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ORGMHZA'l'roNAL DATA 

. 1. ~signa.tion Com.rr'.ander 

3: Gi:.l. : krm 
OO}A04669 
15 Feb 1969 

LtCol. R. '1'. TRUNDY 1-31 Jan 69 

Subordinate Units 

None 

Attached Units 

Hone 

2. Location 

1-31 Jan 69 USB TRIPOLI, LPH-I0 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer ·l1aj. A. F. RIB:BECK 
Operations Officer Ifuj. D. D. \·JTI.SON 
Administrative Officer Capt. R. J. BLANCHBIELD 
Maintenance Officer Naj. R. J. Ne GAN 
Logistics/Supply Officer I-:aj. J. N. EICHEL13ERGER 
Intelligence Officer . Capt. F. L. GAUSE 
UATOPS Officer 1stLt. 'I'. U. WALL 
Safety Officer Naj. E. A. BIRZER 

4. Average Nonthly Strength 

1-31 Jan 69· 
1-31 Jan 69 
1-31 Jan 69 
1-31 Jan 69 
1-31 Jan 69 
1-31 Jan 69 
1-31 Jan 69 
1-31 Jan 69 

l~AV.A1 AVIATORS AGO F.LIGHT SURGEl:WN ENLISTED BOEING REP G. Eo REP 

J 2 1 113 1 1 
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'15 Feb 1969 

, Du:::oirv:: tho rq)Ortil\:'2; veriod BI,jl,1-164 suppo:rted Special Landing I?o:cce 
3ravo C';l1Q the er.'lbarkec1 J]e,t '.;a1i on (3/26) during a rehersal 8 JanuaI';,;r 1969 
in IU'eparation for O:ncration Bold tlarinero 1010 Harines were lifted to 
Landing Zone Peyton and returned to L?H-IO ar"d LI'D-5 in }It hours. Just 
5 days lEter on 13 January 1969 Hi'11'I-164 lead by its COIIlu"'landi!l(c' Officer, 
LtCol. R. T. THU1TDY, landed the assu2,lt forces of Operation Bold l'larin~r 
by lifting 1156 Combat i:arines of BL'll 3/26 (Rein) into the Batangan Peninsula 
in three hours ~nd twenty minut0s flight t:ime. The strike uas, extremely 
difficult in that the vreo.ther i'las 500 feet overcast with 1 mile visibility. 
?ortunately, no enemy fire i1as received during the insertion of the :BLT. 
During' the remainder of the reporting period the squadron supported the 
Bold Hariner O::oeration with logistical resurply, troop movement, and medical 
evacuation. The squadron was responsible for the transporting of a large 
percentage of tile apl)J:.'oximentl:;,' 11,000 detainees moved to the Combined Holding' 
and Interrogation Center (CHIC). In addition the s~uadron flew administr.ative 
fliGhts for Special Landing Force Bravo and the .Amphibious Ready Group. 
Grand totals as indicated in Part IV, Statistical Sunmmry, were 4932 sorties, 
818.4 tons, 15,024 passengers including 195 medevacs for 1078.2 total hours 
for the month. 
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4 aircraft to \Hng for augmentation 
of their assets 

4 aircraft Wing aUf?}J1enta tion 

3 aircr2Jt \!ling augmentation 

3 aircraft augmentation 
al'~~l64 takes purt in reher8a1 for 
Operation Bold ;:'lariner 

4 ail.'craft .. line augmentation 

8 aircraft \'Iing augmentation 

Commencement of ODe~ation Bold }~iner 
on the Bata.nga.n Peninsula, Re~_,ublic of 
Viet Ham. 
HlYil':I-164, liftin{,: BL'l' 3/26, to established· 
cordon in its portion of the AOA. 

Squadron began placing a Corpsman in 
"1mrkinc birds ll during lOGistical 
resupply. Rarely vTaS there a time 
Hhen "workinr; birdsll already in the 
area could not react 'vi thin minutes 
to a HEDEVAC request. Therefore it 
was felt it would be beneficial to 
have one "i'lOrldng bird" assigned to 
anm'rer the request .. lith medical assis·tance 
aboard. The lives saved by this action 
cannot be asssssed, but it is notel1orth;y­
that the majority of medical evacuies 
\.ere mine and bobby trap victimS, frequently 
having severed limbs. 
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SEeBEr 

PAl{1' IV 

Sli'PP0l1TmG OOCtJ1IlENTS 

STA'l'I3I8.i;L 3Ui::u·jAl.'{Y (Taken from a:fter action reports and cor.recte'l 
. °1 f'l' h-l- h' 1 \ 0..;;,:1.. y J. -l.G v SC .eflU es). 

~ :r:EIEVAC :FASS:S'NGEES CAliGe (TONS l so; ,TIES ~ 

1 22 374 13.1 176 2~.9 
2 7 453 25.3 231 47.3 
3 1 362 3.1 68 12.3 
4 0 351 2.3 100 21.0. 
5 0 310 7.1 129 24.0 
6 0 146 0·3 46 7.9 
7 0 58 0.8 15 2.0 
8 0 2020 2.0 250 41.9 
9 0 519 7.6 136 30.8 

10 1 519 26.1 187 41.2 
11 1 414 4.5 100 20.2 
12 0 115 3·5 32 13.6 
13 1 1156 16.9 268 60~6 
14 1 867 18.0 164 44.3 
15 3 157 48.7 146 31.4 
16 1 437 47.4 183 46.4 
17 10 2C8 21.2 105 33.8 
18 0 595 39.5 180 52414 
19 3 258 ·50.3 204 51.5 

e 20 0 432 37.6 . 130 46.4 21 0 4'~9 32.8 173 41.7 
. 22 '0 741 44.7 238 49.9 23 2 1010 109.6 367 45.0 

24 0 467 22.7 159 44.6 
25 32 696 ~. ~ Ii 217 42.8 . ;J0.L 
26 '\ 13 5C2 26.3 158 31.3 
27 29 301 32.5 188 39.0 28 ')" 172 26.2 125 25.9 ,_c.. 

29 11 263 22.6 . 142 29.3 
30 11 282 45.3 162 34.6 . 31 24 :210 . 43.6 . 122 22.2 

'1' (fl.1 iJ.J S 195 15,024 818.4 4932 1078.2 
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HARmE IolEDlill:l BELICOPTEH SQUADRON 164 
Harine Aircraft Group 15 

9th J.Ta.rine .Amphibious Brigade, :EMFPac 
. FPO, San Francisco 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commander, Task Group 79.5 

,:GIViL:rcb 
003A04569 
14 Feb~ 1969 

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BOLD ¥.oARINER/RUSSELL BEACH, 
Part II (U) 

Ref: 

Encl: 

(a) CTF 79 msg 220226z Jan 69 (c) 
(b) CTG 79.5 OPLAl~ l20-YR (S) 

(1) After Action Report 
(2) Statistical Summary 

10 In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) and (2) 
are submitte~. 

2. This letter is downgraded to unclassified' upon removal of enclosures 
(1) and (2). 

k<}.A~~ 
R. T. TRUNDY V 

Copy No.~of~Copies 
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A.FTER ACT ION REPORT . 

1. ~ 

Operation Bold ~~iner/Russell Beach, Part II 

24 January 1969 - 9 FebruarJ 1969, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. 

3. COI:lIllaJ1d Location 

USS Tripoli (LPH-IO) 

4. Task Organization 

5. Mission 

Provide helicopter support to EDT 3/26 and the landing force reserve 
and be prepared to conduct other air operations as directed by the CLF. 

6. Execut ion 

24 JanuarY 196,2 

At l200H operational control of the squadron passed from CTF 79 to 
CTG 79.5 for the final phase of the 'operation. YT-ll was external~ lifted 
out of Bright-Lad Kilo's position. Lt's ROTTRUP and HOWE had made an emer­
gency landing there on 23 January 1969 when an engine failed. Sqtuutron 
aircraft flew 82 sorties, 19.8 flight hours, and lifted 381 troops/passengers 
including 252 detainees, and 13.7 tons of cargo. 

25 January 1969 , 

This was one of the heaviest flying ~s in the reporting period. 
Totals for the d~ were 217 sorties, 42.8 flight hours, • 696 
troops/passengers, including 433 detainees transported to The Combined 
Holding Interro.gation Center (CHIC), 45 replacements for Mike ComPSll\V, 
and 32 NEDEVAC IS. 36.2 tons of cargo ta'e moved tluring the day. . 

26 Janua;t'Y 1969 

India Company minus was lifted to the Bright-Lad Command Post. 
Totals for the day included 158 sorties, 31.3 hours, 502 troops/passengers' 
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including 285 detainees to CHIC, 13 MEDEVAC' s, 8.nd 2603 tons of cargo. 

27 January 1969 
( 

Totals for the day included 188 sorties, 39.0 hours, 301 troops/ 
passengers including 29 J.1EDEVAC' s and 32.5 tons of cargoD 

28 January 1969 

Tot81s for the day include 125 sorties, 25.9 flight hours, 172 
troops/passengers, including 22 MEDEVAC's and 26.2 tons of cargo. 

29 January 1969 

Totals included 142 sorties, 29.3 hours, 263 troops/passengers, ~ 
including 11 HEDEVACI S , and 22.6 tons of cargo. YT-15 received moderate 
small arms fire in the vicinity of BS 730820 and BS 7158U5 while low 
leveling back to the AGA from CHIC. The flight leader decided to low 
level due to restrictive fire plans between CHrC and Bright-Ladls posi-
tion. The aircraft received 7 hits and returned 150 rounds of .50 
caliber fire. 

30 January 1962 

Totals for the ~ included 162 sorties, 34.6 flight hours, 282 
troops/passengers, including 11 MEDEVAC's, and 45.3 tons of cargo. One 
squadron aircraft received light small arms fire from BS 720980 while 
flying at 2000 feet resulting in no hits. 

31 January 1969 

Totals for the last day in the month included 153 sorties, 35.2 
flight hours, 310 troops/passengers including 24 l':;EDl..:VAC' s, and 43.6 tons 
of cargo. 

1.February 1969 

Due to very restrictive weather conditions Squadron aircraft were 
able to conduct only limited resupply, troop lift and ll:iEDEVAC nuss:j.ons. 
Totals for these missions Here 25 sorties, 3.5 hours, 35 troops/passengers, 
including 20 NEDEVAC' s, and 3 tons of cargo. l.'wo squadron aircraft were 
able to ass ist in Vertical Replenishment of the USS Tripoli from.t he US:S 
Nars flying an additionBl 105 sorties, 5.3 hours, 32 passengers, and 6::~.5· 
tons of cargo. 

2 Enclosure (1) 

.... OFClRU 

UJjfMU;DJJ~~ O~'O{£[UJ -

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

_ JiiOPORN 3:GI[,:rcb'f!X~{" 
003A04569 . 
14 February 1969 

2 Feb:r;ua:r.x 1969 

Again 101'; ceilings and visibilit;'l severely hampered flight opera­
tionso One section of aircraft rode North out of b[1,d . ",eather aboard the 
USS Ogden and then launched to Danang for needed medical supplies and air~ 
craft engines. Totals for the day vJere 50 sorties, 5.9 hours, 99 troops/ 
passengers including 48 replacements for Kilo company, and 5 tons of cargo. 

3 February 196.9 

l'leather conditions improved sufficiently to allovl the squadron to 
complete troop lift and resuppl;/ missions postponed from the previous 
two days. 'ihe days totals ,.,hich include assistanoe in vertical replenish­
ment, '''ere 321 sorties, 46.7 flight hours, 366 troops/passengers, includ­
ing 2 lI2;])EVAC's, and 103.6 tons of cargo. 

4 February 1.969 

Totals for the day were 120 sorties, 21.8 flight hours, 261 troops/ 
passengers, and 32.7 tons of cexgo. 

5 :b'ebruar;y: 1969 

1'he back:load of BL'l' 3/26 commenced 'vitl;r'~quadron transporting Kilo 
company to the USS Ogden and Lima Company, \<1/1/13, and a Recon Platoon to 
the USS Tripoli. Totals included 159 sorties, 25 flight hours, 679 troops/ 
passengers, incLldint;' 1 l iJEDEVAC, and 20.1 tons of cargo. 

6 February 1969 

The backload continued with e/l/13 being hel il if ted to the USS 
Nontice1lo .and 15 tons of ammunition being moved from the BSA at \Ihite 
Beach to the USS Ogden. One platoon of Hike compan;y was lifted into BS 
795858 in the morning and returned to Hhi te Beach b the afternoon. Totals 
for the day were 172 sorties, 36Q2 flight hours, 357 troops/passengers, 
including. 32 NEDEVAC's, and 21.7 tons of cargo. 

7 February 1969 

10 tons of ammunition was back:loaded from the l'ihite Beach to the USS 
Ogden. During the day the squadron flew 82 sorties, 18.2 flight hours, 
357 troops/passengers, including 32 MEDEVAC·s, and 21.1 tons of cargoo 
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8 Februa.:t7 1969 

The backload continued w;i th the squadron moving 30 tons of ammun:L­
tion from the BSA to the USS Ogden. Totals included 222 sorties, 34.8 
flight hours, 337 troops/passengers, including 1 NEDEVAC, and 67.3 tons 
of cargo. 

9 February 1969 

The operation \-Tas completed with the backload of the remainder of 
the troops/passengers and equipment from White :Beach. Totals included 
128 sorties, 30.6 flight hours, 523 troops/passengers ~d 16.8 tons of 
cargo. 

70 Results 

a. Casualties: None 

b. Fire Incidents 

Alc FIRED OU :n~CIDENTS 

2 1 

ALTITUDE Alc HIT 

0-499 1 
500-999 0 

80 Commander's Analysis 

a. Operations Ashore 

Alc HIT 

1 

NO. HI'rS 

1 
o 

NO. HITS 

7 

(1) Flight operations ashore consisted of resupply, medeVM, 
troop transport, visual reconnaissance, command and control, and ~-
strative missions. . 

(2) The following problem areas were encountered dur~ this 
phase of the operation. 

(a) Problem: DelB¥ in Logistical Support due to Fire 
Support Coordination. 

Discussion: Fire support ooordination oreated signifioant 
delays in helicopter movement from p'oint to point ashore and in one in­
stance all helo operations had to be secured for a period of about four 
hours. Unless helioopter approach and retirement routes are free from 
conflicting supporting fires, allOwing maximum utilization of helicopter 
assets, fire support coordination assuoh is not effective. 

f/(:~:;;.~':';~,\-:;\ .' -----------=t ~~ ...... "'.---"Oh.... ~ 
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Recommendation: The PSC Annex should specif'y the 
procedures for establishing priorities regarding eLF requests for 
simultaneous fire support and helicopter logistical support. 

\ 

(b) Problem: Delays in resupply caused by requesting units 
refusing to accept supplies allegedly ordered by them. 

Discussion: On numerous occas~ions after being told in 
the LSA, BSA, or by combat cargo that designated loads were for a specific 
unit, the Unit refused the load on the groun~that: 

(1) ~he unit had not requested the c~go. 

(2) The unit had requested a lesser amount of cargo. 

(3) The tactical situation prevented accepting the 
load at that time. 

IteCCIltllendation: Sufficient prior logistical planning 
beti-Teon small unit cOIn!l1Dnders, HST teams, and the Battalion S-4 in regard 
to daily requirements would prevent this problem from recurring. 

(c) Problem:' Excessive use of liST frequency or liST not 
being u? on the assigned frequency. 

Discussion: The landing zone control frequency was 
constantly utilized for ~assing all manner of traffic not related to the 
logistical resupply of units causing unnecessary delays for pilots attempt­
ing to contact individual teams. Further, it ,vas the rule rather the 
exception to find HS~ teams not on the air during the morning or dvxing 
initial logistical deliveries. ' 

Recommendation: EST teams must come up on the air when­
ever helico!;lters are supporting the battalion and not rely on being passed 
the "lOrd of impendL"'l{! supply from the battalion. .After a radio check, 
teams .should keep traffic toa minimum to ensure prompt response to calls 
from the 'supporting helicopters. A headset with covered earphones liQuld 
be most helpful for the use of liST teams. 

(d) Problem: Meteorological information. 

Discussion: Initialy, meteorological information, 
weather conditions and forecasts, for Chu Lai and Ianang were not readily' 
available. 

}iecommendation: In future operations the establisbment 
of a communications link between the LPH and shore meteorology stations 
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would seem essential. Services from units ashore having .. ,eather 
reconnassance capability should be requested in support of the Amphibious 
Task Force. 

(e) Problem: Low ceiling and visibility conditions. 

Discussion: Monsoon weather conditions were a hinder­
ance to flight operations throughout most of the period.. However, weather 
restrictions caused suspension of flight operations in only a few instances. 

Recommendation: That all echelons of canmand recognize 
the capabilities and limitations of supporting aircraft with respect to 
weather. Had below minimums· weather existed for longer· periods, coupled 
with significant enemy fire? surface means of resupply, medevac, and 
troops movement would have been required. . e 

be Backload Ouerati.9.!1§.: No significant problems were encountered .. 

9 e Cozmnander t s Contments 

The command and staff relationship between the host base (LPH-IO), 
the Special Landing Force staff, the Battalion Landing Team and the 
Helicopter Transport Squadron ,,,as outstanding. The response time of the 
BLT/BJv]\l team is particularly noteworthy" The direct line between the ELT 
commander ashore and the helicopters afloat provided timely and appropriate 
reaction to the BLT requirements. 
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STATISTICAL Sm'iNARY 

OPERATION BOLD lvIARmER, Part II 

24 JMTUAIiY - 9 FEBRUARY 1969 

TROOPS! TONS OF FLIGHT 
DATE PASSENGEHS }lEDEVAOS CARGO SOHTIES HOURS 
JAN 24 381 0 13.7 82 19.8 

25 696 32 36.2 217 ·42.8 
26 502 13 26.3 158 31.3 
27 301 29 32.5 188 39.0 
28 172 22 26.2 125 25.9 
29 263 11 22.6 142 29.3 
30 282 11 45.3 162 34.6 
31 310 24 43.6 153 35.2 

FEB 1 67 20 65.5 130 8.8 
2 99 0 5.0 50 5.9 
:; 366 2 103.6 321 46.7 
4 261 0 32.7 120 21.8 
5 679 1 20.1 159 25.0 
6 351 32 21.1 172 36.2 
7 271 0 15.1 82 18.2 
8 331 1 61.3 222 34.8 
9 523 0 16.8. 128 30.6 

TOTALS :2861 128 22~·8· 2611 482.2 
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