DECLASSIFIED

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER S7UADRON 164

' X Marine Aircraft Group 36
N 1lat Marino Mreroft Wing, FiFPac
' FPO, San Francisco 936_02 ‘
3:GAR:ric
003A06768
7 March 1968

SECRET .. NOFORN

From:
To:

Subj:

Ref's

_ Commanding Officer

Commending Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 36 (Attn: S-3)

Command Chronology, 1 February 1968 through 3 Marah 1968;

submi ssion of (U)

(a) Gru0 F7%0.1

Encls '/( 1) Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 164 Command Chronology
for 1 February 1968 through 3 March 1968.

1e

GROUP = 4

In accordance wdth reference (a), the subject report is submitted.

YKL

R. F. RICK

Downgraded at 3-year intervals
Declassified after 12 years,

DECLASSIFIED

wae,es L2 Flan

i

88029 7
l S-a_ #9236

Gapy 1 of ) 1

PSRN S S aas e

Copy No._L of /Seopies
Enclosure §77
SECRET ~ NCOFORN

bl -tded £

NOXH O AL/

YHu/ e-d34 |

.89b|




DECLASSIFIED

.

SECRET — NOFORN

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 164
Marine Aircraft Group 36
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, PMFPac
FPO San Francisco 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
. FOR
1 February 1968 ~ 3 March 1968

1
DECLASSIFIED

Enclosure (1)
SECRET - MNOFORN




l_/ s

SECRET -~ NOFORN

£

PART T ~ ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1., €O
X0
S-1
S
52
S=3
5-3
S-4
Maint
Maint

LTCOL.
MAJ.

- CAPT.
MAJ.
CAPT,
MAJ.
MAJ.
MM.
C4PT,
MAJ.

SGIMAT SGTMAJ

Rl
R.
R.
F.
H.
E.
M.
D.
.
R,
Al

F-

==

-

h:bdcacapdhazimim

DECLASSIFIED

——

RICK
NELSON
WARNOCK
WIRKUS
TIMMONS
LANGLEY
PEACOCK
BRODIE
SOUSA
ILZHOEFER
MUCKLEY

15 September 1967

5 January
20 November
15 February
21 November
14 Angust
19 Fobruary
26 fugust
28 Docember
17 Pebruary
25 October

1968
1967
1968
1967
1967
1968
1967
1967
1968
1967

2, MM-164, Phu Bai, Viet Nam, 1 February 1968 through 3 March 19GE.

3. Average monthly strongth - Officers: 45

Fnlisted: 184

L. Important viaitors to the Command: None
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PART II ~ NARRATIVE SUMMARY QF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING REPORTING
PERIOD 1 FEBRUARY 1968 TO 3 MARCH 1968

On 1 February 1968 HMM~164 flew 60 sorties, 32,2 flight hours,
lifting 218 troops while carrying 8.3 tons of cargo. Squadron operations
were hamperecd by weathor and ground fire; HMM-164 had 16 medecvac missions
ovacuating 97 omergeney, 43 priority and 14 routine medevacs. Bneny
fire was received on every medevac mission and one hit was sustained at
coordinates YD 820240, Capt. SOUSA and his flight 1ifted a total of
% medevacs and Maj, LANGLEY and his flight 1ifted a total of % medevacs.

On 2 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flew 78 sorties, 39.6 flight hours,
1ifting 74 troops while carrying 12 tons of cargo, Squadron oporations
were hamporod by weather and ground fire. HMM-164 had 7 medevac
nissions ovacuating 14 encrgency, 27 priority and 36 routinc medevacs,
Capt. R. G, SOUSA on mission 60D executed an emergency SiR of 4 army
Aviators vho wero shot down at coordinates YD 70R35, His aircraft
took heavy fire on thisg mission but no hits were sustalned. Moj.

F, E. VIRKUS znd his flight received mortar fire in the zone at
coordinates ZC 077987 while resupplying NAILBRUSH 14 toan,

On 3 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 42 sorties, 21.5 flight hours,
1ifting 112 troops whilo carrying %9 tons of cargo. Squadron operations
wore hampered by weather end ground fire, HMM-164 had 2 medevac missions
evacuating 8 priority medevacs. Maj. R. B, NELSON extracted two
rocon teams under cmergency conditions taking heavy fire and sustaining 4
hits and one crew member wounded at coordinates YD 785105,

On 4 February 1968 HMM-164 flew 24 sorties, 9.4 flight hours,
lifting 10 passengers. Squadron operations were hampered by weather end
ground fire, HMM-164 had 8 nedovac missions evacuating 24 emergency,

26 priority and 1 routine medevacs. On mission # 60 Maj. D. C. BRODIE
and his flight reccived mortar firc in the zone at coordinates YD 773249
and heavy smoll arms fire at YD 80225 sustaining 2 hits to his aire
craft. Maj. F. E. WIRKUS and his flight on mission # 60D reccived
autonatic wespons fire at coordinates YD 79327, YD 768228 and

YD 772229 sustaining two hits in his aircraft,.

On 5 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 82 sorties, 26.1 flight hours
1lifting 220 troops while carrying 7.5 tons of cergo. Squadron opcrations
wore hampered by weather and heavy ground fire. HMM-164 had 5 nedevac
missions cvacuating one emergency, 3 priority end 21 routine medovacs,

On mission # 73 LTCOL. R. F. RICK tock small arms fire enrcute to re-
supply HUE RAMP and took 7 hits at coordinates YD 792R27.  The pilot
reocoived minor facial cuts. Fire was returned and the crow chief

e

Sgt. P. F. GOLDSBY was credited with one probable KIA, e fee A
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On 6 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 28 sorties, 9.7 flight hours,
1ifting 93 troops. Squedron operations wore hampered by weather and
ground fire, HMM-164 had 3 medovac missions evacuating 26 cmergency,
46 priority ond 1 routine medevacs. Maj. D. C. BRODIE ond Capte J« We
BARNES in support of Task Force X-RAY flew 73 medovacs in energcncy
weather conditions and heavy enemy sutonmatic weapons firs enroute to
HUE and in the approach to HUE RiMP,

On 7 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 23 sorties, 6.8 flight hours lifting
9 troops while carrying &3 tons of cargo. Squadron operations were
hampored by weather and ground fire, HMM-164 had 4 medevac missions
ovacuating /4 cnorgency, 10 priority and 3 routine medevacs. LTCOL.
R, F. RICK and his flight comploted an emergency resupply into HUE
REMP teking heavy encmy ground fire and sustaining 7 hits in the lend
aireraft at coordinates YD 773233 tho mission was completed.

The following officers wore joined to this command, Maj. B. ¥,
ILZHOEVER, Cept, G. A. ROSS, Capt. J. B. MURRAY, Cept. S. B. DIGRIY,
Capt. J. A, COOPER, Capt, R. R. ROPELEWSKI and 1stLt S. C. BROWN,
1stLt, J. L. MONROE yas transfcrred from this cormend to CONUS.

On 8 February 1968 HMM-16/ flow 28 sortioes, 14.7 flight hours,
. 1ifting 21 passongoers while carrying 4.4 tons of cargo, Squadron
operctions were hampered by weather,
1stlt, R. L. McCLAIN was trensferred from this command to CONUS,

On 9 February 1968 EMM-164 flew 30 sorties, 9.4 flight hours, 1ift-
ing 92 troops while cerrying 1 ton of cargo. Squadron operations were
harpercd by weather, LTCOL. R. F. RICK and his flight accorplished 4
rocon insorts and 4 extracts under narginal weather conditions in cneny
held territory.

On 10 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flew 27 sorties, 5.8 flight hours,
1ifting 188 troops whilo cerrying .25 tons of eargo., Squadron oporations
were hampercd by woather and ground fire. HMM-~164 had 1 modevac nission
evacuating 2 cmorgency, 21 priority medevacs, LTCOL R. F. RICK and his
flight carried 139 troops into the city of HUE under heavy snall arms
fire at coordinates YD 768212 no hits were sustained.

On 11 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flow 46 sorties, 9.8 flight hours,
1ifting 65 troops while carrying 10.4 tons of cargo. Squadron operations
were hampered by weather and ground fire. HMM-164 had 2 medevac missions
ovacuating 16 cmergency, 1 priority and 19 routine medevacs. Maj. D. C.
BRODIE and his flight on nedevac mission # 60B into HUE RAMP received
nortar fire in the zone at coordinates YD 774225, no oircraft damage
was sustained, :

The following officers were joined to this command: Majs M. E.
PEACOCK, Cept, A. A. FRISENDA, Capt. W. J. LELASH, Capt, J. H. DURR '
Copte T. M., FERGERSON, and 1stLt, D. FILLEY. v @V&\EQ}F@
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On 12 February 1968 HMM-164 flew 85 sorties, 32.0 flight hours,
lifting 229 troops while carrying 27 tons of cargo., Squadron operations
ware hampered by weather and heavy cnemy ground fire. HMM-164 had 6
nedevac missions evacuating 4 emergoncy, 6 priority and 2 routine ncdevacs.
Capte J. T. BUTLER and his flight on nedevac mission # 60A received
heavy automatic weepons fire and mortar fire in the medevac zonec.ab.
coordinates YD 760195, The aircraft sustained minor demage. LTCOL.

R, F. RICK and his flight while on mission # 77, a troop 1lift in HUE
RIMP roccived heavy fire at coordinates YD 75029 the lead aircraft
sustained 5 hits,

On 13 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flew 77 sorties, 251 flight hours,
lifting 206 troops vhile carrying 6,5 tons of cargo. Squadron operations
wero harpered by weather. LICOL. R. F. RICK lod a scetion under
marginal weather inserting 4 recon teams and extracting 5 recon taare.

On 14 February 1968 HMM-16/ flow 86 sortios; 257 flight hours,
lifting 146 troops/passengers while carrying 26,5 tons of cargu. )
Squadron operations were hampered by weathor and ground fire, HAbir-104
had D noedevac missions cvacuating 12 crmergency, 4 priority and 16
routine nedevoes. Maj. R. He. NELSON led his section on a resupply of
HUE IUMP gnd received airbursts at coordinates ¥D 7712 no aircrart
danage was sustained and the mission was corpleted.

On 15 February 1968 HMM-164 flew 68 sorties, 16,2 flight hours,
lifting 38 troops while carrying R tons of cargo., Squadron operations
were hampored by weather and heavy ground fire, HMM-164 had 1 nedevac
rmigsion ovacuating 1 routine nedevac, Maj. R. He NELSON led his section
on a resupply of HUE HOSPITAL 1ifting 23 tons of amrmnition and
sustaining 1 hit at coordinates YD 832238, The mission was comploted.
Capte J. W. BARNES yas shot out of a recon cxtract zone at coordinates
YD 166669 sustaining 12 hits,

On 16 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flow 74 sorties, 18,2 flight hours, 1ifting
7 passengers while carrying 28,5 Tons of cargo. Squadron operations were
hanpered by weather and ground fire, HMM-164 had 9 ned evac missions
évacuating 13 amergency, 36 priority end 8 routine med ovacse Maje DeCe
BRODIE on mlssion #0L received heavy sutomatic weapons fire at coord
Y084 5206, no asircraft hits were sustained,

" On 17 February 1968 HMM=164 flew 49 sorties, 131 flight hours lifting
131 troops while carrying 5,0tms '« argo, Squadron operations were hampered
by weather znd groung fire, HM'-164 had 3 med evac missions evacvating
1 onmergency, 30 priority and 6 routinc med evacs,

Maje PE. Te LANGLEY was transforred from this command to CONUS,

Dwiil U
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On 18 Fobruary 1968 flew 22 sorties, 8.6 flight hours lifting 28
passengers while carrying 1.0 tons of cargos Squadron- operations were
hanpered by weather and heavy ground fire, HMMe164 had 7 med evac missions
evacuating 13 energency, 17 priority and 9 routine rodevacs, Copts 4. A.
FRISENDA took heavy mutomatic weapons fire on ned ovac mission ﬁéOB, 60E,
60F end 60M at coord 2C077987, YD760195 end ¥YD760195% Fire was so intenae
athlxgveows that the mlssion had to bo aborted, The alrcrgft sustained
2 hits, ’

1lstlit We T. HENDERSON and 1stLt J. P. WAGNER were joined to this
Gomﬂnd.

On 19 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 39 sorties, 10,7 f£light hours,
1ifting 194 troops while carrying 1.9 tons of cargo, “quadron operaticns
were hampored by weather and heavy ground fire, LtCols Re F, RILK
led his soction on a resupply mission to Hue Hospitale While anw
alrcraft was takan under heavy fire and sustained 16 hitse Tix :
to the aireraft was najor and extwnsives A procautionary lancing as
executod at Hue Phu Bai,

Capt, R. E, GODWIN was transiareed from this command to (0N

o hie

On 20 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 25 sotrties, 942 flight honra;
lifting 64 passengers wialle carrying 0425 tons of eargo. Squadren
operations werc hampered by weathor,

On 21 February 1968 HMM-1¢4 flow 3 sorties, le4 flight hours,
1ifting 2 passengers while carrying 0.5 tons of cargo. Squaaron operations
were severely hanpered by weathors

Capt, Te Ae BOWDITCH was tronsferred from this cormend to CONUS,

On 22 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flew 6 sorties, 52 flight hours, Squadron
oporations wore severely hampered by weather, HMMw164 had 3 nmed evac
migsions svacuating 4 cenergency, 19 priority end 1 routine med evaszs

On 23 Fgbruary 1968 HMM-164 flow 30 sorties, 13,4 flight hours; lifting
154 tons of cargoe Squadron oporations wore hanpored by weather and
extrencly heavy ground fire.

Maje M. E, PEACOCK snd his flight while on an energency resapply
nigsion to Hue Hospital received heavy autonetic weapons fire at
coord YD880220, The second aircraft took 4 hits end the erew chief
Ople Lo W. CLARK was criticelly wounded. Cple CLARK succurmed to his
wounds at "A" Med.

Capte As A. FRISENDA whilo londing his fiight on an emergany restpply
to Huc Hospitel took heavy small arms fire at coord ¥p893218 and
sustalnod 2 hits at YDB8AR212, Tho mission waz abtortod,
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On 24 February 1968 HMM-164 flow 9 sortios, 4e2 flight hours,
Squadron operations wero severcly hampered by weather, HMM-164 had 3 nod
ovac missions ovacuating 1 cmergency, 5 priority and 11 routine med cvacse

On 25 Fobruary 1968 HMM-164 flow 38 sortios, 13,2 Flight hours,
lifting 4 passongers while carrylng 18 tons of cargo. Squadron opeorations
were hampered by weather, Maje Ms E. PEACOCK and his flight flow en
emergency rosupply to Hue Hospital carrying 15 tons of ammmnition and
foods

1stLt De J» McCORMICK went TAD to JEST School at Subic Bay, Fhf¥ippines.

On 26 February 1968 HMM-16/ flew 23 sorties, 9.3 flight hours
1ifting / pnassengers while carrying 10 tons of cargo, Squadron cperciions
were hampered by weather,

0n 27 February 1968 HMM-16L £lew 87 sorties, 27.9 flight romca,
lifting 90 troops while carrying 1& Tons of cargo.  Squadror. tiong
wers not hampered by weather, however heavy ground fire persistids
HMY-164 had 2 med evoc missions aracuating 3 energency, 1 prioiily
and 7 routine ned evacs,

Maje De Co BRODIE ied hic scotion on =n anergency resupply o Fzc Saflla
On a iift to H111l 990 »is sirverafts sustained a «0 cale hit through toe
cockplt exploding on the armor niated seat of his co-pilot, This
fire was taken at coord XD2424%7, The co-pilot, 2ndlt D. FILLEY recaived
mnor cuts, .

Maje Re He NELSON led his section in esupport of Us. S. Army Special
Forcesy

On 28 Fgbruary 1968 HMM-164 flew 14 sortiss, 4,0 flight hours,
lifting 5passangers while carrying 3 tons of cargo, Squadron cperctions
wore not hanpered by weather» or ground fire.

Maj, Re Ho NELSON and his sectlon contirsed thelr support of tue UsSs
Arny Specisl Forcese His section received firs on the mission. ilo
coord are classifieds

On 29 February 1968 HMM-104 Ziew 29 sortles, 10.1 flight hours,
1ifting 22 troops while carrying 0,4 tons off ~argos Squadron opsrations
were hampered by weather, IM-164 had 3 mod zrac missions evacuating
3 energency and 3 routine med cvacs,

Maj, R. He NELSON and bis sechion confilmied their support of U.S. Army
Special Forces, taking fire and sustaining o nitse The mission end the
coord are classified.

On 1 March 1968 HMM.164 ¥lew 23 soridus, D24 flight hours,
1ifting 24 troops, Squadron operaticnsg wero not hampered by wsather or
eneny fire,
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On 2 March 1968 HM{-164 flew 22 sorties, 12.9 flight hours, lifting
67 troops while cerrying 7.5 tons of cargo., Squadron operations were
not hampered by weather or enemy fire,

On 3 March 1968 at 1200H HiM-16/4 was chopped from MAG-36 and cene
under the operational control of CIG 79,5 and administrative control of
MAG-15, HMM~164 flew 22 sortics, 12.9 flight hours, lifting 3 troops
l\%ile earrying 7.5 tous of cargo while under the operational control of

““Enclogvre (1)
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PART III - MISCELLANEQOUS

1, PERSONNEL: Sixty two personnel joined the squadron and 37 departed
the organization,

2. AWARDS: L total of 27 Air Metals wers presented during this period.

3, CASUALTIES:

NAME RANK SERNO WIA/KIA DATE
ANDREWS, Daniel R, Cpl 2213242 WIA 3 Febb8
CLARK, Lonnie W. Opl 2196895 DOW 23 Febb8

L. INFORMATIONAL SERVICES: The ISO, Csptain R. C. ROSSER, sent out
111 news releases during this rcporting period.
5, INTELLIGENCE/COUNTER INTELLIGENCEs

A/C FIRED ON INCIDENTS A/C HIT HITS SORTIES HOURS

37 37 22 87 1262 471.0
Ratio of aireraft hits to aircraft fired on: 12,4259
Ratio of aireraft hits to sorties flounm: 1:14. 57
Ratio of aircraft hit to sorties flown: 1: 97,36
Ratio of aircraft hit to hours flown: 1221440
Ratio of aircraft hit to aircraft fired on: 121,68

Broaokdown of fire incidents with respect to altitude:

Incidents A/C Hit Altitudo
25 15 0-49
6 2 "00-999
3 2 1000-1499
3 3 1500+

6. ALR OPERATIONS:

Total hours flown: ) 471.0
Nurboer of sorties flown: 1262
Anount of eargo carried: 277.8 tons
Nurbor of nedical evacuations flown: 109
Nurbor of passcngers carried: TT RR4AD

7. GROUND DEFENSE: This squadron's reaction platoon was deployed

seven times during this reporting pericd,
UNCLASSIFIED
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8, TRAINING: Twenty five (25) men attended Group CGunners School.
A11 nen satisfactorily corpleted this schools

One officer and two enlisted men were sent to JEST school in the
Philippine Islandsi

9, SUPPLY . GENERAL (S-4): An A&M inspection was held by MAG-36,
results were good. Several areas received noteworthy corments,
the arbarkation was especlally cited.

10, MATERIAL: This squadron erployed two expeditors at MAG-36 supply
to provide maintenance with a 24 hour capability for spare parts,

11, EMBARKATION: Pre-deploynent visits were made to the USS VALLEY
FORGE. Erbarkation readiness surveillence has been increased over all
departnents, Boxes and paint were received though not in the amount
of our requisitions.,

12, MARINE CORPS PROPERTY: Missing and below allowance items on T/E
were requisitioned and equipnent is being received, Gear has been
boxed for possible embarkation,

13. MAINTENANCE

Lvorage Aircraft Availability per day 1
Nwber of aireraft transferred

received

nodified

at P4R

sent to MOD

received from MOD

inspected

IMA repair

NMRROOWVOWNO

1h. AVIONICS:

Electric shop ~ During the month of February most of the alloted
nanhours were oxpended on scheduled maintenance such as calendar checks.
As usual a large anount of tirme and labor went into trouble shooting
and correcting discrepancies in the SAS and torque systems, Of the
assigned man hours, approxinately ocne half wes spont on productive
direct labor. The remainder of the time was utilized in maintonance
technical training, plant naintenance and naintenance nmanagement. A
portion of this time was also utilized by numerous people being con
dotails, By far most of the ten reoccuring gripes were SiS and torque.

Enclosure (1) :
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Radio Shop - During the month of February approxinately fifty porcent
of the alloted menhours was spent on productive direcct labor, including
trouble shooting, repairing COM-NAV systems, and on scheduled checks
ote., but of this fifty percent approxinatoly ton to fifteen percent
was spant on cahnabalization duc to a lack of end itens from the
potable pool, The alloted hours not spent on productive direct wore
utilized in verious ways including tcchnicel training, plent naintenance
and nunorous details: 41s¢ of the mon assigned to this work center
three men were utilized in H&MS-36 performing internediste maintenance.
of the rost recurring discrepancies TAGAN and FM were the highest, and
also were the nost often cannabalized:

BEnclosure (1)
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PART IV . SUPPORT DOCUMENTS
1o Maps: Series: 17014. 1:25,000 coverages of I Corps area.

2. All briefs were given by MAG-36 S-3,
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