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1., Introduction~ In order:'o lSl1d c,")'1.L;,n1iity to this initial report .. 
it will be dfvided L'!t.O two ph2S!!i1; Pre-CJr.1.ba+; O:;erp.-Gions and Combat Opera­
tions" 

A. Pre-COIllbat 0ge,:,attons \,1 Prior t.o deployment to the First Marine 
Aircraft vJing-;-v~v;;\.:2TIi-:J~>s dt':.ached to l'1arine Aircraft Group-13, First 
Marine BrigJ.os;> based at HCAS, i3.I!80he, Ha1.TaH" ,The squadron was engaged 
in nOl'm:3.1 ph[;se trc..in5ng type '='pe:ratiom a~,ld support of First Marine Brigade 
Ground Un~.ts, Not be:~n(~ a stabi1::'~ed squadron, pilots ,,[ere in various 
phases of train:,ng at a1: times. 

On 3' S'eb-::'llR,::'JT
} VI1A-214 embarked on ships to participate in 

Exercise "sn v:r ::'8,r:-'::8 11 i·.n;;' arrived at San Clemente Island on 16 February 1965. 
MAG-13" upon s'J::d v:'\.l <.::t ~~"hl Clcme.'1.te ,was ordered to backload and return to 
Hawaii c v"MA.. u 2:.4 a:::-ri'rrgd .bade at Kaneohc~ on 1 Ha!'ch Alld departed on surface 
shipping fo'" the :::'<.1' .l;aS'C on 14 Harch;; arriving at. Jkin.1.'vJa on 26 March 1965. 
The squadX'o" C":>0P?8Q OPCl,N to £iJAG-12 en 27 :Ha':nch anJ. derarted for Iwakuni 
on 27 Maret i9650 

. ,1;16 arr3.vaa. in :I-w-akuni with only 20 pilots availctble and a ship­
load 01" ajrcl'aft a J

:, Kizarazu, which had been embal'k'3c1 sJnce 29· January 1965. 
The aircra.ft, situation was cleared up by acquiring aircr3.ft previously 
beloncing t()i,r.iiJl.·,l21,) 

DU:"'jng tlw next fotU' .Teeks, HAG-12 rendered maximum assistance 
in providing t;lls squadrr;n Hith group equipment and training facilities to 
compensat8 for ~he lcmg peo:-lod of non-flyinr; '-Thile He were afloc4to 
Minimum personnel l'equirem011ts were placed on the squadron and the sole goal 
was to increase trabing readine3s 6 From 28 Harch to 22 A~ril, ],965 .• the 
squadron condu(;ted nj.ght operations placing trair.ing emphi:.sis on 8onven­
tional weapons deljVt~Yy!'l A total of 247 sorties and ~,59 hours .. ,rer:; flo.m 
by the squadron dur:l.l1g t~.lis period. 

To further increa.se our comoat readiness, MAG-12 requested' 
this squadrons depl 6-;'1rlE' '1C, to NitS, Cubi Point, Philippines, and Naha" Okin­
a.wa, which was approved by t.he 13U:AW.. The Srl1}.adron departed l'1CAS, Iwakuni 
on 23 J\prU for Cubi Point, 'r~~.~.3 was thE: last. vW ea'oN 01' IWCl.kuni. By 
25 r.1ay the squadron had qua~.iL,6d ~tl:_ b',lt i'ou\' r:ewly assigned pilots in 
Conventional Ordnancp. Delj'rc:ry ,. '~':he Naha dep::'oymen t "as cancelled and 
the squadron rmnainE:j at ['Jf\.0) Gt:;.bi DO~,rl'~ 0 "lhile c!.t Cubi, the squadron 
flew 1,134 sorties for a t;)t&l of 1)+2h hours and achieved a combat readi­
ness of 70.3%. 

The squadron received word about 2 May 1965 of possible commit­
ment to the Republic of Vietnam and was later confirmed by receipt of MAG-12 rs 
Operation Plan and Admin Plan on 17 Nay 1965. -
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.' The advance party of Vi,!;A-214) conl;!l.sting of the Haterial Officer 

<e\~~d 40 enlisted personnel, emblr1mc1. 0::'. ahipping from Iwakuni to Chu Lai 
t.if~~~\'\ on 19 and 25 May and arriving d: hnj .30 }':ay respectivelYa This lift 
I~~ . consisted mainly of Section ';:'1" Zquinr:ent; SU'J}Jly Officers Stores and 

Camp Equipment. The main body remained at Guh::" pro;Jaring for the, 
deployment and (conci.ucting limited flight oper:'\tions. On 22 May the squadron 
received MAG··12' s 11 ir r~lJvement AXlex Hh:"ch directed the squadron to assume 
a 24 hour alert statuo for deploymEnt to .R.VN on order. The squadron assisted 
VNA-225 and VEA-311 as they passod through on their /Jay to Chu 1ni. On 13 
June the squadron received a mes3age from VJAG-12 directing four j?ilots to 
proceed to Chu Lai for the purpose of flying missions ,v-ith VHA-225. HAG-12 fS 
intention was to provide the maxirnum nwnber of. pilots of VNA .. 214 with some 
combat experience vJhile the squadron was waiting to be brought in to Chu Lai. 
Eventually all pilots would be rotated through for the orientation flights. 
LtCol 0 'KEEFE and t"ro pilots arrived 14 June and flew two hops each on 15 and 
16 June. On 16 JW1e LtCol a iXEEYfi,; was informed VHA-214 would commence 
deploying to Chu 1ai on 21 .JunG~ The Col. departed for Cubi on 17 June and 
the squadron commenced pre~Jaration fDr the deployment. The squadron was 
staged and aircrB.ft ready to go b;y Saturday 19 June. 

B.' Combat Operations. The Commanding Officer of WLA-214, LtCo. K. 
O'KEIWE, with a flight of 4 aircraft landed at Chu Lai at OB25H and the 
CP was establish0d at that time. On 22 and 23 June, a' total of 11 more 
aircraft were flown in. Three aircraft remained at Cubi with .outstanding 
AOCPfs and four aircraft are presently in PAR. By the end of the reporting 
period, 24 pilots and all but 16 el1~isted personnel "rere aboard at Chu Lai. 

The squadron comm0!1ced flight operations on 22 June. Missions 
flown for tho l)criod 22 thr!Ug~1 30 J'\me werE: BluG Blazer, Helo escort, CAS 
and TPQ as directed by 1'1[.G-12 .A. tot,,>,l of 115 sOj~ties for 164 hours were 
accomplished v!i th a dail~{3.reraEe ava~.lahil5.ty of 11 aircraft. Total 
.ordnance expended for the perioc: is as f0110""s: 212 NK.81, 84 ~IK-82, 
17 MK ... 79, 281AU-IO, 14 H57Al and 913 rds. of' 2m,lN. 

~.,t" Jot. 
On 27 June, ~he flight leader .of Apple 7-1 flight, while attempt- S~~~ 

ing to drop bombs undc:r em overce.st, re..::eived four hits from his oWn bomb 
blast. The pilot wC'.sun"lble to loner his nOS3 gear and had a utility 
hydraulic failure. He made the decision to eject but on blowing the canopy 
was unable to do SD.· He l'<:turned to the field and landed successfully into 
the MOREST. The pilot received no inju!'ies and the aircraft received BRAVO 
damage. The fol101'l'ing is a cbronological list of significant events. 

21 June 1965. LtCol., a :KEji:FE arrived at, Chu Lai with a flight of 4 
aircr'l.ft at C02.~H. No flight operations were conducted. 
lli;aint;c;nance e,.i1d line personnel had not arrived as yet. 
Aircrc..ft availability was 4. 

22 June 1965. Two flights .of 4 aircraft~ach arrived at Chu 1ai 
bringing the total nircrnft aboard to 12. One Blue 
Ble.zer mission W2.8 flown for 3 sorties for a total 
of 2.8 hours. A KC-130 brought in the first lead of 
personnel and equipment. Aircraft availability w~s 12. 
Ordnance expended was 12 MK-82 and 213 rds. 20MM. 
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23 June 196,. Three more aircraft arrived bringing our total aircra.ft 

aboarc to 15. 4 sorties were flown for a total of 6.0 hours. 
More personr..el and equipment arrived by KC-130. Aircraft 
availability lIas 11" Orci.nanceexpcnded was 16 MK-Bl and 
128 rds Q 20 iv1i'!l", 

24 June 1965. Personnel and equ:i.pmcnt continue to arrive by KC .. 130. 
12 sortiAs were flown for 15.1 hours. The aircraft 
availability was 11. Ordnance expendedj,28 MK-811 
4 LAU-I0 and 579 rds. 20 MM. 

25 June 1965. 12 sorties fOT a total of 16.7 hours ware flown. The 
squadron commenced preparations of defensive pOSitions 
as d:i.rected by MAG-12. Aircraft availability was 11. 
Orcnanco expended; 18 MK-81 and 108 rds. 20 MM. 

26 June 1965. Remaining personnel, with the exception of 16 enlisted and 
. one W.O. vlOrking on aircraft ;tt Cuoi Point, are aboard. 

8 'sorties for a total o.f 0,9 hO\L~S were flol.TJ'l. Aircraft 
availability was 13., Ol'dn::t.nce expended, 32 MK .. 81 and 
814 rds. 20MM. 

27 June 1965. The squadron flew 22 sorties for a total of 38 hours. 
One aircraft was damP.gec.? the det.ails are in th8 na.rrative 
summary. Aircraft aV2.ilc.bility wc..s 1210 Ordna!'lce expended; 
28 MK-B1, 18 MK-82.~ L M1~-79" ll.!. LAU-10 and 1669 rds" 20MM • 

. 28 June 1965. All squadron equ:~pm~nt anJ s";lpplies are now aboard Chu Lai. 
'l'hrec alrcraft s i:,E.::. r:.::ma.in at Cubi Point~ 20 sorties 
14"er:=:! Em')";l f,)l' 3. ~··Tcn.l of .:n.9 hours. Aircraft availability 
, .. as J.O" CcQ.mDc-;3 8:iC!).mr18d; 17 MK~Bl" 23 MK-82" 2 MK-79 and 
:J.J 32 r,b", 2C1IVi". 

29 June 1965.. One 1'n3.n wa.r :;)::",:x:'note:l to Lance Corporal.. The squadron I S 

iIT(,rk:::'n~ an'.'. J.:;'·(r1.ng ",-rE:;?,s are pretty "Well squl'I.red away ~ 
20 s0rt.;'2~ vl"J.'€ ;(1,')"w:t' ZO!" 25 ... h hnurt-', Aircraft availability. 
"\9-8 1] O·'OflJ.Tt·.'e. E';'2.Jc:1dcd, 41 ~lK~81: 20 MK-82" 3 MK-79 J 

6' J.JJ".U·':O and 1]3l1 :.:,rj.~'. 2Cf! . .iJ:.:" 

30 June 1965. None persor-,n€;J. 'w'ere tr.C!n'3:?erred to CONUS and one to 
r ... ·I"3.klU'1.i .. 14 scrt~.0S we:r.'e flo',m for A. total of 19.6 hours.' 
Air"!:r'2ft ava~_lc'~Jility 'W~:S lL 0rdnance expended; 32 MK .. 81" 
8 MK-82 .• 6 K(-79; 4 LAU-IO and 920 rds. 20MM. 
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