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From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Marine fucraft Group 12 (Attn: 5-3) 

Subj: Command Cbrono1ogy for 1-3_ September 1969; submission of 

Ret: (a) GruO 575¢.1D 

Ene1: 11) VMA-223 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. Upon removal of enclosure (1) this letter is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED. 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION OOMMANDER 

MARINE ATTAOK SQUADRON 223 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 

Lieutenant Colonel Merrill S. Newbill 
1 - .:'3l September 1969 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac 
FPO San Francisco, 96€¢2 

,(~ 

Lieut~nant Colonel James W. Lazzo 
~,~ - 3¢ September 1969 

ID SUBORDINATE UNITS 

00 UNITS ATTACHED 

2. lOCATION 

Ctlu Ia1 Air Baae, Republic of Vietnam 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Operations Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Material Officer 

, Major Edward J. Heise 1-19 September 1969 
Major George J. Ertlmeier 2I2l-3~ September 1969 
Major Mlrvin E. Schwaninger 1-3¢ September 1969 
Captain Roger R. Hardy 1-3¢ September 1969 
Captain Roger J. Schneider 1-3¢ September 1969 

4. AVERAGE MONl'Hl!' STRElGTH 

USMC tEN 

25 

!! 
21 

-
168 

AG -
4 

,- ,.­
-'< ~ 

Ql! m 
1 
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. .. During the month of September 1969, VMA-223 flew 588.4 hours and 
467 sorties of· which 557.1 hours and 438 sorties were flow in support 
of combat operations in the Republic of VietIl8JJl. Squadron pilots 
delivered 557.58 tons of aviation ordnance with the highest daily 
total being 43.57 tons delivered on ') September 1969. 

Reported Battle Damage Assessment for September 1969: 

TABGErS 

KBA, 
Bunkers 
Structures 
Trench L1.ne 
Seoonda.r7 Fires 
Secondar,y Explosions 
Gun Sites 
Bridge 

DESTROYED 

3 
71 
59 

7¢¢ meters 
31 
JiJ 

') 
1 

DAMAGED 

7 
41 

1 

The IlBulldogs ll of VMA-223 increased to 16,683.4 the oombat hours 
and.. 15,¢55 the combat sorlies flown in support of the Republio of 
Vietnam since returDing 0 .• ::22 March 1968. The total hours flow in 
support of combat operations in the Republic· of VietllB.Dl by the 
Squadron is 36,552.3 during 3¢,6¢7 sorties. 
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a. Personnel strength varied throughout the month of September. 
Four officers, three of them Naval Aviators and one Aviation Grotmd 
officer, joined the Squadron, as did twenty enlisted men. Departures 
due to expiration of overseas tours included three officers and 
four enlisted men. A total of eight officers and one enlisted man 
were transferred from this Squadron to other VleBtPac unit_a. 

b. The following personnel. were promoted to Staff Sergeant 
during the month of September 1969: 

(1) C. K. BANKARD 
(2) G. VI. HAMPTON 

c. The following personnel were promoted to Sergeant during the 
month of September 1969: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 
(9) 

R. C. CHAma 
D. S. DENl'ON 
A. F. IDHMAN 
J. P. MURRISON 
D. L. RISNER 
D.A.ROGERS 
M. SCHUBERT 
R. ZAPPASODI 
C. E. SOLVESON 

d. The following personnel were promoted to Corporal during the 
month of September 1969: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

G. B. GANNAWAY 
J. HERNANDEZ 
D. R. WILSON 
G. M. GIBBS 
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e. The following personnel vere promoted to Lance Corporal during 
the month of September 1969: 

(1) 
. (2) 

!
(!~ 
5) 

. 6) 
7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(lf25) 
(ll) 
(12) 
(13). 
(14) 
(15) 

(

16l U~ 
(19 
(2¢) 
(21) 
(22) 

N. o. AVERE1'T 
J. T. BAKER 
E. J. CHOUNARD 
w. H. COLEMAN 
D. L. DARLIRZ 
R. E. DtBAMEL 
J. C. FINCH 
V.(-;/~~RE 
J. VI. GEIWICKS 
G. VI. RA.WKINS 
J. O.~!-R~E 
M. w. IAIOSH 
B. C. LICLE 
G. M .• McGHEE 
D. H .• MmK 
W. G. MOORE 
H. VI. REYNOLDS 
A. J. SILVA 
J. R. SKIPPER 
R. J. SMITH 
T. M. SMITH 
D. E. WALLING 

2. OPERATIONS 

a. VMA-223 conducted air operations on 29 ~s of September 1969 
in support of I Corps, II Corps, and 7th Air Force targets. Operations 
and Units supported are listed in Part IV. 

b. At the end of September 1969 VMA-223 'a accident free hours 
totalled 1l,4¢¢.6. 

c. Tvo Naval Aviators assigned to ~223 have reached ~¢ combat 
missions, one has reached 3¢¢ miSSions, three have reached 2¢¢ miSSiOns, 
and six have reached l¢¢ missions. 

d. Training 
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(1) One Naval Avia.tor and two enlisted men attended JEST 
School at HAS Cubi Point, .Republic of the Philippines. 

(2) One enlisted man attended Welder Recertification 
School at HAS Cubi Point, Republic of the Philippines. 

3. MAINl'ENANCE 

a. Tbe Squad.J;'on had a dail~·. a.verage of 16.2 aircraft on hand, 
12.6 average availability, and averaged 36.3 hours per aircraft for 
the month tor 91.2% utilization. -, 
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OPERATIONS 

Idaho Catvon 
Defiant stand 
Georgia Tar 

DECLASSIFIED 

PARI.' IV 

SUPPORTING QOO~S 

opERATIONS/UNITS SUPPORTED 

SQRTIr.c3 
FUlWN 

S 
4 
2 

7 

America1 
1st MarDiv 
3rd MarDiv 
7th Air Force 
~1st Airborne 
1st Muines 
3rd !Brines 
4th M9.rines 
5th Marines 
7th tvarines 
12th Marines 
26th Marines 
3rd Becon Bn 
1st Bacon an 
ARB 
ROK Marines 
~Sth AIrt;y 
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SORrIES 
FIalN 

l¢3 
43 
62 
1; 
51 
3 

lS 
19 
11 
11 
7 
4 

12 
13 
6 

12 
6 
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3 :RAK:tgp 
$11575$11 
Ser: $113.&3$11569 

To: Oommanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 12 (Attn: S-3) 

Subj: Oommand Chronology for 1-31 October 1969; submission of 

Ref, (a) GrUO 575¢.lD 

Encl: 1(1) VMA-223 Command Chronology 

1. In acoordanoe with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. ~~n removal of enclosure (1) this lett s downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED. 
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1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER 

MARINE ATTA CK SQ liADRON 223 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac 
Fro San Francisco, 9~2 

Lieutenant Colonel James W. lazzo 
1 - 31 October 1969 

NO S tlBORDlNATE UNITS 

NO UNITS ATTACHED 

2. lOCATION 

Chu Iai Air Base, Republic of Vietnam 

3. sfDB' OF.FlCEBS 

Executive Officer 
Operations Officer . 

Major George J. Ertlmeier 
Major Marvin E. Schwaninger 
Captain Roger R. Hardy Administrative Officer 

Material Officer 1st Lieutenant John S. Wilkins 

1-31 October 1969 
1-31 October 1969 
1-31 October 1969 
1-31 October 1969 

4. A WRAGE MONTHLK STRENGTH 

tBMC 

m m 
2¥5 152 

~ Mi 
-.. 

'16· 4 

lEi 

9l!m 
1 ¢ 

2 
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During the month of October 1969, VMA-223 flew 498.6 hours and 
4¢6 sorties of Ylhich 452.4 hours and 368 sorties were flown in support 
of combat operations in the Republic of Vietnam. Squadron pilots 
delivered 454.35 tons of aviation ordnance 'With the highest daill 
total being 33.91 tons delivered on 15 October 1969. 

Reported Battle Damage Assessment for October 1969: 

TARGETS 
KBA 
BuIlkers 
structures 
Trench Line 
Secondary Fires 
Secondary Explosions 
Gun Sitee 
Bridges 
Cavei~ 
Tunn;i Complex 
Bulldozer 

DESTROYED 
1 

36 
121 
3¢ meters 
l4 
'Z7 
1 
¢ 
1 
1 
1 

DAMAGED 

The "Bulldogs" of VMA-223 increased to 16,135.8 the combat hours 
and 15 ;:423~ the combat sorties flown in support of the Republic of 
Vietnam"s1nce retll!'ning on 22 March. 1968. The total hours flown in 
support of combat operations in the Republic of Vietnam by the 
Squadron is 37,¢5¢.9 during 31,¢13 sorties. 
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a. Personnel strength varied throughout the month of October. 
Five enlisted men joined the Squadron. Departures due to expira.tion 
of overseas tours included three officers and six enlisted men. 
One officer was transferred to another WestPac unit. 

b. The following person 'Ws promoted to Corporal during the 
month of Ocliober 1969: 

w. H. Cunningham Jr. 

c. The following person was promoted to lance Corporal during the 
month of October 1969: 

D.O. Haskins 

2. OPERATIONS 

a. VMA-223 conducted air operations on 3¢ d~s of october 1969 
in support of I Corps, II Corps, and 7th Air Force targets. Operations 
and Units supported are listed in Part IV. 

b. At the end of October 1969 VMA-223's accident free hours 
totalled 11,899.2. 

c. One Naval Aviator assigned to VMA-223 has reached 3¢¢ combat 
missions, one has reached :?SO¢ missions, and five have reached l¥1¢ 
missions. 
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(1) One Naval Aviator and one enlisted man attended Jungle 
Survival Sohool at Clark AFB, Republio of the Philippines. 

(2) One Naval Aviator attended the J.E.S.T. course at 
Cubi Point, Republic of the Phillppines. 

(3) The Squadron Flight Surgeon attended Medical Officer's 
Training in Taipei, Tiawan. 

(4) Three Naval Aviators attended FAC School at MCAF, Futama, 
Old.nawa. 

3. WNTENANCE 

a. The Squadron had a dai~ average of 19.4 aircraft on hand, 
:14.4 averageavai.1abillty, and averaged 25.7 hours per aircraft for 
the month for 64.~% utilization. 
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Geneva Park 
Iron Mountain 
Victory Dragon 
Pipestone Canyon 
Norton Falls 
Republic Square 
Ashau Valley 
Nantucket Beach 
Iouisiana Lee 
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OPERATIONS/UNITS SUPPORTED 

!!m'.§. 

America1 
1st MarDiv 
.3rd MarDiv 
7th Air Force 
J$lst Airborne 
1st Marines 
4th Marines 
5th Marines 
7th Marines 
26th Marines 
ARVN 
ROK Marines 
J$8th Arty 
1st Mech 
5th Mach 
Spec Forces 
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SORTIES FID.-JN 

68 
12 
4 

11 
49 

9 
11 
25 
18 

.3 
14 
4 
.3 
.3 
.3 
2 
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