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Marine Attack Squadm 223 receivea t.he Icng-awas.ted ﬁoploymt -

brders ‘to.the Republic of Vietnam, on 13 April 1968, The aguedronts hlgh

~ lovel of 4raining and resdiness alleved an orderly prcgression through

-the predeployment, enbarkation, and movement phases. Operaticns from 1 - LR
" April to22 April consisted of live and practice ordnsnée delivery, navi- - '
“gation and instrument training, tactics, in-flight refueling, and day . .-’
BT and night Field Carrier Landing Practice.  The four aviators joined dnring
. ~.the month were second towr pilots, and became operationally praﬂeimt '
o vithoa mﬁ.ninnm of &&mﬂﬁﬂﬁwtim syllabus; ,

S N “THe- mwemt af the. ﬂqzmdran's Mﬂ aircraft from MCAS Iwakuni to
7 Chu-lat Ady Bage, RVN, procteded without incidents The squadron was 111
- plact on schedule, 23 April 1968.  The training.and experience acquired -
@ ‘vhile eperating with Marine Alrcraft Group 15 fron December 1967 to A}gril
E - 771968 allowed the squadrvon to arrive end immcdiately, teke up positicms
as a eom‘bat- ready striking force of l'hrine Aimraft Grou;» 12. e
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" 'a. The veceipt of deployment arders to Chu Lai, RVN, enabled the .° |
" aquadren to achieve sizeablo but temporary geins in enlisted stremgths = -
- - Seventy-four (74) enlisted personnel were joined. This figure includes . - .
- gifty-five (55) suprort personnél dncluded in an’augmentation party from
. BAMS15 and MiBS-15, the majority:of whom wero wltimately trancferred - -
to MAGw12 upon ervival at Chu Lai, ~4 total of sixty-five {65) enlisted ;
. perscnnel were transferred, Four officers were joined and four were S
.. " transferved. A compardison of strength figures for the perdod of lapefd -
© . 1023 April 48 shown belows - .. - T o AT B
S N P C - 23bpedl 0 LAppll - IO mm%m IR
‘2 Avigtor Officer. Lt 29 . 287 T35 T S e
.  Aviation Ground Offdcer’ .= .4 47 6 R T
Totel . . . 287 246 --.289 29 - .

Clall "-I’he;-bég'inniingéf Apr:.l f’mmdmﬂprepaﬁng for a tWOweek dem

. ) ployment to Naha Adr Base, Oldnawa, for ordnance delivery training, This™ . -
@ - deploynent was subsequently cancelled uptn veceipt of movement ordsre. -

b, -On 13 April 1968, a messago ves Tecotved from higher uthorily - Y.
o --oﬁdex.‘ing' Vi4-223 to deploy with AJG ‘aiveraft to Ghu lai Air Bage, Républic . . .
- voof Vietmame - - o L A S DT Rl

..+ .6, Between 1 and 23 April, the squedron flow 325 sortles and compiled "
.7 53,2 flight hours, Practice ordnance consisting of MK 76 end ME 106 <
.  bonbs was expendeds ~Live ordnance training with the MK 4 gun pod and 5 :
W “ineh ZUNY Tockets was conducted. . Low lovel navigational hops were AT
" floun: as. secondary missions when woather.precluded use of the targets. - . .
w70 @, Onil7 April, the advance party, conglsting of 7 officers and 42 .
" emlisted, departed MCAS Iwskuni, and arrived 18 April in Chn lai, In . . @ -
- pddition to supervising preparations for the squadron's arrival, aviators . .
{ " 4n the advance party flew 22 combat iissions in H& 12%a TALF aivereft . .
" end-ALE ‘adrcraft of MA~21t end VALY, - -~ 70 0 et T

., On 22 Aprdl, LtCol As W. ANTHONY Jed the First of four divisions . -

" of AJC alreraft fron MCAS Iwakuni to NAS Cubi Point, R+ P., In flight =~ =°= . -
" ‘refueling wes perfoymed enyoute with the Assistance of VMOR-152 ond MACS-8, - -~ @ =
.~ The main body of- troops departed Iwaluni Amediately thereafter on C-130 .-
- atrerafte [ TR GinblgenbaL. o
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SIGNIFIGANT mms (contm

B on t.he morning oi‘ 23 April, LtCol al Y. ANTHONY led tha ﬁqnadron
into Chu Lai Alr Base. The first eircraft to land vere being configured

! hours of its arrivel, VMA-223 launched its fi.rst six combat aorties of
e ‘the em‘rent deployment., - P

gs The Progressive Aircraﬁ-. Reuork Program proceeded noma:u:y
Two alreraft’ spent the entire month of April at PAR, vhile one wes
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~gith ordnance even before tho last aireraft wers on the deck, Within two g

. ’delimad and none were retwned fronm t.he faciltty at I\IAS, Atsugi, erpﬁn. s -

S S




