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PART T - Organizational Data

2, BT T

1. Command and Staffs
/7
a., Commanding Officer and Executive Staff

Commanding Officer LtCol Howard WOLF
Executive Officer LiCol Earl E. JACOBSON, Jr,
Administrative Officer Capt Eugene A, HARCSAR
Intelligence Officer Capt Michael W, TIERNEY
Operations Officer _Major James M. MCGARVEY
Logistics Officer Major John A. MARTIN
Maintenance Officer Capt Jesse T. RANDALL

b, Special Staff

Safety Officer Capt James XK. ENGSTROM
Flight Surgeon It (MC) William 7, ARNDT
Supply Officer WO A, H. DANIEIS
Headquarters Flt Leader Major James M, MCGARVEY
"A'" Flight Leader Major John A. MARTIN

"Bt Flight Leader Capt Jesse T. RANDALL

"Gt Flight Leader Capt Michael TIEENEY

2, Task Organization and Location

VMA(AW)~2L2 - DaNang A.B. Republic of South Viet Nam,

3. Average Monthly Strength

a. Naval Aviators - 18

b, Naval Flight Officers - 19

c. Ground Officers - 6

d, Flight Surgeon - 1

e, Enlisted Marine - 288 '

f. Enlisted Navy - 3 TOTAL: 335

i, Visitors to the Command

a. LtGen V. H. KRULAK visited VMA(AW)=-242 on 7 March to award Corporal
Robert W. ASHCRAFT the Bronze Star with combat "V" for heroism.

b, The Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Democratic Senator from Virginia
visited the VWMA(AW)-242 flight line 29 March 1967, (See Appendix A.)
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Part IT « Narrative Summary

March 1967, VHA(&W)-2L2'sfifth month in Vietilam, saw a continuation of
the systems support missions for Spe¢ial Forces camps in the I Corps area,
Radar survey and CEP sorties were flown to complete work on target folders
for each supportable camp in the I Corps area. '

The number of Tally Ho sorties was increased to eight nightly and
beach recce's of the I Corps area were added. In March the squadron flew
;38 sorties, 608.7 hours and expended 461,75 tons of ordnance,

The squadron lost its first aircraft on 23 March at 0340, DT-8
with Major Fred J. CONE as pilot and CWO Douglas E, WILS(N as bombardier/
navigator collided with an Air Force C-141 transport-as the full system
A6A was attempting to take-off from Dalang for a Tally Ho mission. The
C-141 taxied across the duty runway just as the A6, which had been cleared
for take-off, was on take-off roll, Major CONE attempted to stop his
aireraft and to turn to aveid the transport, but the two aircraft collided
in a spectacular fireball, The A6A was flipped on its back and its ord-
nance, 16-5001b bombs and 6 - 19 shot rocket packs, began to ignite and
explode. The C-1L41 was loaded with acetylene and began exploding. Five
crew members aboard the C-141 were killed, but miraculously both crewmen
from the A6 and the loadmaster from the C-141 escaped serious injury,

Corporal R, W, ASHCRAFT was awarded the Bronze Star by LtGen V. H.
KRULAK in ceremonies held 7 March 1967, Cpl ASHCRAFT had dearmed ord-
nance on a squadron aircraft with burning brakes (see awards).

Civic action projects included a continuance of the service to the
_local Vietnamese community -dispensary that was begun in February., This
dispensary is located in the area of DaNang where the Flying Tiger Trans-
port crashed in late December 1966, ' S

In avionics and Maintenance, eight of eleven aircraft were equipped
as partial or full system aircraft. An airborne GCBS beacon and an FM
radio were tested in two squadron aircraft,

TR
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PART 111 - Significant Events

1. Personnel., All personnel in Occupational Field (OF) 6L were re-
classified into CF 63, One gunnery sergeant, three sergeants, six
corporals, one lance corporal and one private first class were promoted
to their present rank. Two officers and one enlisted were dropped and
one officer and eight enlisted were joined during March,

2, Administration., Sixty-Nine percent of the Squadron is involved in
the savings bond/savings bank program,

3. Awards. Squadron aircrews were awarded 52 Air Medals during March
(see appendix B, Tab 1), 20 officers received certificates of Commendation
for completing 100 combat missions in Viet Nam (see appendix B, Tab 2),

Corporal Robert W, ASHCRAFT received the Bronze Star with combat "yn
for heroic action in dearming ordnance on an aircraft while its landing
gear were in flames. The presentation was made 7 March by Lieltenant
General V., H. KRULAK, FMFPac Commander (See appendix B, Tabe 3).

4, Casualties. One combat casualty (non-hostile) occurred during March,
One officer was evacuated out of country due to injuries sustained in an
aircraft accident.

5. Civic Action. Squadron personnel made several visits to the Hoa Vang
dispensary, located two miles from the DaNang Air Base, delivering supplies
as well as constructing partitions and installing screening in the dis-
pensary. A program was initiated at a local high school involving the
exchange of letters between English writing Vietnamese students and seventh
grade students in Hazelton, Pa. Sgt. W, B, ALBEE and Sgt. D, A, HARBER
worked diligently on these projects, and Sgt RUEL, Operations Chief served
as a French-English interpretor during this trips, '

6, Morale/Welfare Programs., Squadron personnel continued to make use of
the in-country R&R at China Beach, Transportation leaves the squadron area
for the beach early in the morning and returns in late afternoon, 39
members of the Squadron participated in out-of-country R&R, Sgt, OVERTON
and Cpl. TOUET received trophies for winning the MAG-11 table tennis
championship. Sgt, REA coached the MAG-11 basketball team that finished
second in the Da Nang area portion of the 1st MAW Basketball tournament.

7. Informational Services, Twenty-nine fleet home town news releases
were submitted in March. Photo stories on Cpl. 'R. W. ASHCRAFT receiving
the Bronze Star and a typical Tally Ho mission were released, (See
appendix C,) Cosmopolitan magazine and the Ieatherneck magazing each

gathered information for photo stories during March, “U]MEMSS“HEEW
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8, Intelligence/Counter=Intelligence, N/A

9. ECM. N/4
10. Photo. N/A

11. Air Operations. VMA(AW)-2L2 flew L38 sorties, 367 of them at night
for a total of 608,7 flight hours. '

One full systems aircraft was destroyed 23 March by fire following
a collision with an Air Force C-1L41 which taxied across the runway as
the ABA was taking off,

12, Air Defense/Control. N/A

13. Special Operations, Full systems ordnance sorties continued to be
flown under VPR conditions in support of Special Forces camps. These sorties
which are under the control of a TAC(A) are utilized in evaluating the

.validity of planning folder data prior to self-controlled all weather attacks

if the need arises., A coastal recce from the DMC south to 15900N was added
to one Tally Ho mission each night,

1. Ground Defense. A1l hands responded well to the rocket attack on
Da Nang Air Base on 15 March, v :

15, Cormand Relationships/Command and Control, No change in March,

16, NBC Warfare, N/A

17. Training, Four aircrew members attended JEST school at NAS Cubi Point,
Bnlisted men attend out-of-country schools in corrosion control, NCO Lead-
ership school, FCM equipment maintenance, Arcrew training was accomplished
on two levels -~ first in formal lecture by guest speakers and second in
daily informal systems briefings by squadron personnel during mission brief-
ing, Examples of formal briefings in March were "Sam Evasion', "Shrike
Missile", "P6B Program in the AG6A", and WCBU Weapons and Tactics".

18, Logistics. {(See appendix D.)

19. Supply. N/A

20, . Motor Transport., Average availability was 95 percent for six vehicles
assigned, ‘

21, Engineering. WN/A . i

22, Maintenance, The Compass swing and corrosion control programs at NAS

Cubi Point which were begun in February were continued in March,

N
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23. Avionics. Permission was granted by the 1lst Marine Aircraft Wing
to install one PRC-25 FM radio in an aircraft for further test and
evaluation,

P6B computer programing was installed in one aircraft and test flown
on 30 March, This program allows for greater attack capability in the
boresight attack mode (automatic, systemsi attack on a visually acquired
target) as well as an improved inflight trouble shooting capability through
error code readouts, Tests were inconclusive at the end of March due to
weather and various systems malfunctions and will continue in April,

An An/APN 15); beacon was installed in one aircraft and flown several
times. The purpose of the beacon is to extend the control range of ASRAT's,
Results in these test were inconclusive due to difficulties on the part of
both the APA and the ASFAT, Testing is continuing,

Systems reliability during the month of March averagedeight of eleven
aircraft with systems. configuration., An average of five of eight are
capable of at least one system sortie during a twenty-four hour period.
Three aircraft do not have "black boxes" installed due to lack of parts,

2L, Base Development/Construction, Construction was begun on a hot shower
for officers and staff NCO's with an adjoining building to house a barber
shop., The remalnder of the Squadron has had a hot shower available since
the squadrons arrival at Da Nang, Following the rocket attacks on Da Nang
work was finished on sandbag bunkers in the Squadron area. '

25, Communications/Electronics, N/A.

26, Ordnance. Total ordnance expended was 1461.75 tons from 1-31 March,

593 250# 1D Bomb, MK-81 Mod 1 w/cable
5083 500# 1D, MK-82 Mods w/cable’

oL 1000# GP, AN-M65A1

79 2000# GP, AN-M65

567 2.75", 14U 3A/A Launchers

25 2.75", Aero 7D Launchers

27, NATCPS. All crew members were given standardization evaluation
checks during the month of March,

g A
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PART IV - Documentation
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Photo of Senator Harry F. Byrd at Squadron Flight
Line (U) Original only

Tab 1 - Roster of Air Medals (U)

Tab 2 - Certificates of Achievements (U)

Tab 3 - R. W. ASCHRAFT's award (U) Original only -
Photo story by Force Informational Office (U)
Original Only with Tab 1 and 2

Logistics Summary (U) Original only

Situation Report (C)

Completed Flight Schedules 1-31 March (U) Original
only
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The Honorable Harry F, Byrd, Demccratic Senator from
Virginia gets first hand word on A6A from LitCol Howard
WOLF, Commanding Officer of VMA(AW)-2442
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APPENDIX B

ROSTER OF AIR MEDALS FOR MARCH

LTCOL H WOLF ~ Gold stars in lieu of 13th and 1lhth air medal on the 7th and

21st of March

LTCOL E. E, JACCBSON - 6th air medal on the 18th of March

MAJOR F, J., CONE Gold stars in lieu of 7th and 8th air medal on the gth and

22nd of March

MAJOR J., A. MARTIN - Gold stars in lieu of 7th and 8th air medal on the 9th and

19th of March

MAJCR J. M, McGARVEY - Gold star in lieu of 5th air medal on the 11th of March

CAPT
CAPT
CAPT

CAPT

CAPT

CAPT
CAPT
CAPT

CAPT
CAPT

CAPT

CAPT

‘I’ CAPT

JO

JI‘

A,

Ho

ANDERST - Gold stars in lieu of 7th and 8th and silver star in lieu
of 6th air medal on the 7th, 16th and 31st of March
BENTLEY - Gold stars in lieu of 7th and 8th air medal on the 15th and

30th of March

BUTCHKO - Silver star in lieu of 6th, Gold stars in lieu of 7th and 8th

on the 2nd, 17th and 31lst of March

CARLTON - Silver star in lieu of 6th air medal on the 9th of March

ENGSTRM - Silver star in lieu of 6th and gold star in lieu of 7th

air medal on the 12th and 26th of March

HAHN -~ Silver star in lieu of 6th and Gold star in lieu of 7th air
medal on the 9th and 19th of March

HORNBACHER ~ Silver star in lieu of 6th and gold star in lieu of 7th
air medal on the 8th and 28th of March

GTLLEY - Gold star in lieu of 5th and Silver star in lieu of 6th on
6th and 16th March

OETTING - Gold star in lieu of 8th air medal on the 11th of March
PORCARI - Gold star in lieu of 7th air medal on the 27th of March

RANDALL ~ Silver star in lieu of 6th, Gold stars in lieu of 7th and

8th air medal on the 3rd, 11th and 27th of March

SAAREIA - Silver star in lieu of 6th and gold star in lieu of 7th
air medal on the 3rd and 16th of March
SECOR - Gold star in lieu of 3rd air medal on the 5th of March

TAB 1
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‘) CAPT H. J. SEWELL - 1st air medal on the 14th of March

CAPT R, V. SHELTON - Gold star in lieu of 5th and Silver star in lieu of 6th
' air medal on the 1st and lLth of March

CAPT R. L. SPRINGFIEID - Gold star in lieu of 5th and Silver star in lieu of 6th
on the 6th and 21lst of March

CAPT R, C, TINSLEY - Gold star in lieu of Sth and Silver star in lieu of 6th
air medal on the 2nd and 18th of March

CAPT M, W, TIERNEY - Gold star in lieu of Lth air medal on the 3rd of March

CAPT J. M. WARSHAW - Gold stars in lieu of 7th and Bth air medal on the 8th
and 15th of March

CAPT E. M. WEBTR - Gold stars in lieu of 7th and 8th air medal on the 8th and
‘ 17th of March

1/LT C. A. CLARK - Silver star in lieu of 6th air medal on the 15th of March

1/LT R, E. KEARNS - Silver star in lieu of 6th and Gold star in lieu of 7th
air medal on the 11th and 29th of March

1/LT J. L. KLINGERMAN - Silver star in lieu of 6th air medal on the 13 March

2/LT H. A. KLING - Silver star in lieu ~6th air medal and gold star in lieu
of _7th! air medal on the ILth and 22nd of March

2/LT R, E, MILLIRON - Gold star in lieu of15th and Silver star in lieu of 16th
air medal on the 8th and 22nd of March

2/LT W. D. LLEWELLYN - Gold star in lieu of Lth air medal on the 27th of March

2/LT G, M. SMITH - Gold stars in lieu of 18th and 19th air medal on the 5th and
13th of March

2/LT B, YOUNG - Gold star in lieu of 7th air medal on the 27th of March

CWO=-2 D, E. WIISON - Silver star in lieu of 6th air medal on the lLith of March

TaB 1
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Certificates of Commendation

Certificates of commendation were submitted for the following personnel for
flying 100 combat missions in Vietnam.

LTCOL H, WOLF First 100 missions on the Lth of March

MAJOR J. A. MARTIN First 100 missions on the 3rd of March
CAPT J. L. ANDERST First 100 missions on the 1lth of March
CAPT J, BUTCHKO First 100 missions on the 8th of March

CAPT §. E, CARLTCN First 100 missions on the 30th of March
CAPT J, K., ENGSTROM First 100 missions ¢n the 16th of March
CAPT T. W. GILLEY First 100 missions on the 17th of March
CAPT J. J. HAHN First 100 missions on the 18th of March

CAPT K, D, HORNBACHER First 100 missions on the 8th of March
CAPT S. P. PORCARI First 100 missions on the 3rd of March
CAPT J. T. RANDALL First 100 missions on the 12th of March
CAPT D, E. SAARELE First 100 missions on the 11lth of March
CAPT R. L. SPRINGFIELD First 100 missions on the 27th of March
CAPT R, W, SHELTON First 100 missions on the 30th of March
CAPT E, M. WEBER First 100 missions on the 3rd of March
1stLt C. A. CLARK First 100 missions on the 16th of March
1stLt R, E. KEARNS First 100 missions on the 16th of March
2ndLt H.-A. KLING TFirst 100 missions on the 13th of March
2ndLt E. YOUNG First 100 missions on the 12th of March

CW0-2 D, B, WIISON First 100 missions on the 18th of March

TAB 2
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'l’ APPENDIX B ".

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS. FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC '

FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, 96602

In the name of the President of the United States, the
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific takes plea-
sure in presenting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to

LANCE CORPORAL RICHARD WAITEMAN ASHCRAFT.
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
for service as set forth in the following
~CITATION:

“For heroic achievement in the Republic of Vietnam
while serving with Marine A1l Weather Attack Squadron 242,
Marine Aircraft Group Eleven, First Marine Aircraft Wing on
17 December 1966. Observing an aircraft loaded with five
1,000 pound bombs catch fire after aborting its night take-
off at DaNang Air Base, Lance Corporal ASHCRAFT unhesitating-
1y rushed to the flaming aircraft to offer assistance. While
the crash crew worked to extinguish the burning wheel brakes,
realizing the potential dangerous situation, and with complete
disregard for his own safety, he moved to within three feet of
the fire to defuze and disarm the bombs. Without benefit of
protective clothing and specialized explosive ordnance demoli-
tion training, Lance Corporal ASHCRAFT skillfully disarmed the
bombs. His uncommon presence of mind and selfless disregard
for his own safety undoubtedly prevented loss of lives and
further damage to the valuable aircraft. Lance Corporal
ASHCRAFT's courage, bold initiative and inspiring devotion
to duty at great personal risk were in keeping with the high-
est traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States
Naval Service."

Lance Corporal ASHCRAFT is authorized to wear the Combat "V".
FOR THE PRESIDENT,

V. H. KRULAK
LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS
- COMMANDING

TEMPORARY CITATION

Tab 3
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P Release, No 866—F7 g Wlart - Da Kang Press Center
1st Marine Aircraft Wihg ielease No: 272-67 Da Nang, Vietnam
By: GySgt. C.V. Stallings : Tel: Da Nang 6259
‘ missions north S '

FOR TMMEDIA‘I‘E REIE ASE
’ DA NANG, V:Letnam, Mar, 18-—-—F1ghter and attack aircraft from groups

of the lst Marine Aircraft Wing are flying missions north of the |

demilitarized zone, day and nlght "to keep it dif;lcult for the enemy to
move troops and supplics into oouta Vietnam,
In bad flying weather or ozt nipght the A-6A Intruders of Marine All—

. Weather Attack Squadron~ZLZ use radar to find and hit targets with bombs

PO

and rocket fire,
The Intruder, much like a bat w:Lth its highly. complex built-in
" radar system, guides itself to theta Lrget Even in instances where the
target is not radar 1dent1f1ablc, (_.ccurate bombing can still be made by.
computatlon. _
After the initialtta;'get'run is made the two-man crew of the Intruder
searcheé f()r targets 'of gpportuni.ty_--—s‘uch as truck convoys or enemy
sa.mpans, o S
’ VMA(AW)—2h2's missions over North Vietnam often lack "the personal

c"_, ,on" of the close air suoport role of other Marine squadrons in

here ’31Iuts can see and recount the results of their efforts,

, lots seldom have visual contact with theirt arget,

e "'I'd like to be able to give the ground crews a better description

"\of what we're dolng, '{ says CWO Dr)uglas E. Wllson, 29, of Hollywood, '

nG”aJ.if .y 2 bombardler-nangator with VMA(AW)-2h2 "They put in a lot of

- -«‘-hard viork getting these birds ready to fly, and they re interested in

‘ knowmg what's accomplished," he .said, i
~  Capt. Jesse T, Randall, 33, of Ied Ba.nk, N J., an Inbruder pilot sa:Ld, :
"the best way I can think.of putting it is that we know we! re getting to .
tCharlie,tsand so does hep" ’ '_ , ‘
Capable of carrylng several tons of nearly every type of ordnanc:e

in the Marine (,orps' arsenal, the A—6 is prt of, the only land—bag\ed

./ squadron currcntly operating in ‘Vletnam with a.ll-Wea.ther or n:.ght se].f—-

T sufficient radar target finding capahllitles. TAB 1
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‘l’ APPENDIX © '!I!

‘Supporting'Art L

III MAF CIB Release No: 860667
Photo No: 8¢69—67 o

{ FOi LMMEDIATE ELEAST ‘

P BnIEFlNG——Plloﬁs and bombard1er—nav1gators attend an operatlons and
i intelllgence brlefln at Mariné Alrcraft Group—ll. CWO Douglas E, Wilson
’ (left) s and Capt Jesse T, ?andall members of Marlne Qll-Weather Attack
i

[P

'Squadron—242, study maps and aerlal photographs in preparatlon for a T
nlght bombing mission in North Vietnam, (OFFICIAL USMC PHOTO BY: SSgt,
Bill Brown) ) : _"

Tab 2
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FLT SCi'ED FOR VMA(AW)2L2 COMT'D

OTES: 1, FIT TIME THIS MONTE  579.8
2, o:)a 0900=-170C CADT HARCSAR
1700-2L00 CAPT MIZE

2LOD=SECURE CAPT TINSLEY

3. ECM CPERATICN: LT LLEMELLYY
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