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MARINE 1iL J~ TjJEATHER ATTACK SQUADRON 242 

Marine Aircraft Group 11 
1st Marine Aircraft "'ling, FMI!', pacific 

FPO San Francisco, 96602 

YMA (A W)-242 S&C FTtES 

Log No. 120.2.5';) -tfL 
Distt ibutiou_..t?J07<f-/L 
CoP.v _~L _ __ of. .. s:, '" , 
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003A33e67 
4 December 1967 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding Officer, S-3) 

Command Chronology Report (U), letter of transmittal 

y WgO 5750.lB 

(1) Harine All VJeather Attack SqU[<dron 2h2 Command Chronology for 
November 1967 with supporting appendixes 

1. In accordance with reference (a), the enclosed Comma.nct Chronology re­
port for the period 1 through 30 November 1967 for this squadron is hereby 
submitted. 

2. 1.'his letter is unclassified upon removal of enCl'JJ.) •. 

t!w~·.~I~ 

4aOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAL9 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

DOD DIn 5200.10 
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PART I - Organizational Data 

1 Command and Staffs -fin· '. Commanding Officer and Executive Staff 

~. 

~ 
~' 

~ ca 

Conunanding Officer 

Executive Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Intelligence Officer 
Operations Officer 

Logistics Officer 
Haintenance Officer 

b. Special Staff 

Safety Officer 
Flight Surgeon 
Supply Officer 
Hqtrs Flight Leader 
IIA" Flight Leader 
IIBII Flight Leader 
IIC'I Flight Leader 

2. Task Organization and Location 

Ltcol Lewis H. ABRANS 
Najor Arthur D. LAVIGNE 
Major Arthur D. LAVIGNE 
Major Lester D. 1'IIDICK 
IstLt Craig W. NORTON 
Maj or Martin J. EGAN, Jr. 
Haj or Gord on P. EllERY 
Maj or Hen ry C. DElrJEY 
Major John D. CARLTON 

Capt James J. NEAL 
Lt(MC) Frank CRISHELL 
Capt Antonio SCENNA 
I1aj or Gord on P. EMERY 
Naj or paul C. KERWIN 
Major Jerry L. SHELTON 
Capt James J. NEAL 

VMA(AW)-242 - DaNang A.B. Republic of South Viet Narn. 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

a. Naval Aviators 
b. Naval Flight Officers 
c. Ground Officers 
d. Flight Surgeons 
e. Enlisted Marine 
f. Enlisted Navy 

4. Visitors to the Command 

3 :LEM:rb 
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1-25 Nov 
26-30 II 

1-25 Nov 
1-30 11 

1-30 II 

1-26 II 

26-30 II 

1-30 II 

1-30 II 

1-30 Nov 
1-30 II 

1-30 II 

1-30 " 
1-30 " 
1-30 II 

1-30 II 

During November Vl1A(AVJ")-242 ,-vas visited by LtGen Ira EAKER - USr.c .. :R:etired. 
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FAB.T II - Narrative Summary 
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November saw the completion of the replacement of aircrews and 
and squadron personnel. 

NovEmber 1-Jas the 3rd 2000-plus-ton month for ordnance in a rm..r. 
~he 2058.94 tons was the second highest monthly total since this squadron 

I came to Viet Nam. 

The squadron completed the construction of radar reflectors in 
the Special Forces I Corps Camps. Radar Surveys for these camps are being 
undertaken so that these camps could be supported by this squadron in all 
1-reather. 

Maintenance again is plagued by poor reliability and short supply 
of ground support equipment. 

PART III - Significant Events 

1. Personnel. Seven Officers and fifty-seven enlisted joined the squadron 
during November. Eight officers and forty-seven enlisted lv-ere transferred 
from the squadron. During the month the squadron promoted 1 to meritorious 
Sergeant, 1 to meritorious Corporal, and 1 to meritorious Lance Corporal. 
There were five officers appointed to the rank of Captain and one to the rank 
of First Lieutenant. The squadron reached 85 percent participation in the 
Savings Bond program. Lance Corporal Davis died as a result of injuries re­
cieved in the line of duty. Lieutenant Colonel ABRAMS and First Lieutenant 
HOLDEMAN were dropped to a not chargeable status and designated as MIA. 
Major LAVIGNE was designated Commanding Officer effective 26 November 1967, 
Major EGAN became Executive Officer and Major U1ERY became Operations Officer 
on 26 NOVEmber 1967. No Career Advisory NCO has been available or assigned 
during Novembero 

2. Administration. I/A. 

3. Awards. During November a total of fifty-four Air Medals were mvarded 
to thirty-one crewmembers. (See Appendix A.) 

4. Casualties. One enlisted was hospitalized due to non-hostile injuries. 

5. Civil Action. NIA 

6. Morale/Welfare Programs. Seventeen squadron members partiCipated in the 
out-of-country R & R Program. 

2 
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70 Informational Services • Fifty-eight Fleet Home Town News releases 
were pub Jish ed • 

8. Intelligence/Counter Intelligence. Special Forces Camps Target Folders 
are in the process of being updated vlith current materials and new photo­
graphs of installed reflectors. 

Clearances and accesses are being updated now that the rot~tion cycle 
of personnel is complete. 

9. ECM. Radar photos from strike aircraft exhibiting enemy ECM or jamming 
have been placed on file. 

10. Photo/Radar Survey. During November new procedures for handling of Radar 
Scope Photography have been initiated. These procedures should provide this 
squadron with better control of and more timely information flow to other 
agencies. A display board showing. the locations of Special Forces Ca~ps in 
I Corps and appropriate radar photos of each camp has been prepared to aid 
Operations in the Radar Reflector Program. 

MITRANS (Miniature transparencies) for 30 Radar Target Folders have been 
recieved from FICPAC. The MITRANS have been placed on file, augmented by 
the additions of HITRANS from VA-35 and VA-S5. This greatly enhances this 
squadron's targeting capability. 

All crew members have updated autheriti..cation cards and with the exception 
of six individuals, EPeE photographs of creVJrnembers are current. 

11. Atr Operati?n~. During November V11A(A1oT) -242 flew .jfl6 sorties for 470.5 
hours. Of these 361 were combat sorties, night sorties numbered 260 for 
352.8 hours. Ordnance expended was 2058.94 tons (See Appendix B). 

12. Air Defense/Control. N/A. 

13. Special Operations. In November the squadron completed installation 
of Rad~r Reflectors in the I Corps Army Special Forces camps that required 
them. Radar Surveys of camps are being conducted on a continuing basis, 
however, they have been hampered by weather. Further, reflectors were ins­
talled for all vleather support of Khe Sahn Marine Ease. 

One crew was declared !eUA from a Rolling Thunder strike on the Kien 
An airfield near Haiphong. The aircraft was piloted by LtCol L. H. ABRAMS 
l.J'ith lstLt R. E. HOLDEMAN as Bombardier/Navigator. Reported commencing his 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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I ~ ~ attack and was not heard from again. A Sea Air Rescue was conducted the 
, c:= \ day of the mishap 1I1i th two A6A searching the ingress and egress routes of 
, ~ ~ the mission strike aircraft east and southeast of Haiphong with no success­
~ ~ I. ful results. One EA6A and three F-4B's were in support of the mission. 
\ ~ : Routinely, the squadron conducted Close Air Support/Direct Air Support, 
I =:::!l \ Radar Survey, Steel Tiger, TPQ-lO, Tally Ho and Roll:ing Thunder missions 
i © \ throughout the month. 
~ cg , 
t §) .\14. Ground Defense. N/A ____ ...s;.-~. 

15. Command Relationship/Command and Control. No change in November. 

16. NBC Warfare. N/A 

17. Training. Two aircrei-ls attended the Jungle Evasion Survival Training 
(JEST) during November. Through November, three crews have attended ,JEST 
with at least two crews programmed for subsequent months. 

On the job training and technical training was conducted throughout 
the month in each of the ma-intenance shops. Aircrew training was conducted 
at the four Officer meetings held in November. All phases of policy and' 
combat techniques are discussed and lectured upon at these meetings. 

The familiarization firing of the M-16 rifle was continued in November. 
At the end of the month 69% of the squadron has FAM fired the M-16 rifle and 
100% has FAM fired or qualified ,-lith their T/O weapon. 

18. Logistics. See Appendix C. 

19. Supply. N/ A 

20. Motor Transport. The average availability for the six vehicles assigned 
was 8~ during November. 

21. Engineering. N/A 

22. Maintenance. Again in November poor reliability and short supply of 
ground support equipment continues to be a major problem. The "home made" 
air-conditioner constructed from a heat exchanger continues to carry the load. 

4 ENCLOSlffiE (1) 
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§ ,for cooling requirements. Volume flow from this unit is insufficient to 
IhD:::'] : allow use of tandem water separa.tors, hence moist air is entering the 
~ :' avionic components causing damage and reducing the life of the components. 
~ Installations in November of Stable 120V, hoo cycle power in the hangar has 
~ : been a maj or improvement in the maintenance effort. A rash of nose tire 
~ ~ failures has caused six FeD engine changes. Two other engine changes Dlus 

t e-d ~ CSD and generator changes have produced a high NORM rate. Another contrib­
: ~. : utor to the high NORM rate was repair of tfing damage caused by the failure i ~. t, of an Aero 7A Bomb Rack. 
'--__ J 

. The shortage of SNeO's is becoming critical to this squadron. There is 

";' r s:t 

no SNCO supervision in Fire Control, Power Plants, Flight Line, Ground Support, 
Safety Survival and Flight Equipment. 

The average ACXJP listing ran thirty per day on 2 aircraft. The average 
ANFE "las forty on 11 aircraft. 

23. Avionics. In November there continued to be a critical shortage of 
ALQ-51 DEeM equipment. Only three sets are available causing an excessive 
amount of switching of units between aircraft. This switching is detrimental 
to both the RT 600 IS and aircraft wiring. The failure of the ALQ-41 switch­
ing units has an extremely adverse effect on X-Band DEeM capability. An 
intrim fix has been made to provide a marginal capability. poor reliability 
of computer and search radar black boxes continues as a major problem in 
systems availability. 

24. Base Development/Construction. During November one permanent building 
was constructed. The temporary tent housing the squadronls Marine Corps 
Property was taken down upon the completion of a. larger more permanent 
structure. 

25. Communications/Electronics. N/A 

26. Ordnance. 
185 250# ID Bomb HOD 1, w/cab1e 

6861 500# ID Bomb HODS, w/cable 
682 750# GP Bomb Ml17Al 

92 1000# GP Bomb AN-M65Al 
13 2000# GP Bomb AN-H66 
9 2000# LD Bomb 
6 CBU-24/B 

PART IV - Documentation 

~~~~:~i~~ ~:;~~~ (U) 1 ~;;;~; ~~~n~;~ 
Logistic Status Report (U) Original Only I @u'I1l1:vl.bWC!:VI9Ulf'tlu;tlli 
November Completed Flight Schedules (U) Original oBly~ _____ -.- ,'_ _ • 
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APPENDIX A 

.. RC6TER OF AIR MEDAIS RECEIVED DURING Wov,EMBER 

LTCOL L. H. ABRAV~ - 7th Air Medal on the 22nd 

NAJ J. D. CARLTON - 2nd and 3rd Air Medals on the 13th and 24th 

MAJ H. C. DEVJEY - 7th and 8th Air Medals on the 12th and 29th 

MAJ M. J. EGAN - 2nd and 3rd Air l1edals on the 7th and 28th 

MAJ G. P. EMERY - 7th Air Medal on the 21st 

MAJ P.· C. KERWIN - 5th Air Hedal on the 16th 

M!\J A. I.rl. D. LAVIGNE - 6th Air Hedal on the 19th 

MAJ J:; L. SHELTON - 1st and 2nd Air Medals on the 21st and 29th 

MAJ L. D. WIDICK - 5th and 6th Air Medals on the 11th and 28th 

CAPT W. E. BARTELS - 3rd and 4th Air Medals on the 15th and 29th 

(J}APT R. H. BURNS - lOth and 11th Air Medals on the 11th and 24th 

CAPT J. L. CARROLL - 1st and 2nd Air Medals on the 5th and 16th 

CAPT G. K. CHRISTENSEN - 1st and 2nd Air Medals on the 6th and 25th 

CAPT S. H. DAY - 3rd and 4th Air Hedals on the 1st and 15th 

CAPT J. E. HAWLEY - 5th Air Medal on the 9th 

CAPT G. J. HOl,JE - 3rd and 4th Air Medals on the 4th and J1th 

CAPT 1'. H. IDEr-tA - 3rd and 4th Air Medals on the 6th and 21st 

CAPT J. J. NEAL - 6th and 7th Air Medals on the 5th and J..4 th 

CAPT C. W. NORTON - 3r<1, 4th, and 5th Air l'~edals on the 1st, 13th, and 24th 

CAPT A. SCENNA - 5th and 6th Air Hedals on the 14th and 29th 

CAPT J. R. SCHEDEL - 1st and 2nd Air Medals on the 12th and 26th 

CAPT J. E. Sll1MONS - 6th and 7th Air Medals on the 8th and 25th 

CAPT L. E. STEIN - 6th Air Medal on the 21st 

A-I 
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CAPT J. L. STEVENS - 1st and 2nd Air Medals on the 9th and 21st 

CAPT S. M. WAGNER - 9th Air Medal on the 19th 

IstLt B. E. BEr!KfiJAN - 5th and 6th Air Medals on the .Jh th and 27th 

. IstLt L. E. EUBANK - 1st Air Nedal on the 1st 

lstLt R. E. HOIDEMAN - 3rd and 4th Air Medal. on the 2nd and 22nd 

IstLt 11. S. SAUNDERS - 1st Air Medal on the 29th 

tLt R. T. SCHWANDA - 7th and 8th Air Medals on the 9th and 21st 

lstLt R. A. SEIPLE - 1st and 2nd Air Medals on the 6th and 22nd 

A-2 
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M.A1UliE ALL WEATHER AT'l'ACK SQUADRON 242 
'~ Marine Aircra.ft Group U 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF Pacific 
c/o. liTO San ll'rancieco, Oalif. 96602 

4/4400 
.3 December 1967 

Commanding O£tlcer 
Commanding Officer. Marine Aircraft Group 11 (Attn. 5-4) 

Aircraft MaJ..n'tenanCe Logistics Summary Report. (lOGSUM) 

ltef't, (a) CG let MAW ltr 43, ,CKStt\Js over 4000 dtd 26 April 19f11 
(b) Foree Order 4OOO.lE <ltd 16 Oet 1966 ' 
(0) OPNAVlNST 05442.41 dtd April 1966 

1. In accordance with ~erence (a), .(b) and (e) the 2tl.1.ov1ng report 
is eubm1tted. 

b. Comm9nta on excessive NOBS/NORM percentages .. 
(1) During the month ot November 176 NOBS/G requisitions 

weN initiated in addition to 32 untilled NOBS/G ~u1s1t1Qns brought 
forward from the previous month., Of the 176 NORS/G:requ1sit10ns for 
November 102 wre filled by Group Suppl.y.. the average time required to 
complete each requis1t101'l was 4.8 hours. The rema!ning 14 l'equis1tiollS 
vere passed on station. or these ~ were fIDed. tdth an average of 
19.3 ... 7 hours eupply reMtion time 'Which 18 considered to be ~ess1ve. 
Of tbe32 unfilled tfORS/Gll'$quls1t.1ons brought fonJlU'd fromt the prev1cue 
month .31 were rln~ during the mont.h ot Novemb0r. 

{'2)During the month ot November 1'5 NORSjN requisitions 
vere initi.ated and 24 untllled NORS/N requisitions were brought f'onrard 
t:rom the previous month. Of the :1.99 NORS/N requisitions, 149 'Were filled. 
\11th an a.verage of 52 .. ; hours reactl6n time. rue repreaents an exfes8 
ofsup~ reaetion t~. 

rM~[i_~$~~~n~i1 
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~j' LogiBtlcs StmJlIIal"Y Report (LOOSUM) 

(3) The high NORM rate YaS principally caused bJr (1.0) ten engine ohanges. 
Eigh1> changes were due to FOD 1n the engine intakes I six of which were caused by 
nose tire failures. TW'o eJlgines wre changes for high time' replacement. An AERo-7A 
ejector rack malfunt.ion necessitated the repair of a wing fUel cell. Frequent changes 
of various systems component (search radar transmitters; ba.llist1cs computers> were 
required because of their low l"e11abillty •. Unreliable power trim indicators. ceDIS 
units, and generators also added to the NORM percentage. 

C. Critical ItEmlS 

FSN,(pl! 

.2RH 661 >602...0806-,.VGCY 
2RH 6685-9S.3-4:383-VTBE 

D. Signi£lcant Problem-Areas 

A§BREV NOMENCLATURE 

GYliO 
1m) 

6 
3 

(1) The significant probJ.ems are related to atld pointed out in 
the previous paragraphs. 

J..1i.J>. LAVIGNE 
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MARINE ALI .. \-mA.THFil I'\TTACK SQ'fA.DRrn 242 
FlIGHT SCHEDUIE FeR WlIDNllSDAY 1 NOVf:!raER 1967 

EVENT MISS Im T/O Nfl) 
DT NOe NOo BRIEF' LA~m ATR TIME CRE',l 

iT"2li 1101",~!li #3 1145 71i!.<6 61 MAJ !JE"Ml 
1900 Igj b ' CAPT STEIN 

CA.I"r A¥A.L. . 
19D-26H (002), • II llOlPll it) f),,! ~ :ltYf.# ,,~ Bra ,~, . BfJdl5' ~ TPQ 2100 ..UL.&...- J OL A· . I 

22002/ -s 1 LT SEIPLE 
, 

+ 

e l 
1.68 J6B l600 21l5021IB l) CAPT BARTEIS/ ~ 28D-2Y 2130 

22)C:l~/S 17 DAY 

2 2 1630 2lS5 ~;ll () /, ~ MAJ Miutflli/ RT 19I)-26M (0025) 22,5 
23$S:<~3{) 1r:v~i~ 

23 1101-23 #3 2216 c,.II,v,,", MAJ EGA-lII/ tPQ 28D .. 2M (002$) 2300 
2J~oo C~T KLD4G~1?~.w~ 

460 460 1600 ro15~ 3 51 J.~ ~.AJ C <!lEI T!! 28D~ 00)0 
01)0 01:2. 5 J.['. Cft..RROLL 

26 1101..26 #3 o'lh5D/~C> "-8 }!AJ CARLTCJf/ TPQ 28D~2M (.025) 0200 
o)006.9? 6 LT lDEMA 

r;I-h62 1&62 1600 0215 6/s1 1.1 CA..~ lv/.NJI{At-r/ 2SO..ey 0230 
0330 6'Zr~ I LT EUBANK (.' 4 4 1~30 0300 () '??5' ~J 1 MAJ KERHIN/ RT llD ... 26?t (0(25) 0430 

'" 
OOOO~606 CAPT KEAmrs .. 

M4 1600 £>hI, ()-'I:z S t ~ CAPT K:NA'tEE/ 464 'J'H 280-21 OhlO 
;; . 0,30 051 t:; • LT CFRISm!SEN 

;.::' 20 1101...20 #'3 ~2~ oSd5 o~ £} CAPT STEVENS TPQ 19D-26~4 (,,025) ohll.o 
05400600 ¥A~.A 

21 1101...21 #3 0505 C,I1tUv LT SCHEDEL/ TPQ 19D...26M (0025) 0520 
0620 CAPT SIMMCES 

,} 

22 1101-22 (.13 o$!6ot3:?. a ~ :::,...:r~1tf TPQ 19D...26r1 ( .. 025) 0600 

-er 0'10067.:2 ( LT H 

ioiOONRISE; 0528 
rJiOONSET! 1733 
PHASE: IAST Q'1'R 
!.I'i·!~ 2% 

I ~ . l • r 1 ~ ~~ T 

i ~ 15 ~.1-~IVf~ 
I I I ' 

~H474-;ttFIL 

2 DRiPS 
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~~~ I 10 FtT 'T'It'lE 'l"lIS V~fI'H 578()8 
20 CDO: 1700..24of) LT 13MJkMA N 

e 

2L,oo-sm LT SEIPLE 
~IDO~ 2400-0800 CiL't'T ~TA\'1U;Y 
CPS OFFICE STAt-roM: 0815-1130 CAPT BARTEIS 

30 STD BRIEF C OlIDOLE 
40 A/e nIspmTION: CAPT Ha'lE 
50 AOM: 1300 ON BD .. \..tffi'~ALK 
6.. CAPT NEAL REPORT TO CONDotE BRIEF IN FLIGHT surr 1100Q 

7. SAFm QUEsrI~t WHAT IS 'l'HE MAXIM'u'M cnosswnm C(;'m>c.t«ENT Ii'OR L.llNDING'TIIE A6f.? 
YESTERDAY '5 AlIS: RECYClE RADAR - IF THIS DOES NOT .BRING ~AG CURREN'l' ON LINE­

!CME..l\rrARlLY USE l1 .. o\G OIlERL0AD TO ACQUIRE TARGET 0 

. "-i:-. bd~ 
B& E~ BECK¥J.AN 
ScheduJ.es Officer 
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~~mmISE~ 0644 
SUNSET: 1817 
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MARINE ALL ~tEATIWf. Fi1"lACK SQUADfWN 242 
FLIGHT SCHEDULE Foo THURSDAY 2 NOV~..BE.R 1967 

MOOOJSE: 06.:31 I 

MOONSET: 1820', 
PHASE~ NEW 
LFI~ Na,jB

1 
I 

;)r NCo NO" BRIEF I.AND ATR TIME CREW rtovn"" 

<~-'I~;-l lJ.C2:h~ 66),6 Ofi:!5 "( ... )jIVe; < <-~'~.J H!D1C!Cf :..,,,wi 
m"", '!)~ ........... """ ,. t_ ~-' ... ' --Thi~" .. L_ ,_ -, ... ,,~ ......... .Lv.!. LU:A'IMJ\.i> A/v !:.ll~PWI~;:) Uill ij WX 

< , 2- • u ; _""'Vi" = O·~ . ; I CJ/i-i4 /j bU 
0930 C!,.jlf .t~~'DE'{:3T , :GAS 

h~;=2 ll02~!;5 ofl45 0815 c,1J.Nt.-' CArT HfJ'i7./ GAS/ S'D-JaM (,,025) 
09.30 LT SEIl'tE DAS 

,A) 2e~1 ll02-28 oSlj 09451()4-~ I {; CAPT ji'EALi CllS/ 2PD~2M (,,01) 
'. llOO/;'l14 • CAPT SMRELA DAS 

28=2 n02-28 0815 0945 / 6#5 J.~ LT BF..cKlWJ! CA,.o,j 28D~2M (.,Ol) 
1100/B..35 WO WIISON DAS 

tI ' 21. 1l02~24 #3 l1h5 1'11f6 6J~ L'1' SC!{EDEt./ TPQ 28D-2M (e025) 
~ . 190011 5.if C.liP! SGEtlNA 
t-t. 
):I 11 1102~1l II 20i.i1!2Q-¥5 n~ rtiAJ' LA¥IG.1IIE/ 'ff,", 19D-26M (025) 
~ '2200 JU ¥ 0 rt'i ( CAPT HAWT..EY 
H 

~ h58 458 1600 2115;2,11;; r.1 f/u\.J C,ARIJI'ON/ TH 28D-2Y 
t:<:I 2230~:t '5 t ' LT HOLDEMAN tI . 

C) l102~2j #3 221.6 C-/tIVU ~,iit.J Il£l:fi:i.! TPQ 28D.~2H (o02~) 
24co Lr:? NOOTON 

.' 46c 460 16:)0 0015 c/wt-- LTG(l1 _I TIl ~-2Y 
(1)0 LT GJ1lliOLt. 

26 1102",26 #3 O~> 0) oS' 
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