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1 Organizstional Dnta

a, Comanding Officer fe e aGdINBE, LTCOL 1 Feb-3 Mar 68
be Executive Officer Jo uy PrudihikiR, MuJ 4 Feb-® Mar 66
c» OUperations Officer De SuYIB3, MuJ 1 Feh-p vor 68
d, «dministrative Officer We Ba LUNG CWO-4 1 Feh-@ Mu€0
e, Maintenance Officer Jo Jo THukiy Mud =~ 4 Peh R ok €8

' . Jo Mo MOGWN, CaFT 3 Fol'r3 Muw S
fe Logiﬂtics/ Supply Officer N. H., BUML.Mp, CurT 4 Fob-@ 1.+ 38
g. NaTUWS Officer Rs Be PEAHCE, Cu¥T 4 Fob.® 17w 5
h, SZafety Officer D. G« HCDIRE, CGurT 1 Fob-R Lo £

2y Togk Organization and Tnit Location

a ’[L‘I..165, Marine hircraft Group 15, 9th Marine drmphibious Brigzle
(REIN), F0 San Francisco 96602,

3o Average Strength of Squadron

NaVEL WVIATORS al0 FLIGHT SURGEQY  ENLISTBD BUNTNG R
43 4 1 168 2
‘ 4, Important Visitors to the Squadron
a, NWNE
PiRT 1II

8, Suupmary of Qgemﬂga

1 February 1968 ~ It was on this date that the Viet Cong and Korth
Vietnamese army lawnched their insidious offensive in the city cf Hne.
HMH 165 rallied in support of determinad «&WN troops who were ben’ an
kecping this ancient imperial city fres fron eneny cantrol, Sguadran
Counanding Officer LTCOL Re Be RQUINE Jed a flight of 9 (GHud6's into
Dong Ha, where «tW troops were staged prior to helilifting into the
18t «HBVN Hospital T'ad at Hue,

128 trocps were inserted in ons wave, in & daring display of
operational know how. Initizlly, mortar fire was encowntered in the
drop zone, but the valiant escort SUAWORTHY H-1E gunships were succass~
ful in keeping eneny heads down, and the zome becane quiet, .

As the 1ift wag corpleted, the flight retumed to tuang Tri for fuel,
with two aircraft drawing eneny fire enroute, Xo hits were sustrined,
however, and, after rofueling, the flight retumed to the USS ViLlEY FUKGE.

‘ Squadron totals for the day reflected 264 sortles in 60,4 fl:.ght hours,
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1ifting 701 troops/passengers and 72,8 tons of carge, Sixty five
battleficld casualtics woere evacuated,

2 February P68 - This sceond day of February found the city of Hue
mder full scige. again responding to the call, as they did the &y
before, HiM.165 mstered eight aircraft for an energency 1ift of &8V
troops into the 4RWN Hospital Pad at Eue,

Led by Mud Jo Jo THLRR, the flight departed the USS VallkVY & 3.7

)

and flew to Dong Ha, wherethe first wave of crack «BVE gt Division oo

A

werc enplaned,

Inroute to Hue, the flight picked up two SCakFiCE TE-{E gunshi = ¢ .-
escort, and broke up into two plane sections, with the gunships iloalis -
the way to the drop zone.

™e first wove was suceessfully inscrted with no fire takem; hoverer,

the hotly comteated battle for the city could be geen raging in close
proxinity to the zone,

Enroutey low level, to Quang Tri for fuel, prior to picking up the

gsecond wave of troops at lLa Vang airstrip, a few miles south of wumns Tro:

Ca’T D Be MCDYRE drew intense enay autoratic weapons fire, sustaining
hits to electrical wiring in the aircraft, resulting in complcete loss of

generator power to his instruments, racdios, and electronic systeils, ‘wr?

HCDYRY nurged his crippled aireraft to wuang Tri, shere he shut com fon
ingpection and repair, leaving seven aircraft to centinue the 1ift.

aftar refuel ing, the flight mdo the pickup of ‘the secord wive of ir- ..

and headed for fue via the eoastal route, ricking up the gmships off the

coast, MnJ Thiti '3 geotion again inserted its load of troops without

encomtering eneny fire enroute to the drop =one; however, upon lift-ofl,

procccding back to the coast, his scction cane under intase autorptic
weapong fire, and the flight leader was seriously wowmded in the leg.

D .onstrating the ultimate in professional airmenship, co-pilot CiuT

Dy M, IN.G.X pgsumed comend of the aireraft m d rushed his wounded &l r-
craft co mmnder to waiting medical attention at Hue/ihu Bai airfields ih=

route, ocrew-chief G'L T. E. DINNELLY wriggled his way into the cockpit
and applied a tourniquet to uJ WLl 'S leg, in a professional display
of cool-thirking followed by life-saving actim,

With the flight leader': end wingnan's aircraft down at ihu Bai for
danage assessnent, five aireraft continued the lift, until W.J D. SuYES
wes forced to divert to'ithu Bai due to multiple hits and loss of flight
control boost system caused by cneny fire, '‘he renaining four aircraft
successfully completed the 1ift, with the flish®t #2 & whole lifting 340
+ilVlY trocps in o long and harrowing day,
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Squadron totals for the day were 628 troo;:s/passesngersand 54 tong
of cerge lifted in 238 sorties for 84.3 flight hours. Forty eight
battleficld casualties were evacuated.

3 February 1968 - The White Knights of HriM-165 flew 115 sorties in

34,4 £1ight hours, lifting 197 troops/passemgers md 21.5 tons of carugc,
& flight of 3 CH-46's led by Cuw®l Dv B. mCDYIxs, departed the USs ValluY
PURGE o a cargo/passenger/adain run to the Denang area, The flighi anos
mder enenyfire .enroute, with the second aircraft sustaining n~ix hits,
but the helicopter proved airworthy, and the flight completed v ..ocoi-w
before returning to the ship,-

4 February 1968 - i flight of four CH-46's, led by Cur® Ro Lo &0750L%
departed the USS VLLLEY FURGE on a resupply of Camp Corrcll, Co L.

the Fockpile, out of Dong Ha LSi. In wnder four hours; &2.00C j.un

of cargo were lifted, 4t the end of the day; the squadrem had carvio?
76o/ tons of cargo end 84 troops/passengers in 147 sorties for 35,1 r..l
hovrz, Tan battlefield casusltics were evacuated,

5 February 4968 - The erbarked squadron flew 52.1 flight hours, in
wiicdy 170 sovriies were flown, and 258 troops/passengers and 88 tns c.
cargowre lifted, Twelve battlefield casualties were evacuated, No
sigaificent events occured,

€ Tebruary 1966 - No flight operations due to weather,

7 Februsry 1968 - This day foumad BMid-155 busy, as squadron totals enou.
1214 tone of cargo, as well ag 297 troaps/passengers were lirvied In ¢
sorties for 63.9 flight hours, # section of 2 CH-46's, led by %
#CEIRE, 1lifted an astounding 96,000 pounds of cargo and 70 trcops in
eigh’s hours, in a long but productive day.

8 Fcbruary 1968 - Hampered by weather, the squadron flew 10,2 Tligh® nours.
but 1ifted 12,1 tons of cavrgo and 45 troops/passangers in 32 sorties.

9 February D68 - 4 section of 2 Ci-46's, led by Card C. H. BILYIER,
departed the USS VelukY FURGE on a resupply nission to SLF wnits in the
figid, JTn under three hours, the section lifted an iwpressive 42,000
poumnds’ of cargo for the days The squadron logged &7 sorties in 21.1
tiight hours, lifting 50.5 tons of cargo and 46 troops/passengers, Seven
baitlefield carualties were ewacuated, '

10 February 068 - Lgain hamperes by nonsoon weather, the squadron log=-
ged % scrties in 8,9 flight hours, lifting 52 troops/passamgers. Three
battlefield casual ties were evacuated., & scction of 2 GH-46's, led by
Cui® Re L. SEREVES, received nortar fire in the lending zone on the
piclup of an energency medevae, but no hiis were received, md the
sectioa returned to the USS VALLEY FORGE.
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11 February 1968 -~ Lgain, in epite of being hampered by weather, HilM-165
ncetheless 1ifted 19.2 tons of cargo and 162 troops/pa.ssongers in 53
gorties for 10,3 flight hours, ne battlefield casualty was evacuated,

12 F@‘wruary 1968 ~ Six (H-46's working in two plane sections, -eparted
the USS VulLlBY FRGE for an off-load of emergency cargo from the USS
muw') it day's end, the 2ircraft had carried 131,700 pounds of geat
Squadron totals showed 109.8 tons of cargo carried, mnd 158 & orne/
paasengers lifted dn 211 sorties for 66,5 flight hours. One st
fi=l ¢ casualty was evacuated.

13 Lebruar,y 1968 - i section of 2 CH-46's, led by GuwT J, M, wi .
departed the USu VALLEY FURGE to continue the off-load of the U‘~~ R
In 2 little over six hours, the section had carried 40,007 pcunis ~f
carzo. The squadron as a whole carried 125,2 tons of cargo =ad ..
pessanzers in 234 sorties for 80.7 flight hours,

14 Hobruary 1968 - i section of 2 On-46's, led by thad W, &, SedunD,
depavied the USS VallBY FURGH; and continued the off-load of the US.
wlwd0s  Tn eight hours, end eleven trips, the section lifted & stag-
gering 75.000 pomds of cargo and 10 tr00ps/passengers. Squadron totw i.
ior the cay listed 160,2 tons of cargo and 82 troops/passenga,rs lifted
fn 206 gorties for 79.7 flight hours.

15 Febrvary 1968 - HMM.-165 terminated its' off-load of the support
ships of CIG 79,5 with a reecord 367,000 pounds of cargo lifted. Sguzd-
ron totals for the day reflected 91,6 tons of cargo and 25 'tr."oops./p-z.u',-
smzers 11f%e4 in 244 sorties for 70.5 flight hours. Two beiilciiold
casveliies were svacuated.

16 Fohruary 1965 = & scction of 2 CHw46's, led by CGiT Ko H. o-CKik,
departed the USS VLLLEY FURGE on an irscrt of fresh troops inio the
SLY cperating area, While in the drep zone, the flight encount\.red
eneny mcriar IJire, but no hitg were sustained, Squadron totals showed
29 toms of cargo and 115 troops/passengers lifted in 104 sorties for
21.5 flight hours, Five battlcefield casualties were evacuated,

17 Fubruary 1963 ~ Spuadron %otals *his date showed 16,4 tons of cargo and
: oops/passazgers lifted in 111 scrtics for 30.7 flight hours.
t¥ one batileficld cacualties were evecuated,

18 Fetraery 1966 - HMI-165 helilifted squadron personnel and cargo to
ihum Bai as the UST VLLLLY FUHGY gteaned toward the kepublic of the
$hillipives for replenishuent,

19 February 965 - The Whi%e knishts' first task ashore was the carry=
ing externally of mch-n onr’e fuel from "Cocoa Beach" to rhu Bai, Sguadron

toteis reflected 38 troops/pessongers and 14 tens of cargo 11fted in 36
gorties for 19,2 ¢11g,nt hours,
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. 20 February P68 « & flight of feur Glag6's led by Cud'l s. Jo LLLEGA de-

peried Phu Bai on a gombat cargo resupply nission in support of UrERuTIUN
HTk CITY, The flight encountered eneuy simll arns fire at omme point,
but successfully resupplied the beleagured Marines at Hue with 45,000
pounds of ruch-weeded cargo., Squadron totals for the dgy showed 62
tz:ocxps/passengers and 56.8 tonas of cargo lifted in 103 sortics for 43.4
flight hours.

24 Feovruary 1968 - HMU. 465 launched a flight of threec CH-46's .= o,

CowT Co He BILTIMIER, into the Hue-Citadel stadium area o an in=r -

fresh combat troops. During each of the five approeches into v... L .*

iz adrcraft cane mder intense aeny small armg and autongtic wiipan

fire, resulting in twe aircraft sustaining hits, The nission was e x.

oresily delayed until a more suitable approech = d exit route ccuo .o’

dovigads Thisg accorplished, & flight of four CH~46's, led by tad I 7 %+

launched and corpleted the nission without further incident, Squadrc

totals for the day showed 315 troops/passengers and 86 tans of cargc 1ii .-

ed i 177 corbies for 66,7 flight hours. T.enty twe battlefield casualii -

were avecuatsi,

22 February 1966 - 4 sectiom of two CH-46's, led by CaiT H. E. VE.RCE,
ﬁ,epa* ted hu Bai on & resupply missiam to Nam Hea. The section rade
15 trips; and drew fire 4 times enroute, but corpleted the nission, lift-
ing o setounding 90,000 pounds of carge and 58 troops/passenvers. mc

. seadron as a whole flew 167 scrties in 45.1 flight hours, llftlng 10. %
tons of crrgo and 150 “roops/passagers.

25 Foproary 1968 - Harpered by nonsoon conditions, hliu-165 flew 20 scTbiac
in 11,3 flight hours, and lifted’ T 8 tons of cargo and 21 troobs/pussen .

24 Pobrvary 1968 - 4 flight of 3 CH-46's, led by Cavl 'n. L, GunbVis, - de-
parted Fhu Bai for Quang Tri, thence to Khe Sanh for a combat cargc re-
swply to the Marine p031t10ns at #ills 556 and 661. ‘he aircraft tock
inconing mortar rounds in theé fuel pits at khe Sanh, but no hits were
sustained, Syuadron totals ref lected 16 sorties in 8.7 flight hours, 1ifi-
ing 5% $roops/passengers and 3.6 tcns of cargoj

05 Fehruery 1968 - o flight of four Ci-46's, led by Gl o, J. oLLkGa,

. deparied Phu Bai in support of QrbiwTIN HUE CITY. The flight drew fire
three tines while carrying cargo into the beseiged walled city. &t dys'’
end, the squadron had flown 163 sorties in 40.6 flight hours, lifting
753 tong of cargs and 36 trocps/paSwer\gers.

26 February 1968 - i gection of two CH-46's leA by CrT K, H, M.CKIE,
departed Thu Bai for Queng Tri, and thence to Khe Sarh., The section took
incoming mortar rounds in the Teveéthant area while shut down, but no hits
ware sustained, and the section launched at v risus times throughout the
day om assigned medevac nissioms. The squadron flew 119 scrties in £41.2

iLhours, :
i e ]
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27 February 1968 -~ L flight of two CH-46's led by CiPT 4, J. LLLEGS,
departed Phu Bal on an insert of 4RVN troops into the Hue Hospital Pad,
In 7.5 hours, the section successfully lifted 377 ARWN troops. HMM-165
flew 209 sorties in 73,2 flight hours, lifting 630 troops/passengers and
68 tons of cargc, Five battlefield casualties were evacuated.

28 February 1968 - HMM-165 this date logged a total of 203 sorties in 60.2
flight hours, lifting 179 troops/passengers and 82 tor's of cargo. Nine-
teen battlefield casualties were evacuated.

29 February 1968 - 4 section of two CH-46's departed Phu Bai on a cargo
mission, hauling precious JP-4 bladders between "Cocoa Beach" and Phu Bai,
In 2,3 hours, the section hauled a record 41,000 pounds of cargo. Squad-
ron totals this date reflected 122 sorties flown in 34,3 flight hou.rs, :
with 46 troops/passengers and 50.4 toms of cargo lifted,

1 March 1968 - HMM-165 this date flew 109 sorties in 39 flight hours,
lifting 163 troops/passengers and 14.5 tons of cargo. Forty-two battle-
field casualties were evacuated.

2 March 1968 - With the return of the USS VallkY FUKGE from the Philippines
HMM-165 commenced to off load equadron gear in preparation for return to

. CPCON and 4ADCQN of MiG-36, Hampered by deteriorating weather, the squad-
ron flew 60 sorties in 26,3 flight hours, lifting 137 troops/passengers
and 26.3 tons of cargo. ' ‘ v

3 March 1968 = The off loading of squadron gesr and personnel comprised
most of the squadron's efforts today. HMM-165 launched 10 aircraft to
facilitate the off-load., Despite this heavy committment, the White
Knights answered the call for an emergency troop-lift. Three aircraft,
led by MyJ. D, ShYES, tallied wp 10 flight hours while lifting 74 troops/
passengers and 33,000 pounds of gear, This wag accomplished although one
sircraft was forced down with an engine failure. Not to be deterred, how-
ever, the crew soon had another bird and was back on the job, Squadron
totals for the day reflected 222 sorties flown in 72,5 flight hours,
lifting 228 troops/passengers and 96.2 tons of cargo.

b. Operations

During this reporting period, HMM-165 flew 3663 sorties, carrying
668% troops/passengers and 1866,1 tons of cargo for a total of 1374.2
flight hours,

(a) Operation Badger Catoch, 4 ‘total of 1780 swrties were flown in
support of this operation, carrying 3446 troo;;s/passengers. Two hundred
battlefield casualties were evacuated, and 635,1 tons of cargo were lifted
in 414.2 flight hours,

‘ 6 | v
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(b) Operation Houston, & total of 12,0 hours were flown in support
of this operation, carrying 110 m'oops/passengers and 8,4 tons of cargo.
Forty-nine sorties were logged. '

(¢) Operation Hue City., & total of 420 sorties in 110.6 flight
hours were flown in support of this operation, 827 tr00ps/passengers
and 156,9 tons of cargo were lifted,

(e) Operation lancaster/Dye Marker., Twenty-nine sorties in 11,0

flight hours were logged in support of this operation. Six troops/
passengers and 11,4 tons of cargo were lifted,

6. Muintenance

(1) Aversge aircraft availibility for the period 1 Feb 1968 to
3 March 1968 vas 66 2/3%,

d. (Casualties,
' (1) ®J J. J, THLFP was wounded in the leg on 2 February 1968 in

support of Cperation Hue City., He was promptly medevaced to Cam Ranl. Bay
and thence to CONTS,

. PaRT IIT

1. Listing of Significant Events

&, Persomnel
(1) Transfers to HIM-165
(a) Five
(2) Transfers from HMM-165
(a) Four
(%) Promotions

(a) SGT J. Po SILVIERA wes promoted from Cpl.

PART IV
1. Supporting Ioouments
4. NONB
o v r—
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