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OONFIDENTI!];, 

:M:ARlNE ATTACK S~Ull.DRON 223 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 

1st Marine Aircr~ft Wing, FMFPlo 
FPO,. San Francisoo 96602 

From~ Commanding Offioer 

,:JDE:rJJ 
05000 
Ber: 03A00469 
6 January 1969 

To: (i'ommandine Officer. Marine Airoraft Group 12 (Attn: S-'3) 

SubJ: CommandOhronoloBY for 1-'31 Deoember 1968; s.~.missian of 

Ref: (a) GruO 5750.10 

Encl: j(1) 'VMA-22'3 Command Chronology. 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1~ is submitted. 

2. Upon removal of enclosure n) this letter is downeraded to WCMSSIFIED. 

{)/1/f- J-7-} 

(JO(}( ... 6 q 
// ' /'" , 

£Qs .... ,;... 
L. T. PRESTON~ J~ 

Copy Lof.5.coPi eS CONFIDENTllU. 
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PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

PART III SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
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ORGANIZA!!:'IONAL DATA 

• 
':JDE:rj~ 
05000 
Ser: 0311.00469 
6 Jrlnuary 1969 

OOl.1MANDER 

MARINE ATTAOK S~UADRON 223 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 

Major Leonard T. PRESTON, Jr. 
1 - 31 Deoember 1968 

1st Marine Aircraft WinB, FMFFao 
FPO, San Franoisoo 96602 

NO SUBORDINATE UNITS 

NO UNITS ATTAOHED 

2. LOCATIQN 

Ohu Lai Air Base, Republic of Vietnam 

,. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 

Administrative Officer 

Maintenance Officer 

Materiel Officer 

lra.j or Charles D. ROBINSON 
Major Samuel ~!. HORTON 
Major Richard S. ROBERTSON 
Maj or Thomas R. DURHAM 
1stLt Larry O. SWIEEA 
Maj or Leon D. TYRRllltJi 
Major Donald E. ANDERSEN 
2ndLi; l!?eter DO' \711.LTERS 

4. AVERA GEl lilONTHJr.Y STRENGTH 

.Qll. 

26 154 

22 4 

1 IJl 

1 -31 Deoember 
1 -21 December 
22-,1 December 
1 -21 December 
22·,1 December 
1 -17 Deoember 
18-31 December 
1 -31 Deoember 
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

• 
3:.TDE:rjj 
05000 
Ser: 0'311.00469 
6 January 1969 

During December 1968, VMA-22'3 flew 1205.t hours and 1160 sorties of 
1:Jhioh 1174 .. 2 hours and 1129 eorths Were flown 1n support of combat 
operations in the Republic of Vietnam. The Squadron delivered 1723 .. 03 
tons of aviation ordnanoe with the highest dailY tot~l being 93.2 tons 
delivered on 7 Deoember 1968. 

Reported Battle ~maBe Assessment for Deoember 1968: 

TARGE~S DESTROYED MMAGED 

lmA U (0) 5 (p) 
Bunkers 151 34-
Struotures 207 ,6 
Seoondary Fires 4'.5 
Seoondary Explosions 28 
Bridges 6 
Gun Sites 5 
Trench Line 557 meters. 
Sampa.ns 1 
Trucka '.5 
Road Cuts 10 
BoxeS 8 

The PBulldogs D of VMA-22; increased to 8,'90.0 the combat hours 
flown since returning to Vietnam on 22 April 19688 The total hours 
flown in support of combat opera.tions in the Republio of Vietnam by 
the Squadron is 27,885.9 during 22,935 sortieS. VMA-223 flew 24 
more s:orties than any other Squadron in :M.B.rine Aircraft Group 12 
during Deoember 1968. 
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EART III 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. ADMINISTRATION 

• 
, :JDE:r.1J 
05000 
Ser: 03 A0046g 
6 January 1969 

~.. !'erso!'.nel strength varied throughout the month ending with en 
inorease in personnel. Four Naval Aviators Were joined and seven were 
transferred. One Aviation Ground Offioer was JOined and none were 
transferred. Twelve enlisted personnel were Joined and seven were 
trans! erred. 

b. The Civil Affairs ~ogram supported 56 South Vietnamese ohildren 
durinB Deoember by providing scholarships. The three schools sponsored 
by VMA-223 and provided with scholarships, construction materials and 
other incidentil~ were IOluong lotr" lnluona Hiap: and IDluonB Q,uan. Rans 
ere being made for the construction of n neW school whioh will Bocomodate 
sixty students in grades 1 and 2. During the holiday period, a Christmas 
party was held at ~t Tin HiBh School for 1,000 stUdents with food, Bifts 
and entertainment. 

o. Fersonnel from VMA-223 received the following awards during 
peoember: 

(1) Four (4) Good Conduot Av~rds 
(2) Two (2) Air Medals {First Award] 
(3) ~vo (2) Singla Mission Air Medals 

{1, Gunne~y Sergeant R. L. HENN received a MeritoriOUS Combat 
promotion to his present rank. 

(2)> Corporal E. p. AIRDYKE was promoted to his prosent rank. 
(,) Lanoe Corporal E. U. SHUPE wes promoted to his present rank. 

2. OPERATIONS 

a. VMA-223 oonducted combat air operations on thirty d~ys durinB 
Deoember in support of I Corps, II Corps and 7th Air Force tarBets. 
Operations and units Bupported are listed in !art IV. 

At the end of December 1968, 1JMA-223 i s aocident free hours totaled 
The last o:perati'onaJ. acoident occurred on 21 Ootober 1968. 
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o. Two Naval Aviators assiened to VMA-223 have oval' 500 combat 
missions, one has over 400, four have over '00, five have over 200, 
and six have over 100. 

do ~ainin.a 

(1) One Officer attended Amphibious iianning School at Okinawac 

(2) One Officer attended 3M Sohool at Danang. 

3. MAINTENANOE 

a.. The Squadron had a daily aVeraBG of 19.9 airoraft on hand, 15.3 
dSJ.ily I3Jvailability and averaeed 60.5 hours per aircraft for the month 
for 152.0% utilizationo 

b o Three aircraft were induoted into iTogressive Aircraft Rework and 
one airoraft WaS returned from Reworko 
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Scotland n 
Henderson Hill 
Nevada EaBle 
Lancaster II 
Meade River 
Napolean saline 
Dawson River 
Vernon Lake 
Kentuolly 
Taylor Common 
Dra.gon Victory 
Oommando HUllt 
Steel TiBer 
OraBon 
Oheyene 
F8¥ etta Canyon 
Barrister 
~lient Hunt 
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PART I'D' 

OPERATIONS/UNITS SUPPORTED 

§ORTIES SORTIES 
!I!.Q.1Yl! !llU.t FLOWN 

30 AMERICA1t. 149 
16 Task Force HOTEL 16 
7'3 101et Airborne 63 

6 3rd l\19.rines. 10 
24 1st MarDiv 140 
19 ROI{ Marines 59 
46 1st Marines 22 

4 1st Reoon a 
14 3rd Recon 112 
96 4th Marines 14 
6 51st ARim 14 

24- 24th Corps 2 

118 7th Marines 86 
2 2nd ARVN 14 
2 108th Artillery 2 
6 5th MeQhDiv 6 
2 7th Air Foroe 159 
2 Task Force ALPHA 18 

5th Marines 6 
3rd MarDiv 6, 
Task Force YANKEE 94 
26th Marines 10 
9th Marines 10 
Special Fo~ces 2 
12th Marines 4 
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