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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER S<UADRON 262
MARINE AIRCR4FT GROUP 36
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
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HMM-262 03403568
4 February 1968

- (ommanding Offlece- = . Y :» j‘g
: .. Oomanding Ofﬁ.aer, Marine Aipemafé Group 36 (Attn: Se3) - v
- Subj: Comand Chromology; Pericd 101600H - 312400H Ja_nuﬂ.ry 1968 rﬂ
: N
" Ref: (a) Gru0.%750.1B '_“ ' L g
Encl: W{l) Command Chroneclogy
1. In accordance with reference (a), enelosure (1) is hereby submitted.
2, This letter becomes unelassified upon removal of enclosure (1),
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1. ORGARIZATIONAL DATA

a. Commanding Officer Melvin J. STEINBEXG ILtCol  10-31 Jan

b. Executive Offiocer David L. ALTHOFF Maj 10-31 Jan
¢. Operations Cfficer Guy L. LARKIN Maj 10-31 Jan
d. Maintenance Officer Edwin G+ MEIXNER Maj 10-31 Jan
e. Logistics Officer John D. ALEX/NDER Capt 10-31 Jan
f. DPersonnel Officer Robert J. RICHARDS Capt 10~-31 Jan
g. Aviation Safety Officer Ronald R. GROVES Cupt 10-31 Jan
h. Intelligence Officer Robert F. YEALGER Capt 10-31 Jan

2. TASK ORGANIZATION AKD UNIT LOCATION.

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadroa 262, Marine Liroraft Group 36, lst
Marine Adreraft Wing, BMF, Pacific, FFO, San Froneisco, Celifornia 96602,
suang Tri Lir Base, Republic of Vietnam, 1C - 31 January 1968,

3. 4VERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH OF SGU.DRON.

Naval iviators Air/Ground Officers Enlisted
37 5 163

4. Important Visitors o the Sguadron - None
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT HIGELIGETS.

10 Jan 68 ~ 4t 1600H theiintrepid BMM-262 Detaehment Alpha was
disolved and joined her porent unit at “uang Tri ilr Base. The entire
squadron then CHOPPED to Marine Aireraft Group 36, lst Marine Aircraft
Wing, MFPac from CTG 79.5.

R0 Jan 68 - While resupplying Hill 881 near Khe Sznh, Cap% ROPELEWSKI
took a..50 cal. hit through a main fuel ldne., Capt ROPELEWSKI crash
landed the burnirg CH-46 in a nearby zone. Two crew members were hurt
seriously and the aircruft sustained strike damage.

21 Jan 68 - Intelligence estimates indicate the enemy has launched
the biggest offensive in Iive years against the two northern provinces
of I Corps. Khe Sanh wss the first and hardest hit, HM-262 lost two
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EIGHLIGHTS {Cont'd)

airsraft in reveitments at Khe Sanh during & heavy roeket, motar, and
artillery attack. The squadron took no casunslties.

23 Jan 68 - HB-262 continued to put forth en all out effort to
support Operation SCOTLAND and the hosieged Khe Sunh. Attempting a
resupply to Hill 95C, Major THFREILULY orashod nesw. the landing zone,
and the airoraft was destroyed. No cesanliies czcared.

©20 - 31 Jaa 58 - Durix, this period, ‘welve IMM-262 aireraft roceived
battle damage ronging from minor small aims damage to strike damage.
The squadron eontinued to fly in suwport of Operations ©COTLLND, KENTUCKY,
and LANCASTER II. .

PART III

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS.,

1. FPERSONNEL.
2« Transfers to BMM-262 — 17 Enlisted.
b, Transfers from BMM~262 - 27 Enlisted.

¢. Promotions 3o present rank: Capt John ... COOPER, Capt Rohert
ROPELEWSKY and Copt Robert L. SEVILL.

2. uWARDS.

a. Purple Heort ~ LCpl Rohert W. MoKINNEY 2232593,

b. Purple Heart - Liol Lonnic W. BEIFORD Jr. 2226110.

c. Purple Heaib - Gpl Curtis ... LARSEN 2162868,

de Purpie Heazt ~ Upl Michael:iT. NORMAN 2246435,
3. C4SUALTTES - Suze as parugroph 2.
4o CIVIC ACTIOH. On 15 January 1968 squadron Civie Letion Ropresen—
tatives met with members of the Guang Tri iir Base Civic sction Group
to decide waat to do to help the Vietnamies in the Quang Tri area to
celebrate the Lupar Holiday, TET. The representatives decided to give
a sack of assorted candy, a yift, and an envelope containing a 10

iastre coin to the children of z near by school. The guang Tri 4Air
Base mess facility agreed to furnish a coke large enough for 505 children.

Enclosure (1)
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CIVIS ACTION (Cont'd)

The gifis were presented by squadron representatives, SSgt Steven E.
DAYKIN, Sgt Harold L. COLLINS, Sgt Joseph DELREAL, Cpl Bernard R. LEE,

and LCpl Patrick BENJAMIN along with representatives from other squadrons.
after receiving the gifts, the children presentcd the ecivic action
Marines with a gifis, and 2 progrom In appre:iation,

5. INTELLIGENCE. During the poriod 24 ~ 31 Jenmary the enemy initiated
11 stuacks against the USMC Guang Tri sivr Base where BMM-262 was stationed.
There was only one sguadron cagualty, as a result of the attacks, inspite
of the fact that small ams fire, rocket w=ud mortar fire was received in
the working and living aress. Eight squadron CH-A6L aircraft received
damage from the attacks. Ordnance expended by the enemy during this
period was 283 rounds of 82 mm mortars, 34 rounds of 60 mm mortars,

13 rounds of 75 mm recoilless rifle, 70 rounds of 122 rockets, and 15
rounds of 105 mm howitzer. Throughout this period there was sporadic
enemy sniper fire received in the working area with only one casualty.

Fire incidents during this pericd, accounted for 25 aircraft receiv-

re

ing fire, resulting in 7 aircr«ft hit.
6, REAGTION PLATOON. TUpca their arrival at wuang Tri, HM-262 was
assigned the mission of providing the base with a reaction platoon to

augment the base perimeter defense., This perimter is primarily manned
by lst Battalion 3rd Marines.

Forty-eight hours later the first complete muster was taken and the
platoon was organized, It consisted of 3 squads; each squad consisted
of thirteen men armed with M-14 rifles, Each squad had an M~60 machine
gun,

The dwy ulter the muster the platoon dug in fighting positions along
their #. O. R. which comprised a stretch of ground along the western out-
side edge of the air freight mabting, mid way at the WO line and extend-
ing North along the mat to the B's 4. O. R. on the northern perimeter.
(see uppendix 1 Crig Only)

On the night of 24 Janvary Yuang Tri was hit for the first time
since the squadron's arrival., The reaction platoon deployed at this time
and for eight subsequent nighiz, '

To this date, the reaction platoon has nol had to enter a fire fight.
Although the perimetor took 120 mm rocket fire on the night of 27 January

and secveral rowd:s landsd within 20 meters of the positions, no casual-
ties have rssolted.
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PART IV
S SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (Original Only)

WJILPPENDE:X 1 ¢ o ®» A ¢ & o A B & @ © uwu b 5 5 @ e-NQWS RelQ:’JSe
-, -

, .
VAPFENDIX ITw « o v o 2 o o o 2 o a s o « » o » Nows Bolease

V/’APPEND.[A :[II .6 3 o6 3 o .e 4 56 8 o 88 0 35 6 s a uFJ_ight SC}.’.edU.leS

6

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

APPENDTY T

Cloud Cover, Enemy Mortars
Make Mission on 881 Rough

QUANG TRI—Marine resupply
helicopters operating from
Quang Tri found flying condi-
(tions difficult when diverted to
pick up a wounded Marine near
Hiill 881.

Two CH-46 Sea Knights of Ma-
rine Medium Helicopter Squad-
ron 262 flew under almost im-
possible weather conditions.

Two separate attempts were

~made by HMM-262 pilots to get
into the landing zone. The first
was by Capt. S. Dickey (Ta-
coma, Wash.). “The area we
were called into was so cloudy
that you could hardly see,” he
said.

‘“We made three attempts to
get into the zone but just
couldn’t make it. I brought the
copter to the base of the hill and
was trying to hover my way up
to the landing zone when we
started receiving fire. Two mor-
tars weat off helow us and as we
were pulling off, a third just
missed,”” he continued.

After the unsuccessful at-
ten;p’ts by Dickey and his crew,

another try was made to reach
the Marine by another HMM-
262 helicopter.

The pilot, Capt. R.F. Yeager
(Roslyn Heights, N.Y.), and his
co-pilet, 1stLt. C.L. Corookall
(Staten Island, N.Y.), under the
cover of darkness, tried to locate
the landing zone—this time with
success.

“By flying at night we had
hoped that the clouds would
have lifted and we would have
no problem getting in and get-
ting the wounded man,” said
Corookall.

“When we arrived in the
area,” he continped, “we found
it almost impossible to see. We
had some idea of the zone’s
location but we weren’t sure.
After making three passes at
the area we finally spotted the
zone, thanks to the help of a
flareship and illumination by
Marines on the ground.

The wounded Marine was then

transported to Khe Sanh and
‘later taken to Dong Ha for treat-

ment.

A Marine helicopter crew at-
tempted to evade North Viet-
namese mortar rounds on
Hill 881 to medevac Leatherneck
casualties. They ended: up “dis-
playing more heroics ‘+when a
round trapped themt on the hill,
gaining the gratitude of the
casualties’ friends.
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Khe Sanh
Aviators
Tell Tales

QUANG TRI — Two pilots of
Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron-262 have stories that
essentially apply to all copter
crews operating near Khe Sanh :
recently. :

While on resupply and mede-
vac missions to Khe Sanh and
neighboring Hills 881, 861 and
950, HMM-262 pilots have ex-
perienced their share of mo-
ments.

Capt. Steve Dickey (Everett,
Wash.), tells of the time his
crew set down at Khe Sanh one
‘afternoon. *“‘We had just landed
and were walking across the air-
strip when enemy rockets and
mortar rounds started falling
all around us. We all managed
to squeeze into a drainage pipe -
just along the strip. We stayed
for the next 45 minutes while "’

iredegounds into the

As for incoming fire, the pilots
of HMM-262 have received plen-
ty. “Everytime a pilot from our
squadron goes up there on a
mission he gets shot at by the
enemy,” said Capt. Robert J.
Richards (Jacksonville, Fla.).

Despite the conditions, the :
crews of HMM-262 were busy.
in a six-day period from Jan. -
wo to 26, while flying in support
of Operation Scotiand, HMM-
962 flew 202 sorties, picked-up
79 wounded Marines and trans-
ported 287 tiroops, including
one detainee. Most important
to the Leathernecks on the
ground was the ammunition,
water and food brought to them
by the helicopters.
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E-SUPPLY——A CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter swirls the dust af’K{&é
scends with a sling-load of supplies Jan. 23 ot the northwestern-most ¢
Corps. - - -

“STACKEP”-—-—'A CH-46 Sea Knight is brought back to
Qu_ang Tri for repairs. A maintenance recovery crew
stripped the copter of excess weight so it could be hel;-
lifted by the CH-53 Sea Stallion. In the foreground, q
. damaged Huey, qwaits repair while g C-130 Hercules pre-

pares to-take off+ip the background,
ER (Photo by Sgt. R. Zielinski)

DECLASSIFIED

ns o
nh.0s"it de-
ag}%i‘ base in I.



DECLASSIFIED

T ——

APPENDIX III
FLIGHT SCHEDULE
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HMM~262 MAG-36 FPU SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96602
FLIGHT »CHEDULE AND ADMINISTRATIVE NOTLS FUR FRIDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1968

OPERATICHS DUTY CFFICER: CAPT RENGEL SUNRISE: 0658
SGUADRON DUTY OFFICER: LT COLY SUNSET: 1802
DUTY TiST PILOT: A.M. - BARBA/SWEAR
PJd.. - MAJ ALTHOFF/URPHY

FLIGHT SCHEDULE - - -
EVENT BRIEF EYD/ETA . »/C QMDR CO-—PILOT MISSION
20-1 0600 0700/1200  GATEWOUD REAMON S/H 55
20-2 " L " ALE{ANDER  HERBERG " "
21-1 0630 0730/1200 MURRAY SIEGICH WORKING BIRDS
212 " " " RICHARGS 4RCHER LISSION TBA
22-1 1130 1200/1800 MAJ THERRIAULT COOPER ..S/H 55
221, 1130 - 1200/1800 : ROPELEWSKY  BYBNE - S/ 58
23%1 1130~ 1230/WC "MAJ MUIXWER  KLAHH: WORKINGS BIRDS
23-2 1130 12205UC GROVES MULLEN MISSION TBA
24-1 1730 1800/0700 MAJ ALTHOFF  CROOKALL B/E 55
R4=2 " " " DBARBA ENGLEHART v
R4-3 " omn ALEZANDER KiESE L
Py " " n GROVES MORRISON oo
25-1 TBA TBA YEAGER ENGLEHART NOTE #1
25-2 " "o DICKEY CRUOKALL " "

NOTE:

if1 STANDBY IN LIVING AREA FOR POSSIBLE LAUCH.

# AM TEST PILOTS IN RR FROM 0700-1200

n it it n it - it L anmmn | g

/200 ~/23 0

‘Go A. RBLGEDL
CAPT  USMC

OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICER
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BMMA262 , 1AG-35, FPO SAN FRaWCISCO, CALIFOHNIA 95602
FLIGHT SOHEDULE AND ADMINISTRAYIVE WOTES FOR SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY 1068

p——— - ——- ——ee

¢

26__4 n

NuyB: 1, BE PRUPARLD.RON AT KLE SaNH.

OPERATIONS DUTY CFFICER: CAPT YEAGER SUNRISE: $656
SQUADRON DUTY OFFICER: LT ESGLEHART SUNSET:  18Q%
DUTY TiST PIIWT: A, -~ DBaRBA/MULLEN

FM. ~ GATEWOUD/STEGICH
FLIGHT SCHiDULE
EVENT __ BRIEF __ _ETD/BTA __ 4/C OMDR __ CO-PILOT MISSION
20-1 0600 0700/COMP MAJ MEIANER EERBERG KHE SANH
20-2 " m ot RICHARDS  OTTO oo
21-1 0600 0700/COMP DICKEY SWBAR RHE SiNH NCTE #1
21-2 " "ot MURRAY COLE " "
22-1 TR4 TBA THERRIAULT ~FICKEL S/H 55
22-2 " " ROPELEWSKI SLVELL n "
23-1 TBA TBA GATEWOCD  MORRISON WORKIKG BIRDS
23-2 " " BROWN RO " "
24-1  1Ba B4 ALIXARDER  BNGIEN.RT  S/H 55
242 " n GRUVES BYRWE " "
25-1 TBA TBA MAJ ALTHOF? COOPER WORKIG BIKDS NOTEL 32
25-2 n oo BARBA KNESE WORKING BIRDS
26-1 + TBA . TBu - L7COL STEINBERG - BRATTON B/E 55
262 - M " BROWN - MULLAN B/E' 55
26-3 " " GATEWOUD  ARCHER " "

" SARDLRS KLAHN " noos

2. IF LaU:CHED GIVE CAPT COOFLR A HAC CHECK,

PR

s ]

R. F. YDAGER
CAPT  USMCR :
OPERATIUKS DUTY OFFIGER
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HMM-262, MAG-36 FPO SAN FRALCISCO, CALIFRONIA 96602
FLIGHT SCHEDULE AWD ADMINISTRATIVE €UTES FOR SUWDAY 4 FLBRUARY 1968

OPERATIONS DUTY UFFICER:
SWUADROH DUTY OFFICER:
DUTY TiST PILOT:

FLOGHT SCEEDULE

CAPT GATEWOOD SUNRISE: 0654
LT ENGLEH.RT SUNSET: 1806

AM. — MURKaY/ARCHER
P.Ma ~ Mad LARBIN/REAMON

EVENT BRILF EID/ETA A/GC CMDR CU~PILOT MISSION
20-1 T3A TBA Moo uIZXGLRE  HERBERG Kbkl SANH
20-2 TBa TBa RICHARDS 0T KHE SAKLH
21--1 0600 0700/COMP  MAJ THERRIAULT MULLEN KHE SAWH
21-2 n n " ALEA L1 DER MORRISON n n
22-1 TBA OSO@/COMP RENGEL FICKLEL AM STAINDBY
22-2 n " n ROPEILWSKI  KLAEN n "
23=-1 TBA lZOO/CDMP Mad KLTHUFF COOPER B STANDBY
23-2 " n n BROWN S¥LAR " "
24~1 NR 1800/0700 MAJ LARKIN  COLE BE 55
242 n n n YEAGER SEVLLL L 1
24~3 " n " GROVES Ki1SE " M
Rh~1y " n " MURRAY S1HEGICH " "
HOTES :

1. Be prep.re to HON,

2, BARBA/BRATTON Phu Boi Mcinten nce Run.

3. COLE Inst. test &AM 0800,

NV el
AL S ;
9 R oot

R. L. GATEWOOD
CaPT UaMC
OPERATIUNS DUTY COFFICEN
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262, 1MaG-36, FPC SAN FR.LNCISCC, CALIFURLWIA 96602
PLIGHT SCHEDULE AnD ADMIWISTRATIVE KCTLS FOR TUBSDAY 6 FRERU~RY 1968

CPEwATICES OULY OF#ICER: CaiT BaRba SUNEISL: 0652
S UADRO DUTY CSFICER. LT HuRELHG oUis:T . 1805

DUTY TisT #TLOT: M MaJ MELANER/REAN
M med RLYHOFF/LLAEN

FLIGHT SCHEDULE

EVENT BRIEF LID/LTA 4/G Cui-DR CO-PILCT MISSION
201 “~0fp0.. - 0700/1200 GROVES STEGICH S.H. 55
20~2 " ntow RICL:FDS SYENE "
DD V(27 ) _
21-1 8% &bt /T MAJ ALLTEOFF MULLES WORKING éf £C
21-2 n oo AL DLk 1CRRISON BIRUS .
22-1 0600 0700/ Cutss’ RLNGEL CULE hHE SANH &
22-2 " LI YEAGER CRUUKALL "
23-1 1136 1200/1800 MAJ MELZNER F1CKEL S.H. 55
232 " nooow IBA -HEKBERG : n
241 TBA TBA/TBA MAJ THLRRIAULT SEVELL ~  WORKING VIRL
242 " LA GROVES %, GLENART
25-1 NR 1800/0700 MAT ALTHOEF BRATTON B.E. 55
26-2 " now ALBKANDLR MULLEN n
25-3 " L MAJ ThBRRL.ULT WHESEE 4 "
NG " L RICEARDS HEHON "

. /
R ,..,,-_.A‘I /
ey 4 - .<.1‘l

# . '\~.,rf,, 1oy o4

W. L. B&RBA
CAPT UsMC
OPER4TIUWS DUTY OFFICER
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