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Ref: (a) Gru0 5750 Series _
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1, In agcordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) ig submitted,

2. This letter is declassified to wmnelessified upon removal of
enclosure (1).

FNY A
8//;72«:?‘{7’”’51 A
C. L. SMITH
By direction

Copy tos
File

Enclosure [ 4

DECLASSIFIED

c9/—lw i f

o bHO T

g3

&bt




DECLASSIFIED

. WRWIA 51
SerNos 03406468
CONFIDENTIAL 4 March 1668

MARINE MEDIMM HELICOPTGR SQUADRON 163
1 =~ 29 February 1968

Marine Quang Tri Adirfield, Republic of Vietnam
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A PART ONE - CRGANIZATIOFAL DATA
1, Commending Officer and Staff

8y Lauis 4, SCHVINIT, LtCol., Commanding Officer, 1-29 February 1968
be Villiam T, LUNSFORD, Mejor, Executive Officer, 129 February 1968
¢s Clarence L. SMITH, Major, Operations Officer, 1«29 February 1968
d, Franklin D. RICHEY, Major, Logistics Officer, 1-29 February 1968
©¢ Bernard M.GORDON, lstlt., 4viation Safety Officer, 1-29 Februar
1968. S
f. James L. RIGGS, Major) Maintenance Officer, 1-29 February 1968
g. Robert B, ILZHOEFIR, Major, Administration Officer, 1-4 Febmuary
1968, e :
h. Hene!'y Ll EISENSON, D’hjor, Ad_mjnistration C&‘ficer. 5-25 February
1968 v’ ,
i; Gerard P. TETU, lstlt., Administration Officer, 26-29 February
1968 B _
Jo John 4. GIDDINGS, Lieutenant, USN(MC), Medical Officer, 1429
PFebruary 1968 : : Py ’
. ke Robert H, BLUHM, Captain ’ Intelligen,gg Offiger, 1-29 February
1. Jag 4. CHRISTIANSEN, lstlt., Custodian, S&C Files, 1-29 February
19%s, o
2, Tack Organization |
Location - Marine Quang Tri 4.F., Republic of Viegnam, 1-29 ngrm 1966

3. Average Monthly Strength

Marine Navy
Officer listed St fver  Enlisted
44 173 1 0

4, Important Visitors
None, during this reporting period
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B, PART TWO -~ NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1 February 1968 = 6 February 1968 - HMI-163 cmducted normal operations

in the northern I corps area (Bhe Sanh included) in support of the Third
Marine Division. The squadren evacuated 343 medevacs in 61 missions, 25
of wvhich were flown at night.

7.E 1968 - Squadren aircraft continued flight operations in #he
Queng Tri%Khe Sarh areas. PFive medevac missions, includipg 2 flown during -
the night time hours hauled a total of 45 evacuees. YP 22, ‘B9 147150,
suffered echo demage from enemy smzll arms fire while in the process of an
emergency medevec mission, & short time later at Khe oanh, YP 19 "Bumo

149375, was damaged by mortar shrapnel, There were no injuries %0 any of
the personnel involved in each inc ident.

8 February 1968 - 12 February 1968 - Operstions were carried out in the
Quang Tri and Kie Senh areas during this peripd. One humdred and fourty-
fodr (144) casvwaltics were carried in 45 medevac missions, 12 of vhich
were floun at might.

13 February 1968 - Hormal operations continued in' the norvhern I
eorps ares. Seven medevac missions, 6 night time, evacuated 21 troo_ps/pax.
A section of UH-34's it Khe:Sanh en.a resupply mission, received .50
caliber, morter aidi¥ocket fire.sn.hill 86l and while in the Khe Sanh LB4.
YP 14, b0 1502087$wokia fotal of 20 holes in the fuselage and rotor. -
bvlades, while YP 5y 8mi@s 150722, suffered 8 hits, There &
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Y February 1968 ~ IMI-163 continued in support of the Third Marine
Division. Fifteen medevac missions accounted for 44 evacuees, Four
energency missions were flown at night., One squadron aircraft, YP 12
buno. 150729, received numereus shrapnel heles in its fuselage and fuel
cells, 411 of the crew members escaped injury.

"15 February 19660 - Hornal overations were conducted in the Quang Tri/

Khe Sanh areas with 10 medevac missions (6 2% night ) hauling 32 casualties,
There were four aircraft domaged as a result of direct enemy action on this
day. YP 23 (guyo 1468788) took 3 hits while engaged in a hoist pickup. YP 1
@0 147168) received 5 hits during the.course of a medevac mission
requiring a hoist pickup. Shortly after, in the same Zoné and again on a
hoist pickup. YP 14 BUE0 150208) received mumerous small arms hits
wounding the pilot, crew chief and gunner. Meanwvhile at Khe Sanh, YP 2
(BUNQ 148801) took 2 large number of shrapnel holes from an incoming
mortar.

16-February 1968 - The squadron continued in'support of the Third
Marine Division. Nine medevac missions, 4 of which were conducted at
“2ighy. evacuated 37Basualties. YP 5 BWO 150722) reocived 16 small
drms hits vhileU§idtdng in.an 12 on an emergency recoan extiict, w11
o (31%\‘0 145793 )5 ‘ehigagedcin the:egpe mission and vhile in the same Lpnding
#20ne, sustzine®%.fiits jwounding both the crew chief and the gummer. YP 3
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(B0 150212), tock an estimeted 200 shrapnel holes from an incoming

mortar shell at Khe Sanh, with the pilot of the aircraft suffering minor
wounds.,

nary 1968 = February 1968 - HMI-163 continued normal operations

in the Quang Tri/Khe Sanh areas in support of the Third Marine Divisiom.
Pourty-four medevac missions, including 15 at night, evacuated 158 casunlties,

25 February 1968 - Squadron aircraft conducted normal operations, flying
5 medevac misaions for a-totel of 12 evacuces. YP 16 (BHNO 150725). while
on an emergency nedevac pickup at hill 88l, was shot down in the zme by
.50 caliber fire., The crew ond medevacs were later pickup by amother
aircraft.,

26 February 1768 - 29 February 1968 _ Normal operations continueé in the
northern I corps area, Thirty-two medevac missions hauled 85 casuvalties,
Two of the missions were carried out at night, Dwring this period, 7
recon inserts and 2 extracts were flown.
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C. PART THRES o SIGHTRICAMT EVENTS

1. Personnel

As of 29 February 1968, fourty~four (44) officers and one hundred
and seventy~three (173) enlisted men commrised HMM=163, This shows an
increge of officers over the previous month. Six (6) officers and
twelve (12) enlisted were joined during the month,

2, Administration
No significant events

3, Avards

One hundred and twenty-three (123) Air ledals were awarded during
the month of February.

4. OCasuelties
Six wlh's were suffered during the month of February.
5¢ Civic 4ction
No significant eventsg
6, Morale/'klfare programs
Yo significant ovents
7. Information Ser¥ices
o significent events
8. Intelligence/Counter Intelligence
Yo significant cvents
9. Air Operatioms
a. Flight Hours - 773.1
b, Flights/Sorties - 523/2239
¢e Passengers - 1844
d_. Cargo - 142,5

€. Medevacs - FH6
4 COlFIDENT 1AL
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10. SpecisliOperations

HMI~1A3 guprorted Operations Kentucky, lancasto, Saline, Napoleoen,
Scotlund, and Dyemarker.

11, Training
o significant events

12, Growmd Defense

No significant events
13, logistics

No significant events
1l4. DMotor Transports

No significant events
15, Maintenance

Ho significent events
16, Avionics

No significant events
17. Bsase Developments

fione
18, Career Advisery

No significant events

D, P:RT FOR -~ SUP.ORTING DOCUMENTS
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