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(b W'gO 5750.1C 
(c GruO 5750.1B 

Encla ~1) Commrmd Chronology for 
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MJUUNE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 1165 
Marine Aircraft Group 36 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

Hue/phu Bai RVN 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 
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MARmE MEDIUM HELICOPTER Sf,tUADRCN 165 

Marine Aircraft Group 36 , 
let .Mar:ine ,w,romft Wing, FMFP.c 

FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

Part I 

1. OOIl1lD!.llding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Opere.tims Offioer 
A dmin istre. tive Offioer 
Maintenanoe Offioer 
Logistics/Supply Officer 
NA-mpS (Yfficer 
Saf ev ot£ie:er 

2~ BUE/PHU BAI, RVN 96Q02 
1-31 December 1967 

Lt<bl R. E. ROMINE 
.jor J. J. mARP 
Major W. H. SllMARD 
CW0-4 W. B. LONG, JR. 
Cap ta·in J. E. N)RGAN 
Cap 1ain N. H. BOMKAMP 
Cap tain R. E. PEaRCE 
Cap tain D. B. MCDYRE 

3. Average Strength t OW 37 BE'L 184 

4. Important Visitors' liflNE 

Part II 

,0lJHMlhfb 
0~468 

~tal Period 
To tal Period 
Total Period 
'lbtal Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
Total Period 
To1a1 Period 

a. Dlring 'the mon1h of December, m~165 suppprted 2 operations 
against 1he insurgEllt Viet Gong forces. Supplied wi1h newly modified 
OH-46A's, 1he pilots and crew members of HMM-165 soon made it known to 
all til8.lt tile WHITE KNIGHTS were back on the job. Displaying the profes­
sion&l. comp etelce which has always characterized mm..165, 'the squadron 
provided not only 'the aircraft, but also the "Know-how" to successtW.ly 
support all of its opemtional oommi tmEll tao 

b. !IhroUBhout tile moo ih of December, 1he ma.'inten8llce department 
continued to provide ihe squadron with the protes8imal support neocessary 
to meet our commitments. ~eir selt-sacrifice and devotion to duty has 
been an example to all. As a resul t of 'their ne.ny long hours, and 'though 
operat1n'g without a full complemEll t of aircraft, -the squadron showed an 
average availability of 9.7 a.ircraft per day and logged 712.8 hours for 1he 
mon-th of December. Since arriving :in RYN in September of 1966, Hl«-165 has 
accumulated 15,117.1 flight hours. 

c. In support of <1>eration NIDSHO, SPACE transported 200 troops and 
pa.ssEtlgers. Ai. total of 19.7 fligh t hours: and 51 sorties were logged. 
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d. In support of Operation SCOTLAND, SPACE lifted 569 troOps and 
passengers and 8.5 tons of cal'go. A total Cif 103 sorties were logged 
in 35 fii&h t hours. ' 
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t"3 December 1967. No flight operations. 

4 December 1967. A !light of 2 SPA.CE aircmft, led by Captain J. C. JONES, 
departed HUJ!tIPHU BAI for a: resupply mission out of OONG HA. After picking 
Up 2 CA.DLVlli gunships for escort, the seotion prooeeded to 11ft 17,300 
pounds of cargo and 44 passengers in & 1i ttle under 4 hours, further testa­
mE!1t of SPACE's ability to ''hack the load. III 

5 December 1961. No flight operations. 

6 December 1961. A flight of 2 SPACE aircraft, led by Major W. H. SliMARD, 
departed HU1!VPHU BAI on an emergenoy MEl) EVAC of 13 ARVN troops. ~e air­
cra.rt were Ulbound to 'the zone 20 minutes after reoei.¥ing 'the frag, an 
amazing display of reaction time. Arriving at the zone, it was discovered 
'\hat a hoist extraction of '\he IVIED EVACS wou1d be neoess"ry. In a display 
of superior ad.rma.nship Major SFMARD hovered a.bove 'the trees in the zone for 
s full 40 minutes as 'tile lllED EVAOS were hoisted a.board.. ~e section 'then 
departed to 'tile hospital pad a.ct HUE, where 'the 4RVN 's received timely medical 
alttention. 'lhe section retumed to HUl!t"PHU BAl without inoident, and was, 
congratulated for their t'1iill tas.tic response time and successful completion of 
a task calling for 'tile utmost in 8leronautioal skiU. 

7 December 1961. At. &,ection of 2 Sl?A.CE airc.ra.ft, led by Cap tAin D. B. MCDYRE, 
depa~ted HU]flPHU BAI on a, series of recon inserts and extractions. With 2 
SOIL.RFAOE HU-1E gunships and 2 HILLSBORNE A-4's for escort and air cover, the 
seotion proceeded to insert ALBATROSS, extract PARASOL, and insert JAWBREAKER. 
'lb.e mission WSlS completed without inCident, as VO heads were kE:pt do\m. by 'the 
presence of "the all-seeing eyes of 'tile UH-1E's and attaok pilots, and the 
SPAOE transports retumed to PRU :MI. 

a Deoember 1967. A section of 2 SPACE airora.£t, led by M:l.jor W. H. SENlARD, 
departed HUptlPHU BAl on a resupply miss,ion out of DONG HA., In "true SPAOE 
form, III the section lifted over 20,000 pounds of cargo and over 30 &rines 
in under 4 hours befor~ retuming to PRU BAl. SPA.CE ag8lin saved the day for 
1h e embe. ttled Marin as nor'th of OONG HA by rushing priorty food and a.mmun i tion 
''air mail special delivery. It 

9:".Deoember 1967. A secti<m of 2 SPA'OE airoraft, led by Captain A.. C, 
DICKERSON, depa.~tedHUEf'PHU BAlon a priority resupply of troops along 'the 
embattled DMZ, wi1h 2 CA.Dlvm W-IE gunships for esoort. ~e section lifted 
over 25,000 pounds of cargo and 100 pa.ssengers, again demonstrating SPACE's 
.. can do II sp iri t. 
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10 Deoember 1967. A seotion of 2 SPACE aircraft, led by Cap tain D. B. MCDYRE, 
dl!parted RU~mU 1311 on a. seriee of recon inserts. With SCARFACE gunships as 
escort, and 2 A-4's for cover, 1he seotion proceeded! to insert teams DELMAR and 
RtlNGARIAN, and drew no fire. After orpiting 1he area' for a short time, and 
ensuring 'that the teams were safe, tile section retu.med to PRU BAl. 

11 December 1967. A section of 2 SPACE airoraft, 1 ed by Cap min A. C. 
DIOKERSON, departed RU1!f'PHU BAlon a resupply of embattled Marines near 'the 
J»1Z. Upon landing in 'the oone at SOU'lHERN l4's position, -the lead aircraft 
reoeived mortar fire in 'the zone, but the presence of canavER UH-IE gunships 
brough t -the fire to a' screeching ha.l t, and Cap tain DICKERSON was a.ble to have 
his airoraft of£~loaded. Returning to QUANG TRI for fuel, "the section picked 
up one oivilian MED EVAC, dropped him a.t ti.?:e USS, Sanotuary, and completed the 
resupply witilout fur'ther incident before retuming tA:> PRU ~l. 

12 Deoember 1967. Captain R. E. P~ROE, leactinga section of 2 SPACE aircraft, 
launched from HUll¥'PHU EA.! on an llMERGllNOY troop extraot. Cognizant of the 
danger imposed by the oeil:ing \\hich varied from 200 to 600', the WHITE KNIGHTS 
pressed on with their mission. 'lhe team was quickly extraoted, but tile work 
was only begiJllniJ'lg for the SPACE aircraft. Another recon team was in trouble 
and ha.d incurred an lIMERGENCY 1m EVAC. Reaoting with 'the speed and effi­
ciency which typifies HMl'.,.165, tile second ta9Jll waa soon safely aboard §n:d 
bound for home .. 

13 December 1967. No f1igh t operations. 

14 December 1967. A seotim of 2 SPAOE airora.ft on deplp-ymen t to QUANG mI 
joined 2 SWIFT adrcr&ft in &- resupply of Marine pod tions along the ll'4Z. Des­
pite 'the taot 'that the 'three posi tiona being resupplied all came lmder mortar 
attack and that all 'the aircraft en 00 un tered small arms tire, -the 2 SPACE 
aircraft oarried a.1 total ot }6,OOO pounds of cargo and 71 troops. 

15 December 1967. Led by Ool.ptain J. C. JONES, a section of SPACE aircraft 
on deployment to QUANG TRI launChed on .. resupply to the beleaguered Marine 
positions along the DMZ. With dedicated efficiency 'the SPACE crews quickly 
completed their mission transporting 14,900 poundl;l ot cjf cargo, 54 troops 
an d 5 EMERG liN OY l"IED EVAOS. 

16 December 1967. No night operations. 

17 December 1967. A seotion of 2 SPACE 46 's led by Captain R. E. PEARCE, 
departed QUANG TRI wi 1h 1he aesigned mission of resupply:ing forward Marine 
positions near the DMZ. In less 'than 2ft hours, the SPACE aircraft oom­
pleted 'their task tallying Up 16,600 pounds of cargo and 103 troops. 'lhe 
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same two crews demonstrated the tlexibili ty of the WHITE KNIGHTS \-hen they 
launched out of QUANG Tal "that afternoon on an emergenoy NED EVAC mi-ssion. 
Witilin 35 minutes after takeoff tile SPACE airoraft were baok, having 
sna. tched 9 emergenoy MED EVACS from in front of enemy guns, and deposi ted 
them safely at Delta. Med. !he legend of 'the 'loMITE KNIGHTS of Hi1M-165 
marches on. 

118 December 1961. Assigned to a series of combat cargo resupply missions, a 
section of SPACE aircraft, led by Captain J. C. JONES. departed PHU BAl en­
route to the DMZ positions of the 3rd Marine Division. At the completion 

·-of the mission, 31,000 pounds of cargo and 90 troops had been lifted, just 
ano1her "ROUTINE" lift for tile waI~ KNIGHTS. 

19 Deoember 1961. A section of 2 SPACE aircraft led by Cap tain N. H. BOMKANi?, 
departed PRU BAlon a oomba t cargo resupply mission. Supplies totaling 
18, 400 pounds were delivered to five insecure zones •. Wnen caJ.led upon to 
evaouate 3 emergenoy MED EYACS, ihe WHITE KNIGHTS charged to the rescue. 
One step ahead of tile NV.&. Mortar Teams, the ill-'AC.E aircraft oleared the zone 
wi1:h tileir MEn EVACS as the shells began to fall. 

20 December 1961. Called upOl1 to undertake a logistio cargo resUpply to 
Marine positions along the JEZ, Major J. J. THARP sallied forth wi1h his 
seotion of SPACE aircraft. lh short order 1he mission ws co~leted, wi 1h 
17. 500 pounds of cargo S1 d 19 troops lifted. 

21 December 1967. Captain D. B. MCDYRE, leading a seotion of ~ OE airoraft 
out of QUANG Tal, launched on a resupply mission to the embattled DMZ. Despi to 
enemy airbursts the \rIfUTE KNIGHTS pressed on transporting 135 troops S'l d 25,000 
pounds of cargo. 

22 Deoember 1967. A seotion of SPAOE 46's led by Captain A. J. ALLIDA., 
departed Q.UANG TRl after being assigned the mission of combat cargo resupply. 
While resupplying five different positions and in spite of enemy mortar fire 
in one ZOne, 'the seotion lifted a total of 58 troops and 28,500 pounds of 
cargo. 

23 Deoember 1961. Leading a seotion of 2 SPAOE 46 's, Cap tam N. H. BOMKAMP. 
launched from PRU BAlon Miss-,ion 77. A logistics resUpply mission displaying 
typical WHITE KNIGHT tenaoity, the 2 SPACE aircraft, in 6.0 flight hours, 
lifted 1133 troops and 40,000 pounds of cargo. 

24 December 1967. A single SPACE 46 launched from QUANG Tal in support of a 
HIGHBOY flight of 2H-;4's. With WHITE KNIGHT support, tile resupply mission was 
quickly oompleted, the SPACE aircraft having transported 14 troops and. 11,000 
pounds of oargo in 1..5 hours. 
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25 Deoember 1967. <hristmas l&y found 'the WHITE KNIGHTS engaged in several 
nights supporting Marines in isolated outposts. A.. "TtTBKEY WG>RE2SI1 flight 
wa>s laundl ad ca.rrying hot meals to troops at various positions, as well as· 
mail and ammunition. 

26 Deoember 1961. A. flight of' 12 SPAOE aircraft, led by Lieutenant Colonel 
R. E. ROMINE, launched from PHU BAtI on Mission 68, a oombat assualt. Die­
pJ.a..ying the skill and professionalism \ihich .dlaraoterbes Hm~t.165, ihe strike 
foroe was effioiently inserted in tile finest traditions of tile Marine Corps 
Ad.r/Ground Team. 

27 Deoember' 1967. Cap ta.in J. o. JONES! t leading a s eotion of 2 SP A.CE 46' s , 
launmed , times on 'l'a'-otioa.1 MED EVAC Missions. 1he SPA,cE tlMERCY lUSSIONS" 
resul ted in tile speedy evaouation of 40 individuals. 

28 December 1967. Responding to the l;Jeo-ond 8.SSual t operation in 3 days, 
Lieutenant Colonel R. E. ROMINE led his WHITE KNIGHTS in 8. 9 plane s;trike 
norihwest of KHE SAlm.. ~e SPACE orews, reacting wi1b their usual professional 
oOllJpetenoe, lifted a total of 569 troops to the battle zone, demonstra.ting 
again the prowess of the II./;lRIDE OF THE 1st WINGII .. ..HMM.165. 

29 Deoemver 1967. No tligh t o,Per&t1ons. 

30 Deoember 1967. A.. seotion of 2 SPACE 46's launched IFR from PHU BAI 
bound for QUANG TRI. Soon after a.rrival ihe-'WHITE KNIGHTS laundled on a 
resupply of oombat cargo. Deapi te the restrictions imposed by reduced 
v!sibUity and oeilings', the SPACE air ora.ft lifted 2l. ,500 pounds. of oa.rgo 
and 17 troOps. 

31 Deoember 196·7. Aga;:in HMM-l65 was· called upon to brave ih e rigors of 
monsoon flying and, answering th e call, Cap tain R, E. PEARCE 1 ed forth his 
seotion of SPACE 46 'so A-t the completion of the mission, 45,000 pounds of 
cargo and 105 troops ha.d been transported. Halt 01' the time logged was 
aotual IFR, demonstrating well the abUity of 1b.e WHITE KNIGHTS to 1'llA.OK 
mE LOAD.tI 

Part III 

1. Personnel., During this :ceporting , SPAOli: joined 9 new officers, for a 
toUi.l of 46 officers. 45 enlisted joined and 48 were detached, for a total 
enlisted strengih of 184. 

2. Casual ties. During this period, HMM..165 incurred no ca.sual ties. 
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3. Awards- lbr:l.ng 'this reportill8 period, aOE pilots and orew-members 
were- a.warded 8 Air Medals. Lieutenant Coloned R. E. ROJIIINE Sl d Captain 
S. G. BULKLEY were awarded ihe Distinguished Flying Cross and C8.p.;tain 
J. C. JONES reoeived ihe Bronze Sfar. 

4. Civic Action. NONE 

5~ Squadron Totals. Flish t Hours. 
Sorties. 
Cargo (tons): 
~oop8.pasaengers: 
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