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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16

(2) Commanding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wing
(3) Conmanding Generael, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology for period L « 31 July 1969

Ref: Ea)'mo 5750,2
b) Wa0 5750.4

Thel: /(1) HM1~165 Command Chronology

l. In accordance with the provisions of reforonce (a) end (b),
onclosure (1) is submitted.
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PART 1
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1, DIESIGNATION COMMANDER
Marine Medium HéliSoptar Squadron 165 T, H. RAINES
. 1l Auly = 31 July
SUBCFDINATE GYITS
None.
ATTACHED UWITS
None.
2. LOCATION

1 July through J1 July 1969: Marble ibuntain Adr:Facility, Da'Nmg, RVN.
3. STAFF OFFICERS

A. Commanding Officer T. E« RAINES, LtCol. 1-31 July 69
Bs Executive Officer A+ M. ECHOLS III, Maj. 11} July 69

‘ C, H. KLINGENSMITH, Maje -15~31 July 69

C. Operations Officer V. S. REED, Maje -1=1l; July 69

| R. S. PLASTERER, Maj. 15-31 July 69

De Administrative Officer D¢ De BRADLEY, ‘Capt. 1=31 July 69

. 3 Maintenance Officer .  [A. C. MACAULAY, Maj. 1-31 July 69
“F. Logistics/Supply Officer ' F. F. STANSFIELD, Capt. 1-31 July 69
G. NATOPS Officer ... . Ce He RYAN, lstLt. 1-31 July 69

He ‘viation Safety Officer ' C, H. RYAN, lstlLt. 131 July 69
oo AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH : |

Navsl Aviators GO Flight Surgen  Enlisted
27 T LN SR — 143

Boeing Rep G. E. Rep
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PART? II
NARRATIVA SUMMARY
1 %x 69. July came in slow for HMM=-165, UWith only geven of her aircraft

r, flight time was a wegk 18,1 Only 3500 lbs. of cargo was hauled
and 89 passengers carried. Three of our five missions were of the VIP typee

2 July 69. Flight time picked up to 28.9, ten hours higher than yssterday,
as the Lady Aces pushed on into J:ly. Scheduling remained on the VIP and
Admin side of the coine Of the :oven missions the White Knights were frag=
ged for, only one was operat:lonal that being the 16/3 Recon mission led
bv Major MITCHELL.

3 July 69, The high point of the day came when LtCol. RAINGS led his Lady
Aces on a strike in support of Victory Dragon XIIl. MNine aireraft were
used to insert some 261 ROK Marines. The Skipper's section led in troops
dnserted with 101,

L July 69, Independence Day was scheduled as a routine day on the flight
schedule, but when Lt. TREMBLAY, flying YW 20, was on final,things began
happening. At approximately LO feet and ten lknots he had a sprag clutch
failure. He was able to control the aireraft to a squared touchdown.

The nose wheel collapsed and extensive damage was done, but all the lady
Acesgob outs Maj or PLASTERER was the workhorse on the Fourth. He lended
38 times, carried 85 passengers, and hauled a totel of 24,100 lbs. of cargo,

5 July 69. Morning Medevac, Afternoon Medevac, Day Recon, Sparrow Hawk,
Nﬁﬁ% Medevac, and Bald Zagle allowed the lady Aces to fly "their" kina of
day. Both of HiMi-165's Captains, STANSFIZLD and GIEDZINSKI, took fire;

the former at AT 845309, the latter at BT 02090, All of the cargo carried
by the Vhite Knights was carried by Major PLASTERER =~ 30,400, Flight time
for the dey was 31.1.

¢ Jquly 69. On what appeared to be a limited schedule, the Lady Aces flew
taeir highest single flight hour day. Doing the bulk of the work were
1i:'8. BUTTS and TREMBLAY. The carrying and hauling of passengers and
cargo was light. The White Knights launched 5 single-aircraft missions.

7 July 69. HMM=145 flew its third consecutive 30 hour day. Major REEDts
section did the bulk of the squadron's work, They took off and landed
141 times, 1lifted 42,500 1bs., and ferried 253 passengers.

8 69, TFor the first time this month, the Lady Aces flew a 4O hour
ItCol. RAINES led a Reconassiance mission that totaled 54 sorties

3 %@X@
@&5

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
® ®

3:0MK:tow
03421369
1 Mngust 1969

and inserted smd extracted 151 Marines, in less than five hours. The
day's totals were « 118 sorties, 8100 lbs. of eargo, and 237 passsngers
carried.

9 July 69. Major REED's superior airmanship was the direct factor for

e saving of his crews lives today. The alrcraft suffered a cyclic hard-
over at 2000 feet which caused the aircraft to pitch nose high towsrd a
loop. Using rudder pedals alone, he slid the aircraft through six to
eight nose-high to nose=low attitudes all the way to the deck. On the
last slide, Major REED let the nos: rise wiile the aft rotor blades hit
the ground. The rest of the alrurutt crasied, and burat into flames. All
the members got out with the mos! serious being a bruise. They were evac-
uated in minutes despite the automatic weapon fire they sncountered when
they exited the aircraft. Major MITCHELL and Lt. RYAN were the workers of
the dgy carrying LL,500 1lbs. of cergo.

10 J_:TJ% 69. With moming, afternoon, and night Medevac being three of our
8 sions assigned, the Lady Aces cannot boast of loads hauled or cargo
carrieds Flight time seeped to a lowly 18ek.

11 Jug 69, Lt's. RYAN and TREMBLAY put on tape the squadron's accounts

g the oral history interview, The weathor was at its worst and
forced a no=fly condition at Marble Mountaints air facility. The day's
work began with a 1300 launch. Despite this, the lady Aces flew 31.6
f1ight hours.

12 69. Today, the White Knights flew the least hours recorded in a
8 ) this month, 17.0. Of these 17.0 hours, Major REED's Admin hop
was responsible for 8.4 hours, He launched his alrcraft at 0700 and ,
with four lengthy breaks, landed at 2100, It was a slow day all the way
arounde

13 July 69. A heavier load, especially the Medevac type mission, allowed
the E% Aces to climb from 17.0 hours to 32.1 hours. Aircraft Commandsr,
Major REED, and co-pilot, Lt. PONNWI T2, had 25 of the squadron's 72 sorties,
all 600 of its 1bs. carried, and ferried 80 of its 85 passengers.

1 July 69. iight single aircraft missions were on the schedule for the
Me'%ﬂa\ts leaving nothing but an unsventful day with low flight time,
Lt. BOYUM did the bulk of the squadront!s work having 27 sorties, hauling
2000 1bs. of cargo, and carrying 103 passengers.

15 _J_\g% 69. Today was a typical day in Viet Nam, if a squadron can have
one, @ Lady Aces were dealt their fair share of missions and their fair
share of Admin worke As a result of this, the White Knights had 97 sorties
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end carried 500 lbs. of cargo and 102 passengers. The only excaption
of the day was the loaning of one lady Ace bird to the Group Skipper,
1tCol. FULTON, and HMM=38L's Skipper, LtCol. BRADY to observe and act as
helicopter Centroller Airbome for HM=36Lte stirike.

16 69, With three single airoraft Admin runs, one VIP hop, and a
] mission, the lady Aces had a most bleak day. Everything went
. a8 the schednle requested,

17 %;QL 69, A six single = aircw:2t launch held HM{165 to 24.1 flight
¢ least flight hours i ium in. th> past five day period. Lt.
TREMBLAY was the workhorse carrying a mere 1300 lbs. of cargo, 90 passene
gers, and landing and taking off 2 total of LB times.

13 6 o Five missions allowed the Lady Aces 21.9 flight hours. Lts.
REMBLAY flew 54 of 83 sortiss, carried all 250 lbs. of cargo,
and ferried 85 of the 122 passengers carried by the White Knights,

19 July 69, LtCol. RAINES led nine Lady Ace aircraft en & strike inm sup-

port g Uperation Victory Dragon XIII. The strike made possible the
inaertion of 511 men, a total of 29000 lbs. of cargo lifted, and 11l
sorties, Three airoraft took small arms fire. Another seven airoraft
wore used for other missions.

20 July 69. Even with a six aircraft strike in support of Durham Peak on
order, the lady Aces only flew 16.5 flight hours, the lowest of the month.
The Lady Acea had one of its aircraft crash while landing during the atrike.
All the HMM=155 persocnel got out of the misliap, and Lts. LIFKING and UDELL
were medevaced to Japan for bum wounds. Oddly enough, our Chu Lai SAR
aircraft took-hits. While flying to assist an Army Huey, Lte SINCLAIR took
five hits. He was coming into the LZ 312 area at 100 Kts. and a 200 feet
of altitude when it happened.

21 % g. LtCol. RAINES, with six White Knight alrcraft following, led
nis 'd consecutive strike. It was another strike in support of Durham
Peake No alreraft were fired upon as the Lady Aces inserted 366 troops.
Plight time was 29,8 hours for the day.

22 #x 69, Lt. TREMBLAY and Lt. BAKER were fired at by small arms at

south of Liberty Bridge. No hits were taken. The rest of the
Squadron carried 700 1lbs. of cargo and 31 pessengers while landing and
taking of 13%.

ZE July 6%. A scmewhat routine day had Capt. ST'NSFIZLD ferrying 69 of
e squ ts 98 passengers, hauling all 1700 lbs. of cargo, and completing

15 of ths 57 sortiess
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2l 69 The Lady Ases were schaduled heavy enough to break 30 flight

ours. tistics proved the day as one of the month!s best. The squadron
took off and landed 180 times and carried 2000 lbs of cargo and 209 passen=
gers.

2 ; 69. Lt. BOYUM was at the top of the work 1ist. He carried 10,000
0 e squadron's 20,000 1bs. of cargo. Flight time for ths day slipped .
below the thirty hour mark to a 27.1 flight hour day.

26 Juﬁ 69, A bleak 23,7 flight “ours was proof of a slow day. The sectien
) e most work was Capt. H:2NSFIELD s mission twenty. Of the sectionts
41 total sorties, 13 of them wer: in unsecurs zones.

27 69s Odly five of the Lady Ace birds took o the skiess It was an
cator of what is going to be. Soven more days and the squadron will
begin its stend down for their Okinswa voyage. The load has been lightened.

The squadron flew 29,0 hours.

28 July 69. With three gays of scheduled flying left and three days of

s to go, the stending down process has begun. The Lady Aces flew
very little but were fortunate to pick up the complete medevac package.
Other than the package the squadron had a VIP hop and one SAR run. Flight .
time was 21e3.

29 ‘m% 69« Flight time was undsr twenty hours as schadnling continued to
be on the light side. Capte STANSFIELD, flying the 32 VIP mission, lost
an engine and had to make a decision between a river and a graveyard. He
chose the graveyard. All was resolved, and, with its patched up fusel
svsten, the aircraft was flowm back to IMIAF.

A0 July 69. PFost of the Lady Aces had an easy day with the exception of
frh%hgs section which was diverted from its regular mission to incor-
»orate misgion 11 into their package. Along with the 11.9 flight hours
they flew, mechanical problems made their day more difrficult. Flight
wme for the squadron was 24.l flight hours.

31 July 69. Today, the last regularly schaduled flying day, found the
squadron with its eyes pointing to the water anticipating the move to
Okinawa. The personel sesmed to have their things together with the
embarkation team working the most. All went as scheduled.
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PART III
SEQUINTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIGICANT RVENTS
l. Opsrations Participatsd Int
a. DURHMAM PEAK

b PIPESTONE CANYON
ce VICTORY DRAGON XITT

2. Porsonnel:

as Transfers To HMM=165
Officers 1
Enlisted 18

be Transfers From HM{-165
Officers 9
listed 37

¢. Promotions

Capt. R. R+ KERSEY was promoted from lstLt.
Cpl. R. R. CORKUM was promoted from L/Cpl.

de Casualties Sustained
1stLt. D. K., VHITTINGHAM 010 23 84/7562 end SSgt. C. G. BOOTHBY
133 01 75/6351 were wounded in action on 9 July 1969 when .their a:l.rcra.ft

r us shot down by enemy fire.

1stLte Do Mo LIPKTMG 010 35 41/7562 and lstLt. S. D. UDELL 010 38 57/
7562 were wounded in action on 20 July 1969,

30 logistics: |

ae During this reporting period HMM=165 flew 3,149 sorties, carrying 2138
tons of cargo, 5,090 troops/passengers, and 463 med-evacs for a total of
8247 flight hours.

be Aversage availability for the period 1 July through 31 July 1969

was 69.6%,
7 5 M) \
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None.

PART IV
SUPPORTING DOCTMENT!
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