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e PART I - ORGAlUZATIONAL Di\.TA 

1. CO LtCo1 R. D. McKITRICK 14 February 1967 
XO Maj J. R. PLUMlVlER 16 September 1966 
8-1 Maj E. T. LAIWLEY 11 February 1967 
S-I Capt J. MAXViELL 17 February 1967 
S-3 Maj C. H. O'BRIEN 16 January 1967 
S-4- Maj J. D. WATSON 1+ February 1967 
MAINT Maj A. B. COLBERT 16 January 1967 

2. HMM-164, IJSS PRINCETON (LPH-5) 

3. Average monthly strength: 

Officer: 50 

Enlisted: 185 

e· LI· • Important ~isitors to the command; NONE 

,e 
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PART II - N.ARRNJ:lIVE SUMMitRY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DITiING 

REPORTING PERIOD 13 .MAY 1967 TO 31 MAY,",1967 

13 - ,19 May 1967 " . : .... 

A number of administrative flights were flown .from the 
LPH-5 during this period. 'During the p.eriod 14 to 16 May 
(inc~tusi ve)' the CH-46A aircraft of HMM-164 were grounded 
beca:q"se of safety of flight. . . 

20 May 1967 

Six CH-46 , s of H1VJlVl-164 ).a1U1.Ohed a.t 0630 on a strike mission 
in support of Operation HICkORY. These six aircraft were later 
augmented by two lJ10re CH-'46' s of HiYl.IVl-164 and four 'CH-46 I s 
of HMl"1-165., Troop/sof 2/3 were landed by CH-46 at lanping 
zone PARROT (YD 145775 ) and landing ZOl1& lVlOCKINGBIRD (YD 137773 
Mertars and small arms fire was received by the strike aircraft 
coming into the LZ's. YT-13 received two hits on the third 
trip into' landing zone PARROT; there was negative injury to 
personnel, and damage to the aircraft, was minor. . Neother " 
aircraft were hit. 

At 1756 two CH-46's launched on a medical evacuation mission 
evacuating 16 U. S. battle casualties from YD 135776 and 

,,;---YD 148778. Both aircraft received fire in the zones, nagative 
hits were received~ 

Several administrative flights were flown. 

21 May 1967 

. .At '.0705 two aircraft launched from the LPH-5' to Dong Ha. 
While flying troop/logistiC support missions out of Dong Ha, 
YT-20 received one hit from YD 102640. Damage to the ai-rcraft 
was minor, and there was negative injury to personnel. 

Numerous resupply and medical e,vacuation missions were .l.",',r-., 
flown throughout the rest ·of the; dayli'gl::\t hours. 

At 1820 two CH-46 , s launched from the LPH-5 on an' em'ergency 
medical evacuation from YD 138775. Four aircraft of HMM.-164, 
which were:lt this time on resuppl,Y miSSions, were diverted 
to this medicnl evacuation. Upon completion,of ~be medical 
evacuations an emergency resuppiy mission was unable to enter 
the area due to intense 2rtillery~~otivity. 

At 0045, 22 May, four CH-46's 1aun~hedon an emergency 
resupply to YD 132170. On the' return to :the LPH~5, YT-11 
reported taking .50 caliber fire from YD 2567; nd~ative hits 
were ,received. 
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22 May 196-7 _ ", 

Numerous resupply and medical evacuation'missio'ns were 
flown from the LPH-5. YT-21 received one hit from .50 caliber 
fire ,at XD,138775 on,a co.rnmandand control 'mission. Damage 
to !;iircraft" was min<Jr; ,negative injury,' to personnel: • 

. :' . ".': 

23 May 1967 

Two CH-46's launched to Dong Ha in support of MAG~16, 
Forward. These aircraft flew numerous resupply missions in 
the Dc;mg.-:ija area.. ' "F 

,': H~1-1,E0~ .fiaW resupply and ~iiministraii ve flights in support 
o,:f, Operation BELT TIGHT/HICKORY from. the LPH..,..5. No fire was 
,received~, ' 

24lVroy 1967 

" Six aircraft launched to :bong B? in, ,support of MAG-:16. 
Forward~ These aircraft flew numerous resupply missions;in 
support of III NAF. Included in the missiO'1l8 flown were two 
successful, para...,(jrops ,of 1200,· pounds :each. -' 

. . , At 2044 'two OtI-46 , s 'launc,hed 'f~om the Ll?H-5 on an ,emergency , 
'resupplY/llledical'evacuation mission o:f Echo Co,mpany, Second e 
Battalion, Third Marines (YD 130730}. . 

A number of administrative flights were flown in support 
"of, the SLF .", ':/l ,de.taohment .of e,igh:t CH-46' s was launched to 

- 'MMAF in ,E;3upport of ,NAG-IG-. . The rell;la~na_er, of the squadron 
,,:'d,eparted ;for Sl.!-bic Bay,<Philippines aboard the LPH-.5~ 

. i 

',' Two' cH-46 I s 'laUnche~ from IVlMAF on, airc.ra.ft '~ugmelltati,on 
at Dong Ha.· They flew re<JO'n .insertiDns and retractions at 
,I<h,e Sanh. ' 

, '., 
',- ,-

'_,' Four CH-46 ,'8. 'lai.llfched from MMAF on aircra.ft augmentation 
at 'Dong Ha: 50,000 poundsi:>t, C~rgc was lifted to various zones. 
Numerous medevacs and passengers were carried. 

Four aircraft i~ruiched '1'rolU- LPH-5 .far a cargo and passenger 
1l1OVeni€mt . to LPH-:-IO. , ' 

. ;: ' 
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e 28 May 1.9..8 
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Two CH-46 , s departed 11NAF for Phu Bai to stand Sparrow 
Hawk. These aircraft worked with two H.MM-265 aircraft on 
Project Delta. 

Five aircraft departed LPH-5 for Cubi Point for Maintenance 
pur~)oses. 

29 May 1967 

Two aircraft departed IVIJV1AF for Dong Ha 8.ugmcntation. 30,000 
pounds of cargo was lifted to numerous ~ones on resupply_ 

Two aircraft launched from i"IlYIA.F to Phu Bai on Administration 
troop lift from Fourth Marines ' 12 ·to Phu Bai. 

One aircraft flew from ~W1AF to hospital ship Sanctuary with 
10 medevacs. . .. 

Five aircraft departed Cubi Point for 1PH-IO. 

30 Mc!'y' 1967 

Two aircraft departed MMAF for Phu Bai to stand Sparrow 
Hawk. The aircraft were launched on a reCon insert and retractir:: 
missi~hf plus a Sparr.w Hawk security team was put in for securi;,< 
of a damaged UH-lE_at YD900235. Occasional fire was reported 
in the z6ne. Nn aircraft were hit • 

. . 
~ .. 

31 May 1967 

Four aircraft departed ¥~AF; two of them for Phu Bai aug­
mentation and two for Dong Ha 8ugmGntettion. Recon inserts and 
retractions were flown in Dong H~ ~~ea as well as ~esupply 
missions of Third Batta.lion, Fourth Marines, Second Battalion, 
T,.-enty SiJ;:t.h Mari~ DJ).{i Thir..d Bat.ta1.i.on, Ninth Marines .. 
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From: ·C.ommanding Officer 
To: Commander, Task Group 79.5 

St,l~J~ALteJ: J\.-:':j 0Y.l. Roport,. Qperation BEL~J.1 TIGHT/HICKORY; 
submiFlsion of 

Ref: 

Encl: 

CTG 79.5 Operation Plan 120A-67 

Chronology of Significant Events 
Analysis of Helicopter Operations 
Statistical Summary 

"-
~. 

1. In accordance with the instructions contained in reference ~ 
(a), enclosures (1) through (-3) are submitted. 

2. This letter may be downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon the 
removal of enclosures (1), (2) and (3). 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

20 May 1967 

Six CH-46's of HMI'1-164 launched at 0630 on a strike mission 
in support of Operation BELT TIGHT/HICKORY. These aircraft 
were later augmented by two more CH-46's of 'HMN-164, and four 
CH-46 , s of IfMI'Il-165. Troops of 2/3 were landed by CH-46 , s at 
landing zone PARROT (YD 145775) and landing zone MOCKINGBIRD 
(YD 137773). Mortars ::md small arms fire were received by tee 
strike aircraft coming into the L2's. YT-13 received two hite 
on the third trip into landing zone PARROT; there was negative 
inJurY'i;o personnel, and damage to aircraft was minor. No 

.<.;:;';::::--~;:" other ai rcraft were hit. 

At 1756 two CH-46's launched on a medical evacuation 
mission, evacuating 16 U. S. ~attle casualties from YD 135776 
and YD 148778. Both aircraft received fire in the zones; 
negative hits were received. 

Several administrative flights were flown. 

21 May 1967 

. At 0705 two aircraft launched from the LPH-5 to Dong Ha. 
While flying troop/logistic support missions out of Dong Ha 
YT-20 received one hit from YD 102640. Damage to the aircraf-!. 
was minor_ and there was negative injury to personnel. 

Numerous resupply and medical evacuation missions were 
flown throughout the rest of the daylight hours. 

At 1820 two CH-46's launched from the LPH-5 on an emergency 
medical evacuation from YD 138775. Four CH-46's of HMM-164, 
which were at this time on resupply missions, were diverted 
to this medical evacuation. Upon completion of the medical 
evacuations an emergency resupply mission was unable to enter 
the area due to intense artillery activity. 

At 0045, 22 May, four CH-46's launched on an emergency 
resupply to YD 132770. On the return to the LPH-5, YT-ll 
reported taking .50 caliber fire from YD 2567; negative hits 
received. 

22 May 1967 

Numerous resupply and medical evacuation missions were flow;' 
from the LPH-5.YT-20 received 1 hit from .50 caliber fire at 
YD 138775 on a command and control mission. Damage to aircraft 
was minor; nagative injury to personnel. 
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23 May 1967 

Two CH-46 , s launched to Dong Ha in support of MAG-16 For~'.ia:L·(,:. 
These aircraft ~lew numerous resupply missions in the Dong Ha 
area. 

HMM-164 flew resupply and administrative flights in support 
of Operation BELT TIGHT/HICKORY from t~e LPH-5. No fire was 
reported. 

24 May 1967 

Six Gircra'ft 19uncbed to Dong Ha in support of Mi\G-16 FOY-;.lf9. 

Tbese airdraft flew numerous resupply missions in support of 
III fv'lA]'. Included in tbe missions flown were two successful 
para-drops of 1200 pounds each. 

At 2044 two CH-46's launched from the LPH-5 on a:n emergency 
resupnly/medical evacuation mission of Echo Company, Second 
Battaiion, Third Marines (YD130730). 

22 May 1967 

A number of administrative flights wore flown in support 0;;: 
tbe SLF. 

A detachment of eight CH-46 , s was launched to MMAF and phv): 
under operational control of MAG~16. 

Casualties: NONE 

Intelligence/Counter-Intelligence 

A/e Fires On Incidents A/e Hit ~ Sorties H$urs 

14 8 3 3 798 282.7 

Ratio of aircraft 
Ratio of aircraft 
Ratio of aircraft 
Ratio of aircraft 
Ratio of aircraft 

Breakdown of fire 
InCidents 

8 
o 
o 
o 

hit to aircraft fired on: 
hits to sorties flown: 
hit to sorties flown~ 
hit to bours flown: 
hits to aircraft fired on: 

1:4.67 
1:266.0 
1:26600 
1:95.90 
1:4.67 

incidents with 
A/C., Hi t 

3 
o 
o 
o 
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respect to altitude: 
Altitude 

0-499 
500-999 
1000-1499 
1500 plus 
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1. General 

The operational concepts employed during this operation 
were in consonanCe with approved doctrine for heliccrpterborne 
operations. ~ince the landing force was p12ced under 0~e~ati?~2 
control of other forces ashore and not returned to Amphl blO!,~C: 
Ready Group shipping, there was no withdrawal phase. 

2. Analvsis 
----~-'--

R. Initia~_~~~~liovement 

(1) Due to the limited aircraft availability of tL­
SLF ll(,"~i.;_~'yptel' squadron, a request was submitted and approved f.' 
four &dd~tional CH-46 aircraft from the First Marine Aircraft 
Wing to participate in the initial troop movement. The late 
arrrVciL of these aircraft plus meohanical failures on two of Lf". 
P,T']!' squ'J,dron' s helicopters caused the first wave oi' troops lan_di 
in t he primary landing zone to be only ht)lf of the plann.ed 
number of troops. One of the SLF squadron's aircraIt was, 
reps.:L1'8d in time for the second' wave, and the First Marine -. ' 
Aircraft Wing's four CH-46's arrived in time to join the third 
wave. 

(2) Two armed UH-IE aircraft were attached for 
s~pport of the ship-to-shore movement. These t~o aircraft 
arrived on the morning of D-Day, allowing only a minimum bri~fii_ 
of the pilots prior to launch of the first wave. 

(3) The first wave of troops from the 
(LPD-5) were landed in the alternate landing zone. 
uation result8d in a minjmum force (thirty troops) 
zone MOCKINGBIRD until they could be reinforced by 
waves. 

b. Operations Ashore 

USS Ogden 
This sit­

in landing 
subsequent 

'(1) Operations ashore consisted of resupply, medic2: 
evacuation and administrative/command and control flights. The 
lack of UH-IE aircraft for command and control flights necess­
itated the use of CH-46A aircraft to accomplish these missions. 

(2) On D+l, ]J+3 and ]J+41 aircraft were sent to ]Jong 
Ha airfield to augment Harine Aircraft Group 16 operations fro]1 
that base. By D+4 all heljcDpter support of forc~s ashore was 
being conducted from Dong Ha. 
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"e 3. Problems Encountered 

/ 

/," 

i 
.' 

a. Non-availibility of Elircraftspare parts continues tc 
be a critical problem for the embarked squadron. Only sligh'i; 
improvement of this situation has been realized during the f:-lYe 
days of this operation. 

b. Aircraft utilization problems continue to exist due 1J) 

the assignment of only one model helicopter to the SLF. CH-46 
aircraft were utilized for command and control and medical 
evacu8tion missions that could have been more efficiently 
accomplished by unarmed UH-IE aircraft. 

4. Conclusions 

a. Aircraft attached for augmentation of the initial trc·::, 
movement must arrive in sufficient time to participate in detcL: .. 
operational briefings and be a~ilable for ini tial landing wave;~. 
Since L-Hour is usually early on D-Day, augmentation aircraft -' 
should normally arrive at the LPH on the evening of D-1. 

b. The degradation of combat effectiveness of CH-46A equipp 
squadrons due to inadequate spare parts support is still a cause 
for serious concern at all echelons of command. 

c. Embarked helicopters of the landing force should includo 
at least two armed DR-IE and one unarmed UH-IE aircraft. Additi 
of these aircraft would enhance the effectiveness of the landing 
force by providing armed escort of assault waves, tactical air 
control (airborne), improved command· and control capabilit~ and 
evacuation of easualties without the adverse diversion of CH-46 
aircraft from other missions. The comments contained in this 
paragra~h are the same as those made in the after action report 
for Operation BEACON STAR. The validity of these conclusions 
remains unchanged. 
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STiiTISTICAL SUJ.ViNARY 

OPERATION BELT TIGHT !.. HICKORY 

20 MAY - 25 MAY 1967 

DATE SORTIES PASSENGERS C.ARGO* 

20 May 209 826 7.2 
21 May 152 137 35.2 
22 May 117 69 45.2 
23 May 153 164 8}.2 
24 Ma.y 124 143 69.2 

. 25 May 43 82 1.0 

TOTAL 198 142r 24I:O* 

* Denotes short tons 

DECLASSIFIED 

MEDEVACS FLIGHT HOUR 

50 60.2 
153 67.7 
103 38.1 
134 57.,9 

17 47.2 
9 11.6 

~ 282.7 
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