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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 163 

Marine Aircraft Group 16 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

3:FRF:km 
5150 
OJ.A24168 
J September 1968 

To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16 (Attn: S-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology for 1 - .31 August 1968, submission of 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.1 
(b) GruO 5750.1C 

Encl: J (l) Command Chronology for 1 - 31 August 1968 

1. In accotdance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. This letter is downgraded to "UNCLASSIFIED" upon removal of enclosure (1). 

~/X~ 
RICHARD G. COURTNEY 
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 163 

1 - .31 August 1968 

5750 
O)A24768 
3 September 1968 

MARBLE MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY, REPUBDIC OF VIETNAM 
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PART I 

5750 
03A24768 
3 September 1968 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Commanding Officer and Staff 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
qperatmons Officer 
Personnel Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Intelligence Officer 
Logistics Officer 
Maintenance Officer 

2. Inclusive Dates and Location 

LtCol. R. G. COURTNEY 
Maj. J. R. CIVELLI 
Maj. J. R. ClVELLI 
CWO R. O. FLORENCE 
CWO R. O. FLORENCE 
lstLt. T. BUSCEMI 
Capt. E. W. BARAGAR 
Capt. W. J. CONLEY 

1 - J1 August 1968: Marble Mountain Air Facility, Republic of Vietnam 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

MARINE 

OFFICER ENLISTED 

32 122 

OFFICER 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

5750 
0)A24768 
3 September 1968 

1 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew a total of 28.6 hours, 2.6 of which were for 
night medevac. The squadron did not complete all missions 
assigned due to a lack of aircraft. 

2 Aug 68: HMM-l63 flew 32.9 hours, 6.4 of which were for night medevac 
The squadron supported the ROOMC with Operation Dragon 
Palace II. One fire incident was reported with resulting 
damage being minor. 

3 Aug 68: HMM-l63 flew a total of 48.0 hours, 5.8 of which was for 
night medevac. 'The squadron transported 80 troops/pax 
and exacuated 60 rnedevacs. Two aircraft received light 
damage from enemy fire, there were no injuries. 

4 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew'a total of 49.6 hours, 6.0 hours of which 
are night rnedevac. '!he squadron lefted 18.) tons of 
cargo and JB medevacs while also supporting the ROKMC 
in Dragon Palace II. 

, 
5 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew 35.1 hours total and 5.1 on night medevac. 

The squadron evacuated 55 casul ties from the field and 
supported the ROKMC in Operation Dragon Palace II. 

6 Aug 68: HMM-16) flew a total of 38.6 hours, 5.7 of which were 
for night medevac. The squadron evacuated 70 medevacs 
and supported the ROKMC in Operatwon Dragon Palace II. 
'!Wo 163 aireraft received hits from small anns fire 
while a third received several hits ~hen a mortor landed 
nearby in a medevac zone. 

7 Aug 68: HMM-l6) flew a total of 43.4 hours, 6.4 of which were for 
night medevae. '!he squadron flew 8 missions todaY', evacuating 
25 mvdevacs. 
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5150 
03A24?68 
3 September 1968 

8 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew a total of 38.0 hours, 5.8 of which were for night 
medevac. The squadron evacuated 48 medevacs. One fire incident 
was reported with minor damage resulting. 

9 Aug 68: HMM-163 new a total of 43.3 hours, 4.7 on night medevac. '!he 
squadron reported no fire incidents this date. Operation Dragon 
Palace II was also supported by HMM-163. 

10 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew 41.5 hours, 6.0 hours on night medevac. '!he squadron 
evacuated 41 casul ties and there were no tire incidents reported 
this date. 

11 Aug 68: BMM-163 flew 39.9 hours total, 2.5 on night medevac and evacuated 
36 casulties. Three aircraft received damage from enemy fire • 
There were no injuries and damage to aircraft was light to minor. 

12 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew 48.8 hours, 5.2 of which were for night medevac. 
SAR from and to Chu La.1 went as scheduled. '!here were no hits 
reported this date. 

13 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew a total of 33.6 hours, 3.2 of which were for night 
medevac. The squadron evacuated 22 medevacs and there were no 
fire incidents reported. 

14 Aug 68: HMM-163 new 32.2 hours, 6.7 of which were for night medevac .. 
'!here were no !ire incidents reported this date. HMM-163 new 
in supportedf the ROKep in Operation Dragon Place II. 

15 Aug 68: m~163 flew 35.8 hours, 3.8 on night medevac. This included 
83 sorties and 37 tasks and 31 medevacs. There were no fire 
incidents this date. 

16 Aug 68: Hl-1M-163 flew 35.0 hours, 6.3 of which were for night medevao. 
The squadron flew in support of the ROKMC and no fire inCidents 
were reported this date. 

17 Aug 68: ~163 flew 35.0 hours, 6.3 on night medevac. The squadron 
reported no fire incidents this date. 27 casultles -were 
evacuated by 163. 

18 Aug 68: HMM' ... 163 flew 47.8 hours, 10.9 on night medevac. One squadron 
aircraft received automatic weapons fire and sustained moderate 
damage. The aircraft returned to Ml-1AF, there were no injuries. 

19 Aug 68: HMK-163 flew 41.9 hours, 9.1 on night medevac. This included 
146 sorties and 66 tasks, there uere no fire incidents reported 
this date. 
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CONFIDENTIAL I 

20 Aug 68: m1t-t-16.3 aircraft flew 24 • .3 hours, 6.5 of which -were for night II 

medevac. The squadron evacuated 46 masu1ties. 

21 Aug 68: HMM-163 airc;aft flew 25.1 hours, 3~2 of which -were on night 
medevao. There were no hits reported this date. 

22 Aug 68: HMM-16.3 flew 29.4 hours, 6.7 of which were for night medevac. 
One aircraft received excessive damage from enemy fire and a 
forced landing resulted, the gunner waS wounded and the aircra:.rt 
was later recovered by a OR-53. 

23 Aug 68: HMM.-16.3 flew 39.4 hours, 16.6 on night medevac. There -were 3 
fire incidents and 86 casulties evacuated from the field. 

24 Aug 6S: ID4M-163 flew 53.1 hours, 14.S on night medevac. The squadron 
flew in support of Operation Dragon Palace II, and evacuated 

>, 
93 casulties. 

25 Aug 68: HMM-l63 aircraft flew 29~3 hours, 11.2 of which were for nigh~ 
medevac. The squadron evacuated 46 casulties from the field. 

26 Aug 68: ffi.1M,.l63 aircraft flew 34.6 hours, 11.5 on night medevac. One 
aircraft reoeived damage('from an enemy detonated land mine in 
a zone. The aircraft was flown to the ROKMC CP and the oasuli:,ies 
from the zone were placed on the Buey gunship. 

27 Aug 6S: HMM-163 aircraft flew 3S.1 hours, 15~S on night medevac. ThelI!e 
were no fire incidents reported this date. 

28 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew 38.4 hours, 8.1 of which -were for night medevac. 
This included three fire incidents of medevac missions. 

29 Aug 68: HMM-163 flew a total of 43.9 hours, 7.3 on night medevac. TM 
squadron afternoon mEtaevac· helicopter was shot down and the 
atew rescued by VMD-2ts UH-~ gunShip. 

30 A ug 68: HMH-l63 flew 45.8 hours, 15.3 on night medevac. The squadron 
evacuated 67 casulties and there were no fire incidents this 
date. 

31 Aug 68: HMl-t-163 aircraft in its final flying flew 41.7 hoUl's, 10.8 of 
which -were for night medevac. The colors of Hl4M-163 are being 
returned to OONUS for reformation into a new squadron. Highboy 
medevac no longer flies the sky's of RVU. 

5 

DECLASSIFIED 

tIn> ltI,it!C .. : ~~\~. ff.:~lf~ i~\~,: \ ., iKi~\'l\ J1)e,:I\, t ,"1"",_ ~ 
-. ~ " ~ ,'" 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Enclosure (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PART III 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. l'RRS0mm, 

a. Promotions: Cpl. - 1 . 

b. Joined/Dropped: 17 Joined 
20.3 Dropped 

5750 
03A2476S 
3 September 1968 

2. AW.A.RI6. During this period 2 5 Air Medals were awarded. 

3. CASUALATES: NAME RANK DATE LOCATION 

WHITMAN,D.E. J,CPf. 22!ug68 9 miles south MiliAF 

4. I NrE'LLlGENCE:. No significant events. 

5. AIR OmRATION 

Total Flight Hours: l1S3.4 
Total Sorties Flown: 4028 
Total Medevacs 156S 
Total Cargo Carries: 83.7 tons 
Total Troops/Passengers carried: 1833 . 

6. SFECIAL OPBRATIONS. During this period the squadron participated in 
Operation Dragon Falace II. 

7. MAINI'ENANC'E. The squadron availability dropped slightly due to the 
increase in battle damage incidents. 

8. GENERAL. No Significant events. 
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