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3., Averipa rensthe OFF 50 T 291

be Tmmortenmt Visiters: Major Ceneral T, 3. RORENTRHA s chosrd on
30 Anril 1967 for the Shanne of Conrtnd F°“=Mﬂﬂv “hza ThCol John v
REALTS assured cormand of H1v=165 uVo“ T5Cod T e BTN, y“mo"
Generel MNRIRTSHN  addressad the oificers ond men of tha squadron “efore
leaving Tor 1i0=36 Meedruerta~s Lo nvo<ﬁnt arerds to U’rn36 personnel,
Paxh T

o, During the month of April, H.i=165 supnorted fowr mejor oper=
ations agtinst the imsurgent VT T CONC forces., In the sumport cf these
operdtions tha BIFYATQ ey flicht leadars 1zr2 constrtly callcod upon
to nrovids the venguard for 4he medor sthrilea in their objeetivrs arees
mLe"pilots e~d ercimerbers of Hub =165 contimeally distinguished then-
selvas vhile summerting tihese rjer onereticns.

Duping 4h2 mopth of April the scuedron meinterencs depir
tinvally faced seemingly unsurmourtehle o‘:swcleq due to the l2ck of
DATLS readed o renaip the BUF "ald CITY eireweft, Twen rith 211 these
3vob7ews egeinst them, the" still mene~ed to reintain a comstant aveile
ehililty of 12 aircraft ner dgy, Th0ﬂ“ dilinence to duty and wntiring
Sucﬁ1f10°s dUVWHﬂ Tho 1or" wd hc“d nours 13?d°d to raintain this
tnls Du?lod. \Wﬂr= arriring in lqc A
mileted 904.9,9 £lizht hours,

LS.

in Sentenhcr., Hi-165 hes Zceus
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In sunport of Operation NESOTO, in the NUT NANG erza, BUFCSATD GITY
logged 207.0 flight hours, lifted 275.0 tons of carge eénd 1373 troons. A
total of 610 sorties vzre flovm in suvppor: ¢f this Oneration.

In support of Nperation BOOLE/3FA DRAGON, just rovtheast of QUANG
NGal alors the coast, BUFFI0Q CITY logmed 74,0 flight hours; 1ifted 35.3
tons of cargo, and 984 trocps., A total of 250 sorties rere flom in
support of this Oneraiion,

Tn support, of Omeretion UKION, in ©
lozged 91,6 flight hours, lifted 89,9 t
2) )
total of 223 sorties were flom in supp

he MUT 10C SON ars2, BUF+Al0 CITY
ons of cargo, and 251 troops, A
ort of this Operation,

Tn suppert of Operation SHA TR, west of HUR/PHU Bul, BUFFAIQ CITY
logged 8L,.L flight hours, lifted 20,9 tons of ecérgo, and 5.7 +tiroops, A
total of 207 sorties 'rzre flo'm in svpnomt of this Operation,

b, OPLTATIONAT, HIGHTIGHTS

1 April 1967. iejor D. W. AND-RSON writh twro BUFARL) CITY eircraft
demarted XY HA before sunvise on @n emergency mission to erievdte tiro
1younded members of a larine Recon team, The flisht rendezvoused with
tro KLONDIKSE UH-1W's and two PRNGUIN A-4!s and proceedad to the recon
team!s nosition @+ BS772395. Fnroute enemy fire was received from BI805
480, but both aircra’t escaped being hit and the flight centinued, At
tha landing site lajor ANDERSOW made his approzch @s the escort aircraft
flerr cover to discourdze any enemy activity, The "rounded Harines and on2
V¢ KIa vere loaded 2board and rushed to DEITa Compary, First Ledical Bn
at XY He -there the vounded received ruch needed attention, The flight
then returned to KY HA,

3 April 1967, lajor D, C. HEli led 2 flight of 12 BUFFALD CITY aire
eraft on & strike to an &ree approximately 17 miles southeist of CHU LT
in support of Operation BOONE, A battalion of Korefn ilarines in con-
junction mith U. S. ierines and ARVil's had been sweerning this area for
the previovs two days, After the Koreen irrines had regched their inie
tial objectives, the scheme of mamuevar called for the 12 BUFFALQ CITY
aireraft to helo 1ift the Koreers to 110 separéte landing mones located
on the co2st at BS78783L and B3792895, TVhile the U. 5. iRrines and
ARVN's held blockinz mositions, the Koreans ould reverse their siecp
and atterpt to cledr the are2 of the VIZT CONG,

As lajor HRIL led the flignt into the first pickup 7one located at
BS732840, the KIONDIKE TACA controled the first of meny fixed wing .
flights vho nrenped the lending zones, ince the pickup zone vas not big
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enough for all aireraft, the last t'o divisions orbited until the first
tio divisions vere lodded, Then they began their amproach, Imnediately
after lending in the zone, faptgin I. T. PAYTON reported incaming mortar
fire but the troog; rere lotded and the aiveraft climbad ouvt of the
pickup zone and ridezvoused with the rest of the BUFF..D0 CITY eircraft,
A1l airvcraft received fire annrodching and leawin; the oickun Zene, Ii@-
jor HEZTl then proceeded to an ared off of the coast to 2r&it the call
from the XTONDIKZ TACA that the larding Zone '@s ready, After many air
strikes the zone '72s considered ready and lLajor Hilll led the flight in
over the codst in & colum of divisions, As soon a&s the ai.ccraft cross-
eG¢ the coast, intense eneary fire 1725 received from the bombed out areas,
almost immediately, the BUFFATO CITY punners dronrcd red smoke and hesén
to return the fire while the nilots bz 'a to e2ll ovt the Hositions from
vhich the fire was besing received, uicil: the KIOMTKY escets rolled
in on the enemy nositions firing thzir —ocicets and m2chine 7ms, "“he
BUFFATO CITY flight landed, debarkzd thz troons, ard cuichlr cdo-~irte

for the nickup zone. Once azein at the nickun zore enemy {irs "©s Te=
ceived but the remaining troops in this zone vrere picked un, iijor HELI
arain led the flight into tihe drop zone and 2gain the flight w2e met by
& heil of enemy bullets., The eneny fire vas returned and &s soon as the
BUFFALQ CITY flight cleared the landing zone, fixed ring were 2gein nsed
to borh end strafe the enemy positions. The troop 1ift "ras batter than
on half complete. A command group and supporting 'redpons 'rere nicked up
from BS676850 by the first eight aircraft and were taken to the first
landins zone, This time, hotrever, the approach to this 7one vas varied
to avoid the areas from trhich the enamy fire had been received; but és
the BUFFaTQ CTTY aircraft began their approéch, intense sm2)l arns and
automatic eapons fire 1@s received, /Again the 3WFFALO CITY junners re-
turned the fire, and the helos made it into the zone, i2jor HIIl's air-
craft w@s hit three times, trith one round hitting in the number t'ro en=
gine but the aircraft made the landing zone, Fis crev chief, Sergeant
John KUTITGY, received a bullet through the arm, ard gimner lst Sergeant
John G, SITV. -2s wounded by shrapnel, kiednvhile,lit 2. w, war3ifls air-
eraft had baen hit five times in his anproach woundirs one »&ssen ov
critically, After deharking his troons he immediately demarted for XY
HA vhere medical facilities were available, Duminr the short amount, of
time the aircraft were in the zone iajor Hilil's crevmen vere nicked vp
by his wingmen, Ti C, H. WAWTING,; and also medew: ced to nY Hr, Somehov
iajor HEli's co-milot. It D. L. STE AT, resterted Hheir mumber tio 0=
gine and 2 successfui 1iftoff from the londing zone as Zccorplished.
Immedjately after take off the rurber tuo engine flamed ouvh end the at-
tempted restart was unsuccessful. The aircraft vas flovm single engine
to CHU IAT vhere the battle damege vas repdired, lleantthile the aircraft
departed the landing zone and received still more fire, Captain
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PAYTON's aircraft was hit in a fuel cell end was forced to denart for KY
HA streaming fuel, '

Hajor ' T. READ assumed command of the rem2ining aircreft and
directed those rem2ining to join him and proceed 4o QUANG NGAT feor fuel,
Out of thirteen aircraft there were now only four left, The rem2ining
nine wWere either forced out of the flight from battle damage or were
escorting damapged aircraft back to KY Ha, Captain B. R. 1a3SSEY hed
taken over the lead of those mine acircraft and informed 2 jor RiAD thot
he would return to the third pickun zene with 21l remaining aircraft thal

had not been dameged after refueling 2t KY Ha,

Approximately one half hour later, the rendezvous was effected and
once 2gain the BUFral0 CITY aircraft now reduced Lo ceven rveturned to
the battle., The third vickup zone was located at BS7296.90 ond s large
enough for 2all seven &ircrait, The Koreangwere loaded and the BUFLSAID
CITY aircraft departed. ''hile climbing out of this gzone, enemy fire vas
again received and almost everr gumwer in the flicht returned it. The
enemy fire quickly subsided. During the nrevious delay, the KIONDIK®
TACA bhad again ca2lled in air strikes to nedd@iralize the second londine
zZone, As Mejor REaD brousht the flizht in, the KTQIDIKE aircraft morked
the zone and the BUFFAIQ CITY aircraft beran their anproach, The fixed
wing had left most of the ared around the landing zone in flames but
once aszain intense enemy fire was encountered, Gantain S. N, ClaYhali's
aircraft wes hit, One round splaettered against Captain CLuYLAN'S 2rmore
ed seat, slightly wounding him in the leg 'rith shrapnel, Another round
caused & OS5 grenade attached to the belt of one of the Korean iforines to
explode, Bits of shrapnel injured the gunner, Sergeant K. G. VitHs and
the Korean trooper was 2lso seriously injuried, Imredi2tely the 2ir-

craft wes envelapad ith the tear gas tumes, Sonehow Cantain CTAYERAN
ord his eeenilol Oaptoin W, U, JOHIIOON got the aircerafit inte the zone
and the troons diserbarked, 3y washing thelr eyes oulb with water oblein-

ed from & cantecn, both pilots got the aircraft cut of the landing Zone
end back 4o KY HA <thers 21 the crew and the Kovean liaring reecived 2t-
tention,

This laft vejor Rl with six airceraft to corplete the trocn lift.
Hotrever, lstit G. H, BANIING and Captain J. S. ROEDERRR who had returned
to XY BA in two of the dareged aircraft arrived on the sceme with a re-
sired aireraft in tirme to brinz the total back up Lo seven for the
£ingl vave, The »eraining troops wWere picked un and with the ever pre-
sent UH-1T alonzside Janded in the mone, This tire only lizht fire s
encountered, This comnleted the miscien, TFive hundred and fifty=six
Korean Merines hod been lifted, eight of the thirtecn BUFFALO CITY &irx-
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craft received battle damage, two pilots and four crewmen received minor
injuries, and two p2ssengers received critical injuries., The BUFFALD
CITY aircraft accomplished the mission in the face of heavy enemy fire
and deserve a well done,

L April 1967, On this date Major T. P. LOUGHEED briefed his flight
of four CH-46A's for a Marine strike to be conducted at BS678891. The
pickup zone for the iroops was landing zone MAGNOLIA, IMajor LOUGHEED'S
section manned aircraft and proceeded to the pickup zone while the
second section led by Captain J. F. PLEVA was slightly deleyed in tak-
ing off, As a result, ¥ajor IQUGHEED's section was loaded and cireling
in the objective area as Captain PLEVA's section approached MAGNOLIA for
a supposedly routine pickup. The troops aboard and ready to go, Captain
PLEVA lifted and began a spiral climb to altitude. As the aircraft pass-
ed through 500 feet the unexpected happened; and the section was brought
under heavy fire resulting in five hits to Captain PLEVA's aircraft,
Despite the loss of a generator and one hydraulic flight boost system,
the aircraft was safely returned to MAGNOLIA, Regardless of these un=
foreseen circumstances the three remaining aircraft rushed to the strike
area whére & flight of DECEMBER A~4's directed by KLONDIKFE 2-1 was now
nearing completion of a preparatory air strike, Covered by KIONDIKE the
flight made its landing without receiving fire. Major LOUGHEED then
returned to MAGNOLIA and loaded the troops from Captain PLEVA's stricken
aircraft aboard his own. He then returned to the strike zone where the
under strength ground forces were now brought to full strength, The
flight then returned to KY HA; and later in the day the efforts of main-
tanence repair crew allowed the downed aircraft to be flown back to home
base,

6 April 1967. At 1725H on this date word was received by the Squad-
ron Operations Duty Officer that the squadron must send eight aircraft..-
on an emergency retraction of KMC troops from BS8769861, Three Korean
Companies were to be removed before dark, Eight BUFFAIQ CITY aircraft
were menned and in the air led by Major I. T. READ. Together with
MOHAIR 6=3 flight, the aircraft proceeded to the pickup coordinates, In
the mean time, several flights of A-4's were busy destroying suspected
enemy position, Off shore U. S. Nevy swift boats were ready to surpress
any opposition the flight might encounter., KLONDIKE 11-1 acted as TACA
and guided the flight into its pickup zone on the beach. The prepara-
tory fire was completed and the flight made its approach, Major READ's
division closely was followed by that of Major D. C. HEL{, Fire was
received from a village at BS775862 but was silenced by the A-4's accu-
rate bombing, It took three trips into the pickup zone, eadch time under
enemy fire, but by night fall the 1lift had been completed successfully
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with the Korean troops safely returned to positions within their TAOR.

7 April 1967. Captain L. L. PAYTON departed PHU BAI with a flight
of two BUFFALO CITY aircraft on an emergency resupply mission in support
of Operation BIG HORN. The section was escorted by two VM0=3 gunships,
OAKGATE 4-1 and 4=2, With darkness settfing in and the weather deteri-
rating to a 400 foot ceiling with two miles visibility in haze, the
flight proceeded to the PILSNER ISA at YD535327 to begin their resupply
mission., Due to the hazardous weather conditions the flight was forced
to fly at tree top level throughout the mission, Captain PAYTON's
flight resupplied three positions from the PILSNER LSA at ¥YD604383, YD
600398, and YD612387, The flight received enemy fire while sitting in
the zone at YD604383 but none of the aircraft were hit by the enemy
rounds, PILSNER had three more platoons that had to be resupplied at
¥YD441369, YD435359 and YD458355. Even though they were now in complete
darkness in extremely hazardous weather, Captain PAYTON elected to con-
tinue the mission, The supplies were picked up and the flight proceeded
back into the foothills to attempt the resupply of the bel@mgered plat-
oons, Once in the VIET CONG infested foothills, Captain PAYTON realized
that he had almost no forward visibility due to the derkness and weather,
His only directions on obstructions in his path and the location of the
landing zones came from his crew chief and gunner, Corporal R. A, DICK
and lance Corporal S. D. HORNE, Both DICK and HCRNE stuck their heads
out of the sides of the aircraft and directed Captain PAYTON into the
resupply zZones and warned him of all obstructions in his flight path,
Only through their outstmmding performance and diligence to duty was this
mission able to be completed. While resupplying these three zones the
flight was constantly hampered by sniper fire and Captain L. R. MEDLIN,
Captain PAYTON'!'s wingman, received one hit in his rotor blades from the
enemy fire, With the emergency resupply completed, Captain PAYTON's
flight proceeded back to PHU BAI and while enroute received constent sni-
per fire, OAKGATE 4=l and 4-2 continually swept both sides of the flight
and did an outstanding job of protecting the two BUFFALO CITY aircraft,
during the hazardous return trip to PHU BAL., Once back at PHU BAI, the
entire flight received a hearty "well done!" from PILSNER 6, the battalion
Commanding Officer, for their devotion to duty in extremely hazardous
weather conditions and the completion of their mission over seemingly
impossible conditions.

g April 1967. Captain J. F, PLEVA departed KY HA with a flight of
two BUFFALO CITY aireraft on 2 recon insertion at BT279015., ZEscorted by
two KLONDIKE gunships and two BIACK ACE F-4's, Captain PLEVA proceeded
to the objective area with the twelve Marines of ANTI FREEZE aboard his
two aircraft, Due to heavy cloud cover Captain PLEVA had to pick his
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Wy into the area among the clouds over harsh moun%ingous terrain,

Once in the area the KIONDIKE gunships located two landing zones and
went below the 100 foot ceiling to mark them for Captain PLEVA's consid-
eration @s & landing zone, With the zones marked, Captain PLEVA went
below the overcast and advised the Klondikes that neither zone was
acceptable to the ANTI FREEZE team leader but a third zone in a rice
paddy area was completely acceptable for his mission. Since the landing
zone was located in a notoriously hostile area, the KLONDIKES requested
permission of the team leader to prep the zone to clear the area of any
possible booby traps. ‘The team leader agreed and KLONDIKE brought the
BIACK ACE's down from altitude to prep the zone, With pin point accu-
racy and professional airmenship the BLACK ACE's cleared the landing
zone of booby traps; even though they had to work through a overcast of
heavy clouds. Once the BLACK ACE!'s were clear of the area the KILONDIKES
raked the zone with machine gun fire and called for Captain PLEVA and
Captain S. L. HENNING to start their approaches. Descending through the
overcast Captain PLEVA and Captain HENNING spotted the marking smoke in
the zone and landed without any problems although the rice paddy area
was located in 2 deep valley and bounded on 2]l sides by tall trees and
towering mountains. With ANTI FRERZE inserted and all secure, Captain
PLEVA led his flight out of the area and returned to KY HA without fur-
ther incident.

9 April 1967. With the completion of Operation DESOTO, BUFFALO CITY
aircraft began returning Marines and cargo from the NUI DANG area, On
thig date two CH-46A's led by Major D. C. HEIM carried 66,700 pounds of
cargo from BS815385 to the IST's waiting off shore. Twelve trips be=
teen the ship and the LSA were accomplished, With a total flight time
of over 10 hours, the flight returned to KY HA,

1O April 1967. Captain L. L. PAYTON departed PHU BAI on recon in-
serts and extractions in support of III MAF, The section was escorted
by two Vi0-3 gunships, OAKGATE L-) and L-2 throughout the mission.
After one insertion was completed successfully the flight returned to
PHU BAT and picked up PRIMNESS I, a larine recon team, Captain PAYTON's
wingman, 1stLt S. 8. HORRIS, was going to handle the insertion and put
the Marines deep into VIET CONG infested territory at YD735087. The
insertion was completed without incident but on takeoff, the unexpected
havpened. Lt MO.RIS's number two engine quit, just as he was clearing
a ridgeline which led to the river valley below, Taking immediate
action, Lt MORLIS attained his single engine airspeed and began jetti-
soning fuel, The aircraft still could not maintain altitude and Lt
MORRIS manuevered his aircraft into the river valley where he vwas able
to méintain his altitude. Barely skimming the trees, Lt HORRIS began a
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gentle 180 degree turn in order to head back out of the valley towards
PHU BAI and safety. After executing a perfectly level turn while at a
critical flight condition. Lt MORRIS headed for HUE flying about. 10-15
feet over the river., The UAKGATE gunships swept both sides of Tt :0xidS
in order to protect his aircraft. Captain PAYLON immediately analysed
the situation and realized that Lt HMORRIS would have a difficult time
navigating while coping with his single engine so he r@nged back and
forth about & mile ahead of Lt MORRIS picking out the best route and
giving 1t MORRIS directibns back to PHU BAI, Fuel was at a critical
state for Lt MURRLS as he broke out of the foothills and spotted HUE
Citadel airport, a little asphalt runway on the outskirts of the city of
HUE. A single enzine landing was accomplished without incident and the
aircraft was shut down. Once on the ground Lt MORRLS was advised by Army
personnel that.the area was completely unsecure and that the aircraft
would have to be removed before nightfall, With no chance of replacing
the engine before nightfall Lt MORRIS decided to strip his aircraft com-
pletely down to-a minmum and attempt to fly the aircraft out on one en-
gine and back to the military installation at PHU BAI, Captain PAYLON
returned to PHU BAI for fuel while Lt MORRL5 and his crew completely
stripped the aircraft of all non essential equipment. Captain PAYTUN
returned with the needed fuel and they filled the aircraft with Jjust a
little more fuel than the trip to PHU BAL would require. Lt MORRIS and
his crew chief were the only people aboard the aircraft as they taxied
to the end of the runway for takeoff, Lt MORRIS added power and began
rolling down the runway trying to gain enough speed to attempt a takeoff,
With only a few feet left to the end of the rumnway, Lt MORRIS successful-
1y lifted off and barely cleared the trees a2t the field boundary. Once
airborne Captain PAYION again flew ahead of Lt HORRLS and picked out the
best routes and direction to fly, It MORKIS was able to obtain about
100 feet of altitude and the flight proceeded down Highway 1 to PHU BAI
where Lt MORRIS executed another perfect single engine landing. Lt
MOHKIS's professional ability and calm courage throughout this mission
enabled the aircraft to be returned sately to PHU BAL from an unsecure
area where the aircraft was subject to VLBT GUNG sabotage and possible
destruction.

1< April 1967, Captain J. ¥. PLEVA departed K HA with two BurltAlu
CITY aircratt for a retraction of Brurust, a Marine recon te2m, &nd the
retraction of two emergency medevacs from UUCKBILL, another Marine recon
team, The section was escorted by two VHU-6 gunships, KLUNDIKE k=10 and
k=11, throughout the mission. Two A=i's from MAG-12, PENGUIN 4=-1 and
=2, joined the flight while enroute to the objective area, Once in the
area, Cantain PLEVA successfully retracted the 12 larines at BrDPOST
from BS460914 without incident, WWith BEUPUST secure aboard his aircrait,
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Captain PLEVA led the flight to BT286042 where the two medevacs from
DUCKBILL awaited rescue. Captain PLEVA still had BEDPOST aboard his air
craft so his wingmen, 1stLt 8. S. MORRIS was going to attempt the diffi-
cult hoist rescue over a thick jungle canopy. While the KIONDIKE gun-
ships provided air cover, Lt MORRIS made his approach and came to 2
hover just above the tree tops. The hoist was lowered while DUCKBIIL
prepared the two sick Marines for their pickup, Lt MORRIS hovered over
the notorieously hostile enemy terrain for over five minutes while hoiste
ing the two Marines through the thick jungle canopy into the safety of
his aircraft, The KLONDIKERS continually covered the area during the
rescue, Finally Lt MORRIS, with the two medevacs aboard, lifted out of
the zone and the flight returned to KY HA without further incident,

16 April 1967. Captain S. D. CIAYMAN launched with & flight of three
BUFFALO CITY aircraft in response to a call for an emergency SPARRC: HAWK
insertion. The ten man reconnaissance team NIGHT STICKER I had come into
contact with an enemy force, and sustdining casualties, had to be rein-
forced, Captain CIAYMAN loaded a reaction force of forty=six men aboard
his three aircraft, and escorted by VMO-3 gunships OAKGATE 2-1 and 2-2,
proceeded to the location of the endangered recon team, After contact-
ing NIGHT STICKER 1 for an appraisal of the immediate enemy situation,
Captain CLAYMAN commenced his approach to the only suitaeble, though hard-
1y ideal, landing Zone in the area, The Zone was, in fact; @ narrow sand
bar along a river with overhanging limbs and brénches treacherously near,
The BUFFALO CITY flight executed three faultless approadches enabling the
quick reaction force to rapidly debark and safely disperse, Upon being
assured that the two Marine units could merge forces without further
assistance, Captain CTIAYMAN led his flight back to PHU BAI,

As the afternoon shadows lengthened, the tactical situvation became
critical, The SPARRO! HAWK force had linked with NIGHT STICKZR 1, but
being in continuous contact with the enemy and impaired with the casual-
ties still among them, the sm2ll unit realized the dangers they would
face over night so near to the suspected VIET CONG concentration., With
still no definite need to launch, the BUFFALO CITY flight menned their
aircraft at dusk in order to be immediately available should the need a-
rise, The call for an emergency retraction was soon in coming, and vas
quickly answered by the launch of Captain CIAYMAN's flight. In order to
accomplish the 1ift of the recon team in addition to the SPARROW HAVK
force, four SUPERCHIEF aircraft took off from PHU BAI shortly after
BUFFALO CITY had launched, The OAKGATE gunships were in the area of the
ground units, attempting to move them to a possible landing zone, Three
of the SUPERCHIEF aircraft accomplished a pickup of the ten man NIGHT
STICKER 1 team with their casualties as the SPARRO! HAUK force tightemed
its diminishing defensive perimeter, By this time the weather had deter-
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iorated to 1400 feet overcast, completely closing off the top of the
mountainous ¥alley, and no longer did any shreds of light remain, Had
Captain CIAYHAN not realized the desparate tactical situation, nor been
sure of the determination of his flight, he would not have allowed the
retraction of the SPARROW HAKK force to begin., The point designated as
the landing zone was a bomb crater deep within the thiek jungle foilage,
and combined with blackness of night, hazardous weather and imminent
enemy fire, dem2ned the highest caliber of airmanship from the deter-
mined pilots of the large H-46 transport helicopters. Since the zone
was scarcely large enough for one BUFFALO CITY aircraft, Captain CIAYMAN
started his helicopter down alone, His approach down the mountainside
and around trees was successful due to his efforts combined with the
admirable job of the SPARRGH{ HAWK force leader of "talking him in",
Captain CLAYMAN lifted out of the zone with 15 troops aboard and was
almost immediately taken under fire by an enemy position. Captain
CLAYMAN made evasive manuevers as best he could with his heavily loaded
helicopter as his starboard gunner pounded out suppressive ,50 caliber
fire, Undetered, Major J. J. THAHRP, piloting the second BUFFALO CITY
aircraft, commenced his approach concurrent with Captain CLaYMAN's 1ift
out. Major THARP called for & marking of the undistinguishable zone, and
the SPARROW HAWK force answered with an illumination grenade, The light
flickered out as Major THARP was om final approach, and he was forced to
continue relying strictly on his air sense, Major THARP unavoidably
missed the confining zone by only 2 few feet, but that slight margin was
enough to allow the dense surrounding growth to do damage to all three
of the helicopter's forward rotor blades. Bound by his determination,
Ma jor THARP lifted off for a second approach, this time guided by a weak
flashlight next to the bomb crater, After 2 precise approach to the
exact spot, Major THARP was ready to leave with 15 more of the SPARRGH
HAWK force, The third BUFFALQ CITY aircraft, in the hands of Captain J.
B. SRAMEK, was in a position to sta@rt its approach simultaneously with
the takeoff of Major THARP's, The second aircraft also drew fire while
flying down the shrouded valley, and its starbo2rd gunner returned
several accurate machine gun bursts, Undaunted, Captain SRAMEK continu-
ed his tight spiral down to the shrinking defensive position, The third
aircraft was also guided to the small zone by glow of & flashlight. Al
of the remaining 16 troops gratefully withdrew into the last H-46, which
was soon launched back into the air, The persistant enemy position
again spoke out with automatic fire, but was soon silent after Captain
SRAMEK ordered his starboard gunner to lash back with his machine gun,
Captain CIAYMAN reorganized his flight, and skirting low clouds, he led
it safely back to PHU BAL,

17 April 1967, At 1730H on this date BUFFALO CITY received an urgent
call to launch the SPARRCH{ HAWK for the emergency retraction at BENNING-
TON, a 23 man Merine recon team at BT272114. Within fifteen minutes of
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receiving the call Captaein J. F. PLEVA was airborne with his flight of
two CH-L6A's and enroute to the objective area for the rescue of the be-
seiged Marines, Two VMO-6 gunships, KLONUIKE 4=3 and 44, joined Capte
ain PLEVA while enroute to BENNINGTON'S position, Picking their way
through the heavy cloud cover and fighting the on coming darkness, the
flight arrived over BENNINGTON'S position. A hole was found in the
clouds; and with the two KLONUIKE'S on his wing, Captain PLEVA descended
through the clouds on his approach while his wingmén, Captain S. D.
CIAYMAN orbited in a small clear area, Enemy fire was received as the
flight broke out underneath the low hanging clouds &nd the KLONUIKES
immediately lashed back with suppressive fire, Captain PLEVA landed in
the rough terrain and picked up the first half of the recon team. While
the KLONDIKES continually hammering the enemy positions, Captain PLEVA
continued his climb to altitude as Captain CLAYHAN began his approach,
By this time the insurgent VIET CUMG had lost their taste for battle and
Captain CIAYMAN picked up the remaining troops writhout incident. The
flight proceeded to landing zone QUALL in the gathering darkness and
dropped off the grateful Merines ot BENNINGTON. Captain PLEVA led his
section back to K HA after the protessional completior of another mis-
sion for BUFFALQ CITY,

18 April 1967, Vhile deployed to HUE/PHU Bal in support of 1iAG-16,
I'a jor C. E. PERRY launched with two BUFFALO CITY aircraft to insert a
recon team, ith two OAKGATE UM-1E's and a section of TVAGE CUT and
BLACK ACE F=4's in support; Major PERRY proceeded to YD515220 where
AMBRIDGE was to be inserted. The landing zone which was selected was at
the top of a 2000 foot mount2in and was covered with small trees, tall
grass, and many rocks and stumps, The OAKGATE TACA called in the fixed
wing which were armed with DAISY CUTTERS and they blasted an acceptable
Janding zone, Fajor PiRRY then made a precision approach to the top of
the hill and successfully inserted AMBRIDGE. After determing that the
team vas secure, Major PERRY and his wingman returned to HUE/PHU BAT,

19 April 1967, At 1700H, lajor C. R. PERRY and his wingman Captain
S. L, HENNING departed from PHU BAI to MWAF to join BONNIE SUE and MOHAIR
on an emergency extraction of an ARVN company and their American advisors,
A total of 12 CHei6's, six UH=1RF's and four fixed wing were scrambled to
rescue this compa2ny which had been in heavy contact with the VIET CONG
all day,

As the weather deteriorated, the flight proceeded to ZC028688 where
the Company had set up 2 defense around a small single plane zone, An
0-1C which was in contact with the ARVN Company took over control of
the aircraft and began to direct the CH-46's into the landing zone. The
landing zone vas on the side of a mountain in & narrow valley and since
the ceiling had now dropped to 500 feet above the ground, the helos
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were forced to orbit in a sm2ll confined area while waiting to be called
into the landing Zone, Enemy fire was taken while in the orbit and the
helo gunners returned it but with unknowm results. By the time Major
PERRY and Captain HENNING who were the last two aircraft to land in the
zone vere called into the landing zone their fuel states had become
critical, Major PERRY received fire and was hit both entering and leav-
ing the small landing zone, With Captain HENNING's pickup, the estrac-
tion was complete and the flight made its way back to the MMAF, After
landing, Major PERRY discovered that one of his control cables had been
almost completely shot away. The aircraft was no longer flyable and

Mo jor PERRY's section spent the night at the MVAF, A total of 170 ARVNS
and their American Advisors were rescued under hazardous flying conditions
in the face of strong enemy resistance.

21 April 1967, At 2325H Major D. N. ANDERSON and Ceptain C. H. MANN-
ING were called to retract CRANKCASE. A recon team located at BT132058.
Ma jor ANDERSON was escorted to the pickup zone by KLONDIKE 4-12 and 4-13.
Also on the scene was SPOCKY, a flare ship, After contact was made with
CRANKCASE, it was determined that the team would have to be picked up
with the hoist since they had one KIA and could not move to & better
zone because of the enemy situation. As clouds begén to form over the
pickup zone, Major ANDERSON began to hoist the team out. After picking
up seven people Major ANDERSON departed for landing zone QUAIL since he
was low on fuel, Captain MANNING then hoisted the last three men out of
the zone, By this time the cloud deck had lowered but the pickup was
successful, ¥ith the KLONDIKE aircraft escorting Captain MANNING, an
uneventful flight was mede to landing zone QUAIL and then to KY HA,

21 April 1967. Major D. C. HEIM departed KY HA with four BUFFAID
CITY aireraft for an emergency troop insertion at BT1030. The 301 Marines
that BUFFALO CITY lifted into the zone were picked up from landing zone
COBRA and CARDINAL in the CHU IAI area, Seven CLIP CLOP H-34's from
HMH-1362 were also engaged in the 1ift and four VMO-6 gunships were fly-
ing cover over the landing zone and directing air strikes on the enemy
positions, On the second trip into the landing zone, Major HEIM!'s flight
received enemy fire from BTC097307 and the KIONDIKES rolled in on the
enemy position to suppress the fire. While enroute to the landing zone
on the 5th and last trip, Lt R. M. DAIBEY, flying another aircraft in
the flight, lost one of his engines about 3 miles west of TaM KY, While
dumping fuel he proceeded directly to TAM KY with Lt D. A. LINDQUIST
flying on his wing in case he encountered any difficulty, Major HEILM
orbited clear with the remaining BUFFALO CITY aircraft as Lt DAIBEY made
a sucessful landing outside of the Provincial Headquarters at TaM KY,
Insuring that he was no longer needed, Lt LINDQUIST rejoined M jor HEIM
and the three remaining BUFFALO CITY aircraft proceeded to the landing
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zone, Enemy fire was received again while on approach and take-off.
This resulted in Lt LINDQUIST's aircraft being struck by one enemy round
causing limited damage to the fuselage. Major HEIM led the flight back
to TaM KY where he picked up the troops from Lt DAIBEY's aircraft.

While Major HEIM and his wingman proceeded back to the landing zone, 1t
DAIBEY had his aircraft stripped of all the weight possible and had it
loaded aboard Lt LINDQUIST!'s aircraft. Major HEIM completed his last
1lift into the zone in complete darkness and was then diverted on an
emergency retraction by LANDSHARK "A" and proceeded directly to the area,
Meanwhile Lt DAIBEY had completed the transfer of all unnecessary weight
to Lt LINDQUIST aircraft and was ready to attempt a single engine take-
off in complete darkness. Lt DAIBEY had to abort his first attempt be-
cause he couldn't obtain enough altitude to clear to obstructions in his
path., On Lt DALBEY's second attempt he cleared the obstruction and
successfully lifted out of the zone, 1fith Lt LINDQUIST on his wing, Lt
DAIBEY nursed the aircraft back to KY HA and a successful landing, Lt
DAIBEY's actions this night enabled the aircraft to be returned from an
unsecure are2 and the danger of enemy sabotage to the security of his
home field, This also precluded the problems envolved with lifting a
maintenance crew into the area and repairing the aircraft in the field,

At 1820H on this date three BUFFALO CITY aircraft led by Major UW. T.
READ, were recalled from a mission in support of the MACV Special Oper-
ations Group at PHU BAI to MARBLE MOUNTAIN to participate in an emergency
troop 1lift as a part of Operation UNION. The mission was to pick up
troops at landing zone 411, BT10458L, and transport them to & zone at
BT034297. The flight was able to make only two trips between these
positions prior to 2330H due to enemy fire, adverse weather; and diffi-
culty locating the landing zone, Bad weather plus fogging windshields
made further trips seem unacceptably hazardous, so the flight leader de-
cided to return to MARBLE MOUNTAIN, At O030H the mission was declared
méndatory and the flight again launched into the darkness, This time
troops were to be picked up &t landing zone 412, As the flight approach-
ed the pickup zone the enemy directed .50 caliber fire at our aircraft,
but despite the enemy's efforts, the pickup was accomplished, Enroute
the flight was again taken under fire. The BUFFALC CITY gunners returned
this fire and the aircraft escaped being hit. After another round trip,
the mission was completed, The flight then performed an emergency med-
evac from a nearby landing zone prior to returning to MARBLE MOUNTAIN.

22 April 1967. Vhile on the above emergency troop movement , three
BUFFALO CITY aircraft were diverted to conduct an emergency medevac
mission. Eleven wounded Marines needed to be evacuated immediately. The
flight under the leadership of Lajor W. T, RXEAD rushed to the landing
zone where the pickup was to be made, Initially only the lead aircraft
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was thought to be required so the other two orbited. Approaching the
zohe, the aircraft were brought under fire from positions north; south
and west of the zone, Once on the ground some of the wounded were loaded
aboard, but there was not room for all on board, The second H-46 flown
by 1lstLt R. E. PuARCE braved the fire and came into the landing zone for
the remainder, Once all wounded were aboard, the aircraft lifted again
into the hail of enemy fire, The enemy was taken under fire by the
ground trpops along with the BUFFALO CITY gunners «nd the escorting UH-
1E's, DEALOCK 5-3 and 5-4, The flight escaped without taking a hit. The
wounded Were taken to the Chief Ford Hospital where they received much
needed medical attention.

23 April 1967, Major C. R. PERRY with three BUFFALO CITY aircraft
joined BONNIE SUE, NORTHBROCKE, and MOHAIR on & troop lift on Operation
SHAWNEE. Three BattalXions of Marines and ARVNS supported by Engineers
were lifted from sevetdal landing zones northwest of the city of HUE, The
Engineers with a security force were debarked at YD495155 and YD445133.
While the Engineers improved the landing zones, the helos continued to
build up the troop concertrations in each zone. By nitefall after six
hours of flying, all but one company had been lifted to landing zone CROW
(¥DL45153), The lift to landing zone BUZZARD (YD4L5155) had progresseé
about as far, The flight then returned to HUZ/PHU BAI. The 1ift was
completed the next morning. :

24 April 1967. At Ol45H Major T. P. LOUGHESD Ianuched with two
BUFFALO CITY aircraft on an emérgency ammo resupply from landing zone 22
outside of DA NaNG to BTO23345, This was is support of Operation UNION,
A total of 15,600 pounds of ammo Were hauled,

25 April 1967, While working in support of Operation SHATNEE, Captain

. D, KALAS was called upon by an OAKGATE UH-1E to provide machine gun
cover around & dovmed helicopter located at YD559263. While making gun
runs, Captain KALAS encountered intense enemy fire with the result that
Corporal li, A, GARCIA was wounded in the left wrist and forearm. Capt-
ain KALAS immediately proceeded to PHU BAT where medical facilities were
available, Iater Captain G. H. DI4CONT joined a BONKIE SU&L flight and
inserted troops around the downed helo.

26 April 1967. Mejor C. R. PERRY departed landing zone FICH at DA
NANG with COUNTERSIGN, a 10 man Marine recon team, aboard his two BUFFALO
CITY aircraft. The section was escorted on the mission by two Vi0-2 gun-
ships and two A-L's from MAG-13, and would insert GOUNTZRSIGN at YC942648
While enroute to the destination, the recon team leader advised IMajor
PERRY that they were going farther west than any of the previous recon
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teams had been and he didn't know what to expect. Once over the objec-
tive area, the landing zone was located and Major PERRY commenced his
approach and landed without incident in the tall elephant grass., Major
PERRY debarked the first half of COUNTERSIGN, the remainder being aboard
his wingman's aircraft, and commenced his climb back to altitude, While
climbing out Major PERRY thought he heard firing and this was immediat-
ely confirmed by the team leader., He reported heavy incoming enemy fire
and requested an immediate emergency retraction. Major PERRY, realising
the seriousness of the situation, commenced another approach without the
benefit of suppressive fire from the orbiting DEADIOCK UH-1E's, Enemy
fire was now directed at Major PERRY's aircraft resulting in one hit in
an aft rotor blade, Major PERRY's gunner and crewchief spoke back with
their .50 caliber machine guns and continued their attack on the enemy
positions throughout the approéch and landing. The grateful recon mem-
bers climbed aboard Major PERRY's aircraft, and with both ,50 caliber
blazing he lifted out of the zone., Once back at altitude Major PERRY
led his flight back to landing zone FINCH and dropped off COUNTERSIGN.

27 April 1967. Major D. N, ANDERSON departed KY HA with two BUFFALO
CITY aircraft to insert two recon te2ms, The first team, DUCKBILL, was
to be inserted at BT13320L, ™ith KLONDIKE 4~6 and 4~7 controlling the
fixed wing escort, Major ANDERSON landed at the selected point and de-
barked the recon team, Major ANDERSON then led his section back to land-
ing zone QUAIL where BEDPOST was picked up, Enroute to BT357028 where
the team was to be inserted, the fixed wing were relieved on station by
another section, Once again, the recon team was successfully inserted
and after conducting an aerial recon of BS4290, BT3300, and BT2701, the
flight returned to KY HA,

28 April 1967, MNajor T. P. LOUGHEED led four BUFFALO CITY aircraft
to PHU BAI to support Operation SHHENEE. A total of 28 flight hours
were flown while shuttling troops and cargo in the operation ared.

29 April 1967, While on a resupply mission from TAM KY to BT080236,
Captain C. H. MANNING and Captain R. T. SHEA received enemy small arms
fire, =ach aircraft was hit with one round and Sergeant W. C. DRAKE and
Corporal M, L. THOMPSON received minor wounds when struck by shrapnel.

Part ITI

1. Personnel., During this reporting period BUFFALO CITY joined five
new officers and transferred three officers which brought the squadron
to 53 officers and 194 enlisted personnel, Captain P. C. HARRINGTON,
Captain C. H, BILITMIER, 2ndLt ¥'. J, HODLE and Ci70 C. M. YARRINGTON
joined the squadron from the 2ndal!, 1stLt T. W. HUMMEL joined the
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squadron from the 3rdMAl. Major C. V. LEVIS was detached from the squad-
ron to MAD Pensclcola on & Humanitarian Transfer, Major D. M. BABITZ de-
parted the squadron to join MAG-36 and 2ndLt SUTTER departed the squad-
ron to join HMM-362,

2, (Casualties, During this reporting period Captain S. D. CLAYMAN, Capt-
ain K. H. JOHNSON, Sergeant R. G. VERDE, Sergeant D. L. WIILSON and 1st
Sergeant J. G. SILVA were slightly wounded on 3 April 1967 and all have
been returned to duty. Sergeant J. KUTNEY was also wounded on 3 April
1967 but is still aboard the hospital ship REPOSE recovering from his
wounds. Sergeant S. L. CORFIRID was slightly wounded by shrapnel on L
April 1967, Corporal M. A, GARCIA was wounded on 25 April 1967 and is
still in ALPHA Med at PHU BAI recovering from his wounds, Sergeant ii. G.
DRAKE and Corporal M. L. THOMPSON were slightly wounded by shrapnel on
29 April 1967 and both have returned to duty., This was the second time
Sergeant DRAKE has been wounded during this tour of duty,

3. Awards, During this reporting period BUFFALQ CITY was awarded 170
Air Medals and 10 Purple Hearts, Captain if. D, KuIAS received the
Distingguished Flying Cross for his a¢tions during an emergency night
medevac and Captain J. Q. NESIITH, Jr., received citation from the Korean
forces for his actions during an emergency night troop insertion, Corp-
oral R. A, DICK, Sergeant H. R. BURGESS and Corporal R. E. ROTH received
the Navy Commendation Medal for their actions during an emergency night
troop retraction.

The following personnel received the Purple Heart:

Captain S. D, CLAYWAN

Captain K. H. JOHNSON

1stSgt J. G. SILVA

Sgt R. G. VERDE

sgt J.  KUINEY

Sgt D. L. WILSON

Sgt S. L, CORFIELD :
Sgt W. G. DRAKE (2nd Avard
Cpl M. A. GARCIA

Cpl M. L. THOMPSON

L, Civic Action, Lt J. M. PAGE, USN (#C), the squadron Flight Surgeon

continued to devote his spare time to the MEDCAP teams in their program
at CU LAQ RE Island,
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