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z,,;:i:’.i'IDmTiieL ~ Unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1)
Vrons | Commanding Officer :
To: - Cormandant of the karine {orps .
Via:  Comronding Officer, 3ist Merine asphibious Unit
Subj: Comrmind Chronclogy for the period 1 through 30 November 1971
~ Ref:r  (a) KCO 5750.2 ,
tmeds (V) (ommend (hronclogy for the period 1 through 30 november 1971

1. 1In accordence with veference {s), the aubject Lommand Chronology is
. submitted as nclosure {1,

2. This is downgraded to Unclassified upon removal of inelosure (1}.
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; » ' ORGANIZATIONAL DATA'
. sﬁrf Officers Period Name
Commanding Officer 1-30 Kovmber‘ 19w LTCOL P. L. MORZAU
 Exeeutive Officer 1 = 30 November 1971 MAJ D. M. GRIFFAY
Operationa Officer 1 - 30 loveaber 1971 KAJ T. A. mswaﬁucﬁ
Administretive Officer 1 - 30 iiafember 1971 M&J C. R. UFSHAW -
Kainteence Officer - 1 - 30 November 1971  Mad W. A+ JULAIN -
 Logistics Officer . 1-30 November 1971 MAJ F. ¥. LANGE
Intaingexice Of £ cer 1 - 30 tiovember 1971 1/1T 5. E. SURLEY
. . KATOPS officer 1 = 30 Novamber 1971 CAPT R. W. CORMER
tufety Officer , .1 ~ 30 November 1971 . MAJ T. P. HeBRIEN
2. Subordinate Unit
NONE »
> M‘%%miugh 30 Hovember 1971:  USS TRIFOLI
he  Average Monthly Strength _ | _ 7
URMC  USS OMER  TOTAL
| | OFF/EN.  OFF/EN.  OFE/BNL  OFF/RM
1-30 November 1971 58/251 e NONE 59/253
5. Importent Visitors
" NONE
UNCLASSIFIED
.". 2 » ENCLOSURE (1)
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HARRATIVE SUMHARY

Operations were limited in the month of November for hlMli~165, with 16
flying days lost due to inclement weather and non-flying commit ments. In
spite of tris, the squadron logged 386.1 hours while econducting training
and providing support for elements of imphibious Ready Group Alpha.

The squadren departed subie Bay, Republic of the Philippines, a board

~ the USS TRIPOLI on 6 November, after conducting & heavy traluning scheduls -
and provicing extensive support for BLT 2/4. The 6th and Tth were deveted
to @ safety stand-down while enroute to Tajwan. The squadron arrived in the
port of Kealung on 8 November and celetrated the Marine Corps'!196th birth-
day in Taipei, Talwan. All personnel respemded to & recall when inclemont:
wobther prompted the TRIPOLI to depart ahead of schedule on 11 Hovember.

While enrcute to the Philippines, ii.'-165 conducted flight training.
The U.S TRIPOLI encourtered & Panamanjian merchant vessel flying the distress
signal off the coust of the Philippines on 13 November, and the squadron was
tasked with investigating the peril of the "Dmpire Pasific™. HM=-165's
econmanding of ficer personally flew a (146 Ses Knight to communicste with
the stricken ship by written messsges and provided requested emersensy food
and water by weans of an extermal delivery. ‘ : ‘ e

The following day, EMH-165 suprorted LT 2/4 in sa off-load to Subdc
Bay from the coastal waters of the I'hilippines. Heavy winds and high seas
- precluded further flight operations for-the next four and & half days.

HMi~165 returned to Subtic Bay abosrd the TRIFCLI on 20 November and
begun flight operations frem NAS Cubi Foint. Luring this in-port period,
the squadron conducted two days of swimming and pistal qualifications and
participsted in a perade, sponsored by the 31st Marins Amphibious Unit, in
behulf of Lt. Gen. Donm J. Robertson, Cormanding Genéral of II1 Marine

' gmphibious Force. HMM-~165 also provided the General with VIF service,
including a flight to the imerican Hubassy in lianilas to meet with the UL
imbassador. On the return flight, ihe squadron conducted an aseris) tour of
Corregidor and Hataam for the General and iear idmirel G. R. Muss, COMNAVFUR: HIL.

{234=165 departed Sublc aboard the TRIFOLI on 26 November. Flight
operations for the next three days were devoted to adguinistrative wissions
between ships of the Amphibious Ready Group and routine tralning, imuding
two evenings of night earrier qualifications. ' o
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* although 29 Novcnber wae devoted to stesming for Sassbo, Japan, HI-\H-MS‘ =
launched one emergency medevac to Okinawa, recavering the aircreft upon

completion of the mission.

V m}xutes arrived in Sasebo on 30 November. Prioz- to arriving, a flight

of two sircraft was  launched to MCAS Iwakuni, to return with COL. il. ﬁ.

Kelley, the next Cmnding Gfﬁ.eer o:t‘ the 31at MAU,

While in Internstionsl watm during the month of November, most night
operations vere conducted under VENCON® conditions,

. BARTIIL -
TAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVE

1. Comnmjtment

1-5 lov = HME-165 conducted flight operations from K45 Cubi Foint.
6=T hov « HMM=165 held & safety stand-dowa enroute to Taiwan aboard
the USS TRIFOLI. -
8-11 Nov - HMM-165 was in the port of Keelung, Taiwan..
10 Kov - HMM=-165 celebrated the 196th Marine Corps birthday in Taipei.
13 Hov - HMM-165 participated in the reascue of the Papamanian Merchant
- vessel, the “"HEmpire Pacific". :
14 Nov « HMH=165 flew BLT 2/4 ashore to Subic Fay from the coaatal
: - waters of the Fhiliprines. . :
- 15-19 Nov - HMM=165's flight operationa were curtailed due to high winda
- and heavy seas.
2025 Nov = H¥M-1565 conducted flight operationa fz'cn HAS Cubi Point,
' Hepublic of the FPhilippines.
22 Kov - HMM=165 proviced VIP Lransportation for LtGen D. J, Robertson,
fiear Admirel G. R. hua’, and Col E. ¥, Botth’ to m‘ from the
United States ummbassy in ¥anila.
23 Nov « HMM«165 participated in & parade conducted by the st Matine
' Amphibious Unit for LtGen D. J. Kobertson.
2A-25 Nov - HHM=-165 conducted pistol and swimming qualifications.
4 26 Nov - H2i-165 departed Subie Bay aboard the USH TRIPOLI.
27-28 Nov - HMF~165 conducted night carrier qualificaticna.
29 Nov - HMN~165 launched an emergency medevac to Okinswa and recovered
the aireraft at the completion of the mission.
30 Nov « HMM-165 arrived in the port of Sasebo, Japan. Col. W Co
: - Kelley was flown from HCAS lwakuni to Saaebo, to join the
}1at Harim Amphibioun Unit.

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

~LCAEL BRI 11 La00bE ki |

2, Flight Statistics

T -
"~ Corgo tons - 312.0 - 941
Passengers - 1872 ' 1230
Sortles - -~ 580 L26
O Flight hrs - 386.1 280.3

3. Average Alvcraft Avajlabilit

- CBb6 - 683
53 - 43.9%

\\" . ’E - 560%
‘ ) AL - 60.1)’ .
: 4o Opera yrticipated In
i . NOKE . -

5 Poraonnél'

x’ ' Neg Aviatorg Asagmdi'
y NONE T

G_ggﬂ Ofticorg Ass;ggggd,

, embers Asgignai: -
ﬁ o K. J. Benoit
f L Cpl C. L. Brown

i .

Cli=53 UH-1E

217.9 )
é04 38
121 33
6.8 45.0

Cpl {. W. Jones

a. The following personml were promated to tmu' present rank:

Cpl H. W. Beaver, Jr.
Cpl W. L. Eryles

‘ {pl E. L. Hefner
f Cpl R. L. KeClrnaban
iy : Cpl D. D. McGuire

$FFT LA e meier TG
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Cpl K. R. Miller
{pl H. R. Willara
1ipl C. D. Baynes
L{p} K S. Smith
ICpl S. B. Randolph
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7. Re-Inlistments

5/sgt J. E. Ernst
sgt F. E. DiMartino

8., Awards
NOKE
FART IV
SUFPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAE "A" = Resulte of Safety Stand-down.
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MARINE MEDIUM HEIICOPTER;SQUADRON 165
Marine Aircraft Group 36
1st Marine Aireraft Wing
FPO, San Francisco 96602

25:TPM:rln
3750
23 Nov 1971
} o . %
From; C#mmanding Officer -
To: Commanding General, First Marine Aireraft Wing .
via: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 36 T

Subj: Safety Stand-Down, results of
L) CG lst MAW msg 150839z July 1971

(
Encl; (1) HMM~165 Squadron Bulletin 3750 of 3 Nov. 1971
(%) U.R. concerning flight boots

Ref':

1. In %ecordance with reference (a), HMM=165 conducted a quarterly safety
stand-down on 6 and 7 November 1971 while aboard the USS Tripoli (IPH~-10)
Due to the squadrons large aviator and aircrew population, our

at sea.
. composiﬂe inventory of airecraft, and the restricted space available for

@

the conduct of classes there were at times'as many as four seperate groups
conductﬂng seminars, inspections, and attending training lectures simul-
taneousk The fragmentary nature of the presentations enabled key in-
structors to present their material to small groups of twelve to thirty
marine at a time so that all hands had opportunity to attend each lecture.
"Huey", '46 and '53 pilots were in mixed attendance at certain lectures,
and 1nspect10ns. and this mix provided everyone with a degree of insight
into some of the considerations of their own squadron mates who fly a
very different mission in one of the other types of aircraft. The intere
change Af ideas, techniques and procedures concerning standard problems
such aslengine failure, fuel management and ditchlng procedures, was
educational and enlightening, particulary for our junior aviators.

23 ‘Enclosure (1) contains the schedules of events as they were conducted
during the stand-down. Inclement weather on 7 November interfered some-
what with the enlisted schedule of events as heavy seas and high winds
required the constant attendance of maintenance personnel on deck to insure
security of aircraft and integrity of all shops and spaces. Reinstruction
and reinspection activities have been programmed.

3« The following are some of the lessons learned during the Safety Stand
Down;:

a. The Flight Equipment Inspection revealed that several pilots,
particularly those who;have spent time in Vietnam during this tour, are
. still using helmets with a flat green finish. The speed with which white
helmets can be painted with low visability colors in the event of com=-
mittment to a combat zone does not justify procrastination in reconverting
" to high visibility colors. The value of a highly visable helmet was undere

e e - —
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3750
23 Nov 1Yy, .

scored durin; .ne squadrons accident of 27 |October. The first "signal®
observers aboard Tripoli saw that there were survivors was the white
helmets of the crewmembers.

b. A second significant survival item which was found to have repeat
discrepanclies were flight boots. Although |the soles, heels, leather and
laces were in good to excellent condition on every pair of boots inspected
several bairs of boots were found to be failing or deteriorating from the
inside out. The most common discrepancy was failure of the interior lin-
ing)leaghe?-at the heel, or failure of the |sewn seam of the interior line.
4ing at the heel. A UR (Enclosure (2) has been submitted concerning this
discrepa%cy. -

Ce Jlgnorance in identifying the night |end of a day night signal flare,
or the value of a whistle, or the oral inflation procedure for the "Mae
Westn w%s not an uncommon discrepancy among Army trained pilots. Correce
tive individual instruction was held on the spot, and will be included in
water survival/swimming training which is scheduled for our next inport
‘period 4t Subiec. T

d. ‘The FOD lecture resulted in the suégestion that FOD BAGS be man-
ufactured and issued to all maintenance personnel to carry on the Job as
. recepticzles for safety wire, replaced parts, or any other FOD items which

could create future hazards., A bag constructed of high visability nylon
with a %elcrow tape or draw string top approximately ten inches square
has been considered. The squadron Maintenance Officer has taken this
project for action, and will report his findings and results during the
next quﬁrterly stand<down.

4, Thé'Aviation Safety Stand-Down has pro$en to be an enlightening and
educational experience for all participants. The integration of indus=-
trial s%fety considerations, is considered to be a compatible and neces=
sary part of a stand-down, and is recommended for adoption by other

squadroﬁs.
|
I © P. L. MOREAU

Copy to! : :

CO USS TRIPOLI
CO 31st MAU
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