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PART I
ORGANITZATTONAL DATA
STAFF QFFICERS PERIOD NAME
Commanding Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 LTCOL E. ¢. HERTBERG
Executive Officer 1-16 Jul 1972 MAJ D. J. MOORE
1731 Jul 1972 MAJ H, A, MAREEVER
Operations Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 MAJ D; ¢. BRODIE
Administrative Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 CAPT J. B. MURRAY
Personal Affairs 1-31 Jul 1972 CAPT R. L. CALLIHAN
Maintenance Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 Mid F. S. BELL
Logistics Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 MAJ T. W. TOLER
Intelligence Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 1STLT J. W. BERGMAN

Personal Services Qfficer 1-31 Jul 1972 1STLT K. H. DOUGHERTY
NATOPS Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 CAPT K. T. SARLES

Safety Officer ‘ 1-16 Jul 1972 Mhd H. A. MAKEEVER
17-31 Jul 1972  CALPT W. A. MURPHY

Location: 1-2 July, enroute Hong Xong.
3~8 July, Hong Kong.
9~10 July, enroute and arrive MR-1 LVN. -
11-31 July, MR-1 RVN.

\verage Monthly Strength: USMC UsN OTHER TOTAL

OFF/ENL OFF/FNL  OFF/ENL  OFF/ENL
58/ 246 1/2 0/0 59/ 248

Important Visitors: Major General L. E. BROWN, CG, 1STMaW, 1 July 1972.
Brigadier General E. J. MILLER, CG, 9TH ¥4B, 1 July 1972.
RADM W. D. TOOLE Jr., COMPHIBGRUONE 11 July 1972.
Brigadier General E. J. MILLER, CG, 9TH MaB, 11 July 1972,
LtGen. L. METZGER, CG, 3D MiF, 18 July 1972.
Major General J, C. FEGAN, CG, 3D MARDIV, 27-28 July 1972,

Awards: Silver Star -~ (One
Purple Heart - One
Navy Achievement - One
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry - 1st Class -~ One
2nd Class -~ Seven
3rd (lass ~ One
fir Combzt Crew Wings - Fifty-Three
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Promotions:

3 -

1 Jul

9 Jul

10 Jul

11 Jul

» »UN}@MSSHH\E@ » |

To Sergeant - One
To Corporal - One
To Lance Corporal - Ten

PART 11
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Two CH-46's carried MajGen BROWN, CG, lst MaW and BrigGen
MILLER, CG, 9th MALB from USS DENVER to USS OKINAWA and then
on to DaNang Squadron ajircraft escorted an Army UH-1, which
landed aboard ship the previous evening with two medevacs,
back to Tan My. The two medevacs were taken to DaNang after
initial medical treatment aboard ship. The squadron, aboard
USS OKINAWA (LPH-3), departs MR-1 RVN for Hong Kong.

Arrived Hong Kong, The squadron hosted officers and enlisted
persormel from the 28th Squadron, RAF for a tour of the ship
and squadron aireraft. The British Forces hosted squadron
personnel to several functions which included; tours of

their installations in the New Territory and a 28th Sqguadron
Dinner Party.

Arrived MR-1 RVN, Commanding Officer of the 315t MAU and
squadron representatives were flown to Blue kidge and Tripoli
for briefing on operation Lam Son ~ 72 (Phase 2),

Operation Lam Son - 72 (Phase 2), commenced on 11 July with
a helo assault involving HMM-164/HMY-165, "F! Troop, 4th

Air Cav. and two battalions from the First VNM( Div,,
supported by NGF, VNMC Arty., and U, S. iir Force B-52
strikes and close air support. Twelve CH-46's, three CH-53's
and one UH-1 participated in the operation. Squadron air-
craft 1lifted a total of 368 troops into two zones compiling
3L sorties and 18,3 flight hours. Two CH-46's had to be
abandoned along the retirement route due to heavy enemy fire.

_ The crews were picked up safely and returned to the ship.

4 Jul -

The two downed aircraft were lifted aboard ship later in the
day by two CH-53's. A4 third CH-A46 had to be lifted aboard
ship after it encountered transmission difficulties while
flying a recovery team ashore,

in awards ceremony was held at which 42 Air Combat Crew Wings
were presented to HMM-164 enlisted personnel. In addition,
the Purple Heart was presented to an enlisted crew member
and the Navy Achievement Medal was awarded to an officer of
the squadron, Also nine officers and one enlisted man were
awarded Vietnamese awards at a ceremony held at the lst

VNMC Div, HDQTRS. The squadron flew General MILLER and his
party to the awards ceremony.

ENCLOSURE (1)

[ GHELASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

© - 17 Jul -~ RADM W, D. TOOLE Jr. was flown te various ships in vicinity
. of USS OKINAWA. Newsmen were flown from LaNang to USS
NEWPORT NEWS.

17 ~ 18 Jul - Conducted VIP mission carrying LtGen. L. METZGER, CG, 3d MLF
to various ships in the local area and a visit with HMM-164.
iboard the USS BLUE RILGE, LtCol. E. C. HERTBERG was presented
the Silver Star for heroic achievement on 11 July 1972 by
LtGen, METZGER. One UH-1E and one CH-46 carried newsmen on
a photo recon of the Hue and DaNang area,

20 Jul - MAU and Squadron personnel attended a planning conference in
Hue,

21 Jul - MaU and Squadron personnel were flown to Huong Dien for a
planning conference. 4 jeep and communications gear was
‘ also flown to Huong Dien in preparation for LamSon - 72
(Song Then 94-72).

22 Jul - HMM-164 continues it's support of the Lam Son - 72 operations
by participating in Song Than 94-72, lifting a total of 704
VNMC troops into two separate zones in two waves, Again
HiM-164 had the support of NGF, VNMC arty., Air Force B-52's
and TAC air, and gunships from "F" Troop, 4th air Cav. Ten
CH-46's four CH-53's and two UH-1E's participated in the
operation. These aircraft flew a total of 8l sorties, com-
‘ piling 28,6 total flight hours. 4ll aircraft returned to the
© USS OKINAWA undamaged. Two squadron aircraft picked up a
Jeep and communications gear from VNiC CP and conducted a
Medevac mission of a Vietnamese fisherman from the USS DAVIS
(DD-937) to DaNang.

. 25 Jul - One routine Medevac was flown from the USS VESUVIUS (4E-15)
to LPH-3. The squadron also conducted night operations
placing emphasis on night landings and instrument flying.

27 - 28 Jul - MajGen, J. C. FHGAN, CG, 3d MARDIV was flown to USS OKINAlA
from DeNang., After visiting HMM-164 he was transported to
visit Marines stationed aboard other ships in the &4RG. The
General and his staff were then returned to DaNang.

29 Jul - The squadrdn hosted members of “F" Troop, 4th Cav. and 11lth
CAG for a tour of the ship and a luncheon,

31 Jul -~ The ready aircraft was launched to assist in picking up a
man overboard off the USS ST. LOUIS.

PART III !
SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT LVENTS

1. Significant Lvents

. 1 Jul - VIP end Medevac missien. Depart for Hong Kong. N
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3 - 9 Jul - In port period — Hong Kong.

10 Jul — MAU and Squadron briefing on Blue Ridge and Tripoli.

11 Jul

- Operation Lam Son - 72 (Phase 2).
14 Jul w_Awards ceremonies and VIP mission.
17 Jul -~ VIP and news media missions.

17 - 18 Jul - VIP and photo recon mission, award ceremony.

27

e
o

20 Jul - Planning conference in Hue,

21 Jul - Planning conference in Huong Dien.

22 Jul - Lam Son 72 (Song Than 9A-72) and civilian Medevac.
25 Jul - Medevac and night operations.

~ 28 Jul - VIP mission,

29 Jul -~ "F" Troop Luncheon.
31 Jul - Man overboard assistance given to USS 3T, LOUIS.
Marine of the Month for July 1972 - Sgt. Michael McCURRY.

PART IV
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Appendix A - Congratulatory Message for "Lam Son -~ 72" (Song Than 9-72)
29 June 1972,

Appendix B ~ Award nomination and Change of Command messages.fl)

Appendix C - Congratulatory lMessages For "Lam Son - 72" (Phase 2).(+)

Appendix D - Schematic of Pickup Zone and Map of Operation Area,
Assault Landing Zones, and Houte Structure; Helo Timetable,
Flight Schedule and Congratuatory Messages for "Lam Son -~
72" (Song Than 9A~72), (ropt)

Appendix E - Statistical Summary for 1-31 July 1972.
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@ ek w0 RUMFUFABSTZ C O o F I UE 3t L AL

Bo CH 46 AuD 53 HeLICGOPIERS FrOM MARI.e MeDIUN BeLICOPIER
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GUWFIRE FROM S£VEJIH FLeg: DESIROYERS Ay CRUISERS AuD BY
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On this map 8 LANE is cansidered a3 being » munimum of 2.

| CONFIDENAJAL |-~ . - '
POl B . o DIX D Dense farest or jungle indicates mare than 25 pascent of gr
s ‘ QPPLM then 25 percent of ground is concealed by canapy with und
N - Rimg rdm hay riang gid chl rima cdy bao phé me

~ i E chi rimg cly bao phi m@t 48t trén I5% Ko thani

fu . ROADS — DUONG -S4

All weath.er, haid suriace, two or mora lanes wide
v | . g - Duong irdng kv, <6 hai hay trén hai 6] xe ai. -
3 All weather, loase or light sutface, two ¢s morg lanes wige

w - | Duvng cin dd hay trdng mdng, <6 hai hay trén hai tixe di_o .

Adl weathe:, ha:d cusface, onolane wide

Buong trdn3 nhea, e mpt i6i xe di —

""" All westher, (0358 Cijli Zht surfacs, one lana wide

Buimg cn Cd kol trdng mdng, <6 mpt Wi xedi .~

B . Y N - Fair or dry waather. {0oss surface — Dudng ddt. -
- Cart track — Dudna dung khaikhdn -

3 . “ Footpeth, tiail — Duong mén, dudng bg-hdnh

el

g ROUTE MARKERS DAHMN-HIEU DUONG-SA
. Netional; Interprovincial E
a . LN . Quécif; fign tnh I8
: - 1 Provincial; Commtunz| of other
» Tink:1¢, Hwong 1y hay khde {
RAILROADS — DUONG XE LUA
Normal gauge, singla track. 1 meter (3'334"") wida; Statlon
Logi dudng thudng, mf! dudng, réng I mét; Ga. tram
Normat gauge. double track
Loai cung thudng, hai ddng
Narrow gauge, single trach .
6‘ Logi cudng hep, mt dudng " _

_i_

+

1

B1d: All weather, s;.‘;r;.l' LF“ ‘ ‘

Sdn bay: Ding quanh ndm; Fimg mio '

f
Bridge N .

Wood - Cdu g8

- e

Steel — Cdu sdv. 4 ==
Concrete — Cdu xdy. =
Faotbridge— Clu nhd i -

Feriy— Phd

Ford — Chb 16i qua
Road on fevee — Pong ddp
Levee, Wall — Bo ddp: Tudng
Canal or ditch; Less than 18 meters wide; Ovar 1

SR S SN, SE—

ars wide
trén 18 mét
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" APPENDIX D

ML AINE

MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADLCH |

Maxrine Zircraft Group 36

1st Marine [ircraft Wing, FrifFac
FPC San Francisco, 96602

FLIGRT SCHEDULE FOR:
SQU:DRON DUTY OFFICER:
OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICER:

S:TURD.Y 22 JULY 1972 (204)

LT MUGRDOCH
LT BUTLER/LT GILL

it non
o 4’55'7

T 4&5

DUTY SECTIOK: OWE (1)
RELDY 4/C: CLPT S/RLES/LT BELL
SURISE/SUNSET 5 e : 0625/1924, _
FLT ;/C __ MODEX BRIEF _ ETD __EIR PILOT _ CO-PILOT _~~ MSN FOD_ DEST  [EM.GKS
1-1 UH-1E YT___ 0630 0_745 W/C MiJ MUKBEVER  LICOL HELLBERG 600 HO3  HO3 . G/C
1l mom_—om " LT GREENE CLPT PENTZ o " ¢/C STiNDBY
21 CH-46 "__ 07<5 - 0820 " MLJ BRODIE LT MeDOWELL 550 " " TROOP LIFT
2_,2 it 4] 1 1t " LT BERGM.LN T BLKER f f i it Y
23 0w on n " LT HINES LT DURNEY oo L L "
24 n: " n o MLT TOIRT: C.PT NEISON " n " n i
2__'5 f i n n " GLPT S.EJ.:ES LT BELL " i 1 fl "
-6 Mmoo " LT BELLARS LT L.VOY moow u i "
31 U .. 0855 " C/PT MURRAY LT DOUGHERTY 551 " i " "
] 3__2 1] "—..=_.. i ' i 1 LT Gll\\RETT LT POST fn n ] it i
33 L B " CAPT SCHEFFIER LT CKYDEL meoonow i L
3=4 Mmoo " . CLPT MUFRPHY LT CLRUSO moon n n "
35 Mmoo ow_ oo " LT G.GLIZRDO LT PELOSO woon n " L
4=1°CE-53 "__. 0530 0630/0900 " MiJ BELL IT G-12 550 " LPD/HO3 ® " NOTES 4&5
fez W oW owmo @@L OGNS LT BRLEGER 551 W LST/HO3 "
b3 Hom . ooom o ® " C.PT C/LLIH/W LT GILSON =~ 552 "' LKi/HO3 1
bty Moo _wooomoomowowopp WOLTER LT FUHRMLNN - 553 " LSD/HO3 " i
5.4 v 1145 136C 100 1T BiIIEY - LT JONES 951 " HO3  DLNANG MIRLOG NOTE &
5-2 CH-46 W__ = 1 MW T PPINGLU LT FORD L. " L n now
64 7. W__ - TB4  TBL  TBA CAPT S.RIES LT BELL 700 * " RBADY i/C KOTE 6
2" 0 M ooome oMo " LT HINDS LT DURNEY oo " ST.ND BY ./C NOTE %
71 _. Mo . 0600 9700 0720 LT ;;PINE.U __ LT FORD 950 " " TEST
HOURS FLOWN US OF 20 JULY 1972: 210.6 HOULS SCHEDULED FOL 22 JULY 1972: 31.0
HOWRS FLOWN ON 21 JULY 1572: 11.7

NOTES ON T{E BLCK .

Qq( Tl
U'BMITT.L.D BY. (J UTLPI‘
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NOTES: 1. PRI-FLY: [M — C/PT CiMI0S, DM = CiPT MULFHY,
" 2, HDC W.ICH; CiFT FIIE.
3.. INTEGRITY WLTCH: £. LT G.GLIARDO,B. LT WONNEI, C. LT G/WIGTT.
7. CH~53 DECK :;SSIGMMENTS: /4~1,LPD-10; 4=2, LST-11805 k-3, LKi~1165 44, LSD-31.
5. Jm1 PLIGHT WILL IEFUEL PRIOL TO RBLLUNCHING [T 0900, UrON. COMITETION OF THE
MISSION FETU.H TO RESPECTIVE DECKS FOR HOT HKEFUELING .MD W.IT FOL CLEAR/NCE TO
“.ETU’:lj 70 HO3. /-4 WILL GEFUEL ON ANOTHER SKIP THEN LETUEN TO LSD.
6. LM 4/C.
7. 4~3 P/U FLITES FiOM LK., GETURN OKINAWA THEN IETURN LK..
NATOFS: OH-46 = THE MIX /PP T4TLPIPE TEMPER.TULE IS °Cc 8UT IT CLN [ECH ° FOL.
- 10 SECONDS. , :
CH~53 ~ M.XIMUM Ny LT WIICH THE H/ED ROTOR BiYKE MY BE [FTLIED IS %.
UB-1E - TiIEVERSIBLE V.IVES [iE INSTLLIED ON THE CYCLIC /ND COLLECTIVE FOWEL,
CILINDELS ‘TO PREVENT M.IN KOTOR FEEDBICK IN THZ BVENT OF 4 HYDRIULIC SYSTEM
MALFUNCTION. TillE OL F.iLSE.

IIAISSVYIONA
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Uka

0P 221529 JL E

- &M CTG SEVEN SIX PT FO'R

TO RHY SV S/CHFLT COOR DGR U SAIGO\‘
INFO RUHGQAA/ZCOMNSEVENTHFLT

RUW JISA/CQM PHIBPAC SCIEGO CA
RWMFIFA/CTF SEVEN SIX
RUHGTA/CTG SEVEN NINE PT ONE
ZEN/GTG@ SEVEN NINE PT FOIR
ZEN/TG SEVEN SIX PT FOWR

+ LEN/JSS DENVER

ZEN 4185 WESTCHESTER COUNTY
BT

CONFIDENT IAL/strazw

PRE(REL SONG THANH 9A CUY s gv

1o 'C) THE FOLL OVING PRESS ﬁs,L FASE 1S PROPOSED FOR IMMED IATE

CLE(RANCE AND RELEASE. @
o QUOTE,»022 JU 724 JWITHITHE S5 FLEET ANPHIZICUS FRCES

(FF THE COAST OF SOUTH wmmxmm Ch! YING, FOR THE FIFTH TIME IN

THE LAST NINE VEEKS, 3. MARINE WELICQPDERS FROM FLEET AYPHIBICLS

FORES LIFTED SouTy vrvrvmzs,-. JARI'\!ES fw AN-ABEMLT EHIND ENEMY

« " . 3*,

PagE ‘I’WO RUHG06A2923. C ONFIDEN T I'a’L

L'NES IN THE NORTHERN PRIV INZES O"'" SO0 TH VEEETNAY . :
3. ON A CLEAR DAY WITH HISH ROKEN ANC SCATTERED CLODE, THE

"RMZAE OF NAVY GUNFIRE IN THE BACKGROUND, AND ‘ARMY CORaA GUYSHIPS

F.YING COWER, U,S. MARINE CH=-45 AND 5% HEL 0S5 FROY MARINE MEDI UM
HIL ICOPTER SQUADRON 184 OPERATING FROM THE AMPHIZIOUS ASSAULT SHIP
USS CKINAWA, LIFTED A ATTALION OF SONTH VIETNAMESE MARINES INTO
TJ0 LANDING ZONES 3EHIND ENEMY LINES SOME SEVEN MILES NOTH AND EaST
" QUANG TRI CITY,

C, THE LANDING ZONES 4AD 3EEN HEAVILY PREPARED B5Y 352 STRIKES,
GUYF IRE FROM SEVENTH FLZET CRUISERS ANl DESTROYERS, AND 3Y TA"TICA:.
AIR STRIKES., FOLLOWING CLOSELY FHIND THE HEAVY PREPARATORY FIRES,
THE FIRST WAVZS OF C-~45 4NJ 53 HEL OS TOUCHED DOWN AND “I'*C-iAR(Ef‘
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESZ LEATHERNECKS A30UT 2932 LOCAL TI’! e HELI3WNE
VAVES OF MARINES LANDED IN A SECOND ZONE AT 1383 LOCAL TIME AN
MOVED OUr QUICKLY TO ENGAGE THE ENEMY IN THE AREE, -

D, THE OFERATION, SONG THANH (TIDAL WAVE)> 94, KS THE THIRD CM-
BINED HEL O ASSAULLT CONDUCTED IN THE CRREENT LA&HSON 72 COUNTER-
(FFENSIVE LAUNCHED TO DRIVE THE ENEMY FROY TERRITCRIES CAPTURED 1IN
THE 1A SSIVE' INVASICON (F SOUTH VIETNAN SOME FOUR MONTHS AG0,

INITIAL REACTION WAS LIGHT AWD THE UoS. LEATHERNECK HEL 0S ENCOUNT =

[l
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"PAGE THREE RUHBOEGA72 Q'213('1DE‘\EF’IDE?\“T Iail ‘
ERED LITTLE RESIESAVUCE PRI TO RETRNING TO THE SUPPIRTING ﬂfn Hioe
IoUs S{IPS SAILIN¢ ZLOSE OFF THe COAST OF s0UTH UIET\IA"Ts

E¢ oAPT E.Co MAUPIN, COMMANDER AMPHISZIOUS READY &ROUZ gLFA aMD
Ca. D.%, NEWTON, Lh\WIA’\JuIN"“ OFF ICER 31ST MARTIMNE axPHIBLOUS WNIT,
DIRECTED AND COCRDINATED THE OPERATICNS OF U. 8. NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS NITS IMVOLYED IN THE CPERATION FROM THE FLAGSHIP USS OKINaWa,
LTCOL K.C., HERTZERG, CMANDED I‘{E OPERATIONS OF MARINE 4EL ICOFYER
SQW\D’RI‘N 164,

Fo “HE OFERATI(N ¥AS EVALUATED AS THE OVE OF TKE SMOOTHEST OF
TYE F T E JOINT OPZisATIONS CONDUCTEDR BY SE VLH“{ FLEZT aMPHI3I0US
FORCE WNITS 3Y THi PILOTS AND CREWNEN OF WM 154, MANY OF WHQY ARE
VETER/ ! S OF OVE O3 MO3E OF THI PREVIOUS ?"XSSIO.\}S@ SAID MA R :
DONAL Y C. 3RODIE, FAl INDIANAPOLIZ, INDIANA, OPERATIONS ,
GFFICIy OF HMM 164, W40 HaS PILOTED A CH-46 HELO IN EACH OF THE PUE -
CMBLID HELO ASS ILTE, AND WHO ¥aS 4 FLIGHT LEADER IN TODaAY L‘:v
OPERAT, OM, QUOTE...THE REAL KEY TO THE SUCCEIZE OF THE OPERATION
WAS TrP TIMING AND ZFFECTIVENESS OF THE SUPPCRTING ARMS FIRE 3¢ THL
852 %. VUNMC ART (LLERY, CUNFIRE SHIPS AND THE U,S. ARMY CO3RA TEANS,
Wi0 WEFE REALLY OM M&R &To, AFTER FIVE OPERATIONS, I HAVE A SPECIAL
RESPE(1 FOR THOSE ARMED CORAS WHO PROCEED US IN TO CLEAR THE WaY...

PACGE FCIR RUMGOGAZ DQCO'\IFIDENTIAL
UNQUOTE,
2, (C) [HE FOLL OV:iIG AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS, ALL UNITS OF THE SEVENTH FLEET
AMPHILIOUS FORCES IDER THE COMNMAND OF RADE WYCLIFFE Do TOWE, R.,
PARTICISATED IN TFID OPERATION:

USe X Wawe (LFH=3)

USs SQINT DEFIANCE (LED=3 D)

Uss JENVER (LPL«9} »

Uss 3T LOUIS (1HA<116)

Uss AN ITOWOC (1‘75. - 1132}

USS ESTCHYESTER OLINTY (LST-3ish
MARINE ~"ORCES PART (CIPATING ARE UNI'S OF THE NINTH MARINE AMPHT BIOUA
MIAD. CAANDED BY BGEN E,d. MILLER,; USMC.
So {1 T HMIS CONSTISULLS INITIAL RELEASE OF AMPHIZICUS FGRCE PARTIC: -
PATIN N SONG THadH G, :
&= 7€
2r
VN c”p oy

.~ ,;/jl}’

.’W /u”

@ : ENCLOSURE (T

@r”
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S e et

e

.\

- HEEEE
P 22140 T JIL T2
s FM CTE SEVEN MINI 2T QiZ
© TO RUHCGOMA/CTS SIVEN NINE PT FOMWR
INFO RUHGOAA/SON SEVENTHFLT
RUMRADA/CTF SEVEY NIN
gy
W, EF T Q FOUO ,
OPERATION SONG THAN SA- %2 (W
1 CANGRATULATIONS ON THE “‘E\UL TESS EXECUTION OF YOIR ASSAULY HRELO
LANDING TODAY. [T IS YET aANOTH:R tj‘iﬁ\ FLE OF THE FIME OPERATYCVAL PER=
U ORMANCE WE YAVE COME TO TaKE uS COMMONPLAGE FrR THE 3i6T ®MAal. AND

HMiE -~ 164,

aF {
u-

1 /, g

g ‘&{/y

l

NRNN

e
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The
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6
YO P . D

Crtac Agapeae
/;'—ll‘ M v(-l(dl.)‘v

)P 2331827 JUL 70

eil CTG SEVEN NINE PT 7OUR -

L6 CHFLTCOORDGR)
INFO COISEVENTHFLT
CTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN *\iﬂ‘h’,

CTE SEVENI NINE PI ONE

B ' -
CONPFIDENTTIAL Z/NSTWS

APPENDIX D

Has “‘g;“/ ”

S"mw

NEWS RELEASE, OPERATION SONG THANH SA~ 72

Ao COISEVINTHFLT 22232%

THE UsRINE UHO??}Z RS,

ENENY F IRE

JU 72 (5D ‘
I, (C> HEL ICOPTERS FRU1 MARINE MEDIUM MEL ICOPTER SQUADRON
PARTICIPATED IN OPERATZION SONG THANH Sa=
& REINFOROCED BATTALION OF VIETNAMESE MARINES SOME 7 MILES
NORTY OF JJANG TRI CIT¥, RUN, TO CLOSE WITH ENEMY UNITS
WILY EilSLACED IN THAT ARF‘As ‘

PA(:';‘ZWO"OF\IF'IL,fNTI!-\L

’-'i‘? CHS3S. 1ND C4=46S LIFTED OFF THE DECK F(R PRE=~
BPITIQV IV 2 EARLY IN FHE MORNING AND SHORTLY PAST

S AY

154

2 JWY 22, LI TTI\V‘"

RATING OFF THE USS OKINAWA OF "
THE SEVENTH FLEET IN HE CULF OF TONKIN CQMFLETED THE
OPERATI N >UCLESS)"ULL WITH ¥G CASUALTIES AND RECEIVED WO

: hn,,;..w INTO "HE PICK-UP 7ZCONE NINE MILES SOUTMEAST OF QUﬁx'\JC kRI

CITY TO QUL.GAD THE V IRTNAMESE TR OOPE,
‘ CTEVERYTHING WEN}. 6S FLANNED", STATED ISTLT JAMES &, SIMS -
FROI MEMPHIS, TENN., p . CHo53 COMMANDER. "ZVERYONE TOOK FOR. -

RANTED THAT THIS WO D %

A SUCCEESSFU. OPERATION,”

AS EAaCH WAVE OF AXRCRAFT MOVED QUT OF THE PICK~UP ZO?*T‘

WY FLEW 3CK OUT QUER THE COAST AND,
COAST LINKG, PREPOSITIHED FOR ASSAILT WAVES,

(NCE OVER WATER OFF f“"

YIN UHIS TYPE OF OPERATION™, 5AID PILOT, iSILT W*LLH"\I

Fo ZRAEGE OF SHE30YC i, YISCONSIN,

“PREFOSITIONING AMND TIMING

ARE THE ESSENCE OF A $UCCESSFLL O"‘"RHTIO% YOU*RE PIC”'!TE\W‘
% N ST Tsﬂ CLOCK FRG: ZEGINNING TO END.”
HAV Il 3 REACKED A DESIONATED POSITION QFF-SHORE, THE' P‘IhST

VAYE F CH)PPERS AGAl{\‘ HYZADED SHOREDWARD AND,
THE BL,ACHW WERE 2UZZING THE
~ CLIPPING TREET OF”S AT ¥5 A\]D 15 FEET OFF THE DECK.
HINUTES, T"E WERE INT O THE LAMDING ZONE.

G OND AT WELL

IN

UPON - C‘?(WC'SH"‘
QWER 123 KHQTS,

CORP")I:‘;'»\L WILLIAY Jo DAVIS OF P""\?C'A"CLA, FF.AQ, WA S CREN :
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PONF YULINTTAL . S
STy FOR TYE UHIE (METY COMMAND HELICCPTER WHICH HOVERED
CJERHEAD, CARRYING THE SGUADRCN COMMANDER, LTCC EDWARD C.
YERTRERG, A U.S. MARINE ADVISOR AND THE SEMICR VIETNAMESE
MARINE COMMANDER, THIS TEAM COORDINATED CLOSE AIR SUPPIRT
AND DIRECTED THE FLY= IS, ®THIRTY MINUTES HEFORE THE LANDING,
AIR FORCE 3-525 PO'RED THEIR RBOM3 LCADS IM AND AROUND THE
LANDING Z@N5S, LEVELING EVERYTHING IN THEIR WAY," SAID CPL.
DAY ISe. "FRO4 OUR POSIT.ON, WE COULD O3SERVE THE NAVAL

GUNFIRE PINPOINT ING ENTMY EMPLACEMENTS INLAND, FOLL GWED
_CLOSELY BY CLOSE AIR SJPPRT JETS, SATURATING SURROQUNDING
TREEL TNES AND REMAININCG ENEMY POSITIONS.”

. ENTRANCE INTQ THE ZONES WAS DISCUSSED LATER THAT

: AFTERVOON BY PILOYS AND CREWMEM3ERS AS STANDARD PROCEDIRE,
BJT TO THE .ONE UNIDENT IFIED VIETNAMESE SEEN STANDING ON .
“‘ SEACH, -THE BIG HWLK OF A CHe53 DM SING SAND DINES MUST
NWJE 3EEN A SPINE=CHILLING EXPERILNCE,

. CO9RA GUNSHIP HEL ICOPTERS FROM THE ARMY AJR CAVALRY .
JOMED THE FIGHT AT THE COASTLINE AND FLEVW AT THE NARINES
ROTOR ZLALE TIPS, AS # EACH PREVIOUS OPERATION, SPRAYING THE
SURROUNDING TREEL INES WITH SUPPRESSIVE CUNFIRE DRING FLIGHT

T gt canaymiioan
4 i THEEE

PAGE FOR C ONF I'DENT I AL \
AND WMILE THE MARINE TRANSPORTS WERL IV THE LZ o8, -

TOUCHL 04N FOR THE FIRST #ISCION WAS AT S:di AM IN AN
GPEN SANDY AREA INLAND, SPARSELY COVERED WITH FEACH RASS,
FLANKED Of THME RIGHT AJD FRONT 8Y TREELINES,

=1 LEARNED FROM THE ATRCRAFT COMMANDER THAT THE NOSE
WMEEL ON OLR CH-53 WAS NOT OFERATING AND I PASSED THE ¥ (RD
T0 THE VIFTNGXESE COMSANDER THAT WE D NEED TO T TYE TROOPS

T IN & MIRRY ZECAUSE OF THE PROE.EM,” RECALLED CREW CHIEF -

SO, TERRY M, WARNER OF CLAREMOVT, NINN. "THE CHe53
CARRIES 67 TROOPS, IN COAP4RISON WITH THE CH=48 WHICH
CARRIES 27, TME V IETNAUESE, WHO ARE ALWAYS EXTREMELY
COOPERATINE, WERE OFF THZI B3IRD IN 12 SECONDS, AS THE FILOT
JOCKEYED YL AIRCRAFT OF THE REARWHEELS, XEEPING THE NOSE
IN THE AIR, ™ | , |
' “1AND.NG WITHOUT THE NOSE WMEEL WASY°T SO D IN THE L7, -
BUT ON THE ROCKING DEGK OF THE CARRIER, IT WAS A 31T OF A
PROZLEM. ™ C:ONTINLED LT SIMS, "I RE-CYCLED THE GEAR TWICH, BUT
GOT NO RE3ILTS, AS I WNERED ON TWO WMEELS, MY CREW UM PED
OUT OF THE AIRCRAFT A¥) PRIED THE WYEEL AR L0DOSE AND SET
IT . I ASKED THE CREY GHIEF WOW HE FELT A30UT CRAWLING UNDER

_ENCLOSURE (%)
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Peogy FIVE C DN F I DE &Y 74 L . .

ﬁ‘ MERING, 3,204 POWND ATHCRAFY. “E SIAFLY REPLIED, THAT ©
WS¢ WE GET QUR FL IGHY 'f’fi: ¥ FOR, ISNT IT7?*" ‘
' THE FINAL “FEET WEY™ REPORT CAME AT 121384 OVER THE

FDI0 NET AS THE LASY WialCOPTEF? CROSSED THE -ZEACH AND HEADED
OUT TO THE CARRIER 1SS OKINauWa,

OPERATION SONG THANH SA= R, COMPLETED, WITH NC CAoUALT‘lES;’
BOES N 'RECCRD AS A FE&THER '
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47, 9&{-/CHFLTCOORDGRL S& RVYN//
RUJOMAZCMUSNACY SGY RVN//Z
aq
CONFIDENT I &1,
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AMPHIBIOUS TEAM KGAS QICE A IN ANMPLY DEMONSTRATED BY THE QUICK ACTION
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ALPPENDIX E

STATISICAL SUMMARY FOR 1-31 JULY 1972

AG 5 ThSKS SORTIES PAX CAHGO HQOURS

CH~46 185 LL9 1,555 21,0 24k 6
Gi-53 58 150 L.20 759 _95.4
UH-IE 3k 78 5 _= 48.5
oML _277 677 2,848 9.9 388.5
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