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• • M.ARm ATTACK SQ.UADRON 225 
Marine Aircraft Group ,12, 1st Marine Aircra.ft Wing 

"'" III Marine Amphibious Force 
% Fleet Post Office, San Francisco 96601 

RRB:KRT:bah 
3840.1 
3 July 1965 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 12 (Attn 5-3) 

Subj: Command Diary, period 1-30 June 1965 

(41$) MCO 3840.1 ' 
(b) MAG-12 8-3 briefing on 30 June 1965 

Ref: 

1. In accordance with rElferences (a) and (b), the Command, Diary for the 
period 1-30 June is herewith transmitted. 

R. W. BAKER 
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COMMAND' . DIARY 

PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA SHEET 

PART II: NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

PART III: Supporting documents (with Enclosures (1)-(6) attached to 
Original copy only). 

MAG-12 "Well done" 
MAG-12' Navy Relief message 
VMA-225 Detail Report· 
VMA-225 FOD Report 2-65 
VMA-22'5 Ordnance Expenditure 1-30 June 1965 
VMA-225 Com:bat Operations Sununa.r;r 1-30 June 196,5 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA SHEE.T 

Period Covered: 1-30 June 1965 

Date of Submission: 3July 1965 

Commanding Officer: LtCol". R .. W. BAKER, USMC 
\ 

Looation of Command Post a.t end oi'.:r:epO:rting period: C~-4:i. Jd.rfi.Qld. 
Republic of Viet Nam 

.. 
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VMA-225 personnel assigned to details, period 1-3OJun65 

1-30 
1-30 
IJun 
4-11 
6-11 
5-6 
6-9 
1-30 
1-10 
1-15 
8-14 

22-25 
1-30 
5-30 

NUMBER OF PERSONNEL 

18 enI 
1 enl 
2 enl 

10 enl 
5enl 
5enl 

10 enI 
3 enl 
4 enl 
2enl 

8 (day) 6 (night) 
enl 
I SNCO, 9 enl 
5 enl 
2 enl 

Group Guard 
Laundry Detail 

DETAIL 

fill sandbags at tower 
offload ammo from APA 
Also to offload ammo from APA 
To water point 
Tent decking detail to MAG-12 
Police detail 
MAG-12 8-4 
Sqdn. Guard 

Revetment detail on flight line 
Decking detail ~r the squadron 
Messmen 
Generator watch 

ENCLOSURE (3) 
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ROUTINE 

FROM:' r·fAG-12 

16: H&MS-12 
~fABS-12 

VMA-225 
VMA-311 
VHA-214 

SUBJ: NAVY RELIEF 
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I WISH TO EXTEND MY CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL RESULTS 

OBTAINED DURmG THE NAVY RELIEF FOND DRIVE CMn'AIGN.· THE FmAL REPORT 

OF THE CAMPAIGN SHOVJED THAT A TOTAL OF $1038.37 viAS CONTRIBUTED. 

VMA-225 IS TO BE ESPECIALLY CONGRATULATED ON THE FACT THAT THEY ACHIEVED 

THE GOAL OF 10Q%;P ARTICIP AT ION • TO ALL COl-ilRTlJDD1G OFFICERS, PROJECT 

OFFICERS ~ OFFICERS AND MEN "WELL DONE". COL NOBLE SENDS 

J. D. NOBLE 
RELEASING OFFICER 
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ROUTINE 

~QI.n 1,IARAIRGRU ONE TUO 
'10: lJARATImON TtJO m!E FOUR 

!,1ARAT"tffiON 'l't'JO Tt10 FIVE 
I1AB.A'l'KROIJ THREE ONE otJE 
tmrw:RBASROH onE 1'WO 
lW4lOilJ OIan; 'jl'ro 

UNCUS 
f't~m..r. DOrm" 
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t. I !fi1014 THAT YOU ALL SHARE tHE:PlUDE fRAt I FELT uamJ I RECEIF.m A 
t1VJm,L nmlE" mOl'l 'l'HE 5ECmm AIR DIVIsION PASSED Off BI TIlE FmST UAt'l 
FOR THE OUTSTANDING CLOSE AIR SUPPORT DELIVERED BY l,ltSSION r~mrm 91678 
Im BY ~1AJ GILLU1!1 FROM Ym.-225 AND 14ISSION ]>JUMBER 91679 LED BY t'l'COL 
stEJDER mOt;:! Vl1A-311 0rJ 23 JUUE, THEY t-mRE REPORTED AS THE BEST THE 
AIR FORCE CCNTROL.t.ER HAl) EVER SEEN. ~ PLACE!) AU. ORDNANCE· ON va 
POSrrIO~JS IN CLOSE PROXDl'ITY TO FRIEl.WLY RVN UNn'S so THAT A STRONG 
A'l"!'ACK HAS BROKEN UP. NUI~1JS IDJEt.ft CASUAL1'IES l~ cotmTED ~l 
THE SNOKE FROM OUR BONSS AND CANNON Fm HAD OI..EARED. 

2. liH!LE THESE Tt-JO FLIGHTS \'JBRE snm.m OUT FOR PRAlSE BY THE 
COIIl"f'ROUJIR, THEY ARE 00lJSmERED mICA!. OF THE OUTSTANDING Am ATTACKS 
THAT AFtJ}; BEING OOUT.n-JELY FLO't'JN Bt AU. THE PMTS DJ r,mG-12 SQUADROi\1S. 
IT IS tlELL RECOGNIZED THAT THESE AIR OPERATIONS ARE THE END PRODUCT 
OF TflE EFFORTS eF AU. pERSQrJImL IN THE GRoup so IT IS .A..PFROPRIATE 
THAT', ALL HMIDS SHARE THIS fl1'JELL DONE" FROM AN OUTSIDE com-WID. 

J. D. ~JOBLE, 001011iEL, u~ro 
e01'Ji,:;M~Dn1G OFFICER" )1AG-1.2 
DRAPrING & RELEASING OFFICER 
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~' i: .' ... Three, Qr1'1cers • VNA-225 are- 'a.ss}.gned ~:s briJll, <?l'ricers. f'~r M:AG ... 12 

5-:5 pn-.f'llght mission briefings on a scheduled basis. 

7-

,,;Fligllt operations ,were similar t6 tho~e C'6hd~oten'iii:ib~: 'a.:Ce,r±.ier 'asre­
gards l~dlnjs Wltil 28 June, whepc8000 t of ruhway was :ava:tlabiei 'LsO 's;moni tored 
midor ap1'>:t'(>~hes to MOBEST,landil\gS for all hops"tmt:i~ '28 June. :~~ce that time, 
norma.i1~d~h~ have ba~n ~de and airCraft "tollint,," ,::~9mi~i~ld¥o.EEST. T~e 
two, aquad!oli 'Mo I s were ns!:n.gned ,duties Qn :th~ aixi.hel~,~~ ~~a.1" ~~1:ie:!1\1led 'tin-
te~ls with ijtber MAG-12 !.SO's until 28 JUhe~ " " 

- F. Stifety: No aircI'aft accidents or inc:identsoCcm:'ed at Chu tai <luring the 
period 1~39 June. The 6ne ~ci~ent at NAB Atstigi on 25 JUne is presently being in­
vestiga.ted, Outstanding pilot attitude, super:j.or airera.rt maintenence a.n:~ :p~~se­
ional airrn3.nship may be attributed to thesa.fe opera.~ions aboa±d dhu Lai 5A'fS 
:h.iQ. i,n it~ first month of opera. tions. See enclosure (6) for oomba.t opere.tions 
summary. 

G. Ma teriaJ,. : 

1{o Tn.il nooks became a supply problema.t'ter only a fewda.~SATS operationE; 
Due to apbo::.: low usage ratet sufficient ,~tq~ks we:ren,ot on hand\:a~'loQaJ. ~9VUB. 
A recommendat,ion was forwarded via supply 9lianne1s for- a, d,etachable' ,tip1;d be used 
on the, A4 tailhook 133sembly.. -This tipsb:oU;I.d be a. consunJP,ble item stocked by the 
squadron. 

2. The Rough Terrain F9rkliftE!hould'b~ ii i~tlr't of the squadrons organio 
Motor Transport gear. Muop.deb.y ,wa,s :c~used ilflmovtng gear ihla.nd from the beach 
using the stand.a.:rd "Commer¢ia16bOO,tJ.b,.'1;:.pqrl$t#t, ,f~ich was all b~t W3eless On the 
sMd. The M-60 Crane was Used as a.substttut~-butw~mU.ch slower t:M.n the Rough 
Terra.!!lForklift woulcl. have been. Much delay was caused initially due to this pro­
blem e.retl.. 

, . 
;. Expenditure (Project or): ",A1lPto:ii.:imitelY $48,000.00 was spent sup­

porting flight operations from projeot dl fu:ndS d1.iring the period 1-30 June 65. 
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PART II 

At 0600H on 1 June 1965, Colonel J. D. Noble'; Command~'O~.tic~¢f l!!tAG-12 ' 
led a. division of VMA-225 Me aiirat-aft from NAS Cubi pt, P. I. to open Chu 
tai Airfield, Vietnam to begin operations against the Viet Cong. Colonel 
Noble landed CE6 BuNo' 147779 at 0810H thereby making the first landing at 
the new BaTS (Short Airfield for Tactical Support) field which was then 
3546 feet long. As he cleared the arresting gear and runway, he was rapidly' 
followed in order by }.fa-jar D. E. Gillum (Executive Officer VMA-225) CEll 
BuNo 145065, Lieutenant Colonel R. W. Baker (Commanding Officer VMA-225) 
CE2 BuNo 145094, and Captain D. A. Teichmann (S-3 VMi'1.-225) CEJ3 BuNo 148520. 
Opening c~onies were covered by representatives from worldwide news media. 
it 1315H on the s~e dc.y, nfter a thorough briefing by the 5-2 & S-' o£ ~!AG-12, 
Lieutenant Colonel B~'.kor led the same pilots (Col IToble. l'Iej GillUIl, and ·Co.pt 

'TeichrJDllIl) on the first combat mission to be £loYln froo Clm Lai Airfield. This 
waen close air sU9Port (CAS) missiOn in support of Republic of Vietnam (RV1!) 
forces only six (6) miles north of Chu Lo.i. TIro tc.ctico.l air controller e.ir­
borne wns I.icutcnc.."lt Colonel G. 11'. Ba.una.n (COI:lnrmding Officer of VMO-2) ''Tho 
maaed,', the tc:r€.;ct,c·,a Viet Cong (ve) otrongpoint end directed the boohs. rackets. 
and ca.nnon fi=c of ea.ch aircraft vTi th de 11 bore.. to care a.nd a.coura.oy. 

During tho period 1 .. 30 June 1965. VMA .. 225 flew 401 combat Elortiee,,: 555 conbat 
flight hours, dropped 896 250# borms, 274 500# boobs, 6 1000# bombs, 75 1I~K-79 
napaln bombs t fired 930 2. 75ft BE ond 526 Zuni rockQts and fired 20','455 round.s 
of 20 It\l e.mr.mnition. The den.o.gc asscssL'lent fron these strikes is clcp'sified 
end is conkined in the rccolUs of 1:rAG-12 (S-2). / ' 

'~l- ;. 

Airoreft and pilote arrived nt Chu te.i durinG June in s.eeordo.nce uith the 
follOtJing schedules' (, A/G Officertt ('.00 96 enlisted arrivod via. LSD and 1ST 
on 24 May, Squcd;ron lstsgt on 28 Ha.y) 

DATE t.tp!..lJ:11!S IA.4C 
1 June 9 4 
'2 June 1 0 
9 June 2 2 
11 J1.UlO 2 2 
14 June 4 4 
15 June 4 4 
16 Juno 5 5 
17 June 1 0 

19 June 0, 0 
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7 
0 
0 
0 

21 
0 
0 

14 

21 

P.EHlillKS 

(2 A/a orn·:lOra 3.1"'.dve 

le.st of ifL:,A-225 renr 
e. flisht 8urgcon Q.l'To 

vic. KC-I50 
all rc::-;a.ining VfSA-225 
personn'31 [!.bou.ro frOB 
Cubi Pt via KC,,:,130 
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• : ,. i:' 6. Mail arrive. ave:ra.se of 5 times per week .g the month of JWle • 

:a. . Intelligence: The normal S-2 fune tions· of the squadron were combined and 
coordinated with the lutG-12 S-2 section. VMA-225 Officers normally aBsiBned intell­
igence duties in the squadron (2 Naval Aviators, 1 !/G officer MOS 0201) worked 
direotlywith MAG-12 and assisted in pilot briefings and debriefings for all VMA 
squadrons in the Group, as did the enlisted personnel in·OF 02. 

C.Ma.intenance: After 16 June, 21 A4C were aboard Wltil 24 June, when 2 Me 
lett for NAB Atsugi for PAR. Average daily availability was 95% for the month. 
One engine change was necessitated by FOD (see enclosure (4) on 23 June. Only nine 
sorties were lost tho entire month because of aircraft maintenance problems~ 

D. OrdnanCe: Power supply was the key problem at first; electric power lines 
were routed to the line area by 22 June. M-60 tI.J\nthony Crane" starter units fre­
quently would not function; MAIlS support was often requ:Lred • 

.\" 

Sound powered phone· connections to MABS-12 Qrdnance were not availa.ble 'Wl­

til 25 June; this had caused some delay and confusion when missions we:ro·~ or 
suddenly scheduled. 

Ordering of ordnance from NABS -12 Ordnance evolved to a process whereby 
WA.-225 ordered it in accordance with the sqUadron fiight schedule, vice MABS-12 
delivering what the Ml.B-12 I frag order listed as· the "da.yls requirement". SOllte 
confusion and delay occurred here at the beginning of the month. For example, at 
fllreft8.w!:,lb.afwem de:h:L1ItQred, then roeket~, etc. rather than bombs ~ rockets as 

. needed throughout the d.a.y according to the flight schedule. 

Blowing sands complieated the normal "care and cleaningll of weapons, racks, 
and ordnance. Extensive use was made of tarpaulins which helped but never elimi­
nated the problem oompletely. 

E. Operations: Daily sorties increased as more ai:rcraft, pilots and men 
arrived throughout the month. Commencing on the 16th, with 21 aircraft aboard, a 
daily Bortie average of 22 per day was maintained until ~he end of the month. Dur­
ing the entire month only nine sorties were lost du,e to aircraft malfunctioning, 
going tldown" before takeoff. Spare pilots and ai:rcraft were scheduled for most 
flights 1-15 June and for selected flights therea.fterl Spares accounted for six 
sorties that would otherwise have been lost. . 

Weather was usually excellent for operations. On an average of 2 days peI' 
week thunderstorms erossed the field between 1530 and 1730 H; other than that, field 
conditions were VFR at all times. 

JATO was us~d extensively during the first half of the month, and with 
decreasing frequency thereafter as the runway length increaE8c:". NATOPS was usedr:.as 
the SUide for determining take off roll; at any time the I1take off distance to 
clear a 50 foot obstacle" was within 1000' of the total l'lUlW"-Y length, JATO was used 

Pilot availability wa.s never less than 25 out of ~~8. One pilot, liLt 
B. J. NEWSOM was injured in an a.i:rcraft accident on June 25 I'~:cecuting an emergency 
landing while .on a test hop at PARt NAS Atsugi, Japan. H3 is expected to be hos­
pi tali zed until August. Thus for the present and near future a ma.ximum of 27 pilotE 
trom the squadron will be a.vaila.ble. In addition, 7 MC pilots from MAG-12 Sta.i'f 
sections f11 sorties with this squadron on a regular basis. 
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SUM~'lA..TUES : 

A.. Adninistrative 
1. ProDotions: 

a.. Haj or TEICHHANlT and Cn.pt lIT~rsOM to preBcn t rank on 1 
June. 

b. LCpl' s KE!iU~ a.nd STAGlTIUlIilS to present rank oori tor-
iou$ly en 29 June. 

2~ Lettors of achicvencnt frorJ LiAG-12(see en1cosures (1) &. (2) 
~~ DGtails (see enclosure (3) . 
4. Rc.tions-breekfo.st & dinner: hot nea.ls at IJAG-12 mess aJ:"Cnj 

noon ne0.1 C-rations. 
5. I.led Evnc: (Ji:O-2 SCH1:EIDER to D1JTAHG (Chronic ear infection) 

on 22 June; E'llR in 1 \"lock to 10 days. SSgt P.ARKER and Set 
SOKOL '"lore hospitalized at USNH Yokosuka and USll.FH Clark AFB 
:respectively. Capt NEUSO!'.: wns hospi tc.Uzed a.t USUH Yokosuka. 
:C'ollowine an c.ircro.ft accident on 25 June (see Operations, 
<" -,~ "1.' on E) "'0..:.:,-, \.I .. 
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REPORT OF GAS TURBINE ENGINES 

DAMAGE BY FOREIGN OBJECTS 

COMHAVAJRPAC·(GEH)·13000!21 (REV. 6.62) • 
FROM 

. • • ~ "'1 

.~ (~-;):;. 

REPORT NUMBER 

ENGINE SERIAL NUMBER 

ENGINE OPERATING HOURS 

SINCE NEW l!~<;c:. .. ,:;. 
EXTENT OF DAMAGE 

J 
~, '''1 

~ b·· .... '. 

RUNWAYS OR CARRIER DECKS 

TAXI WAY AREA 

TURN UP AREA 

FREQUENCY INDICATED AREAS 
INSPECTED FOR OBJECTS ADRIFT 

AIRCRAFT MODEL AND BUNO 

/~!, ~:"! ;2",i 
DA TE FOD DISCOVERED 

~!C 6~~" (,,~ 

SINCE OVERHAUL (}j..d.'i 

.-. I~ 

• r:-

CONDITION 

,,~. 

HANGE~ .:c 
~ .',";,. ." .... 

MAINTENANCE PRACTICES/PROCEDURES IN EFFECT TO PREVENT FOD 

FREQUENCY PILOTS BRIEFED ON PDTENIAl FOD _~,,~_:;-:.,-;'~:'::._~';":;-__ AND 

HAZARDS RESUL TING FROM IMPROPER TAXIITAKEOFF INTERVAL 

• 
AIR STATION FIELD OR SHIP ORERATING FROM 

~";' :"~~fJ ,,~~k't il,,_,·2i 

IDENTIFICATION OF OBJECT 

ENGINE 

u;D REPLACED 

TYPE SURFACE 

- °r'-

DATE OF LAST FOD 

FOD DISCOVERED DURING o DAilY INSP. [J PREFLIGHT INSP. D POST FLIGHT INSP. 

OTHE R rSp~ej(~) 

COMMENTS AND/OR RECOMMENDATIONS 

, .. -
~ ." .... 

FOD PREVENTION OFFICER DATE SUBMITTED 

DfsTR'IBUl'loN: Original Cogniza~'1 COMFAIR or CGAIRFMFPAC (as appropriate);. 

REPORT SYM80L HAVAlRPAC 13000.3 

I 
ENGINE MO.D.EL 

"i f', 
:::)"-);;:,.-1 

D REPAIRED 

..... ,~ 

("~~'L;:':'1 

FREQUENCY/METHOD 
OF CLEANING 

TOTAL HOURS SINCE LAST FOD 

o PERIODIC INSP: 

ENCLOSURE (4) 
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ENCLOSURE (5) 
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• 
Combat Operations Summary, VMA-225 Chu Lai Airfield, 1-30 June 1965 

DAY Alc AVAIL COMBAT SORTIES COMBAT HOURS FLOWN 

1 4 8 13.0 
2 3 0 0 
3 3 2 2.0 
i 4 2 2.6 
5 4 2 2.4 
6 3 2 2.4 
1 ; 2 ).8 
8 3 2 2.4 
9 3 6 14.2 
10 5 4 4.1 
11 1 

,. 
10.5 0 

12 1 8 8·7 
I; 1 12 14.7 
14 10 16 25.8 
15 15 22 32.1 
16 18 28 . 39.3 
17 17 31 41.4 
18 18 33 45.8 
19 19 18 22.4 
20 18 16 21.6 
21 18 24 34.3 
22 11 20 27.8 
23 17 18 26.9 
24 17 22 31.6 
25 17 16 19·8 
26 16 18 23·6 
27 14 21 33.2 
28 16 19 27.7 
29 16 20 31.7 
30 16 ~ 34.7 

ENCLOSURE (6) 
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