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From: Corm'Ilatlding Officer 

3:Gl4K:tow 
03A21369 
1 August 1969 

To: Commandant of the Mar:ine Corps (Code A03D) 
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16 

(2) Commanding General, 1st Mar:1ne Airoraft tt.l.ng 
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj : Command Chronology for period 1 - .31 July 1969 

(a)rm S750.2 
(b) l-JQO 5750.4 

Ellel: /(1) m~u-16S Command Chronology 

1. Jh accordance with the provisions of raforonea Ca) and (b), 
enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. Downgraded at threo year intervals j declassified attar 12 years 
DOD directive p200.10. 

;:r ~6~~-6 
T. E. RAINES 
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1. DES1GNATION 
;, t **_ 
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PART 1 

ORGANXZATIONAJ., nA':A 
> 3 • * 

Marine Medium Hellt!dptet Squadron 165 

None. 

ATTACHED Ulm'S 

None. 

2. LOCATION 

.3 :GI« : tow 
03A21369 
1 August 1969 

.OOMMAlIJDElR 

1'. m. RAINES 
1 July' - 31 JUly 

1 July'thIoough 31 JU4r 1969: Marble 'f~tain Air 'Facility, ])a 'H81I, M. 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

A.. Commanding otticer 
B. Executive Officer 

o. Operations Off1cer 

D. Administrative Ofticer 
'11 l1aintenanc~ ,afficer, ,,', .!..:I. 

'. F. Logistlc.s/.Stippli' Ofticer 
G. NATOPS Officer ,'. " 
H. ,'lviation SatetyOttlcer 

".,. AVdml:.GE MONmLY sm~WTH 

~:aval Aviators 
27 

Boe" R!P 
G. E. Ree 

1 

T. E. RAINES, LtCo1. 1-31 JU17 69 
A. H. ECHOLS .:rIt, Maj. 1-14 J'lI4r 69 
c. H. KLINOENSl.fITH, 1",. ·J5-)1 July' 69 
V. S. REED,·'Maj •. 
R. S. PLA.S~, Uaj. 
D.D. BRlUlLEI,"Capt. 

:'. A. ~ C. lJlAO.(I:Q'~'\Y i Maj. 
' F. F. STANSFIELD, capt. 
:c. H •. RYAN, lstLt. 
. 0.;' H.' ktYAN,lstLt. 

2 

:1-14 ~·69 
ls;. 31 Jul7', 69 

, ----

. 1';'31 July 69 
1-.31 Jul.y' 69 
1-31 ~ 69 
1-31 July 69 
1-31 Jul7 69 
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1 .August 1969 

1 ~ 69. dull" came in slow tor HMM.165. "'11th only seven of bel' Uroraft 
lli s aIr, night time was a weak 18.1 Only.3SOO lb8. ot cargo was hauled 
and 89 passengers carried. Three ct our five m1ssions were ot the VIP type. 

2 JuJ! 69. Flight time picked up to. 28.9, ten hours hiaher than )"Ssterdq, 
88 e Iiidy Aces pushed on :Into J'cly. Schedul1ng remained on the VIP and 
Admin side of the com. Of the:·<cnren miss"lons the ',!hite Kn:lghts were trag­
ged tor, onl.Y one was operatiDnal,? that being the lh/3 Reoon mission led 
by Major }lI'roHELL. 

3 Jug 69. The high point of the clay came when ttCol. RA%HES led bis Lad;y 
llDes on a strike in support of Victory Dragon XIn. N:l.ne aircraft were 
used to :insert some 261 ROE: Marines. The Skipper's section led in troops 
inaertad with 101. 

!:... Ju;J;:y' 62. Inciependence Day was scheduled as a routine dq on the fUght 
schedule .. but men Lt. TJlEHi3LAY. fl1'1ng 1'" 20, was on final" things began 
happening. At approximately 40 teet and ten knots he had a sprag clutch 
tatluM. He was able to control the aircraft to a squared touchdown. 
The nose wheel collapsed and extensive damage was done, but all the ~ 
Aces (£ot oat. MIU or PLASTERER was the workhorse on the Fourth. He landed 
.38 times, carried 85' passengers, and hauled a total of 24,100 lbs. of cargo. 

S Ju~ 69. Hlrning Medevac, Afternoon Medevac, pay Reaon, Sparrow Hawk, 
'$ M8devao, and Bald l3:agle allowed the La~ Aces to fl.;y "their" ldn'cl of 
day. Both of im'I-16S's Captains, STAilJBFISLD and GDIDZINSKI, took tire; 
the former at AT 845309, the latter at B'l' 402090. All ot the oargo carried 
by the Illite Knights was can-ied by Major PLASTERER .. 30,400. Fllght time 
for the ~ was 31.1. 

6 JUl.v 69. On what appeared to be a limited schedule, the La4v Aces tlew 
t~le1r highest single flight hour c1EtV'. Ibing the bulk ot the work ware 
Lt's. BUTTS and 'l'REMBLAI. The carJ:7ing and haul1ng of passengers and 
cargo was light. The Nhite Knights launched S smgle-a:l.rcraft missions. 

7 JUly 69. Hm-1.6; flew its third cms8Cutive 30 hour dq. Major REmDts 
sec t10n did the bulk at the squadrOn. 8 work. They took ott and landed 
141 times, lifted 42,;00 lbs., and ferried 2;3 pa8sengers. 

8 July 69. For the tirst t:l.1I'18 this IIJDnth, the Lad,y .Al)es tlev a 40 hwr 
aq-:ttdol. RAINES led a Reconassiance medon that totaled S4 sorties 
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and inserted and extracted lSl Marines, in less than five hours. The 
dqts totals were. 118 sorties, 8100 lbs. ot cargo, and 237 passengers 
carried. 

9 JuJ,y 69. Major REED's superior airmanship was the direct factor for 
the saving of his crews lives today. The aircraft suftered a cyclic hard­
over at 2000 teet which oaused the aircraft to pitch nose high toward a 
loop. Using rudder pedals alone, he slid the aircraft through six to 
eight nose-high to nose-low attitudes all the wq to the deck. On the 
last slide, Major REED let the n(lf~.~: rise w.!:.ile the art rotor blades hit 
the ground. 1he rest of the airc:.:i.·[~t't crashed, and burst into flames. All 
the' members got out with the mos'l: serious b9ing a bruise. They were evac­
uateci 1n mmutes despite the autOrrJ.9.tiC weapon fire they encountered when 
they ented the aircraft. Major J1I'lUHELt and Lt. RYlUl were the workers of 
the dq carrying 44,500 lba. at cargo. 

10 J~ 69. With moming, afternoon, and night 11edev4C being three of our 
slisions aSSigned, the Laqy Aces cannot boast 01" loads hauled or cargo 
carried. Flight time seeped to a 10w33' 18.4. 

11 Jul.;y 69. Lt's. RYAN and T.REMBLAY put on tape the squadron'S accounts 
Clliriiigthe oral history interview. '!he weather was at its worst and 
forced a no-fly oond1ti9n at Marble l!ounta1n's air faoUitl". '!be day's 
work began td.th a 1300 launch. Despite this, the Lady Aces tlew 31.6 
flight hours. 

12 ~ 69. Today, the lIhite Kn1ghts flew the least hours recorded in a 
sliieaa.v this month, 17.0. Of these 17.0 hours, Major REED's Admin hop 
was responsible tor 6.4 hours. ge launched his aircraft at 0700 and , 
tdth fOllI'lang:tJv breaks, landed at 2100. It was a slow dq all the wq 
around. 

13 ~69. A heavier load, especial.ly the Medevac type mission, allowed 
flie !\Pes to ol1m];) from 17.0 hours to )2.1 hours. A.1rCrBtt Oommander, 
Major REED, and co-pilot, Lt. PONmJIT2, had 25 at the squadron's 72 sortiel, 
all 600 ot its 1bs. carried, and terried. 80 ot its 8, passengers. 

14 Ju~69. ~ht single aircraft missions were on the SChedule tor the 
mIte ights leaving nothing but an uneventful day with low f1i8ht time. 
Lt. BO!UM did the bulk of the squadron t s work having 27 sorties, hauling 
2000 lbs. of cargo, and carrying 10) passengers. 

lS ~69. To_ was a typical day in Viet lam, it a SqUadron can have 
one~ e Lady Aces were dealt their fair share ot m1ssions and their fa1r 
share of Admin work. As a result of this, the t-lbite Knights had 97 sorties 
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and c&l'l"ied SOO Ibs. of c.~o and 102 passe~.r8. 2be only exoeption 
of the _ wu the loan:1Dg of one Lacty M.e b~d to the Group Sk1pper, 
LtCol. FUL1:'ON, ~d HMK-.364". Sk1pper, LtCol. BRAlJf to observe and act as 
bel1copter Co,p;troller A;1rb~e for !U*J64f e strika. 

16 f!!'Yj9. "'Jith tm'ee e1ngle araratt Admin runs" one VIP hop, and a 
a!iii e BAR m1es1on, the Lad;y Aces bad a 1lIOst bleak dq. Evel"J'thing went 
as the schedule requested. 

1L~ 69. A six siligle - a!r:::7,;.;'t launch held Hlfi-16S to 2~.1 tlight 
hOUrI - fEe least i'UCht hOurs j't:)'im m, th,;, past .1:'1 ve day period. Lt. 
TREMBLAY was the 'WOrkhorse carry.i.i.\& a mere 1)00 1bs. of cargo I 90 pusan-
88rs, and landillg and taJd.ng off .'1 total of 46 tiJllas. 

18 Wi 6i· Five m1esious allowed the La~ Aces 21.9 tUght bourse Lts. 1m, anel ~REMBtAY flew' S40t 8) sorties, carried aU 2$0 lbs. of cargo, 
and famed 8$ ot the 122 passengers carried by the 'White Knights. 

V. Ju!J 69. LtCol. RAINES led nine La<\v' Acea1roratt CIl a strike 1n sup. 
pori lfP8r4tiOtl Victo17 DraaOll mI.'lhe strike made possible the 
insertion ot S1l men, a total. ot 29000 Ibs. of cargo lifted, and 114 
sorties. Three a1roratt took small ums fire. Another seven aircraft 
were used for other missions. 

20 Juk62. Even with am aircraft strike in support ot Durham Peak on oraer, ilie Lad;y lIge.s only' flew' 16.$ tlight hours# the lowest at the month. 
The Lad1 Ace, had one at its aircraft crash ~Ue-landing <l1r1ng the strike. 
All the HMM-16S personel got out of the mis1i8p, and Lts. LIPKIlG and UDELL 
t'lere medevaCed ~~ Japan tor bum woundS. Odd:q enough, our Chu 141 BAR 
aircraft t~k-h1tl. While flying to 88S1&t an Anv Huey, Lt. SIlfCLA.IR took 
five h1tih Be was coming :lnto the LZ )12 area at 100 Its. and a 200 teet 
ot al ti tu4e when 1 thappened. 

21 U. LtOol. MlNES~ w1th sixl'lhite might a1roratt tollowing, led 
Me .. CODsscuti'N strike. It was another strike :in support of Il1ri'laIIl 
Pe$k. ·No aircraft were tired upm as the LadT Aces inserted 366 troops. 
Flight tiJne was 29.8 hours for the Ga,. 

22 Ju.ly 69. tt. TREM8LAI and Lt. B.'\KER were tired at by small anos at 
i700south of Liberty Bridge. No hits were takerh 'lbe rest of the 
Squadron oarrie¢ 100 lb&. at cargo and 31 passengers wb1l.e l.aa.d1ng and 
t.a1dng of 1)6. 

~ July ~ A somewhat roatine dq had Capt. STt\NSFI~ tel'Z')'ing 69 of 
e8Cl\l 's 98 pas.engers, hauling all 1700 !be. ot cargo, and completing 

15 ot the 51 sorties. 

.,\1: .--
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24 XUlr 69 •. 1be'~ Aces were sQhe<i11ed heavy enough to break 30 tlight 
Sours. !tat1etic8 proved the dq as one of the month!s beat.. '!be squadrOn 
took ott and landed 180 times and carried 2000 lbs ot cargo and 209 passen­
gers. 

2f ~. 69. Lt. BOYtJM was at the top of the work list. He carried 10,000 
o (;;squadron's 20,000 lbs. of cargo. Flight time tor the dq sl1wed 
below the th1rty hour mark to a 27.1 f'l1gbt hour day'. 

26 Juli 69. A bleak 23.7 tlight. ::::'Y!lrS was proof ot a slow daT. 'lbe section 
wo cr the most work was Oapt. ~:::':.~lN'SFIELD~~ mis8i'ln twenty'. Of the sect10n t s 
41 total sorties, 13 of them war::' ~n unseC'll'S zones~ 

27 ~69 •. Orily tift of the La.cy ilee birds took -;'.1) the sldes. It was an 
:tnd1Clrr at what is gOing to be., Seven more days :md the squadron wiJ.l 
begin its stand down ~or their Ok1t~!3.Wa voyage. !he load haS been lightened. 
The squadron flew 29.0 hours. 

18 Ju!.In69. With three _ ot scheduled tlyinglett and three days ot 
\~:"i~s to go, the standing down process has begun, 'the Lady Aces flew 
very little but were fortunate to pick up the complete mecievac package. 
Other than the package the squadron bad a VIP hop and ene SAR run. Flight. 
time was 21.,. 
~ Ju~ 69. Flight time was uncier twenty hours as schedl1l.1ng continued to 
iJa on he light s'ide. Oapt. STANSFIELD, flying the 32 VIP miSSion, lost 
an ang:me and had to make a deQision between a river and a graveyard. He 
chose the graveyard. All was resolved .. and, 1«1. th its patched up fuel 
system, the aircraft was flown back to MUAF. 

?O ~~.-2~. Moet ot the I.adJ Aces had an easy dq nth the exception ot 
!it."irnmTs section which was diverted from its regular miasion to inaor­
:'Orate mission U into their package. Along with the ll.' night hours 
t..'1ey tlew, mechanical problems made their day mere ditficult. Flight 
.~'1l8 for the squadron was 24.4 flight hours. 

31 July 69. Today, the last regularly scheduled flying dq, found the 
squadrOn witb its eyes pointing to the water anticipating the move to 
Old.nawa. 111. personal seemed to have their things together nth the 
embarkation team working the most. All went as· scheduled. 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 



.' 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
PART III 

SgENTm tI3l'lNa OF SIGNIGICA.\\l; EVmS 

1. Op$rat1ortsflartic1pated lnc 

a. DURllAM.P:IWC 
b. PIPESTONE OANt'ON 
c. VICTORY DRAGON nn 

2. Personnel: 

a. Transters To HHM-16S 

Officers 1 

Enlisted 18 

b. Transfers From Hl-tr..{ .. 1.6S 

Officers 9 

Enlisted "57 

c. Promotions 

Capt. R. n. xmsmt was promoted trom lStLt. 
Cpl. R. R. CORKUM was promoted trom t/Opl. 

d. Casualties SUsta1ned 

3:0MK:tow 
03A2l36~ 
1 AlJaUst l.969 

lstLt. D. K. l,lHITTINGHAM 010 2) 8417;62 and SSgt. C. G. BOOTHBY 
:'.33 01 7S/63$1 were woWlded in action on 9 July 1969 when .their ~cratt 
T,I::l,S shot down by enellJl' tire. 

lstLt. D. M. LIH<:OO 010 36 4lI7562 and lstLt. s.. D. UDELL 010 .38 S'1/ 
7562 were wounded in action on a:> July 1969. 

30 Logistics: 

a. During this reporting period HMM-16S flew ),149 sorties, o£U"l1ina 213.8 
tons of oargo" ,,090 troops/passengers" and JP3 med-evacs tor a total of 
824.1 flignt hours. 

b. Average availability for the period 1 Juq through 31 July 1969 
was 69.6%. 
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