
 

-,-

,L , , 

36m lEtt £IE 

DECLASSIFIED 

NARlNE MEDIUH HELICOPTER SQUADRON 165 
M&r.i.ne Aircraft Group 15 

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commander Task Group 79.5 

Subj : Command Chronology, sulmission of (U) 

Ref: (a) BrigO 5750 

,3:JJH:rgl 
0,3A27768 
:3 October 1968 

EnCl:j (1) Command Chronology for period 1-30 Septembe; 1968 

1 • In c ampliance with ref erence is hereb,y submitted. 

I 

Copy / of 3 0 Copies 

UNCLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 



.. 
DECLASSIFIED 

"PURITT" 

Part I 

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 165 
Marine Aircraft Group 15 

9th Harine Amphibious Brigade 
FPO, San lo'rancisco, 96602 

1. Orsanizational Data 

a. Gommanding Officer G. L. PATRICK, l..'fCOL 
b. bxecutive Officer J. E. flhTHER, HAJ 
c. Operations Officer H.. D. 'fAYLUR, ¥.:AJ 
d. Administrative Officer R. iI.. BROWN, l/LT 
e. Maintenance Officer A. D. DAVIS, MAJ 
f. logistics/Supply Officer L. R. ADAl·iS, CAPT 
g. NATOPS Officer R. G. MITChELL, ¥.AJ 
h. Safety Officer V. S. Rhl!.D, lvlAJ 

2. Task Organization and Unit .Loca.tion 

J:JJH:rgl 
OJA27768 

1Sep-JOSep68 
1Sep-JOSep68 
1Sep-.30Sep68 
1Sep-JOSep68 
1Sep-JOSep68 
lSep-JOSep68 
1 Sep-JOSep68 
1Sep-JOSep68 

a. HMM-165, Marine Aircraft Group 15, 9th Marine AmphibiOUS Brigade, 
FMFPac, FPO, San FranciSCO, 96602 

b. 1 September 1968 - JO September 1968 

J. kverage Strength of Squadron 

NAVAL AVIATORS AGO 
45 T 

FLIGHT StJR(lliON .J£NUSTED 
1 165 

4. Important Visitors to Squadron 

a. None 

Part II 

BOEING REP 
2 

G.E. REP 
1 

1 September 1968. HMM-165 spent the day getting rea.dy for on loading t~ 
the USS TRIPOLI, LPH-l0, and at 1700 the vfuite Knights put 18 GH-46's in­
to the air. Of the eighteen aircraft to lift from Phu hai, seventeen arr­
ived at the USS TRIPOL~, a credit to the efforts of all concerned. LTCOL 
G. L. PATRICK led the flight. 

2 September 1968. The first day of supporting the Special Landing Force, 
the White Knights were primarily occupied with administrative and liaison 
runs to the DaNang areas. Major A. D. DAVIS led his section of CH-46's to 
the comrrand post of the 2nd Battalion/7th Marines lifting 10,500 pounds 
of cargo and 52 passengers. 
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. 3 September 1968. Three sections of White Knight. on Mission 81 B lift­
ed J7,000 pounds of cargo and 175 passengers while running ship to ship 
and ship to shore shuttles. 

4 September 1968. Weather limited operations to on~ one Mission, 51 B, 
which was completed by two White Knight aircraft led by LtCol. G. L. 
FATRICK. 

5 September 1968. No flight. operations were held today due to the typhoon 
which struck the coast of South Viet Nan near Hue. 

6 September 1968. Mission 81 B was completed lItlile litting1 ,600 pounds 
of cargo and 52 passengers between the c/p of 2/7 and the USS TRIPOLI. The 
White Knights also gave support to Marine Aircraft Group 16 in completing 
Mission 84 B, a re8upp~ mission of the Special Force. outposts at Thong 
Duc. 

7 September 1968. Due to the decreased activity of 2/7, HMM-165 sent a 
division of CH-46 1s ashore to support Marine Aircraft Group 16. Led by 
Major J. E. PRATHER, the White Knights l1fteQ 17,000 pounds of cargo to 
outposts south of DaNang. Mission 81 B, was completed by two sections 
of White Knights resulting in 19,000 pounds of cargo and 104 passengers 
lifted on the ship to shore shuttle. 

8 September 1968. 1001-165 sent five aircraft to MAG-16 with LtCol. G. L. 
PATRICK as the flight leader. Four of the White Knights gave support to 
the Republic of Korea Marines as they lifted 36,500 pounds of cargo and 
48 troops to the outposts south of DaNang. The fifth White Knight air­
craft gave support to recon forces located south of DaNang completing' 
an overfly and resupply mission. Completion of Mission 81 B resulted in 
3,600 pounds of cargo and 91 passengers lifted while shuttling ship to 
shore. 

9 September 1968. > Two sections of White Knight aircraft were detached to 
¥~G-16. The first section led by Major A. D. DAVIS gave support to the 
Republic or Korea V~rine8 an Mission 9 and lifted 31,000 pounds of cargo 
and 155 troope. The second sectioJ?,,, with liLt. A. S. EDGAR working Mieeion 
21 and Capt. S. D. TURNER flying armed escort for the first seoti6n com-
piled 23 sorties. . 

10 September 1968. The White Knights continued their support of the ROK 
1-1arines as three aircraft led by Major R. D. TAYLOR lifted .35,000 pounde 
of cargo and 58 tro'op8 in completing MiSsion 9~ Another flight ot CH-46 1s 
led by Major V. S. REED gave support to the Jrd lilarineDivision and com­
pleted their mission while lifting 6,000 pounds of cargo and 91 troops to 
outposts south of the DMZ. Mission 81 B was completed wit.h totals showing 
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10,000 pounds of cargo and 125 passengers lifted during the ship to shore 
shuttle. 

11 September 1968. Major R. G. MITCHELL led his section of White Knights 
ashore in support of the Republic of Korea l-1arines. In completing Mission 
9, the section lifted ?A,OOO pounds of cargo and 27 troops. Mission 81 B 
was carried out by two sections led by LtCol. G. L. PATRICK and Capt. 
S. D. TURNER. Totals showed 13,000 pounds of cargo and 95 passengers lift­
ed while shuttling ship to shore •. 

12 September 1968. With LtCol. G. 1. PATRICK as flight leader, three White 
Knight aircraft launched to the area of An Hoa south of DaNarig. Working 
on Mission 16, the flight lifted 9,000 pounds of cargo and 164 troops while 
coming under fire on three different occasions. Capt. 1. R. ADAMS utilized 
his CH-46 effectively in lifting 6,500 pounds of cargo and 89 passengers 
while shuttling ship to shore. Major R. G. MITCHELL led his section to the 
An Hoa area also on Mission Number 16. Totals for the section showed 
15,600 pounds of cargo and 122 troops lifted and the area continued to 
give evidence of enemy presence as the section came under fire on three 
occassions. Major A. D. DAVIS led his section, of White Knights on Mission 
B? B, an administrative shuttle. Eleven hundred pounds of cargo and 42 
passengers were lifted in completing the mission. 

13 September 1968. With V~jor A. D. DAVIS as flight leader, three White 
Knights carried. out Mission 9 supporting ROK Marines. Encountering fire 
at their first drop zone J they continued to complete the mission~ lift-
ing 31,000 pounds of cargo and 103 troops. Major V. S. REED led his section 
of CH-46's on Misst~n 86 B supporting units of 2nd Battalion 7th Marines 
in the field whil,lifting 800 pounds of cargo and 92 troops to outposts 
south of DaNang. 

14 September 1968. Two White Knights worked three Missions JJ 9, 37 p and 
44. Led by Major R. D. TAYLOR the section lifted 4,000 pounds of cargo 
and 85 troops. Second Battalion 7th Marines received support from HMM~165 
as Capt. J. J. SMITH led his section south of DaNang on Mission 15. 
Totals showed' 5,000 pounds of cargo and 165 troops lifted. Mission 81 B 
supporting the SLF was completed by the White Knights resulting in 6,000: 
pounds of cargo and 95 troops lifted. Major A. D. DAVIS led his section 
on Mission Number 82 B lifting 3,000 pounds of cargo and 18 passengers 
in completing the mission. . 

15 September 196$. ,The ROK Marines received support from the White 
Knights as Major V. S. REED led his section south of DaNang. ThirteGn 
thousand five hundred pounds of cargo and 33 troops were lifted in com­
pleting Mission Number 9. Capt. S. D. TURNER was the section leader as 
two white Knights completed two overflys of recon zones south of DaNang. 
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Hajor A. D. DAVIS led the way as a flight of 3 CH-46 , s completed Mission 
15. Despite encountering enemy fire in th~ drop zone, they successfully 
lifted 11,000 pounds of cargo and 6, troops to an outpost south of DaNang. 
Completion cif ttdssion 81 B by HNM-165 resulted in 5,000 pounds of cargo 
and 66 passengers shuttled ship to shore. 

16 September 1968. Operation MAMELUKE THRUST gained support from HMM-165 
as two sections of ltlhite Knights, led by Major R. G. MITCHELL arl 1/Lt. E. 
L. FISCH6R carried out ltission 15. Totals showed 1] ,OOC pounds of cargo 
and 140 troops lifted to outposts south of DaNang. First Lieutenant J. R. 
RuDOLFH completed Mission 5 I and returned 5 POW's for interrogation to 
DaNang. With liLt. W. B. RING as section leader, l·fission Number 9 support­
ing the RGK Harines, was completed with totals showing 13 ,000 pounds of 
cargo and 21 troops lifted. Mission 81 B was completed by two sections led 
by Major R. D. TAYLOR and Capt. J. J. SMITH while lifting 11,000 pounds 
of cargo and 89 passengers during the ship to shore shuttle. 

17 September 1968. Three sections of White Knights went ashore to give 
support to MAG-16. LtCol. G. L. fATRICK led the first section on MIssion 
Numbers 9 and 39. Utilizing their GH-46's fully they lifted 37,000 pounds 
of cargo and 36 troops in 9.4 total flight h~urs. Capt. S. D. 1LRNER was 
the section leader of the second section which lifted 2,600 pounds of 
cargo and '4 troops in completing Mission 23. With Capt. G. V. OTTO in 
the lead, the second section completed ~lission 15 in support of Operation 
f1AIviliLUY.E THRUST while lifting 500 pounds of cargo and 23 troops. Mission 
81 B was comrleted by two sections led by Major A. D. DAVIS and Capt. J. J. 
SMITH. Totals showed 13,000 pounds of cargo and 139 passengers shuttled 
ship to shore. 

18 September 1968. HIv]}i-165 sent six White Knight aircraft ashore on 
flission 9 supporting the ROK Marines. The three sections led by Major 
V. S. RE~SD, t.:apt. L. R. AD/J1S .:md liLt. G. A. MCKINN1'Y, lifted 41,000 
pounds of cargo and 14/ troops in comj leting the mission. J.Jajor R. G. 
NITCHELL led his section south of DaNang on Mission 84 B which comrleted 
showed 3,000 pound.s of cargo and 57 troops lifted in support of tte ARVN 
Forces. CaI-t. G. V. UTTO '!'las the section leader as Mission 16 was completed· 
by the hhite Knights while lifting 6,000 pounds of cargo and 61 troops.· 
J.iission Nwnber 81 D when completed showed 1,600 pounds of cargo and 139 
pas5engGrS shuttled between ship and 5hore. 

19 September 1968. The 5th Harines operating south of I;aNang in the An 
I-:oa area recei ved ~ery amrle sup}!ort from the h'hite Knight flight led by 
Na:or R. D. l'J,YLOR. Twent;y three thousand pounds of cargo and 1~9 troops 
were lifted by the division. Major V. S. RE:bD led his section 0:1. lvrission 
16 soutL west of Dal\lang. SUPI=orting outposts of the 5th Marines they lift­
ed 23,000 pounds of cargo and 130 troops to landing zones in the mountains 
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north of An hoa. Mission 81 B supporting 2/7 resulted in 82 passengers 
and 1,000 pounds of cargo lifted between the clp and the USS TRIPOLI. 

20 September 1968. With Major A. D. DAVIS leading the section of White 
Knights, }1ission 9 in support of· the ROK Marines was completed with 
3,300 pounds of cargo and 28 troops lifted to outposts south of DaNang. 
Major R. G. MITCHELL as section leader, ¥ission 15 was completed with 
totals showing 3,600 pounds of cargo and 79 troops lifted to positions 
south of Hill 5~. Mission 81 B resulted in 3,800 pounds of Car&o and 89 
passengers lifted to and' from the Command Post in support of '2/7. Mission 
83 B was completed with totals showllig 1,150 pounds of cargo and 35 pass­
engers lifted during the ship to shore shuttle. 

21 September 1968. Supporting the 5th Marines on Mission 16, the section 
of White Knights led by Capt. L. R. ADAl-lS lifted 20,000 pounds of cargo . 
and 103 troops to poSitions south of Hill 55. Missions ~4 and 26 were com-, 
pleted by the section of CH-46's led qy LtCol. G. L. PATRICK with totals 

. showing 19,00 pounds of cargo and 68 troops lifted to pOSitions west of 
DaNang. Mission 85 B supporting the SLF resulted in 7,200 pounds of cargo 
and 75 passengers lifted during the shuttle from'the Command Fost to the 
TRIPOLJ. Missions 81 B, 82 B, and 83 B when completed had totals of 5,500 
pounds of cargo and 105 passengers lifted. 

~2 September 1968. Mission 15 was carried out by a section ot White Knights 
led by Ma~or V" S. REED. Totals showed 9,000 pounds of cargo and 78 troops 
lifted in completing the mission. Capt. S. D. TU&~R led his section on 
Mission Nmnber 9 supporting the ROK Mar:i,nes. In completing the mission the 
section lifted 18,000 pounds of cargo and ~4 troops. Major A. D. DAVIS was 
the flight leader as three White Knight CH-46 , s gave support to Maririe 
units located in the field south of Hi1l55. They completed a troop lift of 
~54 combat troops and then lifted 6,300 pounds of supplies to their pos­
itions. Mission Number 81 B totals for the day showed 33,000 pounds of 
cargo and 102 passengers shuttled fram ship to shore. 

23 September, 1968. Two sections led by Major R. D. TAYLOR and liLt. E. L. 
FISCHER completed Mission 9 supporting the ROK Marines. The four White 
¥.nights lifted 37,000 pounds of cargo and 147 troops in completing the' 
Mission. Led by LtCol. G. L. PATRICK a section of GH-46's launched on 
Missions 40 and '6 with totals showing 33,000 pounds of cargo lifted in 
6.7 total flight hours. Mission 81 B when completed showed 17,000 po~ds 
of cargo and 112 troops lifted in support of 2/7. 

I 

24 September 1968. Ivith Jl.-iajor R. G. MITCHELL and lilt. W. B. RING lead­
ing their respective sections, the ROK Marines received ample support from 
the Illite Knights of lfMI.1-165 as they lifted 53,000 pounds of cargo and 48 
troops. First Lieutenant G. A. MCKINNEY was the section'leader when two 
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~IJ11ite Knighu completed an overfly for the recon forces of the First 
Marine Division. Mission 81 B resulted in 5,200 pounds of cargo and 65 
passengers lifted.· 

25 September 1968. 11ission NumQers 81 Band 8.3 B were the only flight 
operations conducted today. Totals for the completed missions showed 
8,000 pounds of cargo and 194 passengers. 

e>6 September 1998. Two sections of \>Jhite Y...n.ights gave SUPF0rt to units 
in the field south of DaNang. Y~jor R. D. TAYLOR led his section on Mission 
40 supporting the ARVN Rangers lifting 2,700 pounds of cargo and 180 
troops. First Lieutenant E •. L. FISChER lead his section on the same mission 
lifting 145 troops. Mission 81 B showed ~,OOO pounds of cargo and 1" 
troops lifted in support of the SLF. 

27 September 1968. LtCol. G. L. PATRICK led his section of White Knights 
on r-!ission Number 9. 1\1hi1e giving support to the ROK Marines, the section 
lifted 5,000 pounds of cargo and 51 troops. Capt. J. J. SHITH led another 
section of CH-46's in support of the 5th !v1arines. Ivorkiag out of Hill 55, 
the section lifted 52. troops to field positions" Mission 81 B showed 
5,200 pOU1\ds of cargo and 162 passengers lifted during the shuttle bet­
ween the ll'H-10 and the 2/7 Command Post. 

28 SeIJtember 1968. I1ajor V. S. REED was the section leader as the IIhite 
Y,nights again gave support to the ROJ<: Marines on rUssion 9. Totals showed 
4~,800 pounds of cargo and '08 troops lifted in 11.2 total flight hours. 
Hajor R. D. TAYLOR led his section as they comrleted r·iissiori 9, lifting 
6,200 pounds of cargo and 55 troops. lifith liLt. G. A. MCKINNEY as section 
leader, two White Knights gave support to the 7th Marines while lifting 
175 combat troops on a troop lift east of Thong Duc. Mission 81 B was 
completed with 1,000 pounds of cargo and 1.30 passengers lifted. 

'9 September 1968. A section of White Knights led by liLt. W. B. RING 
gave support to 1st Marine Division as they lifted .3,000 pounds of cargo 
and 48 troops to positions south of DaNang. Mission 2~ was completed by 
two CH-46's led qy liLt. E. L. FISCHER. Totals showed 12,000 pounds and 
44 troops lifted in completing the mission. The daily ship to shore ' 
shuttle, Yussion '1 B, resulted in 15,600 pounds of cargo and 168 pass­
engers lifted. Ma,ior V. S. REED led his section on Mission 15 in support 
of the 7th Mar:i.nes. Iri completing the mission the section lifted 63 
troops. 

I 

30 September 1968. capt. L. R. ADAMS was the section leader of the two 
\'lhite' Knights on Mission 9 supporting the ROK Marines. Twenty nine thou­
sand pounds of cargo and 87 troops were lifted by the section in 7.6 
total hours flight time. Mission 81 B supporting the forces of ~/7, show-
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ed 2,700 pounds of cargo and 91 passengers lifted. The White Knights 
reached their highest total flight time this fiscal year this month by 
flying a total of, 1,206.3 hours. 

Part III 

1. Listing of Significant Events 

a. Personnel. 
(1) Tranfers to'HMM-165 

(a) Officers none 

(b) Enlisted none 

(2 ) Tranfers from HMM-165 

(a) Officers none 

(b) Enlisted 2 

(3) Promotions 

(a) none 

(4) Casualties 

(a) none 

b. Operations. During this reporting period ~~-165 flew 3,618 sorties, 
carrying 7,850 troops/passengers and 559.0 tons of cargo for the total of . 
1,206.3 f~ght hours. 

c. Naintenance. 

(1) Average 'availability for the period 1 September through 30 
September 1968 was 56 %. 

fart IV 

1. Supporting Documents. 

a. none 
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i,u..RTI·JE NiDIUM HELICOPTER S~IJkDRON J65 
~1arine }lire raft Gr(mp 15 

9t h r·:arme rUnphibjJ)Uf~ Brigade 
Fl:-'O San Francisco, 96602 

USS TRl~uLI, LPH-l0 1-4 Oct 1968 
MARoLE huUNTAIN AIR FACILITY 5-29 Oct 1968 

1J~.:.:., TRIPOLI, LPH-l0 30-31 Oct 1968 

CUI'lHiUJD CHRONOLOGY 
for period 

(j"+.ober 1968 through: 1 October 1968 
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