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MJLl1.INE MEDIUM HELICOPTER S,<,;;UADRON 262 

MARINE AIRCRLlfT GROUP 36 
1st Marine Aircraft \'Jing, FMFPac 

FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 

.:i-.3 :RLG: jrs 
5750 

HMM-262 031.0.3-568 
--' 4 February 1968 
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- '-',-- Frl!)llH- 00-1IDll(l.ndingOf1''l~ .' __ . _ 
.. To.:_ -. 00rmnanding Offi~, Ma:rine.A:i.r.~mfi Group- 06· (At-4n! .s..;l) . 

.. Sub~..:. Pommnnd CbrQ1}01.ogy; Period JDl600H ... .3124DOH J~Ull..'t7 1~ 

Ref: (a) Gr.uO -!1J50.l13 

Encl: v(l) Command Chronology -

1. In accordance with reference (n), eneloaure (1) is hereby su~~tted. 

2. This letter beeomes un~lassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 

///-;(0 /~ -:/ '/ /.-if < \ (~'../[7/""'I-' 
tr. L. ALTHOFF' 
Acting 

DECLASSIFIED 



~'~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
:,.-

• • \l~ 
Pi~RT I 

1. ORGhNIZATIO!:'lAL DfSA 

a. Commanding Officer Melvin J. STEIN13EF£G LtCo1 10-.31 Jan 

b. Executive Offioer David L. ALTHOFF ,Maj 10-31 Jan 

c. Operctions Officer Guy L. IJLT.{f.:jj~ Maj 10-31 Jan 

d. Mainten~nce O~ficer Edwin G. HEIXNER Maj 10-.31 Jan 

e. Logistics Officer John D. tLEX.hNDl£R Capt 10-31 Jan 

f. Personnel Officer Robert J. RICHt.RDS Capt 10-.31 Jan 

g. Aviation Safety Officer Ronald R. GROVES Cupt 10-.31 Jan 

h. Intelligence Officer Robert F. YEf ... GER Copt 10-.31 Jan 

2. TASK ORGANIZ,UION [JJ\'D UNIT LO GilT ION • 

Marine Medium Helicopter Squa:lro;:l 262, Marine JdrorDft Group .36, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, F.JIF, Pacific, FPC, San FrGncisco, California 96602, 
~uClng Tri f.ir Base, P.epublic of VietnD.Ill, le - .31 January 1968. 

3. l .. VERr~GE MONTHLY STRENGTli_OF SQV;J)JlON. 

Naval Lvlators ~r/Ground Officers Enlisted 

37 5 16.3 

4. Impp!,.tant Visitors to the Squadron - None 

PJiliT II 

N1lil.Rt~TIVE SUMMARY nF SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS. 

10 Jan 68 - A'!J 1600H thetintrepid HMM-262 Detae.hment A1pm was 
disolved and joined her parent unit at quang' Tri idr Buse. The entire 
squ£,dron then CHOPPED to Marine Air.raft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing, FM,FPac from CTG 79.5. 

20 Jan 68 - While resupplying Hill S81 near Khe Stmh, Gap, ROPELEWSKI 
took 0. •• 50 cal. hit through a main fuel line. Capt ROPELEWSKl crush 
landed the bU'::'nir,g CH-46 in a nearby zone. Two crew members were hurt 
seriously and the nircrqft sustained str:lke, damnge. 

21 Jan 68 - Inte:lieence estimates indicate the enemy has launched 
the biggeGt offensive in i'iV8 years against the two northern provinces 
of I Corps. Illie SaJ1h w::s tihe f:.::,st anci harcles'b hi t.EMM-262 lost two 
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NARRflTIVE SUMMi:.RY OF SIGNIFICllNT HIGHLIGHTS (-cont'd) 

nj,r·:::raft in revetments at Khe Sanh during n heavy rociket,. motar, aM. 
artillery at·cack.. The squadron took no casuE:tlties. 

23 Jan 68 - Ht<1M-2(2 uvU;Cil'lUsd to p.ub fOl'i:J.l t.::<. aU OlIt effort to­
support OperD.'tiQu >;;COTLl: .. ND nr.d t.he 1)(;s:1:egod Khe .s.unh. Attempting a 
resupply to Hill 95C, :IvIajor T3R8?:H.UL~:: cZ'asn0d n60:l9. the landing zone, 
and the .airoraft was dfJstl'Ojtd~ 1:-0 :;",.io clDJ:t;;i 05 C:}GLU'ed.. • 

. 20 - 31 Ja,l 68 "" Dl.lr:iJ::,; thi>3 pario~~9 <;'''101ve HMM-262 air.raf't. roceivod 
battle damngB ranging l""':rom m:i.nor sIDnH Ell'IUS dmno.e:e to s'erike dmnage. 
The- .squadron oontim18d to fly in StllJiJOrt of Operations SCOTL1:.ND, KENTUCKY, 
and .I.ANCf,sTER II. 

PI~RT III 

~IGNIFIC.l'Jf.I' EVE.~I2. 

1. PERSONNEL. 

a. Transfers to $1-262 - 17 Enli$ted. 

b. Transfers from EMM-262 - 27 Enlisted. 

c. Promotions to present. rank: Capt John i •• 'COOPER, C,upt "Rohert 
ROPE1EWSKI and Capt. Robert L. SEV:~;U •• 

~. ilWARDS. 

a. Purple H~'):r-t .., LCpJ. Robe-l't ~J" MoKINNEY 2.2'2593. 

b. Purple Hea:rt - I,~1)l Lonnie 'iJ.BlmFORD Jr. 2226110. 

c. Purple Hp£.:;:t. ., Cpl Curtis ... L.fl.RSEN 2162868 .• 

4. CIVIC ACTION. On l5 Jar.::.K1l7 1968 squadron Civia .t..oti.on Bep-l'OGen-­
tatives met wUh members of the Quang Td l~ir Base Civic il.ction Group 
to decide what to do to help the Vietnamies in the Quang Tri area to 
~elebrate the Lunar Holiday, TET. The representatives decided to give 
a sack of n~sorted candy, a ~ift, a~d an envelope containing a 10 
pinntre coin to the children of a near Qy school. The ~uang Tri ~r 
Base mess facility agreed to furnish 0. co.ke large enough for 505 children. 

Enclosure (1) 
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CIVI.2_NjTION (Cont I d) 

?he gi~ts were presented by squadron representutives,SSgt Steven E. 
DAYKIN, Sgt Burold L. C011:;:1';S1 ~gt Joseph DEL.REAL, Opl Bernard R. LEE, 
Qnd LCpl Pntrick BEUJAl'1IN along with TepresentntiY0S from other squndrons. 
"lfter receiving the gifts, the child:ron precer.:t cd the civic action 
Marines with 0. gifts, u~d ~ !,'.'Oe!'·'·1TJ. i.n apprcdl:!tion. 

5. INTELLIGENCE. During the p:Jdod 2.4 - 31 J2.?1.·.la~ tl1e enemy initiated 
11 at"acks against the USMC Quang Tri Jo.:i:r Base vJbere ffillM-262 was stationod. 
There was only one squadron cas;t.19.1ty, as t'l result of the attacks, inspite 
of the fact that small armo f:;re, roclret. t~ld mor~.'J.r fire was received in 
the working und living arons. Eight i3qundron CH-46A aircraft received 
damuge from the attacks. Ordnance expended by the enemy during this 
period· '!-JUS 283 rounds of 82 mID monurs, 34 rounds of 60 rom mortars, 
13 rounds of 75 llJlll recoilless rifle, 70 rounds of 122 rockets, and 15 
rounds of 105 rom howitzer. Throughout this period there was sporadic 
enemy sniper fire received in the working area with only one casualty. 

Fire incidents during this pericd, accounted for 25 aircraft receiv­
ing fire, resulting in 7 aircr[:ft hit. 

6. REAlrrION PLATOON. UPO:l their arriyul at :..uang Tri, HMM-262 was 
assigned the mission of p:oviding tbe baso with a reaction platoon to 
augment the base perimeter defense. This ~srimter is primarily manned 
by 1st Battalion 3d }!larinos. 

Forty-eight hours later the first. complete muster was taken and the 
platoon was organized. It consisted of 3 3quads; each squad consisted 
of thirte~n mon armod with M-14 :!.'ifles. Each squad had an M-60 machine 
gun. 

The d~y tlI~8r the muster the platoon dug in fighting positions along 
their h. O. R. which cc:mprised a stretch of ground along the western out­
side edge of the air .i"'re:Lght matting, mid \-my u-[, the VMO line and extend­
ing North along the mat to the ... B I S .J.~. O. R. on the northern perimeter. 
(see j,ppendix lO:ig Only) 

On the night of ~4 J~nuary ~uang Tri was hit for the first time 
since the squadron's arrivel. The reaction platoon deployed at -this time 
and for eight subsequent d.g'r~~;:;;. 

To this date, the reaction platoon has not had to enter a fire fight • 
.Il.1though the perimetor took 120 rom rocket fire on the night of 27 January 
and sGverul ron,."'];;: Inndod within 20 meters of the positions, no casual­
ties have r':<H~ltcrl. 
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PART IV 

SUPPOR'IIIm DOCUMENTS (Originnl Only) 
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Cloud Cover, Enemy Mortars 
Make Mission on 881 Rough 

QUANG TRI-Marine resupply 
helicopters operating f'r 0 m 
Quang Tri found flying condi­
tions difficult when diverted to 
pick up a wounded Marine near 
Hill 881. 

Two CH-46 Sea Knights of Ma­
rine Medium Helicopter Squad­
ron 262 flew under almost im­
possible weather conditions. 

Two separate attempts were 
made by HMM-262 pilots to get 
into the landing zone_ The first 
was by Capt. S. Dickey (Ta­
coma, Wash.). "The area we 
were called into was so cloudy 
that you could hardly see,' he 
said. 

"We made three attempts to 
get into the zone but just 
couldn't make it. I brought the 
copter to the base of the hill and 
was trying to hover my way up 
to the landing zone when we 
starten receiving fire. Two mor­
tars wcati'offbelow us and as we 
were pulling off, a third just 
missed," he continued. 

Mter the unsuccessful at­
tempts by Dickey and his crew, 
I .~;' 

another try was made to reach 
the Marine by another HMM-
262 helicopter. 

The pilot, Capt. R.F. Yeager 
(Roslyn Heigbts, N.Y.), and bis 
co·pilot, IstLt. C.L. Corookall 
(Staten Island, N.Y.), under tbe 
cover of darkness, tried to locate 
the landing zone-this time witb 
success. 

"By flying at night we had 
hoped that the clouds would 
have lifted and we would have 
no problem getting in and get­
ting the wounded man," said 
Corookall. 

"When we arrived in the 
area," hc continJ,led, "we found 
it almost impossible to see. We 
had some idea of tbe zone's 
location but we weren't sure. 
After making three passes at 
the area we finally spotted tbe 
zone, tbanks to tbe belp of a 
flaresbip and illumination by 
Marines on the ground_ 

The wounded Marine was then 
.transported to Khe Sanh and 
later taken to Dong Ha for treat­
ment. 

A Marine helicopter crew at­
tempted to evade North Viet­
namese m 0 r tar rounds on 
Hill 881 to medevac Leatherneck 
casualties. They ended. up'iis­
playing more heroies I when a 
round trapped them-on the hill, 
gaining the gratitude of the 
casualties' friends. 
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KheSanh 
Aviators 
Tell Tales: 

QUANG TRI - Two pilots of 
Marine Me di u m Helicopter 
Squadron-262 have stories that 
essentially apply to all copter 
crews operating near Khe Sanh ' 
recently_ 

While on resupply and mede­
vac missii)DS to Khe Sanh and 
neighboring Hills 881, 861 and 
950, HMM-262 pilots have ex­
perienced their share of mo-, 
ments_ 

Capt. Steve Dickey (Everett, 
Wash_), tells of the time his 
crew set down at Khe Sanh one 
'afternoon. "We had just landed 
and were walking across the air­
strip when enemy rockets and 
mortar rounds started falling 
all around us, We all managed 
to squeeze into a drainage pipe , 
just along the strip. We stayed 
for the next 45 minutes while' 
the enemy into the 
zone." -

-i'0U 
'fr'",.vn,,'" next 

except more incoming fire." 
As for incoming fire, the pilots " 

of HMM-262 have received plen­
ty. "Every time a pilot from our 
squadron goes up there on a 
mission he gets shot at by the ' 
enemy," said Capt. Robert J. 
Richards (Jacksonville, Fia.) . 

Despite the conditions, the: 
crews of HMM-262 were busy. 
iln a six-day period from Jan. ' 
''20 to 26, while flying in support 
'Of Operation Scotland, HMM-
262 flew 202 sorties, picked-up 
79 wounded Marines and trans­
ported 287 troops, including 
one detainee. Most important 
to the Leathernecks on the 
ground was the ammunition. 
water and food brought to them 
by the helicopters. 
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RE-SUPPLY-A CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter swirls 
scends with a sling-load 01 supplies Jan. 23 at the T1().lrth..Wp.'!!T>tP'.J "n.-I mos 
Corps. 

( 
. "STACKED"-A CH-46 Sea Knight is brought back to 

Quang Tri for repairs. A maintenance recovery crew 
stripped the copter of excess weight so it could be heli­
lifted by the CH-53 Sea Stallion. In the foreground, a 
damaged Hueyawaits repair while a C-130 Hercules pre­
pares to"~ke'oTffln. the background. 

_ ',~ (Photo by Sgt. R. Zielinski) 
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HMM-262 MAG-36 FPO SAN FRANCISCO, CALlFO.HNIA 96602 
FLIGH'l' uCHEDlJLE AND ADfUfa~'rR.J\.TIVE NOTLS FOR FRIDAY 2 FEBRU.ARY 1C)6S 

OPERATI()HS DUTY." uFE'ICER: CAPl' RENGEL SUNRISE: 0658 
SCJU.'illRON ::JUTY OFFICER: LT COLl!; SUNSET, 1M2 
DUTY 'I'EST PILOT: A.N. - BARBA/ShEAR 

P .1·.. - }lAJ, ALThOFF /HDRPBY 

FLIGhT SCHl!:DULE . 
EVF.Ji!T BIUl!;F E'l'DLETA' iJ:,Lc (l1DR CO-PILOT MISSION 
20-1 0600 0700/1200 GATEWOOD BEAHON S/H 55 
20-2 II " n ALE.tlAJ:WER HERBERG 11 t1 

21-1 0630 0730/1200 - lVll.;RRAY g'l'EGICH WORKING BIRDS 
2l-~ 11 n II BlCIu.RQS .aRChER l"ISSION TIlA 
22-1 1130 1200/1800 MAJ THERRI.AULT COOPER ,S/H 55 
22=1-_ 1J30 JZQo/16QQ r RQPE~SKI B~BNE . sm' 55 
23i.l 1130 1230jwc rJIJ.AJ , .. HLIXL\JER KLAlm~! WORKIl'mS BIRDS 
.zJ.:.2 JJ.30 lZ10tllc GROVES . NULLF.N MISSION TBA 
24-1 1730 1800/0700 MAS ALTHOFF CBDOhALL B/E 5; 
24-2 It " II BARBA ENGLEHART If It 

24-3 " 11 " LLE1UI.NDER KKESE 11 II 

24-4 " II 11 G~V.liS HORIUSON " 11 

25-1 TBA TBA YEAGER ENGLBhART NOTE #1 
25-2 " II DICKEY CRDOKALL If " 

NOTE: 
#1 STANDBY IN LIVING AREA FOR POSSIBLE LAUCH. 

# A/M TEST PILOTS IN RR FROM 0700-1200 
"II II " II II, it ~-tt Ii 

/200 <.~/?30 

.~ ., ... 
".4':,,~ " <,', ' .. ? 

(( A'.v~:dEh .:,c.-

CAP'l' USHC 
OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICER 
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B}Illl1-262, hAG·.36 j FPO SAN l'''RA.t~CISCO, Cl-1LIFOhlHA 96602 
FLIGHT SCHBDlfJIE AND illJIliISTI1.A'1'I\i'E H0'l'ES FOR SA'l'URDAY .3 FEBRUil.RY 1968 

OPERATlOHS DUTY UFFICEl1.: 
S~DADRON DUTY OFFICER: 
DUTY TLST PILvT: A.M&­

r.N. -

FLIGHT SCF[GDULE 

CAPT YEAGER 
LT El<GLBHART 
Bi-l.RBAjMULLBN 
GA'l'E'WOuD/STEGICH 

SlJNRISE: ~656 
SU1~Sl!.;T: 18(14 

EVEN'l' BRIBt_.l!TIUETA l~/c (li,DR CO~.;.P=I=LO:::.::T=---_=H-=ISSIO~N:.--___ _ 
20-1 0600 0700/COHP hAJ NlIJJiibR fJ.l',;RBERG KHE SANM 
20-2 II It II RICHARDS OTTO II 

21-1 060~ 
21-2 II 

22-1 T~ 

22-2 It 

23-1 TBA 
23-2 n 

21.,~J_ 'l'RA 
240--2 11 

25-1 TBA 
25-2 11 

'26-1 TBA 
2~2'- If .. '-

26-3 11 

26-4 II 

---- -- --- -

0700/COHP DICIU\,"Y SlH'';,AR 
COLE 

h.HE S;lm l~vTE #1 
TI 11 " n HURRAY 

TBlI, 
11 

TBA 
11 

:I'BA 

" 
'l'BA 

11 

TB.. 
II 

II 

11 

THERRIAULT FICKEL 
ROi£LEWSla SbVELL 

GA'l'b\<iOGD 
BROWN 

hORRISON 
KW,AtvlON 

;;Li,XANDER 'E;N'GL:GE".RT 
emu VES BYRl~E 

'NAJ ALTHOFi COOPER 
BARBA KNE6E 

S/H 55 
II II 

WORKING BIRDS 
II II 

siR 55 
II II 

vJORKING BI1-ill..Q NOTE 32 
WOPJl.IlJG BIRDS 

L~COL STEI.N~BERG, BR,"TTON BIE 55 
BROVIN, hULLr>""Jr, " BIE' 55 
GATEW00D ARCHER " n 
SAn DLJRS KLi.HN 11 II 

i'iilJ'.lE: 1. BE PREPARbD -H.oN _liT KI:ili: SANH. 

2. IF Lll.Dl~CHtD GI'iiE CAPT COOP1R if. 1L-'l.O OhECK • 

. " .. " ", 

...... ~. ,. 
\ 

R. F. yr;,;~GER,' t 

CAPT USHCR 
OPERf.!.TIUHS DDTY OFFICER , 
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ffivfri~-262, MAG-36 FPO SA1~ FRAl,!CISCO, CALIFHOl~IA 96602 
FLIGHT SCHi;DULE MilD ADl;.I1GS'I'RA'l'IVE l'IliT1S FOR 0Ul~DAY 4 FEBRUARY 1968 

OPERATIOas DUTY uFFICER: CAPT GATLWQOD SUNRISE: 0654 
SUHSET: 1806 Si.,iULDROl;j DUTY OFFICER: LT EHGLLILillT 

DUTY TbST PIWT: A.H. - f'lU~Y/llRC1iER 
P .r1i. - IvLhJ L!.Rl~IN/REP.ivjOj\J 

FWGHT CiCf.EDLJH:: 
;e;VI:;l\IT BRIEF E'rD/ETn A/e CMDR CO-PILOT MISSION 

20-1 
20-2 

21-1 
21-2 

22-1 
22-2 

23-1 
23-2 

24-1 
24-2 
24-3 
24-4 

NOTES: 

TnA TBA h.,,) ~ ,i;IXi:JLR H:.8RBERG htJ<., SA1\Jli 
TB.n. TB" RICHARDS 01''1'0 KHE SA£<I{ 

0600 0'700/CUNP hAJ' T1-:lBRRIADLT hULLEN KHE; SANH 
11 11 II ALE:A.b)d)LH hORRISON 11 II 

TBA 080a/COfiiP REl\GLL FICKEL Ai'I STA,NDBY 
II It II ROPEL1:WSKI KLAr::N !1 II 

TBA 1200/COMP iV!Jl.J ALTHuFF COOPER Wi S'l',uiiDBY 
If II II BROvJN Sl\fI~~\.R It 11 

NR 1800/0700 NAJ LARKIN COLL BE 55 
fI 11 11 YEAGER SLii:L;LL 1I Il 

II 11 fI GROVES lWtSE: If ,I' 

II II II HURRAY S1'iiJICH 11 II 

---,------

(t. Be prep.re to RON. 

2. BAPJ3,VBRATTON Phu R::i Hdnten.nce Run. 

J. COI,E; Inst. test AN 0800. 

,[ ;, __ " Ii 
, '" I .--:'" ' ! 

>? .X ,/~1l}vf~~,-j 
R. L. GATI;\·JOOD 
C};PT USJvIC 
OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICEn 
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HM"i-262~ 1,1;.,.G-36, FPC S.AN FR,HeIsee, C"~LIFOFti'IIil 9661;2 

:l!'LIGBT tlLHEDDLE A,:,D ADhIl~I3'l'R·\.TIYE MJT:u8 FOR TlJBSDAY 6 PLBRL"RY 1968 

0.PE:!\.i-~T ICh'8 uU'l'Y (;J7~'lCLR; Ci.l..lJ' B.~~RBl .. 
S;~UADROj,. DU'l'Y l.l,'),'ICLR. 1T IiWRGiJtG 
DUTY l':~ST .dLO'l'; Atv'i ivL:w MlIJJ1LR/H.EJJ{i-j~· 

.}i i'l •. .J LL'l' HOFF /lj,A}il~ 

FLIGHT SChEDULE 
EVENT BRIEF LTD LTA ALe Cul'~DR 

20~1 O. 0700/1200 uRlNJ::.S 

20-2 II II II RICh~1.H.DS 

CPf'~y IO~j 
21-1 ~ ~/TBA hAJ .b.1~lhOFF 

21-2 II !! II 1.L1Al·j,DLR 

22-1 0600 0700/CUh~) R.L1~GE1 

22-2 II II it YEAGER 

23-1 1130 1200/1800 hAJ hEI:II:HLR 
23-2 II " II 'l'B! 

24-1 TBA TBA/TBA MAJ ThbRF:IJ.:.,U1T 
24-2 II " " GROVES 

25-1 NR 1800/0700 hAJ jJ.}lhGFF 

25-2 " " II A:J.:;j{ANDLR 
25-3 11 " 11 hAJ Th1Rl{LULT 
"%*~ II " " RIChARDS 
'. - .-_.>. .......... ,---~-... -.... --.-------.-,,----------. 

". 

.;7-..,. -;:;i::::(.1 
W. L. bf.Ri:lA 
CAPl' USNC 

SlNHlSb; 0652 
;..Ui~~::,'l· . 1805 

CO-PILOT 
S'I'l!;GICH 
bYRi.~E 

IviLLLl:j; 
h(:>RRISON 

Cu';"E 
CRD0h.A1L 

ilCliliL 
'HEhBERG 

S1Vl!;LL 
E".i>: G.LLHART 

BRATTON 
}ltLLEN 
hln'::S'::.E 
llli .. -lHON 

OPERATI()i:~S DTJTY OFFICER 
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NISSION 
S.h. 55 

" 
~JORh.ING 661 C BIRLlS () .. 

h.BE SANH >;. 
",. 

It 

S.H. 55 
" 

WORKING VIR1:'. 

B.E. 55 
" 
" 
" 


