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11ARlNE I"lEDIUA HELICOPTER SQUADRON 165 
Irarine Aircraft Group 36 

1st I-Ic.rine Aircraft tJing, FHFPac 
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

Part I 

1. Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Maintenance Officer 
Logistic/Supply Officer 
NATOPS Officer 
Safety Officer 

2. IvJ:CAF KY HA, RVN 96602 
1-30 November 1966 

LtCol 1,j. w. 
IvJajor VI. C. 
Ivlajor vi. '1'. 
Hajor R. H. 
Hajor D. N. 
Major C. R. 
l'lfajor C. K. 
Capt J. L. 

3. Average Strength: OFF 50 ENL 191 

~.. Important Visitors: None 

Part II 

ELDRIDGE, 
BRADLEY 
READ 
LOCKlJ\TOOD 
ANDERSON 
PERRY 
lJ!,'I'iIS 
HUGHES 

JR. 

30:DAL:med 
5 November 1966 

Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 

a. During the month of November 1966, m~f!1-165 participated in three 
major operations. From INov to IlNov~ Hi.1'iN-165 supported 11AG-16 and 
Operation Prairie l'uth four aircraft. These aircraft were kept on alert 
at DONG HA for resupply and troop lift missions. During their stay at 
DONG Hi!., the four aircraft flew a total of 168.0 flight hours and 656 
sorties. They also carried 2147 passengers and 198.9 tons of cargo. The 
BUfFALO CITY aircraft expended one hundred fifty rounds of ammunition on 
this operation. 

On November 20, HlI.i}I-165 helped to kick off Operation RIO BLANCO. The 
squadron continued to support the operation throughout the duration. 
During the operation, BUFFALO CITY aircraft flew 454 sorties for a total 
of 136.5 flight hours and carried 2425 passengers/troop and lifted 31.1 
tons of cargo. 

Hi{r·.l~165 supported the 1st HARDIV units participating in Operation 
~rrSSISSIPPI. CH~46A aircraft of the squadron carried 53.4 tons cargo and 
102 passengers/troops while flying 37 Q l flight hours and 72 sorties. In= 
eluded in this was the lift of six 105 h01ritzers. 

Throughout the month, aircraft and crews from HJ.\,}'1-165 supported the 
Army in Operation SHINNING BRASS. Seventy-six sorties and 56.5 flight 
hours were flown while the aircraft carried 5.9 tons of cargo and 113 
passengers/troops. Details of the operation are of a higher classification 
than this report. 

The squ.adron £.\ircraft availabilit~7 for the first twenty days of the 
month averaged tl1enty aircraft per day. This 1,>TaS in spite of the lack 
~orQ~ r f1(j,WN t1RAD~D~i~ T 3·~. Y-E-AR-'N-n-R-VA-L-S'" 
J IJl'nlAS~IFfE:J) /I.FiER 17. Y£AR£ 
i arm ;W"1"lG()l~ 
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parts. Notable among these "VJas t~1e deterioration of the rotor blades. 
On 20Nov squadron aircraf·::, received contaminated fuel 1-1fhile refueling at 
QUANG NGAI. The contaminated fuel ruined the fuel controls of eleven en= 
gines c Due to the lack of fuel control units on hand the squadron had to 
go ACOP for the units. Following the contamination problem the squadrons 
average aircraft availability dropped to thirteen. Even to have this 
number of aircraft up v!c\S a tribute to the avility of the squadrons main= 
tenance department. Following are the messages which VIere sent regarding 
the fuel contamination problem: R2$1946Nov66, 2S070lZNov661 23l~~9ZNov66, 
and 02ll230ZNov66. All of these messages documented the problems with the 
fuel contamination. 

b. OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS. 

2 November 1966. The Sparrow Hawk airc:caft 1'rere launched for an emer­
gency zoetraction of a recon tee:m Q l'iajol" n. H. LC::;KEOOD led the flight 
which recovered the team from B3593555. KLONDIKE aircraft provided sup­
pressive fire for the BUFFALO CITY aircraft. 

6 November 1966. LtCol ELDRIDGE led a nL~jor strike mission involving 
t1--Ielv6 BUFFALO CITY aircraft and eight TARBUSH aircraft. The Hi'-m-165 air­
craft alone, carried 647 troops into two zones at BTl$2227 and BT176229. 
Numerous fixec ,-:Lng aircraft prepped the zone with a variety of ordnance& 

7 Novembe~ 1966 8 A combined strike mission ~~s flown involving six air~ 
craft from BUFFALO CITY and six aircraft from TARBU3H. LtCol H. H. 
ELDRIDGB led the flight during which the ID'Wi-165 aircraft inserted 105 
troops in one lift. The flightp 't1!hich '\"JC',s escorted by KLONDIKE and Ol(liJOOD 
aircraft, recieved light enemy fire from the zone o No hits were taken by 
any of the aircraft G 

Captg,in D. P. KLINGLER led tVrQ Hi..1H-165 aircraft on an emergency med~ 
evac mission in conjunction with one aircraft from ffi:jh-363 and Vl'10~6$ 
The BUFFALO CITY aircraft evacuated sixty-seven ARV1J troops ~dthin a 
minimum of time. 

Captain B. R. HASS~7 led six CH...J.,.6A 1 s which performed a troop extrac= 
tion in conjunction with six TARBUSH aircraft. The six BUFFALO CITY air= 
crc:.ft extracted ninety-four troops from B84$1757. 1"Jhile deperting the 
zone, enemy fire 'llJaS received by the flight which 10JaS immediately returned. 
One ail"CZ'aft 1-1ffl.S hit resulting in minor daJllage. 

$ November 1966. Seven CH-4.6A t s, led by LtC 01 '['I[. 1;,T. ELDRIDGE, were 
launched on a strike mission in support of the 1st VlARDIV. The seven 
aircraft inserted 177 Y~rines and 100 Ibso of cargo into two zones at 
BT355075 and BT37$057. Enernw fire was received from the landing zone, 
ho1tlever, no hits 1'rere received and the mission .. ras completed with no fur­
ther problems. 
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1,1aj or 1'[. C. Bl1ADIEY led a. foUl' plane strike in support of I Corps GOne 
hundred forty ARlIN troops and tt10 U.S. Hilitary vIere inserted into 
Bs600545. KLO~mlKE provided excellent suppressive fire when enemy fire 
"TaS received. Due to the excellent support, no hits were received by the 
BUFFALO CITY aircraft. 

9 November 1966. t1'ajor Ro H. LOCKJiJOOD led a flight of five CH-46A' s on 
a strike mission in support of the ROKMC. One hundred sixty~five troops 
and 2025 tons of cargo were moved from BS672$93 to BS54277$. While de­
parting the pickup zone, heavy ene:rr.y fire Nas received and two aircraft 
\vere hit. One crel'rrnan and two KHC were baA. Two hundred fifty rounds of 
ammunition were returned by the BUFFALO CITY aircraft. Follo\iing the 
evacuation of the wounded personnel, the aircraft returned and completed 
the missiono 

Hajor c. 1~. H/,JIS led an eight plane strike in 1'Jhich the BUFFALO CITY 
aircraft li.t·~otll 122 troops from KY HA to BS444$43 0 KLO~'DIKE aircraft es~ 
corted the flight and used fixed vdng aircra.ft to prep the zone. 

10 November 1966. Hajor D. N. ANDERSON led four BUFFALO CITY aircraft 
in conjunction l'!ith six aircraft from Hl,jH-265 and Hlvli:i-l61~ on C\,n ARIlN 
strike. One thousand five hundred ARVN troops wers moved from YD342510 
to YD311378. The LZ "Jas prepped by 1;,1arine air and ari:.illery. TvJO Army 
UH=lBts escorted the flight anti delivered suppressive fire during the 
approach to the 12. Of the 1500 troops~ the four I-IiL:-I:-165 aircraft lifted 
664. 

11 ~!ovem.ber 1966.. LtCo11:J. tI. ELDRIDGE led six HHH-165 aircraft on a 
priority strike mission. The six aircraft moved 156 troops from BT022632 
to BT022549. Enemy fire \vas received in both the pickup and landing zone. 

Four CH~46A's launched at 1730 on an emergency Sparrol'J Hawk mission. 
The flight 1lJaS escorted by t'\,vo KLONDIr.E aircraft. Inclement ,'[eather pro~ 
hibited the use of fixed tang aircraft. l1ajor T. P. LOUGHEED led the 
ill'Uf.-165 aircraft to GIA VUC (47 miles South'vest of CHU LAI) and then to 
the pickup zone at BS372570. Fifty ARVN troops and two U.S. Army person­
nel vJere extrD>cted from a position in \'Thich they 1'Jere surrounded by enemy 0 

The entire extraction v~s accomplished at night and under enemy fire. 
The KLONDIKE aircraft delivered excellent suppressive fire throughout the 
mission. The H-46's also returned the fire and miraculously uere not hit 
by the enemy. 

J.1i: Novem.ber 1966. Hajor lJ. T. READ.-led six BUFFALO CITY ~ircroft on a 
troop lift. Sixty-seven troops and one 106 Recoilless Rifle 't'Jere picked 
up at BS578990 and BS595576. The troops 1'lere inserted into two zones, 
Bs634965 and Bs6489L~3. The IZt s ''lere prepped by r!,arine air and artillery. 
KLOhmlKE aircraft delivered suppressive fire in both zones. 
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15 November 1966. Capt L. L. PAYTON led four Hl-1H-165 aircraft on a 

strike mission in support of the ROKMC. One hundred thirty-four KMC 
troops Here lifted from B8531891 and inserted into BS554776. Numerous 
fixed ,-ring aircraft provided escort although no enemy fire ,~as received. 

16 November 1966. Three BUFFALO CITY aircraft were launched on an emer­
gency troop insertion. I1ajor D. N. ANDERSON led the flight 1rrhich inserted 
32 troops at BT307l21. KLOl\lDIKE and fixed wing escorted the flight. The 
lc:.nding zone couJ.d not be prepped due to inclement , .. eather. Enemy fire 
Nas received in the landing zone o HoweverJ> no hits were received and the 
mission Has accomplished without further incident. 

Ea jor ~.:. T. READ led a flight of bro CH-46A t S on a recon insertion and 
retraction mission. Bad "Ieather prohibited the insertion of the recon 
teams. However, the retraction of two teams ~~s accomplished in extremely 
bad ",reather. l;:hile lifting from one of the pickup zones, enemy fire was 
received and one aircraft vIas hit. :Uamage to the aircre.ft was minor and 
no one 'lIaS lffounded. 

17 November 1966. J-'Iajor D. N. Ai'JPERSON led eight aircraft on an emer­
gency troop insertion in support of the ROKHCo Three hundred twen~y-five 
KliC troops 'lrlere lifted from BS515805 and inserted into BS556774. The 
mission was accomplished in inclement weather and under enemy fire. Hhile 
departing the pickup zone, bro BUFFALO CITY aircraft received hits, 
howeverJ> damage was minor. 

18 November 1966. Three: BUFFALO CITY aircraft led by Hajor C. R. PERRY, 
proceeded to :l>Iarble Mountain for c:. routine resupply mission. Inclement 
,-feather hampered the flight throughout the mission. Enemy fire vJas 
received from three different areas: AT995266, AT840467 and BT 415205. 
No hits were recorded and no fire 1'lO.S returned. 

19 I~ovember 1966. IIajor T. P. LOUGHEED led four aircraft on a priority 
troop retraction. The four aircraft lifted 219 troops fram BT699975. 
Three trips were made to BT287134, each time the aircraft received moderate 
to heavy small arms fire. One aircraft \\IO,S hit, it received minor damage 
end the Creu Chief "JaS slightly 1;JQunded. Although the flight was under 
heavy enemy fire, the mission was completed by the BUFFALO CITY aircraft. 

20 November 1966. LtCol lfI. 1:T. ELDRIDGE led fifteen BUFFALO CITY air-­
craft, ten from TARBUSH and six from i4ILLPOINT on an ARVN strike to kick 
off Operation RIO BLANCO. The Hmm-165 aircraft carried 982 pa,ssengers/ 
troops into the landing zones located at B84966$9 and B3470710. 
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The first zone loraS extremely pOOL" and o.ifficult to land in. l!!hile land­
ing in the zone, the flight received enemy fire. One CH-46A was hit and 
received minor damage. Another CH-46A crashed into the side of the zone. 
The creN members 1'>Jere extracted although the co-pilot, Lt J. H. FULTOli!, 
was trapped in the aircraft for three ho~os. H3 ~ms freed through the 
super-human efforts of a team of HiiiE~165, VJAC~36 and FLSG BRAVO personnel 
~mo accomplished the task under continous sniper fire. 

Eleven CH=46A' sand 16 H-34 \ s led by LtCol VI. VI. ELDRIDGE, conducted a 
strike in support of RIO BLANCO. The BUFFALO CITY aircraft carried 421 
U.S. Marines from 1/7 into BS424745.. Enenv fire was received in the vici­
nity of the landing zone resulting in one H-46 boing hit. Fixed tflI1..g 
aircre,ft prepped the zone and the flight "ras escorted by KLONDIKE. The 
KLO~mIKE aircraft provided suppressive fire during the landings. 

21 November 1966. fiIajor 1'J. C. BRADLhi led hID HH['1~165 aircraft and two 
from Hl',jJl~265 on a troop lift in support of RIO BLANCO. One hundred fifty 
four jYfarines were lifted from Bill~25752 and in.serted at BS425795. Enemy 
fire 1rJaS received in the landing z·one and it ,·ros irrunediately returned by 
the transpo~G helicopter gunners. 

l·1&jor C. R. PERRY led a section of aircraft on a Sparrovr H;;;"rk launch 
departing KY HA c::.t sunset. The assigned mission was the emergency extrac­
tion of a lIarine recon team surrounded by Viet Gong approx:im&tely 20 
miles l'!es-!:' of GHU IAI. Tt'JO KLO!\TDIKE gunships and the Ic:fAG-36 C-117 flare= 
ship uere also launched. The team was located shortly after dark at 
BT152066. l~jor PERRY made approaches on three different occassions at­
tempting to pick up the tearn~ but each time Nas Wlsuccessful because 
there was no suitable place to land or make a hover pickup. On each 
approach the H-46 took and returned moderate fire. Throughout the mis­
sion the KLOl\mlKE gu.'1ships delivered 1dthering fire against the enemy. 
1'lhile ~{aiting for the recon team to move to a more suitable pickup site~ 
the aircraft vlere forced to move into a neighboring valley by deteriorating 
1:Jeathero Hhile orbiting they began to run short on fuel. Consequently a 
call vms put out to launch another section of H=46 1 s and UH-lEts to 
relieve those on station. IvIa.jor VI. T. READ led the tvm BUFFALO CITY air= 
craft laQnched from stand-by at KY HA. Thay proceeded to the area and 
relieved Hajor PERRY t s flight. \Thile enroute and orbiting in a valley 
under the overcast, the H-46 1 s received both automatic weapons and sniper 
fire. Each time the fire was returned by the BUFFALO CITY gunners. The 
recon team moved to B. stream bed in a ravine large enough to &ccomodate 
one GH=46A. Tj,Tith a slight improvement in the ",eather and the outstanding 
teanmork betvJeen the 00-1131 s and the flare ship, the team 1'JaS J.ocat.ed. 
HC1jor READ was called in to make the pickUp. Under the flare ship 1 slight 
and ,,!ith directions from the KLONDIKERS, he made the pickup on his first 
attempt. Hhile enroute to LZ QUAIL "dth the recon team the flight received 
.50 caliber automatic weapons fire near BT255l25. No hits were received 
and the fire "Tas returned. 
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22 November 1966. Nine CH.-46A I S led by I·Iajor t:. T. READ launched on a 
troop lift. They proceeded to HD.l 69 where 172 troops 1..rere emb8rked. 
The iiarines l..rere inserted iDto BS699975. Enemy fire Has received from 
the vicinity of the landing zone. One H-46 l-.'C'.S hit e.lthought the damage 
"rC·R n'l:i."'or" Follm1ing the strike, bro aircraft led by Captain L. L. PAYTON 
lD.ed=o17J,cod 2l Vietnamese! civilians to 1\Y HA.. Later in the afternoon j the 
172 troops Here returned to Hill 49. 

23 November 1966. Haj or C. R. PERRY led a flight of ten CH-L~6A I S on 11 

strike mission in support of Operation RIO BLANCO. The flight proceeded 
to BS1~54778 and picked up 25.3 lVIe..rines e The le.nding zone, loce,ted at 
BS415765, l·ras prepped by fixed 1tJing aircraft a,nd KLONDIKE. Enemy fire 
was received from BS44.376.3 but no hits were received. 

Eight aircraft 1t!ere launched from lIT HA to insert 132 troops into 
BS415765. JYIajor W. C. BRADLEY led the flight into the Z'one after it had 
been prepped by artillery and fixed wing aircraft. No enemy fire 1\faS 

received $ 

24 November 1966. A U.S. Army Sky Crane retrieved a downed CH-46A from 
BS496690 and returned it to ICY HA. Following the extraction, LtCol vI. 1,\1. 
ELDRIDGE led six CH-46A

'
s into the zone to retract the maintenance cre~ 

and the Harines 1tJho 1tJere guarding the aircr"ft. 

25 November 1966. 11ajor vJ. C. BRADLEY led six BUFFALO CITY aircraft on 
an ARVN strike in support of Operation RIO BLANCO. One hundred thirty­
five troops "Jere lifted from QUANG NGAI to BS517774. The flight was ham~ 
pered by inclement weather. Sniper fire was received from BS545755 and 
"ras returned immediately by the BUFF ALe CITY aircraft. Fol1011ing the 
strike ttJO aircraft med-evaced t"1To U,,$. KIA and seven U.S. vITA to KY HA. 

29 November 1966. Ten CH-46A's led by lVIajor vI. C. BRADLEY launched on 
a troop ~d logistics lift in support of Operation MISSISSIPPI. Included 
in the mission was the lift of a 105 Battery from ICY !fA to QUE SON • 

.30 November 1966. l·Iajor D. N. ANDERSON led three aircraft on a cargo 
lift in support of Operation MISSISSIPPI. Two 105 Howitzers were moved 
from KY HA to BT044.34.3. Enroute the flight received fire from BT1.35285. 
No hits were recorded on the aircraft. 

Part III 

1. Personnel. During the reporting, six aviators "!frere TAD to m1H=.361. 
Also aviators t1Tere supplied to VMD-6 on a day to day basis when they could 
be spared. 11'JO aviators, Lt John FULTON and Lt H. H. WALKER ,,-,ere trans­
ferred to Camp Butler because of injuries received during the month. 
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1"':-,:;.",,: :jl,n',;'-(:l1Y,~, 5 December 1966 --. 2. Casualties. During the monto of November, six officers and men from 
HliiH-165 1-Jere wounded o LstLt 1t[ALKE..Tl NaS hit in the leg while flying with 
m·10=6. Captain CHAPPLE and Lt J. iYi. PAGE~ USN (liC), "Jere hit on a med= 
evac mission flying vlith rmn-361 o IstLt J. H. FULTON, IstLt P., .. Mo ~JICK~ 
LCp1 GRAUL and Cpl DICK t-rere injured in the crash of their aircraft on 
20 November. Cpl TESDAHL and Cpl jVIASNACK were wounded cre1-Jing HI'4i:1=165 
aircraft. 

30 Awards. During the reporting period HMM-165 awarded 116 Air Ivledals 
to the aviators and crewmen of the squadron. The following six personnel 
received the Purple Heart. 

Lt J. 11. PAGE 10Nov66 
Ist1t 111. Ho lJALKER 3Nov66 
Ist1t J 0 K. FULTON 20 Nov66 

Capt B. CHAPPLE III 10Nov66 
Cpl J. E. I~SNACK llNov66 
Cpl1. J. TESDf.~L 9Nov66 

4. Civic Action. Throughout the month of November ~~-165 supported the 
Civic Action program by transporting I-1EDCAP teams to CU L.4.0 RE Island. 
Doctor J. M. PAGE, the squadron Flight Surgeon, had devoted his time to 
take charge of the HEDCAP teams. 

a. Sguadron Totals 

Flight Hours 106106 
Sorties 2(377 
r1is sion (complete) 156 
Cargo (tons) 590.2 
passengers/Troops 11322 

b. Q.Eerations 

Sorties Flight Time Cargo passengers/Troops 

MISSISSIPPI 
72 37*1 53 .. 4 102 

RIO BLANCO 
454 136.5 31.1 2425 

PRAIRIE 
659 168.0 198.9 2147 

SHINING BRASS 
76 56.5 5 .. 9 113 
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