conduoting an 
emergency resupp1y/medev8c mission. Two (2) hits were taken on C~t UNDERmOD's 
airorailt but no injuries resulted from the incident. 
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1. Personnel 

• 3:WLUljd 
!>79J 
4 December 19$7 

As of l> November 19$7, forty-six (46) officers and t1AJO hundred (::00) 
enlisted men conprised HMM 163. This shows an increase of personnel being 
joined since the 1st of the month. Sixteen (16) enlisted 'men and seven (7) 
officers were joined after.'the ber.inn1ng of the month. 

2. Admini strati on 

No significant events 

). Awards 

No awards presen~d during this period 

4. Casual ties 

No casual. ties r~orted dur.Lng the month 

,. O! vic Action 

No significant events 

6. Morale/14'e1fare Programs 

No significant events 

7. Information Serv.icea 

No significant events 

8 • In tellig ence/ (bun ter In tellig enee 

No si~nif1cant e ~nts 

9. A,1.r Operations 

a. Flipht hours .. 899.2 

b. Flights/a>rties - 39q/2589 

c. Passengers ... 1494 

d. Cazgo .. 103.2 '.': \':" ~ 
;,/ / ',,/ 

e. Medevacs .. 23 2 flights 

6 
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10. ~ecial Operations 

None during this reporting period 

11. Training 

No significant events 

12. Ground Defense 

No significant events 

13. Logistics 

No significant events 

14. Motor TranfPort 

No significant events 

15. Maintenance 

No significant events 

16. Avionics 

No significant events 

17. Base Development 

No significant events 

18. Communications/Electronics 

No significant events 

19. Career Advisory 

No significant events 

n. 'P A.RT FO Ull - SU'PO mID roCUMmTS 

None 
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