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, @ From: Commanding Officer T—

:i =14 ‘ Tos Commanding Officer, Marine Adrcraft Group 11 (Attn: S-3)

\ i

' %"% Subj: Command Chronology Report (U), letter of transmittal
15

Ref: \(/) Wg0 5750.1B
(1

Encl: V(1) Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 242 Command Chronolo gy

for June 1967 with supporting appendixes
1, In accordance with reference (a), the enclosed Command Chronology
report for the period 1 through 31 July 1967 for this Squadron is
hereby submitted.
- 2o This letteriis unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1).
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PART I = Organizational Data

1, Command and Staffs

»
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a. Commanding Officer and Executive Staff

Commanding Officer
Executive Officer
Administrative Officer
Intelligence Officer
Operations Officer
Logistics Officer
Maintenance Officer

b, Special Staff
Safety Officer

Flight Surgeon
Supply Officer

Headquarters Flt Leadér
"AY Flight Leader
"B" Flight Leader
"C" Flight Leader

LtCol Earl E. JACOBSON, Jr.
Major Fred J. CONE

Capt Eugene A. HARCSAR
Capt Michael W, TIERNEY
Major John A, MARTIN

Capt John BUTCHKO, Jr.

Capt Joel M, WARSHAW

Capt James K, ENGSTROM
Major Henry C, DEWEY

Lt (MC) William F, ARNDT
WO A, H. DANIELS

1/Lt Ernest Young

Major John A, MARTIN
Capt Joseph J. HAHN

Capt James K. ENGSTROM
Capt Michael W, TIERNEY

2, Task Organization and Location
VMA (AW )=242 - DaNang A.B. Republic of South Viet Nam.

3. Average Monthly Strength

a, Naval Aviators -
b. Naval Flight Officers -
¢c. Ground Officers «
d. Flight Surgeon -
¢, Enlisted Marine =
f. Enlisted Navy =

4. YVisitors to the Command

15
18
4
1
272
2

K

1-31 July
L]

n
"
fn
n
n

1-7 July

7-31 July

1-31 July

1-23 July

23-31 July

1.31 July
n

The Honorable Robert S, McNamara, Secretary of Defense, General Earl
Wheeler, Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff, General William Westmoreland,
Commander Military Assistance Command, Viet Nam, John McNaughton, Under

1.
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Secretary of the Navy and Admiral U,S. Grant Sharp, CincPac, visited
the Squadron area on 9 - 10 July 1967,

PART II - Narrative Summary -

July 1967, the Squadron's ninth month on the line in Viet Nam, was
marked by a contlnuatlon of the Rolling Thunder missions to Route Packages
I, 11, 111, IV, V, VIA and VIB, Tally Ho missions in Route Package I;

TPQ m1551ons, Ra ar Survey m1551ons~ and the introduction of the circular
error probable/instant bomb damage assessment CEP/IBDA program, This
latter program was designed to determine the feas1b111ty of instantameous
BDA as a substitute for pre-strike and post-strike photo missions and to
provide some AGA BDA, (See special operations and Appendix A.)

A Squadron aircraft, BuNo 152591, burned 7 July, following an explosion
during hot refueling. A plane captain sustained second and third degree
burns during the explosion while the two aircrew members exited the burning
aircraft without serious injury., The Secretary of Defense, Under Secretary
of the Navy, Chariman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. Military
Commander Pacific, and Commander MACV toured the Squadron area on 9 and 10
July.

, DaNang Air Base came under enemy rocket attack on 15 July. The Squad-
ron hangar received one direct hit and five aireraft were damaged in their
revetments by two other rockets. The Vietnamese Air Force ammmnition dump
exploded damaging virtually every structure in the VMA(AW)-242 cantonment.
Five enlisted men were injured during the attack.

The Squadron athletic program cinched the MAG-11 Commanding Officer's
trophy after finishing in a tie for the softball championship and winning
the playoff., Five squadron members also participated in the Hue Olympic
games,

PART 1I1 - Significant Eventg

1., Personnel. During July the following personnel were promoted to their
present rank: one 1lstLt, 1 MSgt, 4 SSgt's, 12 Sgt's, 6 Cpl's and 2 LCpl's,
Five officers, two Marine enlisted, and one Navy enlisted were transferred
from the Squadron in July and four officers and two enlisted were joined.
Nineteen requests for six month Viet Nam tour extensions were approved
bringing the total to forty two, Two enlisted Marines were returned to
CONUS for special thirty day leave.

2. Administration. N/A
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3. Awardg. During the month of July forty-nine Air Medals were earned
by vm(.m?-zz,z Aviators., (See Appendix B.

Major J. A, MARTIN and CWO-2 D. E, WILSON were awarded a Navy Commenda-
tion Medal on 16 July 1967 from the Commanding General FMFPac for a Tally
Ho flight through thunderstorms and enemy ground fire in North Viet Nam,

LtCol JACOBSON and Capt ANDERST were awarded a gold star in lieu of
one mission twelfth Air Medal from the Commanding General FMFPac on 30
July 1967 for a hazardous Rolling Thunder mission in North Viet Nam.

LCpl BURDICK and LCpl SOUTHARD received meritorious masts from the

Cormanding Officer during July for a noteworthy performance of duties in
the Squadron Ordnance shop,

4. Casualties, Three enlisted were medevaced during July as non=hostile
casualties, Five enlisted were wounded in action during the rocket attack
on DaNang 15 July 1967.

5. Civic Action. During the early part of the month Squadron personnel
‘worked in conjunction with the MAG=-1l Civil Affairs Team to haul cement,
bricks and wood, in the district of Hoa Vang, and VMA(AW)-242 gave over
sixty (60) sheets of tin to people who needed them in the villagg-of Ap Mot.
In the middle of the month, VMA(AW)-242 was assigned a part of a small
village south of Ap Mot., The area assigned consists of over fifteen
families. The civil affairs officer made numerous trips to the hamlet to
talk to the hamlet chief, end ideas were exchanged on how to improve the
welfare of his people. In August VMA(AW)-242 anticipates to begin build-
ing houses and reconstructing wells.

6. Morale/felfare Programs. Twenty-two squadron members participated
in out~of-country R&R, three in in-country R&R, four took fishing trips,
and one went to a Chu Lai Tour in July.

The Squadron softball téam finished in a tie with VMF(AW)-232 for
the MAG-11 softball championship and then won two playoff games for the
title and undisputed victory of the MAG-11 Commanding Officer's Trophy.

Four officers and one enlisted participated in the Hue Olympics, finish-
ing as rumners-up in volleyball and tennis.

7. Informational Services. Twenty eight fleet home town news releases
were submitted during July along with two feature stories.
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8., Intelligence/Counter Intelligence. Weekly presentations of "Escape
and Evasion" tips are being given to aircrews from informstion gathered
at formal supvival schools. Additional evasion charts of North Viet Nam
have been ordered to enable each crew member: to have permanent custody
of the charts thus eliminating the need for a pool of survival packets.

S-2 officers of VMA(AW)=-242, have been assigned to MAG-11 S-2 as
briefing/debriefing officers on a TgD basis, thus widening their know-
ledge of the other MAG-11 Squadrons functions. '

[UBICLASSIEIED |

Five minute weekly presentations are given to the enlisted members
of the squadron to apprise them of III MAR: activities as well as a summary
of squadron operations.

9. ESM. N/A.

10, Phote: Requests have been submitted for Side Looking Radar photography
of Special Forces Camps in I Corps. A 35mm half frame camera has been re-
ceived from Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp. for evaluation as a radar
scope camera. Photos obtained from its use on Rolling Thunder Missions will
be included in target briefing folders after a thorough debriefing with the
airerew flying the mission during which the photos were taken.

11. Air Operations. During the month of July VMA(AW)242 flew 365 sorties
for 480.9 hours. Total combat sorties were 352 for 464.5 hours of which
32, sorties were flown at night for 418.0 hours. Ordnance expended was
1711.65 tons. Missions were flown into the entire I Corps area as well as
into the Tally Ho and Rolling Thunder areas of North Vietnam (Route Packages
1, 11, III, IV, V, VIA, and VIB). (See Appendix C).

12, Air Defense/Control. N/A,

13. Special Operations. A new program was initiated to provide Instent Bomb
Damage Assessment. This program, alluded to as the CEP/IBDA program, in-
volved the utilization of a full system 46A (to find, identify, and attack
the target), an RF4 in trail (to film the bomb detonations) and an ¥4 to
position the RF4 at the proper interval behind the A6A. Twelve CEP/IBDA
sorties were flown on practice and actual targets both day and night. Early
results indicated that such a concept was possible, but employed as such,

the elements of surprise and flexibility of run-in: heading speed, and alt-
itude; and type of attack were seriously impaired, It was necessary for voice
tramsmissions between the three aircraft; photo flares were required for photo
illumination; and the A6A was confined to a prebriefed level delivery.

14. Ground Defense. All hands responded well during the rocket attack of 15
July.
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15. Command Relationship/Command and Control. No change in July.

16. NBC Warfare. N/A.

17. Training. Two aircrew members attended the JEST, jungle survival train-
ing at NAS Cubi Point., Airerews received weekly briefing on SAR posture and
escape and evasion tips, and surival gear. Five USAFI Courses were taken out
and three tests were completed. One ECI course was taken out and one MCI test
was completed. One officer was sent to Registered Publications School.

18. Logistics. (See Appendix D).
19. Supply. N/A.

20. Motor Transport. Average availability was 96 percent for six vehicles
assigned. One vehicle was severely damaged during rocket attack.

" 21, Engineering. The squadron is awaiting an estimate of damage to hangar

during attack and repair plang.

22, Maintenance. Sguadron Maintenance installed one KD-2, 35mm half frame
radar scope camera in one aircraft and five additional cameras are on order.
During July only one air conditioner was available for aircraft systems maint-
enance, Three H&MS vans were packed up on the 15 of July for shipment back

to CONUS. New vans did not arrive, thus there was no repair capability for
inertial navigation systems, auto pilots, air data, computers, and inter-

valometers after that time. The new squadron bomb dump was fully implemented
into the SATS concept. .

Aircraft Bulo 151796 was received from CONUS to replace 152591 vhich was
damaged by fire om 7 July 1967, and which has been transferred to H&MS-11 for
shipment to NAS Norfolk, Va. for repair.

Five aircraft were damaged along with the hangar and several vehicles
during the rocket attack 15 July. The aircraft were subsequently repaired
and returned to flight status; the hangar remains unrepaired.

Aireraft systems availability for July was approximately one half that of the
previous month due to limited air conditioning and parts availability.

23. Avionics. The repair capability for computer drums and forward pedestal
was non-existent during July, reducing average availability to three computers.
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2/,. Base Development/Construction. Following the rocket attack of 15 July
a resurgence~ of bunker building was apparent. Additional bunkers were

built both at the fllght line and in the livinhg spaces. All bunkers are now-
covered. .

The dust fence was completely destroyed and a work request has been sub-

mitted, Every structure in the living area was damaged during the rocket
attack and will require repair.

An air conditioned trailer was installed in the enlisted billeting area
to be used as a TV, reading, and writing room.

Following the 15 July 67 attack the squadron bomb dump was moved to a
revetted area near the hangar, but away from the flight line.

SATS hangars for cleaning and storage of ordnance racks were assembled
and installed and are proving valuable.

25. Commnicetions/Electronics. N/A.

26, Ordnance. Total ordnance expended in July was 1711.65 tons. Ordnance
release reliability was 98% in July.

151 250#LD, Bomb MOD 1 v./cable
5917 - 500#LD, Bomb MODS w/cable
578 750#DM, Bomb M 117A1

8 2,75" Launcher (19 shot pod)

PART IV - Documentation

W

M J (A) Competed Flight Schedules 1-31 July (U) (Original only)
é }J«B) Tab 1 Roster of Air Medals (U)

; C) Situation Report (C)
%@gﬂF«\,D) Logistics Summary (U) (Original only)
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APPENDIX B

ROSTER OI" ATR MEDALS RECHEIVED DURING THE MONTH OF JULY

LtCol. E. E. JACOBSON - Gold stars in lieu of 13th and 14th on the

6th and 27th of July

Major F. J. CONE - Gold stars in lieu of 13th, .14th and 15th on the

Major H.

Major J.

Capt.
Capt.
Capt.

Capt.
Caﬁt.
Capt.
Capt.

Capt.

Cant.

Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.

Capt.

Je

M.

3rd, 5th and 25th of July
Co DEWEY - 1st Air Medal on the 19th of July

A, MARTIN -~ Gold stars in lieu of 14th and 15th Air Medals
on the 7th and 23rd of July

L. AWDERST - Gold stars in lieu of 13th and 15th Air Medals
on the Tth and 20th of July

H. BENTLEY -~ Gold stars in lieu of 14th and 15th Air Medals
on the 5th and 21st of July

BUTCHKO, Jr. - Gold stars in lieu of 13th and 14th Air Medals
on the 6th and 18th of July

A. CLARK - Silver star in lieu of 11th Air Medal on 19 July

E. DIXON - Gold stér in lieu of 13th Air Medal on 26 July

K. ENGSTROM - Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Medal on 12 July

M. FANNING - Gold star in lieu of 2nd Air Medal on 5 July

W. GILLEY - Silver star in lieu of 1lth Air Medal on 2 July,
Gold stars in lieu of 12th and 13th Air Medals on
the 9th and 30th July

J. HAHN -~ Gold stars in lieu of 12th and 13th Air Medals on
the 5th and 26th of July

D. HORNBACHER ~ Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Medal on 7 July
A, HARCSAR - Silver star in lieu of 1lth Air Medal on 21 July
E. KBARNS - Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Medal on 17 July
P. PORCART -~ Gold star in lieu of leh Air Medal on 7 July
W, TIERNEY - Gold stars in lieu of 9th and 1dth Air Medal on

the 10th and27th of July

B-1
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Capt.

Capt.
Capt.

CAPT,

Capt.

Capt.

1stLt
1stLt
1stLt
1stLt

1stLt

1stlt

CWo=2

R.

TINSLEY -~ Silver star in lieu of 1lth Air Medal on 3 July
Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Médal on 19 July
SARRELA — Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Medal 13 July

SHELTON - Gold star in lieu of 10th Air Medal on 9 July

SPRINGFIELD - Silver star in lieu of 11th Air Medal on 10 July
Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Medal on 24 July

WARSHAW - Gold stars in lieu of 14th and 15th Air Medals on
2 and 10 July, Silver star in lieu of 16th Air
Medal on 30 July

WEBER - Gold star in lieu of 15th Air Medal on 7 July
Silver star in lieu of 16th Air Medal on 24 July

BURNS ~ Gold star in lieu of 3rd Air Medal on 6 July
KLING - Gold star in lieu of 12th Air Medal on 8 July
LLEWELLYN ~ Gold star in lieu of 9th Air Medal on 7 July

SCHWANDA -~ 1st Air Medal on 2lst of July

YOUNG - Gold stars in lieu of 13th and 14th Air Medals on T

M,

E.

and 21 July
WAGNER -~ Gold star in lieu of 2nd Air Medal on 4 July

WILSON - Silver star in lieu of 1lth Air Medal on 12 July
Gold star in lieu of 12th -Air Medal on 27 July
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‘ APPENDIX D
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