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LVlARINE rlli ON 164 
Harine Aircraft Group 36 

1st Harine Aircraft Wing, F1fFPac 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

r'rom: Commanding Offic er 
To: Commanding Officer, 31st Marine Amphibious Unit 

" 

3:DCB:dfv 
5750 
1 Jul 1972 

Subj: 'Command Chronology for the Feriod 1 June through 30 June 1972 

Ref: (a) FMFPACO 5750qS_ 

Enel: (1) HMH-164 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. This letter is downgraded to Unclassified upon removal of enclosure 
(1). 

Copy to: 
CO, HAG-36 
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C01-1MAND GHIiONOLOGY 

1 June to 30 June 1972 
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STAFF OF!ICER,§ 

COIIlIll8nding Officer 

Executive Officer 

Operations Officer 

Administrative Officer 

Personal hffairs 

Maintenance Officer 

~ Logistics Officer 

PilET I 
ORGANIZldIONJ-u, DATA 

PERIOD 

1-.30 Jun 1972 

1-30 Jun 1972 

1-30 Jun 1972 

1-30 Jun 1972 

1-30 Jun 1972 

1-30 Jun 1972 

1-30 Jun 1972 

Intelligence Officer 1-30 Jun 1972 

Personal Sf'...I"vices Offic(>..l' 1-36 Jun 1972 

NATOPS Officer 1-30 Jun 1972 

Safety Officer 1-30 Jun 1972 

LTCOL E. C. HERTBERG 

MAJ D. J. MOORE 

MAJ D. C. BRODIE 

CAPT J. B. MURRAY 

CJJ>T R. L. CJJ.l,IHbN 

MAJ F. S. BELL 

lSTLT J. W. BERGHAN 

ISTLT R. H. DOUGHERTY 

CliPT R. T. SARLE.S 

MAJ H. A. MAKEEVER 

e Loca.tion: 1-7 June 1Cf12, USS Okinawa (LPH-3) Subic Bay. $-10 June 1972, 
USS Okinawa (LPH-3) enroute and arrived MR-1 RVH. 11-30 June 
1972, USS Okinawa (LPH-3) Y.B.-1 RVN. 

Average Monthly Strength: USMC 

OFFfF1JL 
58 249 

USN 

OFFfFNL 
1 2 

OTHm 

01<'F7FJJL 
00 

TOTlu.. 

OFF fEJ:.SL 
59 251 

Important Visitors: General R. ~. CUSHM1J~, Commandant, United States 
Marine Corps, 16 June 1972. 

Awa.rds: Air Crew Com 'oat Wings - Three 

Promotions: To Staff Sergeant - One ' 
To Sergeant - Seven 
To Corporal ~ Twelve' 
To Lance Corporal - Nine 
To Private First Class - Two 

1 
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1 - 7 

PlIRT II 
NARRATIVE Sm~Y 

Jun - Local day and night training was conducted fromNAS, Cubi 
Faint to include day and night instrument and familiariza­
tion operationa. Missions were flown in conjunction with 
BLT 1/4 including range sweeps, ammo and a one cOulpany lift 
insertion of FAC teams,and medevac standby. During the 
in-port period, the HERS System components were exercised 
and determined to be fully operational. 

a Jun - Squadron, aboard USS Okinawa (LPH-3), departed NB, Subie Bay 
for HR-l, RVN 

9 - 10 Jun - Squadron conducted Safety Standdown. Training was conducted 
for both officers and enlisted in preparation for arrival 
MR-l. Two CH-53 , Ii and crews returned to HMM-164 from TJJ) 
wi th Ht4M-165 on USS Tripoli. . 

10 Jun - Chopped from 33rd MAU to 31st MAU and Commanding Officer~ 
~~1-164 relinquished Command of 33rd ~illU effective 10l600Z 
June 1972. 

11 Jun - One UH-lE was lost at sea due to probable engine failure. 
Uneventful rescue was made of crew by USS Okinawa's small 
boat. One medevac was lift.ed from .DD-845 to USS Okinawa. 

12 Jun - Two aircraft were sent to Phu Bai carrying MhU and squadron 
personnel to a planning conference. 

14 Jun - Squadron pers~nnel attended planning conference in DaNang 
and Hue. 

15 Jun - Two medevacs were conducted by squadron aircraft: (1) 
DD-845 to USS Okinawa, (2) USS Manitowoc to DaNang. 

16 Jun - Squadron personnel attended planning conference in DaNang 
and Hue. 

17 Jun - Two CH-46 t e aSsisted in transporting CMC and Staff during 
visit of MR-l. Squadron personnel were addressed by the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, General R. E. CUSHMAN. 

19 Jun - Squadron'personnel attended planning conference in Hue, along 
with }lAU staf!. 

21 Jun - Two priority medevacs were carried from USS cayuga to USS 
Okinawa. 

~.~~~ ~3 Jun - $quadron personnel attended planning conference in Hue, 
along with lI1.f1.U staff. 
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.25 Jun - Squadron personnel attended planning conference in Hue, 
along with rvU1U staff. 

29 - 30 Jun - Operation IlLAM SON - 72" (SONG THAN 9-72), commenced on 

1. 

29 June with a helo assault involving Hl4M-164/HN11-l65, "FII 
Troop, 4th Air Cav. and two battalions of tho 258th BDE., 
First V~IC Div' l supported by NGF, VNMC ArtY'1 and U. S. 
Air Force B-52 strikes and cloBe air support. A single 
assault wave of helo aircraft included IS H-46 I s, 6 H-53's, 
and 3 H-ll s of HMH-164/HHM-165 lifting 720 troops into each 
landing zone, with interval of 11 minutes between first 
aircraft in and last aircraft out of the zone. This squadron 
lifted 769 passengers and flew 99 sorties,·amounting to 
52.3 hours of flight time f9r the 29th. Ten H-46's, 3 H-53 f s, 
and 1 H-l from HHM-164 participated in the lift while 1 
H-53 and 1 H-l, acted as spare aircraft. Escort and landing 
zone support were provided by 6 Cobra's, 2 LOH's, and 1 H-l 
from the \IF" Troop, 4th Air Cav. Fire was received in both 
zones. One aircraft received one small anns round in the 
cockpit, resulting in no injury. A total of 650 rounds of 
.50 caliber ammo were expended by ~M-164. 

PART III 
S1QUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Significant Events 

1 - 7 Jun 72 - Continuation of local training at Cubi Point and 
support of BLT 1/4 operations afield. 

8 Jun 72 - Depart Cubi Point. 

9 - 10 Jun 72 - Safety Standdowni detachment of 2 CH-53 return from 
HMM-165. 

10 Jun 72 - Chopped from 33rd Hi.U to 31st MAU. 

11 Jun 72 - One UH-lE lost at sea. 

12 Jun 72 - Planning conference at Phu Bai. 

14 Jun 72 - Planning conference in DaNang and Hue. 

16 Jun 72 - Planning conference in Hue. 

17 Jun 72 - CMC Visit to MR-l. 

19 Jun 72 - Planning conference in Hue. 

21 Jun 72 - Medevac 
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22 Jun 72 - Planning conference in Hue. 

23 Jun 72 - Plmming conference in Hue. 

25 Jun 72 - Planning conference in Hue. 

27 Jun 72 - Communication equiJr.1ent for support ot "WI SON - 72" 
(SONG THAN 9-72) inserted North of Hue. 

29 Jun 72 - Operation "WI SON - 72" (SONG THAN 9-72). 

2. rtw,rine of the Month for June 1972: Corporal Michael R. Eli-STEP. 

PART IV 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

1. Appendix·J. - Map ot Operation Area J assault landing zones" and route 
structure; preliminary congratulatory messages and belo 
timetable for "LJIM SON - 72" (SONG THAN 9-72). 

(A-I'LJ~~<-t- A -f) 
2. Jippendix B - !iU!.tiatical SUlll11Iary 1-30 June .1972 •. 
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APPENDIX A 
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i~PPEHDIX B 

::>Ti.TISIC1J.. Sm,mARY FOH. 1-30 JUNE 1972 

f:.l.Q ~ . SOH.TlbS Plu( ~ HOURS 

CH-46 ~ 518 ~ ~ ~ 

CH-53 ~ 162 1035 ~ 107.2 

UH-lE ~ 40 ~ --1h1 ~ 
TOTJJ.. ~ 220 ~ ...§l:.2 ~ 
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