DECLASSIFIED

o Q

FARINE ATTaCK STUASRON 223
Varine Aircraft Group 12

lst Yarine ddrcraft Ving, F1FPec
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

AD 'IN:RBS:rer
3000
5 Septerber 1066

From: Covranding Officer
To: Corranding Officer, Yerine Aircraft Group 12

Subj: Corrand Chronology
Ref: (a) Group Order 5750,1C

Encl:v/(l) Marine Attack Sguadron 223 Cormand Chronology for the period
1-31 dugust 196

1, In accordance with instructions contained in reference (2) enclosure

(1) is subritted,
%%\ z_‘ @Qm/

R, B. SINCLAMR

ENCLOSURE (&)

DECLASSIFIED

£22-Ywh

vy P

994/ Y




DECLASSIFIED

®

COMYAND CHRONOIOGY
OF
MARINE ATTACK SQUADION 223
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PART I
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Corranding Officer and Staff

Cormanding Officer

Executive Cfficer
Aministrative Officer
Operztions Officer

Logistics Officer

Alrcraft Vaintenunece Cfficer

average Yeonthly Strength
Usre

(fficers Znlisted
29 151

LtCol Fobert B, SINCLAIR
e} Richerd P, SPRIIER
Capt Eugene L, UHETLER
¥aj Joe L, GINGORCYK
Copt Charles &, DIXCH
Capt anthony J, VCCARTEY

USh
Officers Znlisted

1 9
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1-314upb6
1-24Auehb
1-314up56
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PaRT 1I
NaRRLTIVE SUMY aRY

1. Pfcrsonnel stren.th tock a shar) decline during the ronth due to nersornel
being rotated CCLU3 with no replzcements. The sguadron begen the month

with 30 officcrs 2nd 162 enlisted on hand strength., As the ronth ended,

tie on hand strensth had dwindled to 28 officers and 123 enlisted. Due

to the critical shortage, rany personnel are r. gquired to work 15 hour

days, Although all personnel reintein a rigorous scheduls for extrerely
iong hours under the —ost adverse conditions, worale rercins high in the
corrcng,

2. The rorotioncl picture becare uinusuelly bright the pest ronth, There
were one prorotion to Gunrery Sergeant, four to 3taff Serpernt, zlaven to
Corporal, fifteen to Lance Ccrporal an' one to rrivate First Class, Also,
one officer auirented into the regular estsblishment, U, S. l'erine Corps,

3. During this ronth, the squacdron flew 872 sorties and 1100.0 hours.

Of these, 626 sorties end 1040.4 hours were ir suppert of corbzt operctions,
Squadron nilots flew an avercge of 32 sorties and 41.1 hours, and non-sguacron
ilots rogularly assigned to fly with W7.i-223 flew 150 sorties for 132,9 hours,
The majority of the combat sortles were flown in support of Operations "Colorado",
"Jackson", znd "rcirie®, The 872 sorties flown durirg this pericd, are the

rost sorties flown in one ronth by this squadron since its arrival in Vietner,
OrdB8LEE exended was 349.65 tons ol borbs, 43 tons of nepelr, 116 rockets,

and 7,213 rounds of 20 I'l,

4, The Wing cxperienced a change in the rules of engagerent this wonth
wnich resulted in the desisnation of scuadron pllots as Tactlcel Coordineator
(sirocorne) (1iC(:i)). Twenty squadron piilots were so designated, This
alloved squadron f1i: hts to conduct sirikes on military targets designated
as free drop zones utilizing only flight leader control,

5. The scuadron recelved darsge to one aireraft this -onth. Cn 14 Mugust
Cagtain L, E, GAIZRY was making a night MOREST recovery. The MOREST
failed after engagement, czusing the nose gear to shear and derrging the
left wing tip and slat, Oversll demege wes clessified es "Delts®,

6. During fugust, ons pilot attended Jungle Survivael Treining ot WAS,
Cubi roint. Four pilots received speci:i weapons delivery refrecher at
MC..S, Twekuni, Japan, Two Loading Teamrs received refresher training at

1'C4S, Iwekuni, Japan, also.

7. Aireraft svailability for the ronth was 74%, 2 new high sines the
squadron's arrivel in Vietnar, On 4 sugust, the sguadron had a total of
twenty (20) aircraft in an "UP" status and available for corbat rissions,
another zll-time high,
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SIGNFICANT EVEYTS

1. Squadron pilots were presented 4] iir Yedsl swards, and were recorrended
Fa) s o s
for 20 Air YMedal awards,

2. Ceptain Cherles A, DIXON was =zwerded the Distingsuished ¥lying Cross

for his outstanding display of aeronauticel skills and heroic actions in the
face of intense enery fire on 16 June 1966 in support of a beleegured
Marine KReconnaissance Patrol,

3. First lieutenants R, L, WILII 2SON and Y. 8. CUSTER flew their 200th
combat mission during the month,

4, Captain 4, J, VCC.RTIY flew 43 combat sorties for 61.1 hours this
month, This is a record for WA-223 "in-country",

5. On 22 angust the Cormanding Genercl, Fleet Marine Force, Pzcific,
selected MA-223 to receive the CYO Jiviation Safety award for FY'66,
This is the second consecutive year that the squcdron has been seledted
for this award. To date, the sguadron has flown 14,731,8 accident-free
flight hours,

6. On 30 August the Group conducted a practice ground defense alert.
The squadron responded rapidly and was in position within five minutes

of the sounding of the alarm, ‘
L]

R, B, SINCLAIR
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