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1 February 1968 ... It was en this d9.te that the Viet Cong and NC'r'!",h 
Vietnamese ArTilY launched their insidious off'Wsive :in the oi ty, cf j:.ine. 
Hl1t'L165 rallied In support of detercri,ne.d ~VN troops mo were ben~; on 
kecpmg this ancient ir.lperial city free fron eneny control. SqU,-'1.rlrcn 
COl:ll::umd:ing Officer LTCOL H. :1:). lWdJNE led a flight of 9 <l1 ... 46 's into 
Dong Ha, where '!U(VN troops were. staged prior to helilifting into tho 
1st .. ...RVN Hospital f'ad et Hue. 

128 troops were inserted :in one wave, :in a. daring display of 
operntional know how. Initially, mortar fire was encountered in ina 
drop zone, but the valiant escort Silli..WORTHY m-1E gunships wero succaas­
ful in keepmg cneoy hoods d01Nll.t and the zooe b~ane quiet. 

As the lift was oonpletod, the flight returned to ~1uang Tri for fuel, 
with two aircraft draw:ing aneoy fire enrouta. Iro hits were sustllinad, 
however, and, aftrJr rofueling, the flight rU+1J:":""1.~d to the USS V~ .. LLEY FLFtGE. 

Squadron total~ for the day roflectod 264 sorties in 60.4 flight hours, 
, ., . 
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lifting 701 troops/pa.ssengers and 72.8 tons of cargo. Sixty five 
battlefiold caaual tics were oYacua.ted. 

2 February 1166 - This second day of Februa.ry fowd the city of Hue 
under full seige. ~4gain responding to tho call, as they did fuo day 
before, lil'1I\~-165 nustered eight aircraft for an eocrgcncy lift· of ~"'Bv:.:· 
troops into thE:) iillVN Hospital l>ad at Hue. 

Led by J!i1 .. J J. J. Ti1..Rl?, the night depl1.rted 'the US~ V~.LLl<.:Y ;: ,ct,., .:~. 

and flew to Dong lIa,lIherethe first· wave of crF1.ck ~.RiJN 1st DLi'3:;::;Y .I,:>:r:, . 

were enplaned. 

Ii.':nroute to Hue, the flight picked up two SCiJ.1{!i' •• CE lfJ::L1E g'LL'Yls:n;,.o:; r.,_­
escort, and broke up into two pIMa sections,with the g'Jr..shLps l<e.Y~·: 
tho way to the drop zone. 

'l~e fi:r8t wrwc we.s successfully inserted with no fire tnko.1'l; hO\··Q;"r-.:r. 

tho h,)tJy cO::ltE1atOG battle for the city couln be seen raging in C1030 
I)'::oxioi ty to the zone. 

E."l.rout:e, 10vl level, to Quong Tri for fuel, prior to pioking Up tho 
second'v-BYe of troops at IJa Vang airstriIJ, a few miles south of liua").:- ~,,: 
CJ·,j;'T D. B. NCDYRE drew intense erl0LlY (lutoLatic w(:)apons fire, Austaj.nillg 
hits to eleotrical wiring in the aircraft, result:ing in cOLlp10t.:.: loss 0.: 
generator. -power to his instrULlents, radios, and el<;ctronic sye":;oLls. r.:. .. I.''l' 
dCDY.ttJ!I nursed his crippled aircraft to ~/,uB..ng Tri, '\\here he. sh'.:t c::)!in .. f ::;' 
inspection and repair, leaving seven aircr.aft to ccntinue t.l)o li.n. 

: .. ftcr refuel:ing, the flight J;ndo the pickup of "the eeem,'! ',:'lvcof.'. ·L.':' , ;., 
and hoaded for Hue via tho coastal route. LJicking UtJ tho gwnhipl3 off t:-::.G 
COA-st, llLilJ lli~J:{,j::S eecticn again inserted its load of t,roOps vJi'G~lout 
encountering encuy fire. enroute to the drop ame; howover, upon Jl..ft-oU, 
procoeding back to the oOc').st, his seotion cano under intmse autor l['. tic' 
weapons fire~ nnd the flight leader was seriously wounded in the log. 

D·'.onstmting the ul t:inato in profossionAl airtlE!nship, co-pilot C~",-T 
D. !tI, })l.:1'f •• G.J~ aSFJ'u'ner'i cOJil"land of tho aircraft m: d rushed his wounded'ai r­
craft co ~k"!nder to waiting !:19dice.I attention at Huo/l'hu Bm airfield. ;'h­
route, cre\oT-chief <;.L T. E. DCliINELLY wriggled his way into the coc~it 
and appliec a tourniquet to i'L. .. J ~..i.I...' 's leg, in a professional display 
of cool-th:"'r.k:i~g followed by life-saving ttctian. 

HUh the flight leafler':, end wingUqn".; aircre.ft GOwn I'1t lhu 13ai for 
d"1r.1age assessnont, five aircraft continued tho lift, until J:i..J D. s....YEiS 
was forced to c:ivert to'l'huBai due to onltiple hits and loss of flight 
oontrol boost system Cc'lused by cnony fire. 'Lho renaining four airoraft 
successfully cOf.lpleted the lift, with the fli~ht fC: 0. ,..hole lifting 340 
... livtl troeps in, g long rmd harrowing daYe 
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Squadron totals for the MY were 628 troops/passengers' and 54 tons 
of cargo lifted :in 238 oorties for 84.3 flight hours. Forty eight 
bsttlofield casualties were evacuated. 

3 February 1968 - The White Knights of HLVll.liJ..165 flew 115 sorties in 
34.4 flig..1J.t hours, lifting 197 troops/passeng~Ts and 21.5 tons of cari;p-'(;~ 
~~ flight of 3 CH-46 IS led by G..4.I.''l' D. B. N\';1JYJ.~J depD,rted the U.:3.; V~.IJL ... Y 
YURGb an a cargo/passenger/adoin rtm. to the .Ihnang area. :1'1:112 flip.:l'. j;J:~,."; 
under oo.ei;:).yf:irc .enroute, with the second aircraft sustaining .,:j.~{ hi:t;, 
but t..'le helicopter proved airworthy, and the flight cOT1plet'O'(; :.ch· 'c,, •. :1 -'. 
bofore rotmning to the ship~-

4 Februa,ry 1968 -~ .. flight of four CH..46's, led by Co...i:r.t.'R. 1. ;:":-ll;', 
de-iJoxted the US.:J 1[j .. 11EY FURGi:!: on a resupply cf Gaup C:".:!.'roJJ., Ce·>.- .. 
t>~E()CF.pile, out of Dong Ha 1SiI..· In under roue' hours, b2~.Oar; 1 .).:'.' , 
of C11:cgO were li.fted. ~.t the end of the dIW, '~ho SqWldI'c::l had cq,r;:~·'" 

7G",4 ·ljO:'1S of cargo Me. 84 troOpsjpassengers in 147 s:> rties for 35.'{ L~c.·"· 
hOD..!'3~'1'8:n battlefield casual tics were evacuated. 

5 February "i968 - The enbarked squadron flew 52.1 flight hours, in 
"i'lic,'1. 170 sc::.'·~ios were flown, and 258 troops/passengers and 08 tons r .. 
carf,o "ore lifted~ Twelve b8. ttlefiel d casual ties were evacuated. No 
S igc1 if ier:r.. t e"iren ts occured. 

6 F0br .... ~ary 1968 - No flight operations due to wo,':1.ther. 

7 Febru8,ry 1968 - Th5s day found HMi.1-165 bU'3~T, as squadron td",,13 ":"'. 
13'io4 tons of cargo, as w~)ll as 297 tro;'!'shassengers WO:;:-8 Ih::((~ ~11 ',):;~ 
sort.ies for 63.9 flight hours ... ~ section of 2 GH_46 I Fl, le('1 b~f {'.)er J!. ,:;" 
l1CmJ{[;;, l:Lftec~ an ast01miling 96,000 p01l.."'lc1s of cargo and 70 trC:1j;H:3 b 
eig:b.-b hOl1!'s, :in a long but 'productive day. 

8 Fcbrtk,\ry 1968 - Haopered by weather, the squadron flew 100 2 ':ligl:.·~"101.'.l': .. -
bl:t, lifted 1201 tons of ca.-go wd fr5 troops/piSl:lcngers in 32 so.:rt::.O.3, 

9 February 1968 -,jj. section of 2 C.h-46 IS, led by W''f C. H. ~I1'l'.i.i.'lr..8Ji, 
departed tho l:oS V .... LLf:Y .£'ultGB on a resupply oission to cll.Ji' units in t:1e 
fie::.c1. In UJ.dC'T three hours 1 the section liftell an iLlpressiv8 42,000 
pm1,,1,,:8 of cargo for the da,Yo The squadron logged 81 sorties in 21.1 
L.::.D.1t hOUTS, lifting 50 0 5 tons of cargo and 48 troops/passengers. Seven 
ba t'blefield caFua}. ties were ewouated. . 

10 Febrw.ry 1960 - l~gain hnnpered by nonsoon weather, the squadron log­
ged :6 se,dies i.'l 8~9 flight hours, lifting 52 troOps/passmgers. Throe 
ba ttlefiel d ca.sual Ues were evacuated. ~~ s action of 2 c&-46 IS, led by 
(!.: .. i..'1.' R. L. SI-.J:l1<~-V'J.'lS, rOC0ived nortar fire in the lenr1ing zane on the 
pickup of an enorgmoy Doc1evac ,but no Id.ts '.WT'O received, In d tho 
soctioG. returned to the U~:;s Vl.LLBY :i!'ORGE, 
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11 February 1960 - ii.gain, in spite of belng' hanpere1 by weftther, HHI'1-165 
n.anetheless lifted 19.2 tons of cargo And 162 troops/passengers :in 53 
sorties for 10.3 fl igh t hours. One battlefiel d cc.su.:-'1l ty was eve,cua ted. 

12 P8~~ruary 1968 - Six CH-46 f S working :in two plane sections, '1.eparter'! 
the U3S ~';,;.~LLEY FORGE for an cff-load of Gnergoncy cargo froIl th<l USS 

.i.I.:,J10o .... 1; dayls md, the e..ircraft had carried 131,700 pounds of gAE,'C. 

S1U2JrOn totals showed 109. £3 tons of cargo carried, Bnrl 158 L'cc2'F! / 
pa2umgers lii'tedin 211 sorties for 68.5 flight hours. One ;jj-!;:,:, . 

fi81.c casualty was evacuated. 

i3 j?ebruary 1968 - .i:.. section of :2 CH-46 's, led by (J.;1.i'T J. J.1. !';:.;" 

de7.)arten the. US;:) V~I.LLBY H0RG}!J to continue the off-load of th.e. U~ ..... 1,;. 

L,' 2" 1i ttle over six hours, the section. had carried 40 /)O() !)cun''c~;,f 
08:::-.,,:0,. TJ.e squadron as a whole carriec1125.2 t0D.S of ca.rgo "'n.d ,~, '1:' 

pas,,;Gn:jcrs :L."1. 234 sorties for 80.7 f'ligh t hours-, 

14 :8'~~bru2.::·;.r 196d - ~~ section of 2 0.11-46 IS, led by H; ... J W. h • .:ii.!.I,\~D, 
Cb;)~.j:·:~u.Cl t"le U[~,'3 V,.11BY .B0R.Gl!;, and con tinuod the off-load of the Ul;) .. , 

... L:, .• l,rO. J!). e:i{-,h t hours, an d elevm trips t the section lifted a. stag­
g'3:rine 7-::';,000 I,olInds of cargo and 10 troops/passengers. &J.uac'lron to';;C'i_ 
for the doW listed 160.2 tons of cargo and 82 troops/passengors liftcc: 
~~n 206 Ec:-ti.QS for 79~ 7 flight hours. 

15 F8brlcary 1968 - HiYM··165 tcrtlinated its 1 off-loar1 of the support 
sh:lp::.: of CTG 79.5 with a ::>eGord 367~000 pounr'!s of cargo lifted, Sq'J.s:.d·­
ron total8 for th.o C!ay reflectod 91.6 to.i1S of cargo and 255~.·~')()os:/1'."). 
s,:::::.~Gl'S V.f·,;<)n. b 244 sorties for 70.5 flight hours. Two b?i.;,J.(;~i0>~ 
c,",suelU.8S w)re Gvac1..1ated. 

16 F6hruFl.ry 19(.0 - i. s action of 2 CIL46 , s, 1 en by c...;;, 'I' K. H. dCKlli, 
"1epnrted the Ui:):;) V.L.LL:SY FORGE on an insort of fresh troops jr.JuG t.'1e 
SL1" cpemting aroa. \ihile in the d:;.'op zone, the flight encount<;;I'ed 
eneoy mc-tar ;:ire, but no hits woro susta:inO(lo SqlEc1ron totals sho',vee: 
29 tons of careo and 115 troops/pElssengers lifted in 104 sorties for 
21.'5 fliCh-t hours. Five b~ttlofield cRsll.'llties wore evacuato0,. 

17 E\';:::.:r1k'1.r~.r 196 i3 •• Sluac:ron totals ~d.a date shewed 16.4 tons of cargo and 
295 ·:;r0C'p[i/pe.sS8D.,~8rS lifted in 111 sortic;; for 30.7 flight hours:. 
T;;,-::xty one b9,tUef.iolc: c8.f1ual ties were eVF.cuated. 

18 Feb,ru,2.TY 196G - HlvJ:;!-165 h81ilifted squadron personnel and ca.rgoto 
j,"bu Bc-ti as the TJSS v:~11bY .H).KGh steaned towarCl the .f1.opublic of. tho 
l'hilli.9::nE's for ropl enishDen·l;. 

19 Februe..ry '1968 - The1j!b.:!.·:iC li:nigh ts' first task ashore was the carry-
ing E'zternally of L1Ucb-Deeded fue.l from "COCO :1 Beach" to ..:hu Bai. Squac1ron 
to-!;c.:Ls :'ei'leded 38 -r.:coops/pe.secngeTs and 1/~ 7c::.., ('.+" cargo lifted in 36 
sartles for 1902 flight hours.. . 
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20 T'8J,ruary 1968 .. il. flisht of .(eur CH-46's led by C~"L' A.. J. J:..LLID ... de­
Po,:;:'c2d :Fhu Bai on a ~ollbat cargo resupply I;lission in SUI,port of Ui'~Trul~ 
Ht'}.; CI'rY8 The flight enoountered enei:lY sllall arns fire at one point, 
bu'~ s11ccessfully resupplied the beleagured lYJarines a.t Hue with 45,000 
pmmds of I:lUch-~eeded cargo. Squadrcn totals for the dB;t showed 62 
vJ:o(ypsfpassengers anc1 56.8 tons of cargo lifted in 103 sorties. fol' 1~:J.4 
f} igrl t hours. 

2': :~'ohruary 1968 - HlliJ!L165 launched a flight of three OR-46's .8:' ~./ 
Gl!..e:l' C. H. BI1TIJ.vlIER, into the Hue-Citartcl stadium area en an~r"--', 
f::"Gsh combat troops. Dur:i.ng each of the five approe.ches into '>., J •• 

t?l '; 1j, remft car.le un der in tense Eneny slJall aros an c"! au tODe,-!;j.c w. ':.::- :i,: 

firc 1 :r-esul ting in two aircraft sustaining hi tet Th e Lliss".ori W2.R 'C'.,., 

orE'",,,:~1y delayed tmtil a Clore suitable approE'.oh En c1 exit route Ge,,::,.,,: 

r'8visod. 'lbis r..ccc!1plishen, a' flight of four CH ... 46 's, led by j'ii:..j II, ,"­
launc'l'1ed and conpleted the nission without further incir1ent. Squ~,cr;:"'.. 
tc,taOi.::- foJ:' the cTay showed 315 troop,s/passengers an d 06 tons of cRrgc 1 ii " 
Cit :i:il "i'n eorties for 66.7 flight hours. T,!enty two battlefield Cf'..8u'tl'~i, ' 

we:re 0VP.CU''1 tr:<:;~ 

22 Fcbrue..ry 1968 - 11. section of '"wo CH-46's, led by Ci.iT R. E. lEII.Ret: .. 
c~epa:::'tec1chu Bai on a resupply nission to Nan Hoa. The section mdQ 
15 t:rips, and ·drew fire 4 tines cnroute, but corpleted the nission, lift, 
ir!;~ D_1. 2,stotmding 90,000 pounds of cargo and 58 troopsjpassengers. 'lila 
SCl'laciron as a w~ole flew 167 sc'rties in 45.1 flight hours, lifting 10.~.<n 
ton.8 cf (,forgo on d 150 troops/passmgers. 

23 l"c;J:::"J,ary 19613 - H9'.'-!Pered by ncnsoon conch tiona, lu,il-16S UeH 20 sOc tj.,~s 
b 11.3 flight hours, 2.nd lifted 1~fJ tons of cargo and 21 troopsjpC:'SSe!l;:;'rr' . 

24 :;'otxw1.ry 19G13 - 11. flight of3 Oh-46'g,led by C.J'1i it. L. JtJ.h:bVBJ;j~· dC'­
pf-'.rJGed .i:'hu Bai for l.tuang '1'ri,thence to .Khe Sanh fora. eonbat . cargo ro­
supply to the Harino positions at hills 5~8 and 061. '.I.he alrere,ft took 
inCO!::ing nortn:c rounds in the fuel: pits at l\.he Sanh, but no hits were 
suslPt:Ln,8Cl. Sq,uadron totals reflected 1.6 sorties. in 8.7 flight hours; lift­
ing 53 troops/passengers and 3.6 tens of cargoi: 

25l!G':;1'U[cry 1968 - .. ,\ flight of four Ci-l-1l6 1s, led by G.:.£'l' .-". J ••• LLW~~, 
. ceV;l'ded i'hu Bai b suppod of. OJ.m.IJ.'IaJ HUl!J iJITY.The flight drew fixe 

thr0Q hues while carrymg cargo mto the beseigod walled city. ~.t days' 
end, the f'lr;.uarlron had flown 163 sorties in 40.6 flight hours, lifting 
7965 tons of carl'S:) pur1. 36 troops/passengers. 

26 February 1968 - .i. section of two CH-46 , s le~ by CL.J:'T K. H. ItL'.CKIE, 
neparterll'hu Ba.j. for QUc-mg Tri, And i:h mce to KI:1e Sanh. The section teok 
inconing norte.r roundCl in tho revdtnmt r>.rea while shut dOwn, but no hits 
wcrG sU8t,~jncd. fl)u1 the SGC"Ucn l.'wncher'l, at VT'~ji.l.8 til.:tes thr0ughout the' 
day on assigno('! D00.C{VaC l"llRsions. The squ('t~ron flew 119 serties :in 41.2 

i,hours. 
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'Z7 Febl'Wl.ry 1968 - .h. fl:i.£ht of two CH-46 IS led by Cl>PT 1~. J. il.LL:EGiO., 
departed Phu Bai on an :insert of ltRVN troops into the Hue Hospital Pad. 
In 7.5 hours, the section successfully lifted 377 ARVN troops. HMK-165 
flew 209 sorties :in 73.2 flight hours, lift:ing 630 troops/passengers and 
68 tons of oargc". Five battlefield casual ties were evaouated. 

28 February 1968 - HMM-165 this date logged a total of 203 sorties in 60.2 
flight hours, lifting 119 troops/passengers and 82 tot"S of cargo. Nine­
teen battlefield casualties were evacuated. 

29 February 1968 - 1~ section of two CH-46's departed Phu Bai on a cargo 
mission, haul:ing precious JP-4 bladders between "Cocoa Beach" and Phu Bai. 
In 3~3 hours, the seotion hauled a reoord 41,000 pounds of cargo. Squad­
ron totals this da.te reflected 122 sorties flown :in 34.3 flight hours, 
wi th 46 troops/passengers and 50.4 ton.s of oargo lifted~ 

1 March 1968 - Hl'1M-165 this date flew 109 sorties in 39 flight hours, 
lifting 163 troops/passengers and 14.5 tons of cargo. Forty-two battle­
field casualties were evaouated. 

2 IvIarch J..968 - With the return of the U8S V""LLEY J!l(;l(QE from the Philippines 
Hl"M-165 commenoed to off load squadron gear :in preparation for return to 
oPCON and .!~DCQN of M .. G-36. Hampered by deteriorating weather, the squad­
ron flew 60 sorties :in 26.3 fligh t hours, lift:ing 137 troop s/passengers 
and 26.3 tons of cargo. ' ' 

3 March 1968 - The off load:ing of squadron gear and personnel comprised 
most of the squadron's efforts today. HMM..165 latmched 10 aircraft to 
facilitate the off-load. Despite this heavy committment, the \olhi te 
Knights answered the call for an emergency troop-lift. Three aircraft, 
led by M"~J. D. SkYES, tallied up 10 flight hours while lifting 14 troops/ 
passengers and 33,000 pounds of gear. This was accomplished although one 
aircraft was forced dovn wi "til an engine failure. Not to be deterred, how­
ever, the crew soon had another bird and was back on the job. Squadron 
totals for the day reflected 222 sorties £10141:in 72.5 flight hours, 
lifting 228 troops/passengers and 96.2 tons of cargo. 

b. Operations 

Dur:ing this reporting period, HNM-165 flew 3663 sorties, carrying 
6683 troopsjpassengers and 1866.1 tons of cargo for a total of 1314.2 
fligh t hours. 

(a) Qpera,tion Badger Catch. A ,total of 1780 sarrties were flown in 
support of this operation, carry:ing 3446 troops/passengers. Two hundred 
battlefield casualties were evacusted, and 635.1 tons of cargo were lifted 
:in 414.2 flight hours. 
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(b) Operation Houston. .b. total of 12.0 hours were flown :in support 
of this operation, carrying 110 troops/passengers and 8.4 tons of cargo. 
Forty-nlne sorties were logged. " 

(c) Operation Hue City. .10. total of 420 sorties :in 110.6 flight 
hours were flo'lll In support of this operation. 827 troops/passengers 
and 156.9 tons of cargo were lifted. 

(c) OPeration Lancaster/Dy~ Ms.rker. Twenty-n:ine sorties In 11.0 
flight hours were logged :in support of this operation. Six troops/ 
passengers and 11.4 tans of cargo were lifted. 

o. &in tenanoe 

(1) i~verage aircraft availibili ty for the period 1 Feb 1968 to 
3 M3.rch 1968 was 66 2/3%. 

d. Casualties. 

(I} l>hJ J. J. THi.RP was wounded :in the leg on 2 February 1968 in 
support ofCperation Hue City. He was promptly medevaced to Cam Ran!.. Bay 
and thence to OONUS. 

P.i..RT III 

1. Listlng of Significant Events 

a'". P era onn el 

(1) Transf ers to Hf.1M-165 

(a) Five 

(2) Transfers from HlYM-165 

(a) Four 

(3) Promotions 

(a) roT J. P. SlLVJ:ER.a. was promoted from Cpl. 

P.;i.RT IV 

1. SuppODt:l.ng *&OU1l1Ellta 

s. NONE 
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