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::: 0 Duri"'S "~.I"'.G mo'!th of i~~:,~.J.~ ~·C\ p165 sUD"iJo:eted fOle' !r.2.jor opa:.'= 
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':I:'l''.G piJots r.:~cl c::':':~.1"'1.~r11)el"s 0:1: l-f';"l' 1,~}.65 cor..tir't·a.n,y c1j st5.::,.:;d.8h~::l tbe~, 
sehrz~ "h:i.le ~'.l?'Cl't~ng t:i.esz J!I:.jc:;.' 0:r.~:;'~2t,j O::'lS. 

Dpri~ t~·:~ Mon';-J!1. o~ .Ap:"'i~. t~lZ s~.U2.cl.~on !'2:.irrt2r!.e,~C~ clz:?~,:r-tY!'~e~.t con~ 
t).!."t,a.1J~r f2.cerl S2eJ'1.;.11':;).f "'..'...ns'..'1""I'ouI'.tL'.1)lz ~~s·~i).cJ.es c-1.t'.e to the JJ' ok of 
~rt.s l:e:::("1 EO ':',0 ro:::.:9.:i.i"' t~1e BlIP '.11.1 Cl CIri'Y e i:;,~c:':"2.f·~,. :rc;.Ten '.!:!. th oJJ. tbese 
prob1,elr.s e.g2.~.!"'.St. tl'-3r:.~ the~r st,Ul me D.to,::;:>e1. to r:2.j,l'ti?in a const,a 7Jt e'.'C'.:iJ.n 
2.1)).Uty jf ~.2 (1,L"c~e:>·f~ ~0!:," (l.2,~'. T!lei!:'" cl.E~.::;3:1CC ta d.V.t~7 a.rId -...'_"t:i.!":i:nC; 
s<..:.c ;~5.r5,c zs c1U.I~j;'1g ~,):'.2 J.oP.~ 02..l"'.d hc,~'r1 lo-tou'''' -:;.::: :,(Jec1. to .r.,,-j.Dt:>.~.n ~h5 s 
a.,!cdJ.ChiJ.:i;!:.~r 2!l2.hlc(~. 3UFPl').i) CIl'Y '::'0 n:y }J58.6 i'Ugh.t ho:)]:''5 Ol'.:"j,n::;; 

th:i.s pe:rior.. C:i'1cZ [l,l"::-i 1Jj.!l3 j.V) J.f:t :,:i\,' i!'!. .'<:??ta:-:l1:::,; If,\i·;~165 hC'.s ~ccl.!­
)'!llJlc.tad 901:.9.9 E:L:;!,t h.ot~r·s u 
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I!1 sU.!J!JOi"t of 0para-t.:i.on T)~~<JOTO" in the pur T)A~Tr. 1".:;.':;!:>, BlW !"AI0 GJ:'!'Y 
logged 207.0 fJ5zht i:lOl'.rs ~ lift eel. 275.0 ton':; of cargo r.nd 1373 troo,s 0 .~. 
total of 610 sort:i.cs F8re flo:':n in St~ppor-'::. cf this Opera.:'ion. 

In st~pport of Opara tioC":'. BOm~;;;;,=)"pA.. DRIlGON ~ just r..o:;:-theast of (}Ui\lITG 
NGH.I alor.~ the ::!oast, B!.JF!:<'.dD CJ:TY logGed 7h.0 fliGht hollY's ~ Hftae1 35.3 
tons of care;o" a;:1d 98l:. -!:,rociJs. A total of 250 sort~_es -:·'are f1011!:'. :i.n 
suppo::'t 0:': -!:'!.li~ l")1)e7'~:\;t:i.on. -

!!1 support, of O:;:ere.tton m:IO)~!j in tl".e jlT{JJ LOC SO[II are""'; BUI:"t<'ALO CITY 
lO.'5~ed 91 0 6 flight 1'!Ot1rS, lifted 89.9 tons of cargo~ a.nel 251 t.x-oops. Il. 
tota.l of 223 so!:'ties ':rere flol!!). :i.11 support of this Ope:ca,t:i.on. 

In support of Operation S!-IH.' ')11}.?" least of HlIS/PHU .Bi~I, BlWF;~IO CITY 
logged 8l~.1:. fJ.igM hours, l::i.fted l..O. 9 tons of C 1?rE,o : a'.10 51:.? t!'oops. A 
total of 207 sorties ~!~!'e flo~''!l in Rl1.P'O!:'t of th:i.s O!Je)~a Eon. 

1 Ap:;~i1 1967. i:.~e.jor D. ilT. AND..:rt.'3U)!T 1.rith t,·!O 13UF/hiO CITY e.:i.rcraft 
de~rted ICY H,\. before su.n:dse on C),n er\e:::,~enc~T mission to 3'."?cvate tl"O 
l.rOl.mc!ecl. IT'anbe:rs of a Far:!.ne Recon teClr.1. The fJi6h:' :ce12de~1.r01.~sed uith 
t~'ro WWjIT"i)I!U UH=ll~' s e.nd t'"!o P~;h1GUn! A={:.' f3 a.nd p!'oceeo.8d to the l"Gcon 
team' f3 l')o':':i.t.ion ~t B~7?2395. Kp-I'ol'.te ensr.1Y Ere ~Je.S rece:i.tred from BS805 
1:.80 li b":-.t both 2.~.l"cra:-t esc<,ped. being hit end the £1 i .:;1:.:' :::cl'.ti.D'~ed. At 
th~ 1<:',nc1j ~g site J.<ajor ll.PDJ:.J't>'iOll! IJ!?d.e hif3 (I:l?proi:'ch e s ·t.he esr.ort ai:rcraft 
n.el: co'xex' to d:i.sco'-!!"'age any enemy acti'Iit~T. '!'he 'rou~.ded i;arb.8s an.d on~ 
IfC KIH. ,·rere J.oe.ded ebne.rd and rvshed to D2ITJi. Cor[rp;?,l~.y ~ :I!'il~st L~d.:i.cal Bn 
at ICY HI;. ~!here the i"'otmc1ed }~eceived ."'.uch neede0 a.ttentioi1 o The fJj.~ht 
then returned to ICY HA. 

3 Aprill96? .. F.a~or D. c. Hi:JJ.i led a fli3ht of 12 BUFF11.LO CITY c.ir~ 
crilft o:n. a. str:iJ<e to an e.~('ee a,pproxiIDatel~T 17 roiles southe2.'3t. of CHU 1."-1 
in suppo!'t of OperC'.t:i.on BOONE. - - A battB1ion of Kore8.:o. :;Ia,~j.j'1es :i.n con~ 
jtl...l1ctiol':'. HUh U. So j.!2.rines and AH"!:~I s had been s~·~ee~~.71G th:i.s e..rea fo:-C' 
the p:reviol'.s tno da.ys. Afte:(' the I(or'(,!27). i·Ie.roines had roea.chad thei!:' i..'!i= 
tie.l objectj."es;; the scheMe of !I'.a.!lt~A'.r~~' called for the J.~ BlW?AlO CITX 
air::raft to helo lift tl:e Koreaps t.o t.::o fle,a.):",2te J.al~.d~.J"l6 ?,ones loco.tee1. 

on the coE'st at. B~,?8783l:. apd H~792895. '·'P.ne t;"!e U. s. ~@,:('j.nes Br~c1. 
AiI.1ml s hele1 bJock:i.n~ l)ositiol".s:; the ICoreans ~.rm.0.c1. reverse thej.r' s'recp 
and a.tte!!'.pt to r.J.e£\r the 2':'eC· of the VF:7. CCNGo 

As 1ia201' trk~J.i..: led the fli3i1t into the first picku, ~one loce.t.ed a,t, 
B8?328L~O~ the KT.o]l1DIl~T~ TACH. cOl1troled the first of ma,ny f:i.xe0. ':Yin~ 
flights 1"~ho ~r::;::>ped the la'1din; ~one5. PincG the p:i.cku.:> ::o;one \·~e..s not big 
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enough for all a.ircra.ft~ the la.st t':!O dhrisions orbHed until the first 
tHO di1risions Fere loaded o Thei1. they besan their a.pproacl1. J:rnJned:i.a.tel~;· 
after J.e.no.iDG in tJ:e zone, Ca.pt2:in ~,. !J. pJl.YTOF :"'eported incom:Lng I:lorta.r 
fire but the troops ':!ere loE.eled a,nd the aircraft clirrhzcl. Ol,.t of tl1e 
pickup zone and Z'~,he~voused ,:·i.th the rest of the BUFi .• ::~ GJ:TY air~rafto 
AIJ. ait'craft rece:i.'recl. fL~'e a';J;:>ro<lchj.n:; fl.nd lea1rin;; the :12.clCl'.!:l '2Icne. i·;fl~ 
jor HEn..: the~~ proceeded to a!! a!'ea. off of th.G co?st to 2.,:.'2.:U:. the c2.11 
fr~.I'1 the :(r.mJDIK.~ TACj\ that the J.al".din~ zone ':ras rea.dy. ilftel" .rr.3.11-J7 a:i.r 
strikes the zone ,:.'as cOl,sidered read~l and l)!jor IBLI led the flight in 
otTer the coa.st j.n a colur.m of divisions. As soon as tloe e.'.,:~)~a.ft ~'~oss­
ed the cofl,st, intense enai]'1J7 fire t!2.s received fr-ol"1. 1;:le bOr:J1Jed o~,.t a:::-eas • 
.H.J.nost i,n1JT!ediately ~ the BUF?;\Tf) C J.7'I ell.nn.ers dro:?'~::;(1. r·cd. 5"101,<:: 2.nd l)e:-;a.n 
to return the fi,-~e ':':li1e the 1)ilots h:· ':·.1 to caD. o,-,t -She JosH,ions from 
~'!hich the fire l!aS be:i.n3 received. I '-'~.C:~J.~· the 1;L011'/ :JK~ 2SCr.··'ts :<:,oJ.led 
in on the enernJr !Jositions fix'ing th,:!i~ ~oc:c~ts 2.nd "1",-cl:~.T1e :-;'_"15. "'he 
BUF?AJD CITY fl.i.c;ht landed~ debark:;c'. th~ troo,.,s~ e.!'.d Ct~j.c':1:r (~-C.::.'t:::0 

for th~ pickt'.p r..one. Once 8o,':';e.in e.t the picku.~ ZOl'1e ene'Tl',T fire ~ <".5 re­
ceived but the rerr.aini.Ylg troops in t:1is zone ~.rcre picked t1.~. !iajor HELi 
aGain led the fli~ht, into tl~e dro:? zo)."'\.e e.;~d aGo.tn the i'liC;I;t ':re.s aet by 
a. he.ll of enanv bt'1.lets 0 The ener.;}T fi:ce tra.s 7'etu~''led 8on0. e.s soon as tI1e 
BUFFAiO CITY fl:i.g!lt cleared the landins zone~ fixed '~i~S ':rere a:;ain 1~sed 
to bo'C'h 2.nd st·C'e.fe t.he enet'W posHions o The troop lift ,:.ras better than 
on he,If compJ.ete. A cO.'Yl.I:!.and sroup ai1e' support in: ~.rea.pons '·'ere y.licked up 
from BS6?6850 by the first eight C).ircra.ft a!1d '::e):"e ta.ken to the f5_rst. 
J.ano.inz zone. 'Phis t~.1'le, hOl-·e'rel~..i the apprOiJ.ch to this 7,one 1,<:'5 varied 
to C'.i.ioj.d the C).reDs from ~.rhich the en2my fire had been recej.ved; bLlt e5 
the BUFr'Hr..o CJ'l'Y e.ircraft beSan their approa.ch, intal1se sm2,lJ c.rf.1S o.r~.d 
automatic ~.reapons fire HaS -recehr:::d.. Again the gUFF1~LO CITY GtIDtlarR re­
turned the :fire, 8one~ the halos ma.de it into tl:a zone. !'!fl.jo:: 1m;:1: is S H2.r­
craft uc.s hit three times~ FHh one round hittil'lg )_11 tl1~ nU!IlQeI' t"o e!1~ 
g~.r..e but the a:i.:rcl~aft j!!.ade t:,e lCl.ndins zone. !-1:i.s ere':' chief ~ .':)ergc~l.nt 
John lCUTl,lf;-{;i ra~eh"ed 2. lJuJ.let th:cough the arm, 2.rrl V-'lmer 1st ."eJ:'~-;ce.nt 
John Go SIT.u .. "2.s ,-,rounded by shrapnel. i·.ie8,nl·rhile I Lt J. i..':. !J)-\,~:':Y I fj 2,j.i'­

crc.ft had b~8n :.5:t:. fi,r::; times in his aTJproa.ch ·:'olmd:i.!'':; orce ;~2.:3t;8r·~8·:' 
cJ'."·iticalJ~r 0 fI.£,ter cl.:::ha:rkin..,; his troo!,s he ir:!l":led:i.a ta~:~7 de1)arter1. :['O~~ iIT 
HA tIhere madicaJ. facilities 1"ere avaiJ.a.ble. 1)t'.:,~.::r· t~.l.e s~cr-[-, amount of 
time tl'!8 8oircr~.ft ~rel:'e ~.n the zone iajor ffiTIii l 5 c':'e'·rmen t~e"e D5.cked \'.11 
by his 'ri!1.3l!'.a.'1~ Lt Co H. ;,rRl:,TI'TnlG~ C2.1d also re8(!c'r: cecl to Ai.Y I-iF.-. ~OE'~!'l.O'.! 
i·iajor rtTU:l'S cO-1)ilo'c. Lt D. L. S'J'i;:A -rF; Testa,ned ':;';:1ei::o 11t'!l!bec' t':;o en­
gine and 8. successf0 . liftoff frot!. the 12ne1.in3 zone ' ~as 2.CCoT.pUshec1 .• 
II!1J11edtatel,r after take off the r..l'J:1ber t~ro engine flarr..ed out encl. tbe e.t~ 
t€Jl!nted re;ta.rt ':ras unsuccessful. '1'1.18 aircraft va.s flo~'-'!l single el1~ir..e 
to CHU TAl uhere the battle de.mEl.gs Fag repa.ired. iiean'·rhUe the ai!'"C1~aft 
departed the la.no.ing zo~e a.nc1 received stilJ. more fir-e. Ca.pta.in 
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PAYTON's a1rcraft HaS hit :i.n a fu.el cell 8,nd ~!"as forced to OS,)e,rt for KY" 
HA stre9,TJ'1jJ1~ fuel. 

VajoY.' '~'. T. R!~1l..T) assWl'.ed com.f1nd. of the relT'.e,ining aircraft. and 
directed those remaj.ning to join ID.m 8.1:).0. Droceed to QUANG NGt~I fer fue1-. 
Out of thirteen Cl.:i.rcraft there '!:!e:rs nOl! only four left. ~he remaining 
nine 't'rere either forced out of the flight from battle da:m.2...:se or l!ere 
escorting damaGed aircro,ft back to KY RA.. Captain B. R. i!.ltSfiEY. he,d 
ta,ken. O'Jer the lead of those nine aircraft and informed lJia.jor l~D th.:,t 
he ~'!ould return. to the third pickup zone ui th all remair.ing aircraft the::. 

h2.d not been C1,amaged 2..fteX' ::'efueling at KY Hh.. 

Approx..i...mately one h8,lf hour leter,\> the rendezvous 1'!e,s effected and 
once aeain the BUF~'1'I,J..D CITY aircrc,ft no.,·r reduced ;[,0 seven retu.-rned to 
the battle. The! third pidmp zone c,!aS located at BS?29&h9 o,nd ~·~,s l~rge 
enou~h for all seven c,j):"craft. The Kore8,!')s-1'!ere loaded and the BUFiALO 
CITY aircraft dep3.X'ted. 1:r.i1e climbing out of this zone, enemy n?e l:aS 

agaln renej;lted B,nd. al.T.1ost eve~r gu .. nner tn the f1i~ht ret ll.'t'n£)d it D The 
eneIIIJT fire qu.i..ckly sul:>sided. During the ;?revious delaJT ~ the 1<:1 DNDJJC[:; 
'rAGA had e{ia:i.n called in air st.rikes to ne,ij~raliz.e the second 12,Dd~ :'1."; 

zone. As HO'.lor R.f,}lD brou~h.t the fli~ht in~ the ICTOnJlK.1:: a,j.rcra,ft mC'):,ked 
the zone and the BUFFA:LQ CITY a:i.rcraft be,n:an the5.r tl'1Jproach. The f:bced 
l·.r:i.ne: had J.eft most of the .?~rea. around the landin,n; ZO?'1.e :in flames but 
once aga:i.n intense e!::',erJy fire t-ras encoulltereo' Q Cal)tain fi>. D. CIi'Yl·!dH s 
aircraft 1'!e.s hit. One round. splat tared a,gainst CaptR~.n C.L!i.Y.l·jJl.l\:' s e,:rroor= 
ed seat~ slieht1;y l'rounding him in the leg '·rj.th shrapnel. Another ronnd 
caused e, Ct) gren?,de attached to the belt of one of the Ii.orefl.n l1fl.rines to 
explode.. BUs of shrapnel injured the gl'..D.ner, 8ergea,nt .1i. G. \!zt'.!)l'; and 
the Korean trooper 1·!a.S 2..1so seriously in,iv.ried. ImFediC'.tely th.e 2.ir­
craft 1"!2.S en'i?aln:p~d ~~:i.'t~~ the tear gas l'1mes. ~oneho'['! ca:ptcSn C:r·\.YP-\.lT 
t,:~c: h~.s C("n;J~.:.O~ G<.l.pt<..::_r !\'o E. JOHITr;OJ gct t.he aiY.'cNft ~.ntc tr..e zone 
and the t::'oops djJ:H::r::b2,zoh:ed o J~r ere,shin.::; U:eir eyes ont ~~it.h HC,ter obta,in­
ed from a c[.ntean~ both pilots eot the aircre,l't cut of thz la.ncl.ing zen::l 
a.na. back to lIT FA ~:herz aD. the ::Z'8t-! and the I{orean Ear:i.nz rccdved. at= 
tent,ion. 

Thj.s 12ft ~i8<jor 1l.:';aD l;ith sbc [-.',irc!'3,ft to cO'lplete the troc:? lift. 
Houever ~ 1:::; t;,t Go I-I. :lc,L)\T:ITJ.':G and Captain J 0 S. ROF:D:"'lH;.!R l:ho b.c,d. rctu:rr.ed 
·~o KY H1~ in t~:o of the da"'p'Eed a.ircraft arrived on the ncene ~;ith a re= 
p8.ir8d <'.i!:'c:",aft 5.n t~_~e to l-Jrin::; the totaJ. bB,ck up "::'0 s::wen for the 
fin~n l:c'.YC o The :"'<J";::i.nin~ troops ~Je!'e picked D.'J C1,nd ':ith the oyer pre" 
sent UH·,J.:<' Q,:.o:ozside J,[\,nderl, :i.n the zon~o TMs t:Lre o!:'),y Jj_~;ht fii.'s ~!1::,S 
cncountcl~edo '1'h5.5 COrrlTlJ.cted the TI'.issicn. Pi va hnncl!'ccl. oS.nr. fif*.~r=six 
Kore3,n !.~a:riDes hc..d bee;' lifted, eiGht of the tr.j.rte(;n RUFF4.J:;O CITY <1j.:r~ 
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craft received battle damage, t,·ro pilots and four cre~,'lIlen received minor 
injuries, and tl"lO passengers received critical injuries. The BUF.'FALO 
CITY aircraft accomplished the mission in the face of heavy enemy fire 
and deserve a well done. 

4 April 1967. On this date Hajor T. P. LOUGHEED briefed his flight 
of four CH~46A's for a ~~rine strike to be conducted at B56788910 The 
pickup zone for the troops Has landing zone llfA.GNOLIA. r~ajor I..,QUGHEED'S 
section manned aircraft and proceeded to the pickup zone uhile the 
second section led oy- Captain J. F. PLEVA 1'JaS slightly delC\yed in tak= 
ing off.. As a result, V.:ajor LOUGlGED' 5 section liJaS loaded and circling 
in the objective area as Captain PLEVA's section approached Iv.i.AGNOLIA for 
a supposed~y routine pickup. The troops aboard and ready to go, Captain 
PLEVA lifted and began a spiral climb to altitude. As the aircraft pas&­
ed through 500 feet the unexpected happened, and the section "Jas brought 
under heavy fire restuting in five hits to Captain PLEVA's aircraft o 

Despite the loss of a generator and one hydraulic flight boost system, 
the aircraft lJaS safely returned to T-1AGNOLIA. Regardless of these un.~ 
foreseen circumstances the three remaining aircraft rushed to the strike 
area ~·rhere a flight of DECEl,'lJ3ER A-4' s directed by KLOl\.1DIKT; 2-1 Has nou 
nearing complet::i.on of a preparatory air strike o Covered by Kl.Ql\1DIKE the 
flight made its landing t'rithout receiving fire o ¥!'3.jor l.QUGHEED then 
returned to ~mGNOLIA and loaded the troops from Captain PLEVA's stricken 
aircraft aboard his atm. He then returned to the strike zone , .. Jhere the 
under strength ground forces 1rJere no1r! br.ought to full strength. The 
flight then returned to KY HA, and later in the day the efforts of rnain­
tanence repair crel':" allo\ved the dONned aircraft to be flolh'll back to home 
base. 

6 April 19670 At 1725H on this date "tJord 1lJaS received by the Squad~· 
ron Operations Duty Officer that the squadron must send eight aircraft .. · 
on an emergency retraction of ro1C troops from BS769861. Three Korean 
Companies were to be removed before dark. Eight BUFFALO CITY aircraft 
were manned and in the air led by Najor T;'L To READ. Together uith 
!~HAIR 6-1 flight, the aircraft proceeded to the pickup coordinates. In 
the mean time,·several flights of A~4's t-rere busy destroying suspected 
enemy positiono Off shore U. S. Navy s"l"Jift boats Here ready to surpress 
any opposition the flight might encounter. KLOt.1DIKE 11-1 acted as TACA 
and guided the flight into its pickup zone on the beach.. The prepara­
tory fire ~\ra.s completed and the flight made its approach. Hajor READ' 5 

division closely tlJas followed by that of l,;:ajor Do C. HEL1. Fire lIas 
received from a village at BS775S62 but "tlTas silenced by the A-4's accu~ 
rate bombing. It took three trips into the pickup zone, each time under 
enemy fire

1 
but by night fall the lift had been completed successfully 
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with the Korean troops safely returned to positions uithin their TAOR .. 

7 April 19670 captain L. 1. PAYTON departed PHU BAI ~dth a flight 
of two BUFFALO CITY aircraft on an emergency resupply mission in support 
of Operation BIG HORN. The section l'ICI.S e~corted by two VI-iO-3 gunships~ 
OAKGATE 4-1 and 4=2. l'lith darkness sett]ing in and the ""'feather deteri= 
rating to a 400 foot ceiling uith tliJO miles visibility in haze~ the 
flight proceeded to the PILS~~R ISA at YD535327 to begin their resupply 
mission. Due to the hazardous weather conditions the flight was forced 
to fly at tree top level throughout the mission. Captain PAYTON's 
flight resupplied three positions from the PILSNER LSA at YD604383, YD 
600398, and YD612387.. The flight received enemy fire ,,!hile sitting in 
the zone at YD604383 but none of the aircraft "Tere hit by the enemy 
rounds. PILSNER had three more platoons that had to be resupplied at 
YD4,4l369, YD435359 and YD458355. Even though they were nOH in complete 
darkness in extremely hazardous weather, Captain PAYTON elected to con­
tinue the mission. The supplies ~rere picked up and the flight proceeded 
back into the foothills to attempt the resupply of the bel~red plat= 
oons. Once in the VIET CONG infested foothillsj Captain PAYTON realized 
that he had almost no fonrard visibility due to the darkness and 'Ir!eathero 

His only directions on obstructions in his path and the location of the 
landing zones came from his crew chief and gunner, Corporal R. A. DICK 
and J~nce Corporal S. Do HORNE. Both DICK and HORNE stuck their heads 
out of the sides of the aircraft and directed Captain PAYTON into the 
resupply zones and 'lrrerned him of all obstructions in his flight path. 
Only through their outstnading performance and diligence to duty was this 
mission able to be completed. v'!hile resupplying these three zones the 
flight was constantly hampered by sniper fire and Captain L. R. j-iEDLIN~ 
Captain PAYTON's ~dngman, received one hit in his rotor blades from the 
enemy fire. lIIith the emergency resupply completed» Captain PAYTON's 
flight proceeded back to PHU BAl and while enroute received constant sni~ 
per fire. OAKGATE 4=1 and 4=2 continually swept both sides of the flight 
and did an outstanding job of protecting the tvl0 BUFFALO CITY aircraft l> 

during the hazardous return trip to PHU BAl. Once back at PHU BAI, the 
entire flight received a hearty "1;le11 done" from PILSNER 6, the battalion 
Comw~nding Officer, for their devotion to duty in extremely hazardous 
weather conditions and the completion of their mission over seemingly 
impossible conditions. 

8 April 19670 Captain J. F. PLEVA departed KY HA lid th a flight of 
tll}'O BUFFALO CITY aircraft on a recon insertion at BT2790l5. Escorted by 
two KLO~~IKE gunships and two BLACK ACE F=4 I s, Captain PLEVA proceeded 
to the objective area with the tlrrelve Narines of ANTI FREEZE aboard his 
two aircraft o Due to heavy cloud cover Captain PLEVA had to pick his 
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l;lay into the area among the clouds over harsh mouniliin¢ous terrain. 
Once in the area the KLONDIIili gunships located tvl0 landing zones and 
went belot-! the 100 foot ceiling to mark them for Captain PLEVA's consid= 
eration as a landing zone. lr{ith the zones marked, Captain PLEVA Hent 
belol"! the overcast and advised the k'londikes that neither zone "<Tas 
acceptable to the ANTI FREEZE team leader but a third zone in a rice 
paddy area NaS completely acceptable for his mission. Since the landing 
zone ~'laS located in a notoriously hostile area ~ the KLONDIKES requested 
permission of the team leader to prep the zone to clear the area of any 
possible booby traps. 'The team leader agreed and KLONDIKE brought the 
BLACK ACE's dow from altitude to prep the zone o ltlith pin point accu~ 
racy and professional airmenship the BLACK ACE's cleared the landing 
zone of booby trapsj even though they had to Hork through a overcast of 
heavy clouds. Once the BLACK ACE's were clear of the area the KJ...oliJDIKES 
raked the zone uith machine gun fire and called for Captain PLEVA and 
Captain S. I.. HENNING to start their approaches. Descending through the 
overcast Captain PLEVA and Captain HEN1~NG spotted the marking smoke in 
the zone and land~d Hithout any problems although the rice paddy area 
1f<Tas located in a deep valley and bounded on all sides by tall trees and 
tot-rering mountains 0 Hi th ANTI FREEZE inserted and all secure, Captain 
PLEVA led his flight out of the area and returned to KY HA vuthout fur= 
ther incident. 

9 April 1967. With the completion of Operation DESOTO, BUFFALO CITY 
aircraft began returning Marines and cargo from the NUl DANG area. On 
thiG date tt"Jo GH=46A I S led by Major D. G. HEnI carried 66,700 pounds of 
cargo from BS8l5385 to the LST's vraiting off shore. Tt'relve trips be= 
teen the ship and the LSA were accomplished. ~ith a total flight time 
of over 10 hours~ the flight returned to KY HA. 

10 April 19670 Captain L. L. PAYTON departed PHD BAr on recon in= 
serts and extractions in support of III MJ\F. The section 1'laS escorted 
by tHO VHO-3 gunships, OAKGATE 4-1 and L~=2 throughout the mission. 
After one insertion -.;'ras completed successfully the flight returned to 
PHU BAr and picked up PRHlNESS I, a l:Iarine recon team o Captain pAYTONt s 
Wingman, IstLt S. S. HORRIS, ~'JaS going to handle the insertion and put 
the I1arines deep into VIET GONG infested territory at YD7350870 The 
insertion 1fIaS completed uithout incident but on takeoff, the unexpected 
happened. Lt NOJRIS' s number t1ITO engine quit, just as he 1'las clearing 
a ridgeline ~'Thich led to the river valley belot·!. Taking immediate 
action~ Lt MOPJ1IS attained his single en~ine airspeed and began jetti­
soning fuel. The aircraft still could not maintain altitude and Lt 
I'IDRc'TIS manuevered his aircraft into the river valley , .. here he l'ras able 
to maintain his altitude o Barely skimming the trees, Lt {iLORRIS began a 
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gentle 180 degree turn in order to head back out of the valley to\-rards 
PHD BAI and safety 0 After executing a perfectly level turn Nhile at a 
critical flight condition o Lt MOl~1IS headed for HUE flying about_lO~15 
feet over the river. The OAKliATl!; gunships s1-rept both sides of U !·J)J.luS 
in order to protect his aircraft. Captain PAY tUN immediately analysed 
the situation and realized that Lt HORRIS would have a difficult time 
navigating "Jhile coping 1>lith his single engine so he ranged back and 
forth about a mile ahead of Lt HORRIS picking out the best route and 
giving Lt IvLOHRlo directions back to PHU tlAI. Fuel was at a critical 
state for Lt HuillHS as he broke out of the foothills and spotted HUl!: 
Citadel airport, a little asphalt runway on the outskirts of the city of 
HUE. A single en~ine landins was accomplished vdthout incident and the 
aircraft '-Jas shut do~rno Once on the ground Lt l1IDHR1S vras advised by Arnw 
personnel that the area was completely unsecure and that the aircraft 
would have to be removed before nightfall. \Jith no chance of replacing 
the ensine before nightfall Lt MOItlIS decided to strip his aircraft co~ 
pletely do~m to-a minmum and attempt to fly the aircraft out on one en­
gine and back to the military installation at ?HU JJAl. Captain PAYTON 
returned to PHD ilJ~l for fuel 1~hile Lt HOR.'1.I~ and his cre1-r completely 
stripped the aircraft of all non essential equipment. Captain PAY1'UN 
returned "lith the needed fuel and they filled the aircraft "lith just a 
little more fuel than the trip to PHD BAI would require. Lt HumUS and 
his crew chief were the only people aboard the aircraft as they taxied 
to the end of the runway for takeoff. Lt MOHRIS added povler and began 
rolling down the runway trying to gain enough speed to attempt a takeoff. 
With only a feN feet left to the end of the runway, Lt MORlUS successful­
ly lifted off and barely cleared the trees at the field boundary. Once 
airborne Captain PAYTON again flet-J ahead of Lt HOlilW::i and picked out the 
best routes and direction to fly 0 Lt NO!lliIb 'I:-JaS able to obtain about 
100 feet of altitude and the flight proceeded down Highway 1 to PHU tiAI 
where Lt ~VRRIS executed another perfect single engine landing. Lt 
I~lirtlSls professional ability and calm courage throughout this mission 
enabled the aircraft to be returned safely to PHU HAl from an unsecure 
area 1-rhere the aircraft "laS subject to VHjT G01\lU sabotage and possible 
destruction. 

1:': April 1967. captain J o 1". PL1WA departed 1\.1 !iA with two BUf'1"ALu 
CITy aircraft for a retraction of B.lWl-'U::>'l', a Harine recon team, and the 
retraction of t1'IO emergency medevacs from lJUCliliILL, another Harine recon 
team. The section was escorted by two Vl-1>-6 gunships, KLONlJIKJ:!; 4=10 and 
4-11, throughout the mission.. 'ft.ro A-41 s from ~JAlT-12, PJ:!;l\lUUlllJ 4=1 and 
4-2, joined the flight while enroute to the objective area. Once in the 
area p CaIltain PLl!;VA successfully retracted the I:': I·Iarines at H.l:!iDPOS'l' 
from B5460914 without incident. ~fith Bl:!;Ul:'Otl'l' secure aboard his aircraft, 
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Captain PLEVA led the flight to BT2$6042 where the bro medevacs from 
DUCKBILL al'J"aited rescue. Captain PLEVA still had BEDPOST aboard his air­
craft so his inngman~ lstLt. S. S. VJOJ.RIS Nas going to attempt the diffi­
cult hoist rescue over a thick jungle canopy 0 Ehile the Kf...oll.l1)IKE gun­
ships provided air cover, Lt MORRIS made his approach and came to a 
hover just above the tree tops. The hoist 1'las lowered >-rhile DUCKBILL 
prepared the bro sick l{arines for their pickup.. Lt j\;TOHRIS hovered over 
the notorieously hostile enemy terrain for over five minutes \'!hile hois"to­
ing the ti'!O 11arines through the thick jungle canopy into the safety of 
his aircraft. The KLONDIKERS continually covered the area during the 
rescue. Finally Lt l'IORRIS, 1'lith the ti"!O medevacs aboard, lifted out of 
the zone and the flight returned to KY HA 11i.thout further incident. 

16 April 1967.. Captain S. D. ClAYW1.N launched with a flight of three 
BUFFAM CITY aircraft in response to a call for an emergency SPARRO'! HiI.~·:K 
insertion. The ten man reconnaissance team NIGHT STICKER I had come into 
contact 1'dth an enemy force, and sustaining casualties, had to be rein­
forced o Captain C!AYHAN loaded a reaction force of forty.~six men aboard 
his three aircraft, and escorted by m~IO-J gunships OAKGATE 2-1 and 2=2, 
proceeded to the location of the endangered recon team. After contact­
ing NIGHT STICKJ~R 1 for an appraisal of the immediate enemy situation, 
Captain C!AYIvIAN commenced his approach to the only suitablep though hard~ 
ly ideal., landing zone in the area. The zone 'trIas, in fact, a narrOl'T sand 
bar along a river vdth overhanging limbs and branches treacherously near .. 
The BUFFALO CITY flight executed three faultless approaches enabling the 
quick reaction force to rapidly debark and safely disperse. Upon being 
assured that the two lJ[arine units could merge forces uithout further 
assistance, Captain CV\.nJAN led his flight back to PHU BA10 

As the afternoon shadows lengthened, the tactical situ.ation became 
critical. The SpARRa: HAl'ili force had linked vlith NIGHT STICK3R l~ but 
being in continuous contact ruth the enem;v and impaired l'Jith the casual­
ties still among them~ the small unit realized the dangers they 1Ilould 
face over night so near to the suspected VIET CONG concentration.. lath 
still no definite need to launch, the BUFFALO CITY flight manned their 
aircraft at dusk in order to be immediately available should the need a­
rise o The call for an emergency retraction was soon in coming, and '\"JaS 
quickly ans1'Jered by the launch of Captain CLA'Y}1lili' s flight. In order to 
accomplish the lift of the recon team in addition to the SPARR01!'! HAFK 
force, four SUPERCHIEF aircraft took off from PHU BAI shortly after 
BUFFALO CITY had launched.. The OAKGATE gunships "rere in the area of the 
ground units, attempting to move them to a possible landing zone. Three 
of the SUPF.RCHIEF aircraft accomplished a pickup of the ten man NIGfIT 
STICKER 1 team vdth their casualties as the SPAR..."'lCJ;'" HK:K force tightened 
its diminishing defensive perimeterD By this time the weather had deter-
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iorated to 1400 feet overcast, completely closing off the top of the 
mountainous v.alley~ and no longer did any shreds of light remain. Had 
Captain CIAYHltN not realized the desparate tactical situation, nor been 
sure of the determination of his flight.9 he would not have allo~·red the 
retraction of the SPARRGJJ HAt·;X force to begin. The point designated as 
the landing zone was a bomb crater deep within the thick jungle foilage, 
and combined \'rith blackness of night, hazardous ltreather and imminent 
enemy fire, demaned the highest caliber of airmanship from the deter­
mined pilots of the large H-46 transport helicopters. Since the zone 
was scarcely large enough for one BUFFALO CITY aircraft, Captain CLAY~~N 
started his helicopter down alone. His approach dot~ the mountainside 
and around trees "lrJas successful due to his efforts combined 1-lith the 
admirable job of the SpARRO\lu HAT.,,1( force leader of IItalking him intI 0 

Captain CLil.TIVUi.N lifted out of the zone ,dth 15 troops aboard and 1-.raS 

almost immediately taken under fire by an enemy positione Captain 
CLA.YlIiAN made evasive manuevers as best he could 1d.th his heavily loaded 
helicopter as his starboard gunner pounded out suppressive .50 caliber 
fire 0 Undetered, Major J. J o THARP, piloting the second BUFFALO CITY 
aircraft, commenced his approach concurrent ",rith Captain CUUIAN' s lift 
out. Major THARP called for a marking of the undistinguishable zone, and 
the SPARRO"Vl 1-IA1'2K force ans1.rTered l'-Tith an illumination grenade. The light 
flickered out as Major THARP "Jas on final approach.9 and he ~Tas forced to 
continue relying strictly on his air sense. Major THARP unavoidably 
missed the confining zone by only a few feet, but that slight margin "lrTas 
enough to allow the dense surrounding growth to do damage to all three 
of the helicopter's fO~iard rotor blades. Bound by his determination, 
Major THARP lifted off for a second approach, this time guided by a weak 
flashlight next to the bomb crater. After a preCise approach to the 
exact spot~ :Major THARP l'TaS ready to leave with 15 more of the SPARRO'ifT 
HA\~ force. The third BUFFALO CITY aircraft, in the hands of Captain J. 
B. SRANEK, vras in a position to start its approach simultaneously i·rith 
the takeoff of Hajor THARP's" The second aircraft also drevJ fire while 
flying do\~ the shrouded valley, and its starboard gunner returned 
several accurate machine gun bursts. Undaunted. j Captain SRAMEK continu­
ed his tight spiral down to the shrinking defensive position. The third 
aircraft NaS also guided to the small zone by' glo1iT of a flashlight~ All 
of the remaining 16 troops gratefully i1ithdrew into the last H-46jl vThich 
was soon launched back into the aire The persistant enemy position 
again spoke out 1:Tith automatic fire y but Nas soon silent after Captain 
SRAIviEK ordered his starboard gunner to lash back 1<Jtth his .machine guno 
Captain CLAYHAN reorganized his flight, and skirting lovI clouds, he led 
it safely back to PHU BAlo 

17 April 1967. At 1730H on this date BUFFALO CITY received an urgent 
call to launch the SPARROI'! HAhfK for the emergency retraction at BENNING­
TON, a 23 man 1o1arine recon team at BT272114. Hithin fifteen minutes of 
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receiving the call Captain J. F. PLEVA tras airborne "I'd th his flight of 
tvTO CH~46A1S and enroute to the objective area for the rescue of the be~ 
seiged l'1arines. 'fI-ro \l}'IO~6 gunships ~ KLONDIKE 4~ 3 and 4..J4 , joined Capt~ 
ain PLEVA ':Jhi1e enroute to BENNINGTON'S position. Picking their l·ray 
through the hea\~ cloud cover and fighting the on coming darkness, the 
flight arrived over BENNINGTON'S position. A hole "ras found in the 
clouds; and with the tl"l'O KLONDIKE'S on his l'Jing, Captain PLEVA descended 
through the clouds on his approach while his wingman~ Captain S. D. 
ClAYflfAN orbited in a small clear area. Enemy fire Has received as the 
flight broke out underneath the lOllT hanging clouds end the KLOliIDIK~ 
immediately lashed back 1'lith suppressive fire o Captain PLEVA landed in 
the rough terrain and picked up the first half of the recon team. lrJhi1e 
the KWNDIlili::> continually hammering the enemy positions~ Captain PJ...EVA 
continued his climb to altitude as Captain C~lY~~N began his approaCh. 
By this time the insurgent VIET CUNG had lost their taste for battle and 
Captain CIAnJAN picked up the remaining t:roops Hithout incident. The 
flieht proceeded to landing zone QUAIL in the gathering darkness and 
dropped off the grateful Marines of BENruINGTON. Captain PLBVA led his 
section back to KY HA after the professional completiorr of another mis­
sion for BUltl'-ALO CITY 0 

18 April 1967.. Uhile deployed to HUE/PHD }3;,.I in support of HAG-165J 
Eajor C. R~ PERRY launched lJith tlrfO BUFFALO CITY aircraft to insert a 
recon team" V:ith t1.V"Q OAKGATE UN-lEI s and a section of FAG}!; CUT and 
BLitCK ACE F~41 s in support ~ :/-'fajor PERRY proceeded to YD515220 uhere 
fu:'IBRIDG£ Has to be inserted. The landing zone 1-rhich \'-Jas selected l-ras at 
the top of a 2000 foot mountain and \-raS covered "rith small trees, tall 
grass, and many rocks and stumps 0 The OAKGATE TACA called in the fixed 
Ning lrJhich Here armed ~d th DAISY CUTTERS and they blasted an acceptable 
landing zone. liIajor PEERY then made a precision approach to the top of 
the hill and successfully inserted AHBRIDGE. After determing that the 
team lIaS secure~ Major PERRY and his lvingman returned to Hlf.e7PHU BAI .. 

19 April 19670 At 1700H~ }~ajor C. R. PEHRY and his Hingman Captain 
SoL. I:IENNING departed from PHU BAr to lvll1jAF to join BONNIE SUE and I'lOHAIR 
on an emergency extraction of an ARVN company and their American advisors. 
A total of 12 CH-46 , s, six UH=lE's and four fixed 1'ling 't-Jere scrambled to 
rescue this company lIhich had been in heavy contact \-rith the VIET CONG 
all day. 

As the Heather deteriorated, the flight proceeded to ZC02S6SS vhere 
the Company had set up a defense around a small single plane zoneo An 
O~lC ~1hich ~oJas in contact ';!ith the ARVN Company took over control of 
the air-cra.ft and began to direct the CH-46 i s into the landing zone. The 
la.nding zone "ras on the side of a mountain in a. narrON valley and since 
the ceiling had no.'! dropped to 500 feet above the Ground, the helos 
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l\fere forced to orbit in a small confined area while vraiting to be called 
into the landing zone. Enemy fire lllaS taken i\)'hile in the orbit and the 
helo gunners returned it but vlith unknolifn results. By the time Hajor 
PERRY and captain HENNI1.1G vJho "vere the last two aircraft to land in the 
zone i'lere called into the landing zone their fuel states had become 
critical" Najor PERRY received fire and Nas hit both entering and leav­
ing the small landing zone. vtith Captain HENlI:"ING's pickup, the estrac­
tion was complete and the flight made its 1,llay back to the Ji-iMAF 0 After 
landing, ~.1ajor PERtlY discovered that one of his control cables had been 
almost completely shot away. The aircraft 1vas no longer flyable and 
l1ajor PERRY's section spent the night at the Nilfil.F. A total of 170 ARVN5 
and their American Advisors were rescued under hazardous flying conditions 
in the face of strong enemy resistance. 

21 April 1967. At 2325H Major Do N. A1mERSON and Captain C. H. MA1~L 
ING were called to retract CRANKCASE. A recon team located at BT132058 0 

Major ANDERSON i'JaS escorted to the pickup zone by KLONDIKE 4-12 and 4-13. 
Also on the scene 1;ras SPOOKY, a flare ship. After contact 1-]as made 1:lith 
CRANKCASE, it 'tc!as determined that the team vJOuld have to be picked up 
with the hoist since they had one KIA and could not move to a better 
zone because of the enemy situationo As clouds beg~n to form over the 
pickup zone, ri.lajor ANDERSON began to hoist the team out. After picking 
up seven people Hajor MIDERSON departed for landing zone QUAIL since he 
i'JaS low' on fueL Captain MANNING then hoisted the last three men out of 
the zone. By this time the cloud deck had lowered but the pickup 1vaS 
successful. ~":ith the KLONDIKE aircraft escorting captain HANNING, an 
uneventful flight ~]as made to landing zone QUAIL and then to KY HAo 

21 April 1967 e Major D. C. HED'!! departed KY HA 'l'Jith four BUFFALO 
CITY aircraft for an emergency troop insertion at BTI030. The 301 Marines 
that BUFFALO CITY lifted into the zone l'Jere picked up from landing zone 
COBRA and CARDINAL in the CHU LAI area. Seven CLIP CLOP H-34 I S from 
~{=1362 were also engaged in the lift and four m~-6 gunships were fly­
ing cover over the landing zone and directing air strikes on the ene~ 
positions 0 On the second trip into the landing zone, Najor HEIWs flight 
received enemy fire from BT097307 and the KLO~~IKES rolled in on the 
enemy position to suppress the fire. While enroute to the landing zone 
on the 5th and last trip~ Lt R. H. DALBEY, flying another aircraft in 
the flight, lost one of his engines about 3 miles tv-est of TJ.\lvI KY. "'!hile 
dumping fuel he proceeded directly to TAN KY with Lt D. A. LIlI~QUIST 
flying on his i,ring in case he encountered any difficulty. Major HEIH 
orbited clear with the remaining BUFFALO CITY aircraft as Lt DAJ..BEY made 
a sucessful landing outside of the Provincial Headquarters at Tfi}.i KY 0 

Insuring that he .vas no longer needed, Lt LINDQUIST rejoined l'lajor HEIM 
and the three remaining BUFFALO CITY aircraft proceeded to the landing 
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zone. Enemy fire vJaS received again while on approach and take~off. 
This resulted in Lt LINDQUIST's aircraft being struck by one enemy round 
causing limited damage to the fuselage. Major HEn~ led the flight back 
to TAM KY '"ihere he picked up the troops from Lt DALBEY's aircraft. 
Uhile Hajor HEIl,I and his uingman proceeded back to the landing zone, Lt 
DALBEY had his aircraft stripped of all the vreight possible and had it 
loaded aboard Lt LINDQUIST's aircraft4 Major HEIH completed his last 
lift into the zone in complete darkness and was then diverted on an 
emergency retraction by LANDSHARK IIAn and proceeded directly to the area. 
lIieanN'hile Lt DALBEY had completed the trc:.nsfer of all unnecessary 11Teight 
to Lt LINDQUIST aircraft and was ready to attempt a single engine take­
off in complete darkness. Lt DALBEY had to abort his first attempt be­
cause he couldn't obtain enough altitude to clear to obstructions in his 
path. On Lt DALBEY's second attempt he cleared the obstruction and 
successfully lifted out of the zone o l"rith Lt LINDQUIST on his "ring, Lt 
DALBEY nursed the aircraft back to KY HA and a successful landing. Lt 
DALBEY's actions this night enabled the aircraft to be returned from an 
unsecure area and the danger of enemy sabotage to the security of his 
home field. This also precluded the problems envolved '"rith lifting a 
maintenance crew into the area and repairing the aircraft in the field. 

At 1820H on this date three BUFFALO CITY aircraft led by Hajor H"o T. 
READ, were recalled from a mission in support of the IvJACV Special Oper­
ations Group at PHU BAr to NARBLE NOUNTAIN to participate in an emergency 
troop lift as a part of Operation UNION. The mission \"laS to pick up 
troops at landing "zone 411, BTI04584, and transport them to a zone at 
BT0342970 The flight was able to make only tl"JO trips betlJeen these 
positions prior to 23.30H due to enemY fire, adverse 1'Jeather, and diffi­
culty locating the landing zone. Bad weather plus fogging vIindshields 
made further trips seem unacceptably hazardous, so the flight leader de~ 
cided to return to IviARBLE J!IOUNTAIN. At 0030H the mission was declared 
mandator,y and the flight again launched into the darkness. This time 
troops 11ere to be picked up at landing zone 412. As the flight approach~ 
ed the pickup zone the enemy directed e50 caliber fire at our aircraft~ 
but despite the enemy's efforts, the pickup was accomplished. Enroute 
the flight tJaS again taken under fire. The BUFFAlO CITY gunners returned 
this fire and the aircraft escaped being hit. After another round trip, 
the mission was completed. The flight then performed an emergency med­
evac from a nearby landing zone prior to returning to HARBLE 11OUIilTAIN. 

22 April 1967. Fhile on the above emergency troop movement, three 
BUFFALO CITY aircraft were diverted to conduct an emergency medevac 
mission. Eleven wounded ~~rines needed to be evacuated immediatelyo The 
flight under the leadership of r.:ajor 1;. T. ~iEAD rushed to the landing 
zone where the pickup v~s to be made o Initially only the lead aircraft 
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,~s thought to be required so the other two orbited. Approaching the 
zone, the aircraft 'Vere brought under fire from positions north, south 
and west of the zone. Once on the ground some of the wounded were loaded 
aboard, but there ~s not room for all on board. The second H-46 flown 
by IstLt R. E. P~RCE braved the fire and came into the landing zone for 
the remainder. Once all 1"Jounded 1I'!ere aboard, the aircraft lifted again 
into the hail of enemy fire. The enemy was taken under fire by the 
ground ~r~~ps along with the BUFFALO CITY gunners ~nd the escorting UH­
IE's, D~CK 5-3 and 5=4. The flight escaped ,.rithout taking a hit. The 
'-rounded vrere taken to the Chief Ford Hospital ~jhere they received much 
needed medical attention. 

23 April 1967. r,rajor Co R. PERI1Y "Jith three BUFFALO CUY aircraft 
joined BONIUE SUE, NOR~BROOKE' and 140HAIR on a troop lift on Operation 
SHAV~1\1EE. Three Battal ions of Marines and ARVNS supported by Engineers 
were lifted from seve al landing zones north1oJest of the city of HUE. The 
Eneineers with a security force l'Jere debarked at YD495155 and YD445133. 
lfhile the Engineers improved the landing zones, the helos continued to 
build up the troop concertrations in each zone o By nitefall after six 
hours of flying, all but one company had been lifted to landing zone CROH 
(YD445153). The lift to landing zone BUZZARD (YD445155) had pro0ressea 
about as far. The flight then returned to HUE/PHD BAl. The lift was 
completed the next morning. 

24 April 1967. At 0145H Major T. P. LOUGHEED Lanuched ,.dth two 
BUFFALO CITY aircraft on an emergency ammo resupply from landing zone 22 
outside of DA KANG to BT023345. This was is support of Operation UNION. 
A total of 15~600 pounds of ammo were hauled. 

25 April 1967. vlhile working in support of Operation SH.A)~NEE, Captain 
IT. D. Kil.IAS was called upon by an OAKGATE UH-lE to provide machine gun 
cover around a do"med helicopter located at YD5592630 vJhile making gun 
runs, Captain KALAS encountered intense enemy fire with the result that 
Corporal H. A. GARCIA lJaS vrounded in the left wrist and forearm. Capt~ 
ain lViLAS immediately proceeded to PHU BAI ,'Jhere medical facilities were 
available. Later Captain G. H. DIhCONT joined a BONNIE SUE flight and 
inserted troops around the dmmed helo. 

26 April 1967. Najor C. R. PERRY departed landing zone FICH at DA 
NANG with COUNTERSIGN, a 10 man l1arine recon team, aboard his t'l!Jo BUFFALO 
CITY aircraft. The section was escorted on the mission by two m10-2 gun­
ships and t,-ro A-4' 5 from MAG-13, and 'vould insert GOUNTZRSIGN at YC942648. 
l,fhile enroute to the destination, the recon team leader advised lifajor 
PERRY that they "Tere going farther ''''est than any of the previous recon 
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teams had been and he didn 1t knoVl ltJhat to expect. Once over the objec­
tive area, the landing zone was located and Major PERRY commenced his 
approach and landed \dthout incident in the tall elephant grass. Jl1ajor 
PERRY debarked the first half of COUNTERSIGN, the remainder being aboard 
his wingman 1 s aircraft, and commenced his climb back to altitude. Ehile 
climbing out 11ajor PERRY thought he heard firing and this 1,,10.5 im-nediat­
ely confirmed by the team leader. He reported heavy incoming enemy fire 
and requested an immediate emergency retraction. Najor PERRY, realising 
the seriousness of the situation, commenced another approach lttithout the 
benefit of suppressive fire from the orbiting DEADLOCK UH-IE l so Enemy 
fire vias nO"l"l directed at l·1ajor PERRY's aircraft resulting in one hit in 
an aft rotor blade. Ilfajor PERRY's gurmer and crewchief spoke back 'trith 
their .50 caliber machine guns and continued their attack on the enemy 
positions throughout the approach and landing. The grateful recon me~ 
bers climbed aboard Major PERRY's aircraft, and with both .50 caliber 
blazing he lifted out of the zone. Once back at altitude Major PERRY 
led his flight back to landing zone FINCH and dropped off COUNTERSIGN. 

27 April 1967. Major D. N. ANDER..SON departed KY HA '-lith two BUFFALO 
CITY aircraft to insert blO recon teams. The first team, DUCKBILL, vlaS 
to be inserted at BT133204. '\"Jith KIDNDlKE 4-6 and 4-7 controlling the 
fixed "ring escort. Hajor ANDERSON landed at the selected point and de­
barked the recon team. Major AN~rJRSON then led his section back to land­
ing zone QUAIL lihere BEDPOST lvaS picked up. Enroute to BT357028 1J"here 
the team l'IaS to be inserted, the fixed vling vIere relieved on station by 
another section. Once again, the recon team 1"laS successfully inserted 
and after conducting an aerial recon of BS4290, BT3300, and BT270l, the 
flight returned to KY HAo 

28 April 19670 Major T. P. LOUGHEED led four BUFFALO CITY aircraft 
to PHU BAI to support Operation SHl1.1:":NEE. A total of 28 flight hours 
were flo'~ while shuttling troops and cargo in the operation area. 

i!..9 April 1967. 1AThile on a resupply mission from TM·1 KY to BT080236~ 
captain C. H. J.viANNING and Captain R. T. Sli:EA received enemy small arms 
fire o Zach aircraft NaS hit with one round and Sergeant~'r. C. DRAKE and 
Corporal M. L. THOHPSON received minor vrounds when struck by shrapnel .. 

part III 

1.. Personnel. During this reporting period BUFFALO CITY joined five 
new officers and transferred three officers which brought the squadron 
to 53 officers and 194 enlisted personnelo captain P. C. HARRINGTON, 
Captain C. H. BILITHIER, 2ndLt of. J. HODlJE and Ci:IO C. N. YARRINGTON 
joined the squadron from the 2ndl~t\\·:. lstI,t T. V[. HUIvJl·lEL joined the 
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squadron from the 3rdHAV. I1ajor C. 1". LEi/ITS '\tras detached from the squad­
ron to I·JAD Pensclcola on a Humanitarian Transfer. Hajor D. M. BABITZ dE? 
parted the squadron to join'I~G-36 and 2ndLt SUTTER departed the squad­
ron to join ffi'lH-362. 

2. Casualties. During this reporting period captain S. D. CLAYBAN, Capt­
ain K. H. JOHNSON, Sergeant R. G. VERDE, Sergeant D. L. ~':ILSON and 1st 
Sergeant J. G. SILVA liTere slightly ,-rounded on 3 April 1967 and all have 
been returned to duty.. Sergeant J. KUT1.1EY '!:Ias also vlOunded on 3 April 
1967 but is still aboard the hospital ship REPOSE recovering from his 
'!:!Ounds. Sergeant S. L. CORFIEID vJas slightly ''lounded by shrapnel on 4 
April 1967 • Corporal E. A. GARCIA was ,·rounded on 25 April 1967 and is 
still in ALPHA Med at PHU BAI recovering from his "rounds. Sergeant ~j. G. 
DRAKE and Corporal H. L. THOHPSON vTere slightly wounded by shrapnel on 
29 April 1967 and both have returned to duty. This '!::a.s the second time 
Sergeant DRAKE has been 't1ounded during this tour of duty. 

3.. Auards. During this reporting period BUFFALO CITX ivaS at·rarded 170 
Air Medals and 10 Purple Hearts. Captain I'!. D. Ki'VI.::! received the 
Distingguished Flying Cross for his actions during an emergency night 
rnedevac and Captain J. Q. NEShITH, Jr., received citation from the Korean 
forces for his actions during an emergency night troop insertion. Corp~ 
oral R. A. DICK, Sergeant H. R. BURGES::! and Corporal R. E. ROTH received 
the Navy Conunendation Hedal for their actions during an emergency night 
troop retraction. 

The following personnel received the Purple Heart: 

Captain S. D. ClAYl'iAN 
Captain K. H. JOHNSON 
IstSgt J. G. ~ILVA 
Sgt R. G. VERD.!:!: 
Sgt J. KUTNEY 
Sgt D. L. CILSON 
Sgt S. 1. CORFIEID 
Sgt 1ll 0 G. DRAKE (2nd A't-rard) 
Cpl iSo A. GAHCIA 
Cpl 1'1. L. THONPSON 

4. £i:lGc Action. Lt J. 1"1.0 f'lI.GE, USN (HC), the squadron Flight Surgeon 
continued to devote· his spare time to the HEDCAP teams in their program 
at CU LAO RE Island. 
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