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i'~RIj\]r; l"BDIUH HEIJCOPl':6R SQUADRON 165 

Harine Aircraft Group .36 
1st l1arine Aircraft 1~ing, FI·lFPac 

FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

part I 

1. C ol11.'l1and:Lng Officer 
ExecuUve Officer 

Operations Officer 

Administrative Officer 
Maintenance Officer 
Logistics/Supply Officer 
N.'.TOPS Officer 
~5.afety Officer 

2. HCAP ICY HA, RVN 96602 
1-28 February 1967 

LtCo1 1-'. 1'. ELDRIDGE, 
lvIajor 1·.:. T. l:li!:A.D 
I-iJajor D. C. HEIE 
r-T.ajor T. P. LOUGHEl!.1) 
fJAjor 1:. T. READ 
Iiajor R. H. LCCK\iOOD 
:rvrajor D. N. ANDERSON 
Ilta-jor C. R. PERRY 
Major C. E. LNilIS 
Captain B. R. HASSEY 

.3. Average Strength: OFF 51 ENL 207 
u:. 

L~. Important Visitors: NONE 

JR. 

.30: DAL:rps 
5 l-Iarch 1967 

Total Period 
1-18Feb67 
19-28Feb67 
1-18Feb67 
19-28Feb67 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 

a. During the month of February BUFF;i.LO CITY supported tl'ro major oper­
atiGns. The BUFFALO CITY Flight Leaders distinguished thems.elves time after 
time ~'Thile leading the major strike missions in support of those operations. 

The squadron maintenance personi1el ;Torked long and hard hours day and 
night to keep a consistent availability of seventeen aircraft a day. 1:hen­
ever the going became tough, they buckled do,,"m harder and a110Jays came up 
'\ruth the aircraft needed for the days operations. Their self sacrificing 
manner and dilegence to duty enabled the squadron to fly 1675.8 hours 
during this period. Since arriving in the 1st 1~/;.1;~, 1£"lN-165 has accumulated 
6092.8 flight hours. 

In support of Operation DESOTO, in the DUe PHO area, BUFFALO CITY log­
ged 661. 9 flight hours, lifted 102.3.1 tons of carGo and 2.355 troops, and 
flew a total of 204.1 sorties in support of this operation. Numerous 
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strikes lIfere flown in support of this operation and BUFF1-1.LO CITY provided 
the vanguard for these missions. Even though hampered by inclement wea­
ther, the squadron continued to support the main units engaged in this 
operation against the insurgent Viet Cong forces. 

In support of Operation RIO GRAND}:;;, Hl-id-165 flew numerous strike mis­
sions. The squadron logged 62.0 flight hours 1 .. role lifting 14.7 tons of 
cargo and 1356 troops in 207 sorties in support of this operation. 

ffi·frl-165 also supported Operation PlJEBLO with mass troop insertions 0 

Squadron ai:rcraft carried L~67 troops while flying 59 sorties for a total 
of 36.2 flight hours. 

b. OPMU\.TIONJ-l.L IIIGHLIGH'l'S 

1 February 1967. i.iajor T. P. LOUGHlillD led a flight of six CI-I-46A ' s 
and two Ul-I-1E aircraft from KY HA on a strilie russion in support of the 
first Battalion 5th Harines. The troops ·h'ere picked up from hill 54 and 
then the flight proceeded to the objective area at BT3111110 "lfJhile orbit­
ing the objective, i:iajor LOUGH.E:BD determined that the mountain top landing 
zone 11TOuld accomadate only one aircraft at a time, c..nd therefore starled 
his approach to the landing zone ".·rhile the remain(1.sr of his flight orbited 
the objective. ~·;hen on final approach Eajor LOUGHEED's aircraft came under 
intense automatic Heapons fire and the UB-IE aircraft attempted to suppress 
the fire, 1vhile lJ.iajor LOUGB.G.LD lrTaS maneuvering his aircraft over the land­
ing zone attempting to locate a level place to set dO"lim. After a feu at­
tempts t'iajor LOUGHEl!;D was able to set his aircraft down and began disem­
barking the troops from the aircraft. Suddenly there was three large 
grenade explosions in the landing zone and the automatic weapons fi~e in­
c:reased in intensity. liajor LOUGfD-I;EDt s aircraft received appro:xim.ately 
one hund:red and thirty hits from the explosions and enemy fire. 'l'1,fO of 
the r:arines aboard l-Iajor 1,0UGHbEDI s c:.ircraft Here se:riously Hounded so he 
immediately took off and informed his alternate flight leader, i.lajor C. H. 
?~nRY, to continue the lift and put as many troops in the zone as possible. 
l'i.ajor LOUGHEJ;;D retu:rned his damaged aircraft to base and dropped the wound­
ed lIarines at the first medical Battalion at KY HA. ':ith the five remain­
ing ai:rcraft, Lajor Pili1I1Y continued the insertion of liarines uhile con­
stantly under intense enemy automatic weapons fire and also hampered by 
rapidly deteri~ing 1'!eather. The lift lrJ"aS delayed thirty minutes at one 
time due to the mountain top landing zone being completely obscured by 
clouds. Once the ,veather permitted the continuation of the lift, the last 
of the 208 Harines 1'Jere brought into the landing zone arid i-iajor PERRY led 
the flight back to KY HA. 
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1 February 1967. LtCol ',-;. l:. 2LDRIDGE led a flight of two aircraft 
on a resupply mission in support of Operation DbSOTO. After making his 
third trip in the objective area at BS872332, LtCol ELD1UDGE heard another 
flight of his squadron aircraft reporting into tne controlling agency in 
the area. They reported that they were on an emergency recon retraction 
but due to the intensity of enemy fire were unable to pull the recon team 
out, and they had only enough fuel remaining to make it back to their re­
fueling point thirty miles away. LtCol ELDRIDGE immediately offered 
assistance and l'las directed by the controlling agency to contact the t1rIO 

UH-ll!: aircraft controlling the retraction. LtCo1 £.J:.n:aIDGE immediately 
v,Tent to BS872332 and dropped the cargo he already had aboard his aircraft 
and then proceeded to the objective area. Once contact VIaS made, the UH-IE 
aircraft advised LtCol BLDRIDGE that the recon team, CLUBC.'l.R, was pinned 
down by heavy enemy fire and were in danger of being overrun in a very 
short time. ClliBCtlRI S position was BS726375 and due to the size of the 
team and landing zone, LtC 01 EIDlUDGE elected to make the pickup lIQ th only 
his aircraft. Under cover of an air strike and the suppressive fire from 
the UH-1E aircraft, LtCol ELDRIDGE uas able to land in the landing zone to 
pick up the recon team. ~rhile in the landing zone his aircraft was con­
stantly under fire from enemy positions and he had to remain in the land­
ing zone over two minutes in order to get the whole team aboard the air­
craft. Once the team vIaS aboard LtCol ElDRIDGE took off and while climbing 
out v~S receiving enemy fire from 360 degrees around his aircraft. Once 
safely at altitude, LtCol ELDHIDGE returned to the CHU LAI area and dropped 
off the recon team at landing zone QUAIL. LtCol EJ~RIDGEls quick reaction 
in this emergency situation and the subsequent professional pickup of 
CLUBCAR possibly saved the lives of all the recon team members. 

3 February 1967. Hajor C. R. P:GRi=tY led a flight of six aircraft from 
KY HA on an energency retraction of eighty seven ARVN troops and seven 
U. S. Army advisers from BS465862. Once in the objective area and radio 
contact lIras made through U. S. Advisors attached to the unit, it was 
learned that t:1ey had been hit heavily by enemy troops and 1"Tere surrounded 
in a rice paddy. They requested that only one aircraft come in at a time 
so that they would be able to maintain a perimeter defense around the LZ 
during the retraction. THO UH-lli aircraft provided suppressive fire while 
the retraction 1",as taking place and tvJ"O O-IC spotter aircraft called A.ir 
strikes in on the enemy positions. The U. ~. Advisers 1-Jere the last 
troops to leave the landing zone. Once the last aircraft had joined up 
with the flight, hajor PhRRY led the aircraft to BS342879 and the ARV1~ and 
U. S. troops Here dropped at-their home base, TRABONG. The senior advisor 
commended the flight on their quick reaction to the emergency and their 
professional handling of the situation. The aircraft returned to KY HA 
lIuthout further incident. 
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l~ February 1967. r·:ajor D. H. lllIDERSON led a night of two aircraft 
from KY HA on an eoergency night med-evac of a critically wounded Korean 
ll:arine at BS660824. Once arriving in the area, Ilajor ANDERSON was unable 
to make radio contact 1<!ith the Korean unit. He finally made contact .. dth 
the U. S. advisor in the Korean COIl17:and Post and vlaS advised that there 
1<!ere no English speaking personnel attached to the ,,"rounded Korean's unit. 
By relaying 1'rith the advisor to his counterpart and then to the Korean 
unit, it '!tras learned that the unit vIaS under attack by the enenw and they 
i'!ere requesting utI-1E gunships and artillery to repulse the attack. Lhile 
artillery was being called in on the enemy positions, Hajor ANDI:RS,JN con­
tacted the local controlling agency and requested two UH-1E gunships and 
a flareship on station imnediately. The Ul!-lE's and flareship arrived in 
approximately b'Tenty liunutes and the artillery 'f-TaS called off. l~ith the 
flareship lightins up the area and the UH-ll.;' s suppressing the enemy fire 
jY1.8.jor ANDERSON cOfolpleted the pickUp of the wounded Korean lIarine and re­
turned to the 1st Hedical Battalion at KY RA. 

5 February 1967. r~ajor R. H. LOCKF':J8D led a flight of hiO CH-46AI s 
and t1"IO UE-li"; [;unships on an emergency retraction of CUl'JI~INGI{JdI) a i-.i:arine 
recon team, at BSle52930. Upon arriving in the area !.,ajor LOCK'.IOOD learned 
that the only suitable landing zone close to the recon team vras right be­
s~de the enemy position. The recon tean had already hud one ma.n "lOunded 
and Here under constu.nt enelllY fire fror.1 the enemy position. r1'he recon 
tea.m vIas advised to try to make it dOi"ln the other side of the mountain to 
a little vallo;)' ",bout one hundred meters from their position. This l·~as 
the only othe1· suitable landing zone in thE: area and would provide natural 
cover from the enemy positions during the retraction. The wounded man's 
injuries "jere such that he lc,J'Quld be unable to make the trip to the bottOIIl 
of the mountain due to the intense pain caused by his lfOUl1ds and the recon 
team leader requested a hoist pickup of the 1oJ'ounded man from the side of 
the mountain. Captain D. P. KI.n~GJ.JJ:<;R, :lajor LCCKFC8DI s "Jingrnan, landed at 
a friendly outpost and set up his aircraft for a hoist vrhile the UH-1E 
aircraft strafed the enemy positions and called air strikes on the enemy. 
Once the recon teE:.Ll VTaS ready for the pickup, Captain ICLINGLG~:. lJ'ent in and 
hovered on the side of the mountain while the wounded man vTaS being hoisted 
aboard his aircraft. The UH-ill gunships continued running air strikes 
Ni thin seventy meters of Captain KLIllULUi t S aircraft lIhile he Has making 
the hoist pickup and the air strikes successfully suppressed the enemy 
fire. Once Captain KLHJGLZR '!tJas safely out of the landing zone the recon 
teal.1 continued their descent clOlm the mounta:tn to the landing zo ne in the 
valley. Approxil:J.ately twenty minutes later the recon team notified IIajor 
LOCKl!CJD thc..t they Nere in the landing zone and ready to be picked up. 
Under cover of the continuj.ng air strikes and the suppressive fire from 
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the UH-IE gunships, liajor LCCKl·.~OJj) successfully retracted the remair,der of the 
recon team and the flight proceeded to 1st l'Iedical Bn. at KY lli-~ to drop off 
the l,1TQunded j:.:arine, and then to landing zone llUJ1IL to drop off the recon team. 

5 February 1967. Cclpte.in B. :l. f.'J.A;,)SL.;Y led a flight of tuo ai:ccrc'.ft on a 
recon insertinn of t~ofO I-Larine recon teams, HONG KOKG ana. Bl;DPObT, into BS 410 
774. Once the recon teaTIs had been inserted into the landing zone, Captain 
l·Jl.C;S;:;Y requested a situation report from HONG KONG and BEDFOOT before depart­
ing the area i,lith his flight. The recon teams imnediately advised Captain 
l-!ASS'':;Y that they Here under heavy fire from enemy positions and requested an 
immediate eL.1eri5ency retraction. Captain 1'.i.A,sS3Y1 s escort, two m~'iDLOCt~ UH-IZ 
gunships, rolled in on the enemy positions furnishing suppressive fire "Jhile 
Captain }.iA"JGI~Y attempted a pickup of HONG KOm. His "rill[;l1an, 2ndLt ~1. ~=. 
DAJ.Bl..;Y 9 orbited overhead a11aiting his turn into the smcH single plane zone 
to bring out B2.,;:JPO::';'l'. Intense ene"lY fire forced Captain EA,'.;:JGY to l.rave-off 
his first approach into the zone but he still 1'!anted another try at it and 
started in atiain. DJ~AD1CCX: called Captain J.·J,..·S3:CY and requested a cha.nce to 
"fork over th8 enemy first uith the m:1:00D aircraft he had overhead, so captain 
Ijj~88j:.,'Y joined his uing:nan orbiting the zone. D;.:;H.DLCCK and the O:atOoD flight 
hammered the enemy positions ,"lith 1idthering fire and heavy ordnance until HONG 
I\();\lG said the fire had subsided, enough for a pickup attempt. Another fl5..eht 
of OX~roOD aircraft from Vl·iA-121 checked in "rith ·m.:.rl.DLOCK and he requested that 
they orbit so they "/QuId he in a position to roll in on target if trouble 
developed in the pickup zone. Captain l~SS~Y started his approach while the 
bro )J:~.AD1OCK aircraft strafed continuously on both sia.es of the lanciing zone. 
Once in his approach the enemy fire increased in intensity and 1tThile in the 
landing zone, Captain i.·ffi.SS.tt.;Y1s aircraft l-raS hit by enemy fire. Only five 
members of HONG Km!G team iJOre able to make it aboard the aircraft before the 
intensity of fire forced Captain j:·jASS.G.;-Y to leave the landing zone. There Nere 
nineteen lciarines left on the hilltop and Lt DJl.lJ3BY started in and told Captain 
£!jAGS:~ he Hould try to get all of them out at once. DO\.l.)l!..CK called in Vi'IA-
1211 s A4\ s and the OXl~COlJ flight began laying napalm on the enemy positions. 
Lt DAIBEY landed in the zone but the fire 1rTaS so intense that the remaining 
nineteen IJiarines were fighting their Nay back to the aircraft and Lt DALESY 
had to remain in the landing zone until they vTere all aboard. The Om·JOOD 
flight from Vl"lA-121 began to lay their napalm on the advancing enemy luthin 
75 meters of Lt DAJBEYts aircrait and successfully suppressed the fire enough 
for J"t D1I.IR;.:;Y to complete the pickup and climb out of the landing zone. The 
DMVLOCK and OXVCOD flight continued their attack on the eneHY positions until 
Captain 1·IA3S:2&"Y and Lt DaLBJi;Y were clear of the area. They returnecl the recon 
team to QUAIT.J and landed at KY HA without further incident. 
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$-9 February 1967. Durine; this period, tirJ"O BU7FJ-l.LO CITY aircraft irIere 
committed to off loading the L.'W l':j~B1'CH::';S'l'&t CCU~';TY. Due to the limited 
deck space and the need to have large amounts of cargo in a short tline, 
all loads 1-Jere carried externally. This greatly decreased the loading and 
unloading time and enabled mjPFii1U CITY to unload a total of 125 tons of 
cargo and lift it to the ViA at l'lliI DAKG, B8817325, in support of Operation 
DL,SV1'O. In the two days BUFFaLO CITY flel: one hundred ninety-three sorties 
and logged forty-one point eight flight hours. The aircraft also carried 
fifty-eie;ht passeIl8ers between the LSit at l'mI DANG and BUFii'ALO CITY home 
base at ~(Y H.'i. 

10 Febru.ary 1967. The SparrO'l .... Halik airc:,~aft, led by J.lajor C. 1·. J.L.,\~I5 
launched at lS4SH on an emergency retraction of recon team BEI';liJIEG'i' ON , 
The flie;ht proceeded to the pickup point located at B,S796276 to locate the 
position of BErmII~GTON. After arriving at the pickup point, it ",Jas deter­
mined that the recon team had not yet made its 1-fay to the landing zone and 
it irias then decid.ed that the flight go to NUl D~.r~G and wait until the team 
had reached the landing zone. After approximately one and one half hours~ 
the flizht launched again to attempt the pickup. By nOlT it "\eras totally 
dark, necessitating the use of a flare ship and an aNCESTOR aircraft arriv­
ed provide flares for the BUFFALO CITY aircraft. Pith the help of the 
flares, the KI,mmJl~l'.: aircraft located the recon team and directed the 
r:n.lFFilLO eI'l'Y aircraft into the area. l'lajor l},i,~:::::G then 1-lent d01ffi and ex­
tracted the entire team of b'Jenty-t1"!o .Gen. I;:1OKDIY~;~ provided suppressive 
fire l.Jhile lVlajor L,)n:~j Has in the landini; zonc. Follovring a refueling stop 
at CUHj\~G· NGl~I, the flight proceeded to U (~U~~IL to drop off the recon team 
and co~plete the mission. 

12 February 1967. Hajor c. ~!. li,~,'I'(1 led a section of BUFFrlLO CITY air­
craft to insert recon team CHliIl(8,l'()i\fJ:: and retract Jl1.G ,QIW.1!' from DS5l6778. 
Enroute to the drop zone, the flight ~ncountered enemy sniper fire at BS 
565768. tiajor LeJl.'I,,) I s aircraft ,-.ras hit by one round 1Jrhich severed a hyd­
raulic line. HOl,'ever, he continued his rrd.ssion. Following the completion 
of his mission, kajar L:}<CS decided to land at QUANG NGAI and repair his 
airr:raft since it had lost a considerable amount of hydraulic fluid. His 
'vingman, Captain H. L. JOHbT,sOiJ, returned to 1(Y Hl.I .to pickup spare pc..rts 
Cl.nd a maintenance ere1/{ 1Jhich he took to QUaNG NGhI. Follm'ring the comple­
tion of repairs on his aircraft, Hajor l..:,;I·,It> returned to leY HA. 

14 February 1967. At approximately l015H, j:·iajor ~.-. T. ~?:;AD launched 
on an emergency retraction of recon team DOl'J.h.Hm:.:. lIajor IillAJ)t s section 
rendezvou.sed 1t.r:Lth t~JO K!,ONDIKt.: UH-IEt s in the DUe PHO area and proceeded 
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to BS845256, where DONAHUE reported they l'Tere under attack. The rG,oNlJIKE 
aircraft along vIi th t\"TO O}G rOOD A-I.:, 1 s, began air strikes against the va 
positions. DONAliUl.; meamrhile reported that the aircraft ''fere being fired 
at by the VD.,jT CONGo After D)l\Jll.HUi; reported that the enemy fire had sub­
sided someHhat, Najor F.]2;J\.D made his approach to vrhat v-Jas an extremely con­
fined landing zone and picked up 11 members of the team" lIajor :;'-1.EADI s 
1'iingman, Jci~,jor :-t. H. LOCKl:OOD then retra.cted the remaining 10 men.. Be­
cause of the close confines of the landing zone, both aircraft's rotor 
blades contacted bushes and small trees around the landing zone. A pre­
cautionary landing "TaS made at DUC PHO to inspect for possible damage. 
None "laS found and while the aircraft were shut dm-ffi, Captain J. Q. 
NLSIITTH, \Tho ·.JaS the co-pilot of IVlajor READ's aircraft discovered that 
the leader of the recon team \Tas his former Drill Instructor. After a 
short visit, the recon tedm v~s finally dropped at landing zone QUAIL and 
the section returned to KY HA. 

14 February 1967. Later that same day, Captain J. Go W::::SlfITH inserted 
the same recon team at BS803324. Almost immediately the team made contact 
'lrlith the VIET cOrm and requested an inunediate extraction. Captain Nl~3:uTH 
and his "Iingnan, Captain R. 1'1. STEIN, began their approach to the LZ liThile 
the KLONDIKE UH-l.:i:!:' s and the SlIT;jS F-4B's who "rere "capping" the IZ, began 
strafing and bombing runs on the VIET GONG positions. Both pilots, showing 
outstanding airmanship, landed their helots in the small LZ. Almost immedi­
ately the gunners of both aircraft provided covering fire 1-lhile the recon 
team boarded the helos. Upon the signal "ramp c1ear ll by the ere,., chief's, 
both aj,rcraft lifted out of the zone, but Captain ST:c:.;m v~s informed by the 
team leader that four man 1'Jere still in the zone. Captain STEIN made a 
quick turn back into the zone and quickly picked up the four men. Hith the 
extraction finally complete, Cr.ptain N.t;Sl:.J:TH returned DONAHU:6 to landing 
zone QU~IL and then returned to I~Y HA. 

15 February 1967. ivJajor T. P. LOUGH.;ED led four aircraft 1'lhich depart­
ed KY HA and proceeded to DUC FHO for a logistics lift. The flight was to 
off load tuo 1ST's "Thich 1"Jere positioned just off-shore from DUG PHO. 
Poor ''feather enroute forced the a ircraft to fly at 101fT altitudes, At 
approximately BS7549, enemy sniper fire 1-,aS encountered. One aircraft, 
piloted by i~ajor C. 1,. I.J§:IS., "ras hit in the aft pylon section. Damage, 
hOI-leVer, .Tas minor and no onf! "TaS injured" The aircJ:,aft continued l;lith the 
mission. Later the mission liad to be cancelled due to inclement "leather 
and the flight returned to KY HAo 

16 February 1967. Tvro BUFfALO CITY airCl'aft "Yere diverted to an emer­
gency extr.::.ction of a recon team follo'::tng their normal mission. Lt. R. lvi. 
DAlBEY, the flight leader, received the call after completing his support '',?>Hi3)~'.lfl'@J ---7-
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of the ROKliC. Lt,. JALB:.i.Y turned his flight around and proceeded to (}UANG 
NG.hI for refueling. The flight then proceeded to the pickup point locat­
ed at B.S790340. Enroute, the flight joined up vTith KLOilfDIl',z escort air~ 
cr&ft and o}J"ICOD aircraft. Upon arrival, the fli3ht had to orbit for 
approximately one half hour until the recon team could get into position 
for the pickup. By the time the team had made it into the landing zone, 
it had become dark. Both Lt. DAL3EY and Lt. Lllm::UI0T made their ap­
proach to the zone in darkness and both aircraft received heavy fire. 
Follmling the pickup the team I"laS dropped at BS628892. On the return to 
KY HlI., the flight received enemy fire agaj.n, this time from BS793392. 
Both aircraft vlere hit during the mission; hovJever, there l"lere no in­
juries. 

17 Feb:cuary 19670 LtCol 1:. L ;-:;J1)HIDGE led seventeen BUFFli.LO CITY air­
craft and five :.i'::I'.l.'CH aircraft on an "1.JWIJ stril~e to kick-off Operation 1Ii1:N 
KIET (lUO Gll. ... NJJ:;.) The flight "ras loaded at I~Y IIi. Nith the first 1-rave of 
troops. l~ollm,ing the fi::ost \'Jave, the fli~ht I,Jade numel~ous trips from 
Quj,J!G NGAI l',ith the remainder of the troops. Sixteen hundred troops 'vere 
landed into the two landing zones located at BS450780 and BS455800. r1'he 
mission "ras accomplished "'Jith little difficulty. Some enemy fire v.ras 
received 'Ii/hile the aircraft 1rere on their approach to the zone. But both 
ml-lE's and fixsd t\ring aircraft 'l'rere quick to proviG.e supp:cessive fire. 
None of the BUIFAIO eI'l'Y aircraft ,Jere hit. The landing of each 1'Jave ,.ras 
based on a close time schedule to place a maxL~um number of troops in the 
LZ's in the shortest time. The smoothness lv-ith "rhich this mission Has 
accomplished and the subsequent rapid build up of troops and supplies Has a 
credit to the detailed planning as 1-Jell as the execution of the mission. 

17 Februar'lJ 1967. Captain :a .• L. JOHNSm led tc'IO aircraft on a resupply 
of units lnvolved 1dth Operation D1SarO. khile resupplying at BS822402, 
the flight received enemy fire. The second aircraft, piloted by Captain 
1. ::1. I·i8DLIN~ received three hits. Captain !GDLIN's gunner, PFC H. A. 
ItEPKO, received slight shrapnel 1V'ounds. HoV'rever, the mission was accomplish­
ed by the BUiFAW CITY aircraft. 

18 February 1967. Ehile standing by at the Harble I·fountain Air Facility, 
four BU:?FALO CITY aircraft, led by Captain ~:. D. lVi1i1.S, uere launched to 
pick up approximately 200 U. S. £.:iarines from hT0085l!.7. The flight had no 
UH~lE or fixed wing escort and therefore had to rely upon their mill 1'1-60 t s 
for protection. After arriving over the pickup zone, the troops marked the 
IZ "it;1 a smoke grenade. Captain KH.L.S ascertained the best route of ap­
proach to the IZ and started dovm. As he rolled out on final, enemy fire 
\'TaS received and the second aircraft, piloted by Captain G. 1. THOlc:..AS, vras 
hit. 
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hit 0 The last two aircraft irrunediately returned the fire. All four air­
craft successfully lo?"ded part of the 200 troops a.nd departed to AT074659. 
Enroute to this zone, it became apparent to captain THc..~i) that his air­
craft Hould not be able to continue the lift since he Has loosing oil 
pressure. He decided to i"emain at 1:\.'1'074659 uhile Cantain KAlJl.S returned 
to i..L'ffi.F to pickup parts to repair the dovmed aircraft. The remaining two 
aircraft continued the troop lift without further incident. Captain 
THU'l .• S aircraft was repaired in the field and then flown back to 1·i..ihF. 

19-20 February 1967. During this period, BUfFALO eI'rY continued to 
"rork j_n support of Operation n'~3arO. Various missions ,,[hich involved 
externl11 lifts from. b'l'l s off the coast of NUl DANG 11e:;."e completed along 
uith logistic lifts from QUANG NG1l.1 to the LsA located at the NUl rw.NG 
complex. On one of these lifts, l·Iajor D. I-i. Di-lBIT~ received fire and I,'O.S 
'founded ;,·rhile departing the IBA area. One round shattered the co-pilot t s 
Hindshield and Lajor B •• BITZ was hit in the head by flying glass and 
shrapnel. First Lieutenant P. J.·.1D-;S, l.,rho I.'O.S co-pilot, irnmec1iately re­
turned the aircraft to the L8h where medical facilities 1tJere available •. 
I-'lajor BABI1'Z Nas not seriously 1'rounded and ,-[as returned to KY Hil. Doctor 
J. l'i. 1:).t .. 0:£, the squadron flight surgeon, re-checked J:iajor I3'~BITZ and re­
turned him to duty. 

21 February 1967. Ilajor C. I!. ill.IS departed from BUFFALO eI'.:'Y base 
at KY HA 'rith tvlO aircra.ft and proceeded south to the Operation DJ:!:0OTO 
area. His mission HaS to insert a recon team south1trest of lWI DANG in 
the foothills. After landing at the iliA at NUl DAHG j l·[here the team "faS 
picked up, it "ras decided by ~.J:ajor Lb'\!ICi, the team leader and the UH-IE 
escort thc.t some trickery ,1JOuld be employed prior to the actu2,1 insertion. 
Hajor L:.JJIS then led his section and his KLONDIKE escort out to the 
general area of the insertion. A false landing zone HaS picked out and 
the KLONDm:;:; aircraft began making dummy straffil1.g passess over the zone 
as Eajor L:;'-~I~ began his approach. At the last moment, Eajor m:IS abort­
ed his approach. This little bit of trickery I.vaS used once more. This 
time unidentified personnel vrere spotted in the vicinity of the false zone. 
Since they could not be identified, the KLQKDIlC:~~S Here unable to use 
their machine-guns and rockets. Finally, hajor Li1.IS approached the actual 
zone and the insertion ~ras accomplished on the part of the BUffhLO CITY 
aircraft li'rithout a hitch. One of the recon team became an in1lIlecliate cas­
uality due to a booby-trap and was med-evaced by zajor LLi!JIS back to I\1UI 
DANG. The Bill~FA10 CITY flight then returned to I(y HA. 

22 February 1967. At approximately 0730H, l-iajor D. H. ll.NJi'::nsON left 
KY HA .nth a section of BUfF.A.lO CITY aircraft and proceeded to NUl DANG 
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vrhere he vIas to support Operation DJ~!3aro. l~t the ~TUI l)il.NG J ... ,)A, :'Iajor 
BJ.roYi,lSON picked up CO-Ph.;.lTr,::1'R, a recon team, and proceeded to the south­
'·.Jest Hhere they 1rere to be inserted. ::hile in the process of making a 
false insert at ]JJ753358, fire Has received. :clajor ,11m ,"~;':ON led his sec­
tion out of the area and all indications !'Tere lhu.t no one had been hit. 
Just upon reachine; a safe altitude, l~ajor AN.:h?l;OE! s number tlofo engine 
suddenly flamed-out. Immediately he begun single engine procedures and 
turned back tOI'lard the safe area at 1TUI DANG. Through outstandi~ air­
n-;anship, Hajor ,11.JD:CnSCIJ successfully made a single engine app:..'oach al­
though he "ras heavily loaded "lith passengers and cai~gO. After inspecting 
the ail'craft, one round HaS found to have entered tre number bro engine. 
This vra.s too much rOi' old number eight and the engine finally quit, but 
not before the aircraft climbed out of the false zone. Later that day, 
because of the efforts of a BUlFJ.,LO CITY maintenance crell, the engine vTaS 

replaced and old number eight ",ras flown home. 

23 February 1967. Hajor D. N • .h.Em:I7.S0N led bra aircraft from. KY Eil 
to NUl ])lcNG to participate in Operation D.'~;)arO support. During the mis­
sion, l·:ajor ANjI~RSCI\II s flight lias diverted for an emergency med-evac at 
BS789382. Vlhile on his approach to the zone, :iiajor AIID: ':'~:)ON received 
automatic Feapons fire from the surrounding area. Despite the enemy fire 
he continued vl1th his approach and picked up five lIrounded IIarines. After 
dropping the "rounded at NUI DAI'iG, Hajor h.HD.'J_{~WE returned to KY HA. None 
of the aircraft received any hits. 

26 February 1967. LtColl!. ~:. ELDHIDGE led eighteen Bm,'FALO CITY, 
eighteen S~:ITCH and eighteen CLIP CLOP aircraft on a massive str:ike mis­
sion to kick-off Operation l)U'f~BLO. The BlJfFll.l.o CITY aircraft inserted 
216 U. G. IIlarines into B8745380 in the first uave. Enell1Y fire ,·ras re­
ceived from BS7l~54.131 h01'fever, no aircraft ",ere hit. Following the 
l,;arine strike, the E'ircraft proceeded to CUJl.l:G NGAI for loading of ll.RV1'J 
troops. The BUFf •• LQ CITY aircraft insert,ed 236 AJ.VN troops into BS7234220 
Again enemy fire uas received 1'lhile the aircraft 1trere on their approach to 
the landing zone, this time frof,l BS739433. Em-lever, the ener.:w forces 
again faHed to hit any of the aircraft. The mission was Hell planned and 
"rent off quite smoothly considering the nwnber of aircraft involved. 

26 Febru8.ry 19670 Captain S. :0. CI;lYll,AN led t"lO airc~~aft on a resupply 
mission from (lUANG HG;,I to NUl 'I'HO (38759469). \:hile on the approach into 
the landing zone, enemy fire Nas received from 13S7744L~2. C3.ptain J. Q. 
N~S:·J:THI s aircraft received onchit \'Thich severed a line on the number one 
boost system. Pith the boost system out, Capta.in Ir~[1·,·JlTE 1'[af; unable to 
fly the aircraft and had to le2.ve it in the zone unftl parts could be 
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flovm in the follo1:ring day. After a maintenance cre':r had. repaired the 
aircraft, it 'fas flol'm back to KY Hl{. 

27 February 1967. l'lajor c. ~'. L!.i.1J3 led three BUP1,'ALQ CITY and one 
$.ITCH aircraft on a resupply mission from QUArIG ~!Gli.I to NUI TEO (BS 
757469). After one lift into the zone, the Heather deteriorated to such 
a point that r.tajor L.:.:urs decided to return to rcr :{A and 1-fait for improve­
ment in the 1'.Jeathero l-;-hile enroute to KY HA, at a low altitude whtch the 
'"eather forced them to fly, intensive enemy fire was received at BS700590. 
One round hit l\iajor L~'IS I S aircrc.ft just behind his seat. The round 
severed mlL1erous 1,'ires in the stabilization equipi,lent aboard the aircriift. 
Shrapnel from t1:e round struck the gunner in his leg causing a minor vround. 
The second aircl'dft received one hit in the an. pylon causing Io.:tnor damage. 
Both aircraft returned the fire with unknovm effect. later in the do.y, 
Hajor D}·,IS led the same crevrs on the mission and it \"[2.S completed. 

part III 

1. Personnel. Durin.::; this period 3UFfAW CITY joined four nevr officers 
1'lhich brought the squc.a.ron up to 51 officers and 271 enlisted personnel. 
hajor IillTIi joined the squadron from 2ndj.r;~~:, Captain CH.:tIG from 3rdrJA~:, 
IstLt HARTliAN from 2ndl.lAH and 2ndLt 3U'£TDR from 2ndi·ii,"~;. 

2. Casualties. DUi~inG the reporting period liajor D. Li. B;-tBI'l'2, \Vas 
slightly "rounded by shrapnel on 20Feb67 and Sergeant ::t. J. l·m::iCJ~T iiaS 
slightly ~'lounded by shrapnel on 27Feb67. Pfc~:. B. ~lJ.;;PKO "ras slightly 
wounded on the 17th of February 1967 by shrapnel. 

3. Awards. During the reporting period. JUi'F,lLO CITY vras avrarded 121 Air 
Hedals and t,'fO PurDle Hearts. LtCol' ..• ' .• ~~1DRIDG£j received the Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallentry· for his actions on Operation -RIO GRAt·/DE and iiIajor C. Il. 
PE~1Lr.y received a I~orean Decoration for his actions in an emergency troop 
insert in support of Korean 1'J:arines 0 

The follov.ring persormel received the l~U~~Plli rL.:Ai:lT: llajor D. i·~. BAEITZ 
FPC -.i. B. l~i.PKO 

4. Civic Action. Lt. J. H. PAGE, USN (lIC), the squadron Flight Surgeon, 
continued to devote his time to the~DCAP teans in their program at CU 
lJl.0 R.G Island. 

50 Squadron Totals. Flight Hours 
Sorties 
Ilussion (Coi11plete) 
cargo (tons) 
passengers/Troops 
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