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MARINE MuDIUM HREIICOPTER SQUADRON 165
Marine Aircraft Group 36
1st llarine Aircraft liing, FIFPac
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

Part T
1. Commanding Officer LtCol s 1V, EIDRIDGE, JR. Total Period
Executive Officer Major . T. RBAD 1-18Febb?
¥ajor D. C. HEII 19-28Feb67
Operations Officer Major T. P. LOUGHEED 1-18Febb7
Major .4 T. READ 19-28Febb7
Administrative Officer Hajor Re H., LOCKWQOD Total Period
Meintenance Officer Major De. N. ANDERSON Total Period
Logistics/Supply Officer Major C. R. PERKY Total Period
WiTOPS Officer Major C. V. LTWIS Total Period
dafety Officer Captain B. R. HASSEY Total Period

2. ICAF KY HA, RVN 96602
1-28 February 1967

3. Average Stremgth: OFF 51 3INL 207
l. TImportamt Visitors: NONE
Part II

a, During the month of February BUFFiI0 CITY supported two major oper-—
atiens, The BUFFALO CITY Flight Ieaders distinguished themselves time after
time while leading the major strike missions in support of those operations.

The squadron maintena2nce personnel worked long and hard hours day and
night to keep & consistent availability of seventeen aircraft a day, T'hen-
ever the going became tough, they buckled down harder and always came up
with the aircraft needed for the days operations. Their self sacrificing
manner and dilegence to duty enabled the squadron to fly 1675.8 hours
during this period. Since arriving in the lst sV, ILli=-165 has accumulated
5092,8 flight hours.

In support of Operation DZISCOTO, in the DUC PHO area, BUFFALO CITY log-
ged 661,9 flight hours, lifted 1023.1 tons of cargo and 2355 troops, and
flew a total of 2041 sorties in support of this operation, HNumerous
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strikes were flown in support of this operation and BUFFALO CITY provided
the vanguard for these missions. Even though hampered by inclement wea-
ther, the squadron continued to support the main units engaged in this
operation against the insurgent Viet Cong forces.

In support of Operation RIO GRANDE, Hiil=165 flew numerous strike mis-
sions, The squadron logged 62,0 flight hours while lifting 14.7 tons of
cargo and 1356 troops in 207 sorties in support of this operation,

Hifi{-165 also supported Operation PUEBLO with mass troop insertions.
Squadron aircraft carried L67 troops while flying 59 sorties for a total
of 36,2 flight hours.

b, OPIRATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

1 February 1967, liajor T. P. LOUGH:LED led a flight of six CH-46A's
and two UH-1E aircraft from KY HA on a strike mission in support of the
first Battalion 5th Marines. The troops were picked up from hill 54 and
then the flight proceeded to the objective area at BT311111, While orbit-
ing the objective, iAjor LOUGHEED determined that the mountain top landing
zone would accomadate only one aircraft at & time, &nd therefore started
his approach to the landing zone while the remaindsr of his flight orbited
the objective, Then on final approach 12 jor LOUGHLED's aircraft came under
intense automatic weapons fire and the UH-1E aircraft attempted to suppress
the fire, while uajor LOUGHLLD was maneuvering his aircraft over the land-
ing zone attempting to locate a level place to set down., After a few at-
tempts lajor LOUGHEED was able to set his aircraft down and began disem-
barking the troops from the aircraft, Suddenly there was three large
grenade explosions in the landing zone and the a2utomatic weapens fire in-
creased in intensity. Liajor LOUGHEED's aircraft received approximately
one hundred and thirty hits from the explosions and enemy fire, Two of
the larines aboard Major LOUGHEED's aircraft were seriously wounded so he
immediately took off and informed his alternate flight leader, ilajor C. K.
PARRY, to continue the lift and put as many troops in the zone as possible.
iiajor LOUGHELD returned his damaged aircraft to base and dropped the wound-
ed lidrines at the first medical Battalion at KY Ha, 'ith the five remain-
ing aireraft, ¥ajor PERRY continued the insertion of i&rines while con-
stantly under intense enemy automatic weapons fire and also hampered by
rapidly deherﬂU%ﬁng weather, The lift was delayed thirty minutes at one
time due to the mountain top landing zone being completely obscured by
clouds., Once the weather permitted the continuation of the 1ift, the last
of the 208 Marines were brought into the landing zone and iiajor PERRY led
the flight back to KXY HA,
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1 February 1967, ILtCol %. . IIDRIDGE led a flight of two aircraft
on & resupply mission in support of Operation DLSUTO. After making his
third trip in the objective area at B3872332, ItCol ELDRIDGE heard another
flight of his squadron aircraft reporting into the controlling agency in
the area, They reported that they were on an emergency recon retraction
but due to the intensity of enemy fire were unable to pull the recon team
out, and they had only enough fuel remaining to make it back to their re-
fueling point thirty miles away, L1tCol ZIDRIDGE immediately offered
assistance and was directed hy the controlling agency to contact the two
UH-1L aircraft controlling the retraction, ItCol ZIDRIDGE immediately
went to BS872332 and dropped the cargo he already had aboard his aircraft
and then proceeded to the objective area, Once contact was made, the UH-1E
aircraft advised LiCol EIDRIDGE that the recon tean, CLUBCAR, was pinned
down by heavy enemy fire and were in danger of being overrun in a very
short time., CIUBCaR's position was BS726375 and due to the size of the
team and landing zone, 1tCol ELDRIDGE elected to make the pickup with only
his aircraft, Under cover of an air sbrike and the suppressive fire from
the UH-1% aircraft, LtCol EIDRIDGE was able to land in the landing zone to
pick up the recon team, ''hile in the landing zone his aircraft was con-
stantly under fire from enemy positions and he had to remain in the land-
ing zone over two minutes in order to get the whole team aboard the air-
craft, Once the team was aboard LtCol EIDRIDGE took off and while climbing
out was receiving enemy fire from 360 degrees around his aircraft, Once
safely at altitude, LtCol EIDRIDGE returned to the CHU IAIL area and dropped
off the recon team at landing zone QUAIL. LtCol EIDRIDGE's quick reaction
in this emergency situation and the subsequent professional pickup of
CLUBCAR possibly saved the lives of all the recon team members.

3 February 1967, liajor C. R. PLRRY led a flight of six aircraft from
KY HA on an emergency retraction of eighty seven ARVN troops and seven
U. S. Army advisers from BS,465862, Once in the objective area and radio
contact was made through U. S. Advisors attached to the unit, it was
learned that they had been hit heavily by enemy troops and were surrounded
in a rice paddy. They requested that only one aircraft come in at a time
so that they would be able to maintain & perimeter defense around the I7Z
during the retraction, Two UH-1E aircraft provided suppressive fire while
the retraction was taking place and two 0-1C spotter aircraft called Air
strikes in on the enemy positions. The U. 5. Advisers were the last
troops to leave the landing zone, Once the last aircraft had Joined up
with the flight, kajor PRRRY led the aircraft to BS5342879 and the ARVN and
Us 8. troops were dropped at their home base, TRABONG., The senior advisor
commended the flight on their quick reaction to the emergency and their
professional handling of the situation, The aircraft returned to KY HA
without further incident,
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L February 1967. Fajor D. N. ANDERSON led a flight of two aireraft
from KY HA on an emergency night med-evac of a critically wounded Korean
Karine at BS660824. Once arriving in the area, liajor ANDERSON was unable
to make radio contact with the Korean unit. He finally made contact with
the U. 5. advisor in the Korean Comrand Post and was advised that there
were no English speaking personnel attached to the wounded Korean's unit.
By relaying with the advisor to his counterpart and then to the Korean
unit, it was learned that the unit was under attack by the enemy and they
were requesting UH~-1lL gunships and artillery to repulse the attack, U hile
artillery was being called in on the enemy positions, ifajor ANDDRSON cone
tacted the local controlling agency and requested two UH~1E gunships and
a flareship on station immediately, The UH-1E's and flareship arrived in
approximately twenty minutes and the artillery was called off. 'ith the
flareship lighting up the area and the UH-1L's suppressing the enemy fire
12 jor ANDERSON completed the pickup of the wounded Korean Harine and re-
turned to the 1st ledical Battalion at KY HA,

5 February 1967, lajor M. H, LOCKICOD led a flight of two CH-L6A!s
and two Ul-1x gunships on an emergency retraction of CUNNINGHsll, a karine
recon team, at B35452930. Upon arriving in the area iiajor LOCK 00D learned
that the only suitable landing zone close to the recon team was right be-
side the enemy position, The recon tean had alreacy had one man wounded
and were under constint eneuwy fire {rom the enemy position. The recon
team was advised to try to meke it down the other side of the mountain to
& little valley about one hundred meters from their position. This was
the only other suitable landing zone in the area and would provide natural
cover from the enemy positions during the retraction, The wounded man's
injuries were such that he would be unable to make the trip to the bottom
of the mountdin due to the intense pain caused by his wounds and the reccn
team leader requested & hoist pickup of the wounded man from the side of
the mountain, Captain D. P. KLINGLsR, 2B jor LCCK:COD's wingman, landed at
& friendly outpost and set up his aircraft for a hoist while the UH-1R
aircraft strafed the enemy positions and called air strikes on the enemy.
Once the recon tean was ready for the pickup, Captain KLINGLLL went in and
hovered on the side of the mountain while the wounded man was being hoisted
aboard his aircraft, The UH-1L gunships continued running air strikes
within seventy meters ¢f Captain KLIKGLER's aircraft while he was making
the hoist pickup and the air strikes successfully suppressed the enemy
fire, Once Captein KLINGLER was safely out of the landing zone the recon
tean continued their descent down the mountain to the landing zone in the
valley, Approximutely twerity minutes later the recon team notified !B jor
LOCKWCOD that they were in the landing zone and ready to be picked up.
Under cover of tihe continuing air strikes and the suppressive fire from
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the UH-1E gunships, Major LCCK00D successfully retracted the remainder of the
recon team and the flight proceeded to lst idedical Bn. at KY Ha to drop off
the wounded ilarine, and then to landing zone QUaIL to drop off the recon team,

5 February 1967, Caoptain B. R. MASSEY led a flight of two aircrift on a
recon insertion of two karine recon teams, HONG KOKG and BLDPOST, into BS 410
7?h, Once the recon teams had been inserted into the landing zone, Captain
LASSEY requested a situation report from HONG KONG and BEDPOST before depart-
ing the area with his flight, The recon teams immediately advised Captain
BASS®Y that they were under heavy fire from enemy positions and requested an
immediate emergency retraction, Captain MASSTIY'!s escorv, two DiaDIQCK UH-13
gunships, rolled in on the enemy positions furnishing suppressive fire while
Captain MALSEY attempted & pickup of HONG KONG. His wingmen, 2ndlt 2. Il
DATBLY, orbited overhead awaiting his turn into the small single plane zone
to bring out BLDPOST. Intense enemy fire forced Captain FAGSEY to wave-off
his first approach into the zone but he still wanted another try at it and
started in again, DRADLCCK called Captain 1hS3LY and requested a chance to
vork over the enemy first with the QiJ:00D aircraft he had overhead, so Captain
1ia05:2Y joined his wingman orbiting the zone, DiUADICCK and the OXI7OOD flight
hammered the enemy positions with withering fire and heavy ordnance until HONG
KONG said the fire had subsided, enough for a pickup attempt., Another flight
of OX¥COD aircraft from Viih-121 checked in with DEADLOCK end he requested that
they orbit so they would he in a position to roll in on target if trouble
developed in the pickup zone. Captain MA3SEY started his appreoach while the
two DuADLOCK aircraft strafed continuously on both sides of the landing zone,
Once in his approach the enemy fire increésed in intensity and while in the
landing zone, Captain HASSxY's aircraft was hit by enemy fire, Only five
members of HONG KONG team were able to make it aboard the aircraft before the
intensity of fire forced Captain HASSEY to leave the landing zone, There were
nineteen marines left on the hilltop and It DAIBEY started in and told Captain
MAGSEY he would try to get all of them out at once. DEADIACK called in ViiA-
121's AL's and the OX!COD flight began laying napalm on the enemy positioms.
Lt DAIBEY landed in the zone but the fire was so intense that the remaining
nineteen ligrines were fighting their way back to the airecraft and Lt DALBSY
had to remain in the landing zone until they were all aboard., The CX1I00D
flight from ViA=121 began to lay their napalm on the advancing enemy within
75 meters of Lt DAIBEY's aircrait and successfully suppressed the fire enough
for T DalBuY to complete the pickup and climb out of the landing zone, The
DEZADICCK and OLWCOD flight continued their attack on the enery positions until
Captain HA3SEY and It DalBEY were clear of the area, They returned the recon
team to QUAIL and landed at KY HA without further incident.
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8~9 February 1967. During this period, two BUFFALO CITY aircraft were
comnitted to off loading the LST WESTCHuSTER CCULTY. Due to the limited
deck space and the need to have large amounts of cargo in a short time,
all loads vere carried externally, This greatly decreased the loading and
unloading time and enabled BUFFALO CGITY to unload a total of 125 tons of
cargo and 1ift it to the LSA at WUI DAKNG, BS817325, in support of Operation
DESOIS. In the two days BUFFALO CITY flew one hundred ninety-three sorties
and logged forty—-ore point eight flight hours, The aircraft also carried
fifty-eisht passengers between the ISi at NUI DANG and BUFFALO CITY home
base at KY Hi,

10 Februvary 1967, The 3parrow Hawk aircraft, led by Major C. . IuiIS
leunched at 1848H on an emergency retraction of recon team BEFNINGTON,
The flight proceeded to the pickup point located at BS796276 to locate the
position of BENNINGTON. After arriving at the pickup point, it was deter-
mined that the recon team had not yet made its way to the landing zone and
it was tnen decided that the flight go to NUI D.NG and wait until the team
had reached the landing zone, After approximately one and one half hours,
the flight launched again to atiempt the pickup, By now it was totally
dark, necessitating the use of a flare ship and an aNCESTOR aircraft arriv-
ed provide flures for the BUFFALO CITY aircraft, With the help of the
flares, the KLONDIKL aircraft located the recon team and directed the
BUFFALO CITY aircraft into the area, uajor L¥7IS then went down and ex-
tracted the entire team of twenty-two men. HLONDIIE provided suppressive
fire while #ajor LTI was in the landing zone, Following a refueling stop
at CU.W% NGAT, the flight proceeded to IZ QUAIL to drop off the rccon team
and complete the mission,

12 February 1967, Major C. . LiwIs led a section of BUFFALO CITY air-
craft to insert recon team CHAIKSTONE and retract 3aG SHAY from BS516778.
Enroute to the drop zone, the flight encountered enemy sniper fire at BS
565768, tajor LAIS's aircraft was hit by cne round which severed & hyd-
raulic line, However, he continued his mission, Following the completion
of his mission, kajor Lif:IS decided to land at QUANG NGAI and repair his
aircraft since it had lost & considerable amount of hydraulic fluid. His
wingman, Captain k. &, JOHNSON, returned to KY Ha to pickup spare parts
and a maintenance crew which he took to QUalG NGAI, rollowing the comple-
tion of repairs on his aireraft, iajor Li.IS returned to XY HA,

14 February 1967, At approximately 1015H, iiajor . T. 24D launched
on an emergency retraction of recon team DONaHUZ. Liajor READ's section
rendezvoused with two KVONDIKK UH-1E's in the DUC PHO area and proceeded
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to BS845256, where DONAHUX reported they were under attack. The KLONDIKE
aireraft along with two OXL/COD A-4's, began air strikes against the VC
positions. DUNAHUu meanwhile reported that the aircraft were being fired
at by the VILT CONG, After DINaHUS reported that the enemy fire had sub-
sided somewhat, liajor RimiAD made his approach to what was an extremely con-
fined landing zone and picked up 11 members of the team, Lajor REaD's
wingman, hajor X, H. LOCKWO0D then retracted the remaining 10 men, Be-
cause of the close confines of the landing zone, both aircraft's rotor
blades contacted bushes and small trees around the landing zone, A pre-
cautionary landing was made at DUC PHO to inspect for possible damage,
Vone was found and while the aircraft were shut down, Captain J. Q.
NLSIITH, who was the co-pilot of kajor READ!'s aireraft discovered that
the leader of the recon team v@s his former Drill Instructor, After a
short visit, the recon team was finally dropped at landing zone QUAIL and
the section returned to KY HA,

L, February 1967. Iater that same day, Captain J. Q. NESHITH inserted
the same recon team at BS803324. Almost immediately the team made contact
with the VIET CONG &nd requested an immediate extraction, Captain NES.ITH
and his wingman, Captain R. k. 3TEIN, began their approach to the 1Z while
the KLONDIKE UH-1E's and the WIS F-4B's who were Ycapping® the 1Z, began
strafing and bombing runs on the VIET CONG positions. Both pilots, showing

outstanding airmanship, landed their helo's in the small 1Z, Almost immedi-

ately the gunners of both aircraft provided covering fire while the recon
team boarded the helos, Upon the signal "ramp clear" by the crew chiefls,
both aircraft 1ifted out of the zone, but Captain STLIN was informed by the
team leader that four men were still in the zone, Captain STHIN made a
quick turn back into the zone and quickly picked up the four men, ith the
extraction finally coinplete, Ceptain NuSsITH returned DONAHUA to landing
zone QUall and then returned to LY HA,

15 February 1967, Major T. P, LOUGHSED led four aircraft which depart-
ed KY HA and proceeded to DUC PHO for a logistics lift., The flight was to
off load two L3T!'s which were positioned just off-shore from DUC PHO,

Poor weather enroute forced the aircraft to fly at low altitudes, At
approximately BS7549, enemy sniper fire was encountered, One aircraft,
piloted by kajor C. '.. LEIS, was hit in the aft pylon section, Damage;
hovever, was minor and no one was injured, The aircraft continued with the
mission, Iater the mission liad to be cancelled due to inclement weather
and the flight returned to KY HA,

16 February 1967, Two BUFFALO CITY aircraft vere diverted to an emer-
gency extraction of a recon team following their normal mission, It. k. M.

DAIBEY, the flight leader, received the call after completing his supportgwﬁgiwiﬁﬁ
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of the ROKiC, It. 2AIBuLY turned his flight around and proceeded to NUANG
NG~I for refueling, The flight then proceeded to the pickup point locat-
ed at B3790340, Znroute, the flight joined up with KLONDIKE escort air-
craft and O:3COD aircraft, Upon arrival, the flizht had to orbit for
approximately one half hour until the recon team could get into position
for the pickup, By the time the team had made it into the landing zone,
it had become dark. Both Lt, DAISEY and Lt., LIIM:UIST mede their ap=-
proach to the zone in darkness and both aircraft received heavy fire,
Following the pickup the team was dropped at BS628892., On the return to
KY HA, the flight received enemy fire again, this time from BS793392.
Both aircraft were hit during the mission; however, there were no in-
Juries,

17 February 1967, ItCol W. V. ZIDRILGL led seventeen BUFFALO CITY air-
craft and five LU TUCH aircraft on an ARVN strike to kick-off Operation LIZN
KIET (RIO GRANDEZ.) The flight was loaded at KY Hi. with the first wave of
troops, Vollowing the first wave, the flisht made numerous trips from
QULNG NGAI with the remainder of the troops. Sixteen hundred troops were
landed into the two landing zones located at BS450780 and BSL55800, The
mission was accomplished with little difficulty. Some enemy fire was
received while the aircraft were on their approach to the zone, But both
UH-1E's and fixed wing aircraft were quick to provide suppressive fire,
None of the BUFFAL0O CITY aircraft were hit, The landing of each wave v@s
based on a close time schedule to place a maxiuum number of troops in the
1Z's in the shortest time. The smoothness with which this mission was
accomplished and the subsequent rapid build up of troops and supplies was a
credit to the detailed planning as well as the execution of the mission,

17 February 1967. Captain 2. b, JOHNSON led two aircraft on a resupply
of units involved with Operation DLSOTO, While resupplying at B5622402,
the flight received enemy fire., The second aircraft, piloted by Captain
L. R. HGDLIN, received three hits, Captain .LiDLIN's gummer, PFC V. 4.
REPKO, received slight shrapnel wounds, However, the mission was accomplish-
ed by the BUFFALOQ CITY aircraft,

18 February 1967. thile standing by at the Marble lountain Air Facility,
four BUFFALO CITY aircraft, led by Captain i.. D. Kali$, were launched to
pick up approximately 200 U. S. harines from ATOO8547, The flight had no
UH-1% or fixed wing escort and therefore had to rely upon their own 1i~601s
for protection, After arriving over the pickup zone, the troops marked the
1% with & smoke grenade, Captain Kal.S ascertained the best route of ap-
proach to the I% and started down. As he rolled out on final, enemy fire
was received and the second aireraft, piloted by Captain G. L. THOLAS, was
hit, SHGHA
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hit, The last two aircraft immediately returned the fire., All four air-
eraft successfully loaded part of the 200 troops and departed to ATO74659.
Enroute to this zone, it became apparent to Captain THCuaS that his air-
craft would not be able to continue the lift since he was loosing oil
pressure, He decided to remain at al074659 vhile Captain KALAS returned
to AF to pickup parts to repair the downed aircraft, The remaining two
aircraft continued the troop 1lift without further incident, Captain
THGH.S aircraft was repaired in the field and then flown back to ilwlF,

19-20 February 1967. During this period, BUFFALO CITY continued to
work in support of Operation Du3CT0, Various missions which involved
externol lifts from LST's off the coast of NUI JANG were completed along
with logistic 1lifts from QUANG NGAI to the LSA located at the NUL DAKG
complex, On one of these lifts, iajor D. l, DABITZ received fire and vas
wounded while departing the TSA area, One round shattered the co-pilot's
windshield and kajor B«BITZ was hit in the head by flying glass and
shrapnel, First Lieutenant P. J«iikS, who vas co-pilot, immediately re-
turned the aircraft to the LSA where medical facilities were available,
e jor BABITZ was not seriously wounded and was returned to KY Hi, Doctor
J. M. PxGE, the squadron flight surgeon, re~checked i@ajor BABITZ and re-
turned him to duty.

21 February 1967, iajor C. l:. 1M.I5 departed from BUFF4lO CITY base
at KY HA with two aircraft and proceeded south to the Operation DsS50TO
area, His mission was to insert a recon team southwest of WUI DANG in
the foothills, After landing at the ISA at NUI DANG, where the team was
picked up, it was decided by wajor LulIS, the team leadder and the UH~-1E
escort that some trickery would be employed prior to the actual insertion,
1ajor LiZJIS then led his section and his KLONUIK® escort out to the
general area of the insertion, A false landing zone was picked out and
the KLOWDIKZ aircraft began making dummy straffing passess over the zone
as liajor Li7IS began his approach, At the last moment, lajor LIS abort-
ed his approach, This little bit of trickery was used once more. This
time unidentified personnel were spotted in the vicinity of the false zone.
Since they could not be identified, the KLONDIK'S were unable to use
their mechine-guns and rockets., Finally, lajor L#.IS approached the actual
zone and the insertion was accomplished on the part of the BUFFalO CITY
aircraft without a hitch, One of the recon team became an immediate cas-
nality due to a booby-trap and was med-evaced by iajor 1ZHTIS back to NUL
DANG. The BUFFALO CITY flight then returned to KY HA,

22 February 1967. At approximately O730H, iajor D. H. ANJERSON left
KY HA with a section of BUFFALO CITY aircraft and proceeded to NUI DANG
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where he was to support Operation DESUTO, st the INUL DANG [54, iajor
AFDERSCN picked up CO-PAITNIR, a recon team, and proceeded to the south-
west where they were to be inserted., While in the process of making a
false insert at B3753358, fire vas received, ajor alil.i30N led his sec-
tion out of the area and all indications vere that no one had been hit,
Just upon reaching a safe altitude, Lajor AWI20N's number two engine
suddenly flamed-out, Imnediately he begun single engine procedures and
turned back toward the safe area at NUI DANG, Through outstanding air-
manship, lajor ~NDERSCH successfully made a single engine approach al-
though he vas heavily loaded with passengers and cargo, After inspecting
the aircraft, one round was found to have entered tre number two engine,
This was too much for old number eight and the engine finally quit, but
not before the aircraft climbed out of the false zone, Iater that day,
because of the efforts of a BUFFALLO CITY maintenance crew, the engine was
replaced and old number eisht was flown home,

23 February 1967, Iajor D. N, alfD:ZRSCN led two aircraft from KY LA
to WUI BANG to participate in Operation D:SOTO support. During the mis—
sion, rajor ANDRSCH's flight was diverted for an emergency med-evac at
BS789382, Vhile on his approach to the zone, i@ jor AND 50N received
automatic veapons fire from the surrounding area, Despite the enemy fire
he continued with his approach and picked up five wounded llarines. After
dropping the wounded at NUI DANG, iajor ~MND:1S0H returned to KY HA, None
of the aircraft received any hits,

26 February 1967. ItCol W. '. EIDRIDGE led eighteen BUFFALO CITY,
eighteen S.IICH and eighteen CLIP CLOP aircraft on a massive strike mis=-
sion to kick-off Operation PUBBLO. The BUFFaLl0O CITY aircraft inserted
216 U, 5. Marines into BS745330 in the first wave, Enemy fire was re-
ceived from BS745413, however, no aircraft were hit. Following the
larine strike, the eireraft proceeded to QUAIG NGAI for loading of ARVN
troops. The BUFF.LO CITY aircraft inserted 236 ARVN troops into B3723422.
Again enemy fire was received while the aircraft were on their approach to
the landing zone, this time from BS739433., lHowever, the eneiy forces
apain failed to hit any of the aircraft, The mission was well plammed and
went off quite smoothly considering the number of aircraft involved,

26 February 1967, Captain S. 3. CLAYLAN led two aircraft on a resupply
mission from QUANG NG.I to NUI THO (35759469),., i'hile on the approzch into
the landing zone, cnemy fire was received from B377,442. Captain J. Q.
N.os.ITHt's aireraft received onéhit which severed a line on the number one
boost system, 17ith the boost system out, Captain NuSWITH was unable to
f1y the aircraft and had to leeve it in the zone unitl parts could be
_ o mffii’(‘,_ﬁss.ni_ o
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flown in the following day, After a maintenance crew had repaired the
aircraft, it was flown back to KY Ha,

27 February 1967, bajor C. V. Lu'IS led three BUFFsl0 CITY and one
SwITCH aircraft on a resupply mission from QUANG NGAI to NUI THO (BS
757,69), After one 1lift into the zone, the weather deteriorated to such
a point that liajor LIS decided to return to KY i and wait for improve-~
ment in the weather. Uhile enroute to KY HA, at a low altitude which the
weather forced them to fly, intensive enemy flre was received at BS700590,
One round hit Major L 1 IS's aircraft just behind his seat. The round
severed nunerous wires in the stabilization equipment aboard the aircraft,
Shrapnel from the round struck the gumner in his leg causing & minor wound,
The second airciaft received one hit in the aft pylon causing ininor damage,
Both aircraft returned the fire with unknown effect, Iater in the day,
kHajor LIS led the same crews on the mission and it was completed.

Part T1T

1. Persomnel. During this period BUFFALO CITY joined four new officers
wvhich brought the squadron up to 51 officers and 271 enlisted personnel,
Liajor HEIL joined the squadron from 2ndiill, Captain CHaIG from 3rduill,
1stLt HARTHAN from 2ndi#l! and 2ndLt SUTTER from 2ndiialy,

2. Casualties, During the reporting period ilajor D. I, BaBITZ was
s1ightly wounded by shrapnel on 20Febb7 and Sergeant R. J. KUSCAT was
slightly wounded by shrapnel on 27Feb67. Pfc . B -UPKO was slightly
wounded on the 17th of February 1967 by shrapnel,

3. Awards, During the reporting period DUAFALO CITY was awarded 121 Air
Medals and two Purple Hearts, LtCol i'. ' . LLDRIDGE recelved the Vietnamese
Cross of Gallentrv for his actions on Operation ‘RIO GRANNE and ldajor C. R.
PEIRY received a Xorean Decoration for his actions in an emergency troop
insert in support of Korean Marines,

The following versomel received the PUPLi HoART:  iajor D. ki. BABITZ
PFC /. B. iLPKO

L. Civic Action. Lt. J. 1, PaGE, USN (iC), the squadron Flight Surgeon,
contlnued to devote his tlme to the?NLDcsl teans in their program at CU
L0 RS Island.

5. Sguadron Totals, Flight Hours 167548
Sorties | 4,831 @NGLA
lission (Complete 172 ¢ 89T R iy
Ccargo (tons) 1723.6 TTe—
Passengers/Troops 10836
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