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MALINE MEDIUM "jLIC(“"lui SQUATRCE 262
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 3¢
1lst Marine dircraft Wing, FMF lacific
{ F<0, San Francisco, Califcrnie 96602

From: Commanding Officer

To: Ccmmanding Officexr, Provisional Marige sircraft Group 39

(attn: B-3)

Subjs Commsnd Chronology, Period 1 fugust 1968 o 31 August 1468

Ref: (a) GruO 5750.1B

Encl:wf(l) Gommand Chronology
—{(2) Flight Schedules

1. In accordance with reference (a),
are hereby submitted,

2, This letter becomes UNCLASSIFISE upon removal of enclosure ).
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 262
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 AUGUST 1968 TO 31 AUGUST 1968

PART T CRGANIZATTIONAL DATA
PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY AND OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

PART IIT SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

ENCLOSURE (1)
M\ (7 vk N TELA
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QRGANI ZATION DATA
1. Qrgenization Data A

a, Comanding Officer Melvin J, STEINBERG LtGl 1-31 fAug
b, Executive Officar Leo J, IHLI Major 1-~31 Aug
¢, Operations Officer Donald S, WAUNCH Major 1-~7 lug
do Logistics Officer Herman C, BROWN Major 1-31 Aug
e. Personnel 0fficer Mervin R. NELSON Major 1=31 fug
fo Aviation Safety Officer Hermen R, BOLEN Major 1-9 [lmg

Harvey E, BRITT Major 10=31 Aug
g, Intelligence Officer Donald L, TEMPLETON Cept, 1-31 lAug
h, Mainienace Officer James A. WELLS Major 1~-31 fug
i, Sergeant Major . Mexander J. SONGRANT 1stSgt 1~31 fug

2. Task Orpanization and Unit Tocation

MATINE MEDTUM HELLOOPTER SQADRON 242

Provisional Marine fircraft Group 3, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
RIF Pacific, FPO, San Francisco, Galifornia 96602

Quang Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, 1-31 fugust 1968

3. Lverage Monthly Strength of Squadron

Naval fviators _ Alr/Ground Officers
50 ‘ 5
Bnlisted Naval Officers
178 1

4o Important Visitors to the Squadron

General Leonard F, CHAPMAN Commandant of the Marine Corpy 6Ghugéd
LtGen Tobert E, CUSMAN, Jr, Commanding General, III MA Glugés
MajGen Paul J, FONTANA Deputy ommanding, General, MiPamc 22Mugés
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po NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT LVENTS

During the month of August, HMM-~262 supported three (3) operat;ons.
Lancaster II, Scotland II, and Kentucky. )

Lancaster II was the main operation supported by HMM-262, This
operation accounted for €03,0 flight hours. While flying Lancaster
IT, HMM-262 lifted 7317 troops and 550,2 tons of cargo for a total
of 3025 sorties, In further support of this operation, HMM-262 suc-
cessfully completed numerous med—evac missions. ’

4lthough Operation Scetland II had been temporarily terminated on
6 July 1968, it was again opened on 26 July 1968 with the main oper-
ating force being TASK FORCE H. During dugust, HMM-262 flew 168.4
flight hours in support of this operation carrving 1328 troops and
260,0 tens of cargo for a total of 900 sorties.

Operation Kentucky accounted for 87.6 flight hours for the month.
4 total of 714 troops and L7.7 tons of cargo were carried for 357
sorties during this period,

Operaticns this month were not noticeably hampered by bad weather,
however one enery rocket attack against Quang Tri Air Field account-
ed for seven aircraft damaged by shrapnel on 23 August.

HMM-262 flow a total of 1411,8 flight hours during the month,
with an average of 0,6 flight hours per a2ircraft commander,

OPERAT TONAL HIGHLIGHTS

6 August 1968 - HMM-262 events 6-5 and 6-6, led by Captain R. HERBERG,
Jr., had been working the afterncen on 3rd MARDIV
reccen team insertion and extraction missions. At
1615H, 6~6, flown by lstLt M, I, MULLEN, was in his
landing approach to insert the last of the teams (four
men) into YD015355 when the crew chief, Cpl B. J.
HANCHETT, reported taking autcmatic weapons fire,

Lt MULLEN executed an immediate wave off at which time
his number cne engine was knocked out by the cnemy
fire, Duc to the lcad, It MULLEN was unable tc remain
airborne and was forced tc land in densely| forcsted
enemy territory. After stripping the aircraft of guns

; and destrcying the radios, they radioed 6-5, utilizing
the recon team§ radio, to meot them at a river apprae-
imately 100 meters te the west for a rescue attempt,
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9 Angust 1968 -

10 August 1968 -~

14 August 1968 -
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With the enemy in pursuit, the crew and team wére
forced to lcave the hecavy weapons and radios behind
or chance capture, Capt, HERSERG in 6-5 ¢killfully
plucked the crew and team from wmid-stream of the
shallow but swift river while under enemy fire, 4l-
though 6=5 rceceived several hits a successful rescue
was accomplished.

Even though 6~6 received Alpha damage, its crew and
the recon team escaped with minor injurics, ETI=-3
(6-6) was destroycd by fixed-wing later in the
afterncon,

At 1100H cvent 6-7, flown by Captain 5. C. SNEAR, re-
ceived enemy small arms fire from the vicinity of
XD877616 while exccuting a priority extract of a rocen
team, The extract was completod howover, withcut
battle damage to the ajrcraft,

170Nl event 6-1 and 6-2, piloted by 1stlt B. B, COLE
and 1stLt K. F. VAN WINCKEL,; wore flying reccn team
inserticn and extracticn missions. After having com-
pleted threc team insertions, the flight was diverted
tc execcute an emergency oxtract of a team which had
been inserted carlier at XD89831), It was determined
that the team was surrcunded by the enemy but radio
centact could not be established for approximately one
half hour. A~After cstablishing contact the team was
successfully cxtracted without injury to perscnnel or
damage tc the aircraft.

At 1945H cvent 6-10, piloted by 1stlt J. B, DUCKETT,
while executing an emergency extract of a recon team,
roceived small arms fire in the vieinity of YD13L74L7.
The oxtraction was successful hcwevor, without in-
jury or battle damage,

At 1100H, HMM-262 events 6-1 and 6-2, flcwn by 1stlt

J. B. DUCKETT and 1stlt J. C. O!CONNOR, were launch-

ed te execute an emergency extract of 3rd MARDIV

recen toam FAIRLANE which had made contact with the ,
encmy and had received one WIA. 6-1 entered the pick-
up zone northwest of Vandergrift Combat Base (XD893587)
escorted by two WMO-6 UH-1E gunships and with fixed-
wing support on station should they be required,

The LZ had been beoby trapped with command detcnated
CLAYMORE mines but which werc disarmed by the reccn

L
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16 August 1968 -

team pricr toc 6-l's entry intc the zcne. 6-1 re-
ceived sporadie small arms fire in the zone but the
extract was completed withcut further injury tc per-
scnnel or damage tc aircraft,

At 1130H event 6-1 through 6-L, flown by Major He E.
BAITT, 1stlt B. B. COLE, l1stLt W. J. BYRNE, and 1stlt
Jo. B. DUCKEIT respectively, were crdered tc conduct

an emergency troop lift of L-3/4 from 3/L base pesi-
tion at XD937410 to reenforce I-3/L at XD896376 which
was surrounded by NVA. 6-1 received intense small
arms and autcmatic weapcns fire from the scuthwest and
west of India's position at a range cf about 250 meters
wiaile in his apprcach to the LZ,6-1 received several
hits while debarking troops in the zcne. The remain-
der of the flight returned their trcops to 3/L base
position (ED937410) tc await artillery and fixed wing
prep of the approach route and area surrounding I
Companys LZ, At 1530H a second attempt was made to
reinforce I Gompany, but the zone was still recelving
intense sma2ll arms, autcmatic weapens, and morter fire.
The missicn was again postponed until a further prep
by artillery and fixed-wing cculd be acccmplished. A&t
1630H a third attempt at reinfcrcement failed due te
continmued intense enemy small arms and merter fire in
the zone,

Between the first and seccnd attempts tc reinforce I
Cempany, 6-1 coenducted an emergency insert of a squad
%o provide sccurity for a UH-1E gunship which bad-
boon downed by anaiy fire at X025534 ‘.

At 1700H 6-3 and 6-4 (a different 6-3 and 6-L timn
those listed aboves; these events flown by Captain

A, F, DAVIS and 1stlt P. G. KNESE), were ordered on
an emergency resupply and med-evac missicn for I Com-
pany. 6-3 rcceived small arms and automatic weapons
fire while entering the zcne with fced and water re-
supply, and while in the zone awaiting the lcading

of six emergency med-evacs. The emergency resupply
to I Company was supposed tc have been ammo but it
appears that the Vandergrift ISA inadvertantly lecad-
ed the aircraft with focd and water. The pilets

were nct aware cf this fact since the lcads were
carried externally. 6-=3 received numercus hits,

cne c¢f which inflicted mincr wcunds on cce-piloet, 1stlit
C. E, MARTIN. The weather at the time of this missicn
wo.s approximately 200 feet ceiling and cne-half mile
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visibility in rain, 6-3 was escorted by three MO.6
UH-1E gunships (events 4~1, 4-2, and Med-Evac Chase),
without whose fire support the emergency mission could
not have been accomplished,

At 1730H, 61 (Major H, E, BIITT) coordinated and di-
rected artl.llery and fixedewing support fires around

I Company's position in order to facilitate his entry
into the zone for the purpose of picking up emergency
med-evacs, 6-1 entered the mone and picked up five
med-evacs, While departing, the airecraft received nume
erous small arms hits in the aft pylon section and cone
sequently, loss of transmission oil and hydraulic fluid
resulted in a forced landing at 3/4's base position,
6-2 subsequently lifted the med-evacs to Vandergrigt
Combat BaSee

At 1900H, 6-2, now leading a flight of three CH-46's
subsC-quent to 6-1's forced landing, was ordered to an
emergency resupply of armmo to I Companys position. With
darkness fast approaching, 6-2 (1stlLt B, B, OOLE) brief-
ed his two escorting UH-1E gunships as to zonc location,
enemy situation, and best approach route. When an
artillery "Check-Fire" was received at approximately
1930H, 6-~2 made a dash for the zone to drop his externanl
load of ammo, Intense small arms and automatic weapons
fire was received during the approach, while hovering

in, and departing from the zone, 6-3 and 6-4 made single
plane approachs and cargo drops in turn and both received
heavy fire. . Bach aircraft returned .50
caliber machine gun fire while the WMO=6 gunships sup-
ported them with their 2,75-inch rockets and 7,62 machine
guns, With limited battle damage to the aircraft, the
emergency resupply was successful,

HMM-262 flight crews performed exceptionally well in
spite of poor weather conditions, the enemy situation,
and long hours, Most crews were airborne an average of
seven hours during a period which commenced with a

0530H wake up and ended with a 2030H shutdown upon return
to Quang Tri Air Field,

At approximately 1300H events 6-3, 64, and 6-5 flown

by Major D, S. WAUNCH, Captain J, V. BREWSTER, and 1stLt
J. B, DUCKETT respectively, completed without incident,-
a 1ift of 165 troops of M-3/4 into XDB84382 for the pur—
pose of reinforcing I-3/4 positioned at XD896376, Refer
to the highlight of 16 August 1968 above, Four W0-6
UH-1F gunships werc utilized in support of this mission,

At approximately 130H event 6-3 flown by lstLt J. G.
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0' MNNOR, and yorking off o roddh’ team insert/extract
mission, paecived intanse small arms firc while attempbe
inis*oo Heoyy o team ot XDD454P6, Tho aircraft took two
-hifs, one of vhich diabled thg aircraft, Ouly by dis-
.+ Dleying 8kill and calmness was Lt O' COMNOR able to retwn
;&7  tho aircraft to Vandorgiifi Combat Base where emergency
- repairs werc made enabling-the aircraft to be flown to
Quang Tri Mr Fiold: "

19 fmgust 1968 w At DYOOH In support of Operation Kentucky II, a division
.. -ificluded in a joint PMAG-39/MAG-36 flight, and flown by

- MajJor H, C. BROWN, 1lstLt R. W. EAKIN, Captain W, R. BRYAN,

and Major D, S, WAUNCH respectively, lifted clements of

1/2 from pickup points ¥YD283665 and YD325646 to drop

zones YD10746, YM06757, and YMO7737, The zones had

! been preped by B-52 bombers and artillery prier. to in-

’ sertion, All aircraft in the flight received small arms
~and automnti¢ weapons fire during the 1ift-in of 242

: troops., None of HM-262 alrvraft recelved hi ts, u '

At approximately 1100H, immediately following completion
of the troop lift, event 6-3 (event 5-5 as designated by
PMAG-39 while participating in the 1ift) was divortdd:
for the purpose of picking up emergency med-evace from
the position of Frospective 14B at YDL30727, northeast
of2Cn Thicn, Te pllot, Major H. C. BROWN, supported
by two UH-1E gunships of W0-6 made threc approaches to
the zong, the first two requiring wave-off duc to enamy
fire andrloss of contact with the uwnit on the ground,

On the third attempt, Major BROWN was successful at get-
ting into the zone and picking up three emergency and
three priority med-evaes, While on the deck encemy mor-
tars and small arms fire was rcceived in the zonc but
the mission was compldtel vith 6riyimnor ottle damage,

During the afternoon at approximately 1430H events 6-3
through 6-6, this time piloted by Major H. E. BRITT,
Captein R, E, DARGER, 1stLt B. B, OOLE, and 1stLt M, L.
MULLEN respectively, 1ifted clements of 2/9 from Vander-
grift Combat Base to YDO7707 in conjunction with the
above described operation, ‘

e
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At 1530H, 6-3 through 6-6 working in a joint flight with
HMM=1 6l commenced & retrograde 1ift of 1/2 from LZ8s at
Y 27772, YIML37758, and YIL77607, At YTM77607, 6-3 ro-
celved battle damage from incoming cnemy artillery., The
blast concussion tipped the aircraft sideways causing -
the rotor blades to strike the ground, Suspecting severe
demage, Major BIITT shut the aircraft down., BEvent 61
vhich had joined the flight,and flown by Ceptain R, E,
DARGER was approaching o land when an immense explosion
occurred directly beneath the aircraft. The aircraft
buckled, plumeted to the ground, and burst into flames,
The pllot and co=-pllot were med=cvaced to Quang Tri, the
pilot seriously injured and the cowpilot lstlLt K, I-.
BRAILEY critical, The status of the crew chief and two
aerial gunners, Cpl T. A, HOFFMAN, Cpl J. W. HUTCHINSON,
and Cpl P. C, MILES, could not be dotermined at the time
and not until the fa]]mrlufs day soie thay dabormlnod
definitly KILA,

During the attack, 6-3 was inspschod by the pilot and
cecw chief who determined that it was flyable, The ,
aircraft was flown to Quang Tri /Adr Field without further
incident, A load of troops was flown out of the zone
under artillery fire in 6-3 on departurec.

One other aircraft had been damaged during the artillery
attack bringing the'IMM-262 damage total to two alrcraft
reparably damaged and one destroyed.

Four HMM-262 aircraft, in flight with four IMM-16€l, two
HM-364, and threc WO 6 aircraft, took part in moving
clements of 1/2 and 2/9 from TIL 28750 to YDL28672, This
1ift wes hampered someyhat by incoming ciomy artillery
in the vicinity, but the 1ift of 210 troops was completed
without casualties or damage o aircraft,

HMM-262 aircraft received cnemy fire on three separate
resupply missions, Events 6-5 flown by Major M. Q.
NELON, and 6-6 piloted by Captain K, F. VAN WINCKEL,
received mortar and small arms fire while executing re-
supply drops at XD885362 and YDD25645 at 1530H and 1915H
respectively,

Major V. E, HOBBS and Gaeptain J, V. BREWSTER, flying .
6=3 and 6.4 respectively, received small arms fire while
delivering a emergency resupply of ammo to A-1/9 at

YD0 26646 at approximately 2000H, No injury or damage
was reecived, =
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24 Mugust 1968 ~ At 18H, H¥M-262 events 6-1 and 6-2, flown by Major

H, E, BRITT and 1stlLt W. C. COBGET, worc launched with
the mission of exceuting an emcrgeney extract of 3RD
MARILY recon team "Tonder Ronecho " which was undor heavy
attack at YO181682 (6 milos Ii.W. of Dong Ha). Shortly
after agsigment, tho nission was changed to an cmer—
geney insertion of First Platoon, D-1/1, The platoon
wis to be lifted from C=2 (YIL29672) into the position.
of the raoron team under attack, £t 19%H on thelr first
attempt to enter the drop zone, 6-1 and 6-2 worc takon
under fire by four 12,7-m7/,50 caliber automatic wea-
pons, 6-1 and 62 aborted their approaches until fixed
wing and UB-1E gunships could cover the inscrtion, At
this time, the ground unit was taking enony mortars and
intensive small erms fire in the zono, A

At 2000H, 6.1 amd 6-2 gwecuted their second approach and
londing, The WO0-6 UH-1E gunships wcre unable to cover
all. the cnemy fircs which were coming from threc sides

- of thc zmone, amd fixcd wing support was not available,
6.1 and 6-2 took mortars and intonse small arms fire
wile in the gne, 1stLt GOBLE sustnined three WLA
among his crew and there were tw WIL among the troops
while still aboard the aircraft during debarkation, The
intense fire alsc resulted in the loss of one ongine on
Lt COBLE's aircraft, 6.1 and 6-2 nmade a Successful trip
to C-1 at which time, approxinately 2020H, all persons.
aboard 6-2 except Lt GOBLE and his crow chief, LCpl M, G,
KERLING, were transforred to 6-1, Lt GORLE thon exo-
cuted a vartical take-off on single cngine and returncd
to Guang Tri fAdr Ficld with €-1, Lt QOBLE was the first
mown pilot to acconplish such a feat in the CH-46 under
cornbat conditions,

At 0/0H, after volunteering o continuc on the mission,
Lt COBLE obtained a different aircraft and crew and ro-
R ‘ -turned with 6-1 to resume the 1ift,

; _ At 20550, Lt CORLE's aircraft crashed (balicved to be tho

: - result of encmy fire) while in on approach to C-2, Opor-
ating under the light of artillery illumination missions
fron C-2 and A-4, Mcd-Evac aireraft of HMM-161 cvacuated
a1l crewnen aboard, ' -

At 2130H all helicopteors wore oréered out of the arca in
order that UM's which worc comlng south fren the IMZ
cast of L4 could be taken under fire,

At 2230H, ‘throo HMM-262 aircraft, flown by Major Ho E
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BRI TT, Major D. S, WAUNCH, and €aptain W. I BRY/T,
rosumod the 1ift from C-2 to YD181682, Intensc cnemy
nortar and smell arms fire was still being received in
the zone and at 2330H, Major BRITT in 6-1 oxecuted the
ovacuation of 12 cnergency WIA's from the gone, Also,
at approximatcly this samc time, Major WATMCH had ro-.
ccived serious battlo damage and was returning to basc
for anothor ailrcraft,

&t 3350H, due o contlnua.ng intensc onemy fire in the LZ
HMM-262 pilots involved were ordered to attampt no fur-

,
rd
g

- ther troop lifts into the sone and to return to Ouang

Tri AMr Ficld to stand-by.

The rosults of this mission in terms of injury and danage
to HMM~262 perscnncl and sircraft are as follows:

2 oW

6 WL

1 ldrecraft destroyed

3 AHircraft battle danaged

IMM- 262 aircraft had inserted 95 troops and ncd—(,vaoed
12 prior to termination of the 1ift.

At approxinately 0’745}19 events 6-5 and 6-6, flown by
IstLt Re W, EAKIN and Captain W, S, ENGLEHART, were
sucecessful in cxecuting an amergency extract of recon
toan "Tender Rancho" from YPBI81682, The mission was
acconplished with the support of threc Ul~1E gunships

of W0-6, Iecny small arnms fire was reccived in the zone
but no injury or danage wos sustained, Refer to high-
light of 24 August 1968, '

Lt OQSOH, IMM-262 events 6-1 through 6-4, flown by Major
V. B HOBBS, Captain R, G. CAITADA, Captain B. B, QOLE,
and Major M., R UELSON rospectively, wore cxecuting a
tactical 1ift of I-3/4 and K-3/4 fron 3/4 basc position
east of Kho Sanh (XD937410) to a position southeast'of
Kho 8anh (XD984395), A1l aireraft had reccived fire on.
their approaches into the drop gzonc but only nminor danage
had been'sustained until 0950H when Captain OLE in 6-3
reecived intense fire during his approach, The aircraft
was sovercly danaged but through skill, Captain (OLE was
able to return to Vandergrift Combat Basc .and shut down,

The aircraft had received hits in one blade spar, the
syne-shaft, fore and aft flight control cable, and the-
controls closct where one hydraulic flight boost»sy*a‘beﬁ .

10
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29 August 1968 -

-

was shot away, Ton to fifteon rounds cnterced the cabin |
socetion and ane round ontercd the eockpit, During shut
down at Vandergrift, the control cable which had beon

‘hit, gave way completoly. Had this happened in flight,

the holicopter would have been uncon trollable,
Iherc were ne injuries to personncl aboard the aircraft,

At. 1915H while attenpting a priority extract of‘ a 3rd
MARIIV rceon tean from a positicn north of Vandergrifd
Combat Base (XDP€L582), cvent 6.1, flown by Major J. 4,
WELLS, rcccived sporadic small ams fire., Scveral
rounds hit the aircraft at which time Major WELLS ox-
pericnced powor fluctuation on oneo cngine and an apparant
loss of ongine oil pressure, 6-1 was forced to land in
a sceure arca south of the LZ at XD983547 where the
aircraft was left overnight until repairs could bn nadc
the following day, '

Pollowing Major WELL's fire incidont, the extroct rils—
sion was cancoled because the recon tc»zms pos:L’chon
appearcd to be rdlakively secure for the night.

T

mcuoswE (1)
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SEUEITIAL LISTING OF SIGIFICAIT EVAITS

l. Personnecl

a, Transfers to MMM-262 - 3 officors, 23 enlisted
b, Transfors from HM-262 - 2 officers, 27 enlisted

¢, Promotions to prescnt rank:

Gaptain Andrew B, BRATTION, III 19 lmgust 1963
Coptain Willian R, BYRUE, Jr, 19 ‘mgust 1968
Coptain Brascal B, OLE, Jr, - 19 fugust 1968
Captain Xont F, VAN WINCKIL 19 Afugust 1968

Corporel Robert W, MILLER 1 lugust 1968

2. lLwards

a, Distinguished Flying Cross
STEINBERG, Molvin J, Ltlol 6 August 1963

ke Singlec Mission . Air Medal

STEINBERG, Mclvin Je L&l 11 August 1968
HARRIL S, Gerald G, S8¢gt 11 Lugust 1968
CAUBLE, John B, Jr, Sset 11 August 1968

G, Jdr Medal (Strike/Flight Lward)

DOBBS, flbert D, LCpl 1 August 1968
MURPHRRE, Jomes 4, GySgt 7 lugust 1968
QOUDRIGHT, Ernest GySgt 7 hugust 1968

de Good Conduct Medal

FLORES, Sarwuel J, Cpl 3 Lfugust 1963
EARNHART, James A, Cpl 6 Mugust 1968
DUNCAM, Michacl E, LCpl 28 fugust 1968

c, OCombat lircrew Wings

MURPHREE, - James A, GySgt - 7 Mugust 1968

UDRIGHT, Ernost' GySet 7 hugust 1968
PERRAULT, Goorge B, LCpl 23 fugust 1968

12
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3. Casualties

IEI_M_E.:. L RANK ) TP R m;'L‘E CHBUR Ve
MARTIN, Charles E,  1stLt WA (minory 6 hugust 1968
MULLEN, Michael R,  1stLt WIA (minor) 6 lugust 1968
HUNGIETT, Ben J, Cpl WA (minor) 6 hugust 1968
LOGAN, Wllian M,  Cpl WA (minor) 6 August 1968
KRAUSE, Gunter K, L.Cpl WA (minor) 6 fugust 1968
MARTIN, Charles B,  1stLt WA (minor) 16 August 1968
BENZEL, Rickic G, LCrl WA (minor) 16 August 1968
MAYNE, Stephen W, LCpl WA (minor) 16 lugust 1968
HOFRMAN, Terry A, Crl KILA 19 lugust 1968
HUTCHION, John W,  Opl KIA 19 fugust 1968
MILES, Patrick G, Cpl KIA 19 August 1968
BRAILEY, Kennoth I.. 1lstrnb © WIA (modmemmnod) 10 Iugust 1962
DARGER, Mockey E. Capt. WIA (minor) 19 Mugust 1962
NELSON, Marvin R, Major WA (minor) 19 lugnst 1948
M-URPHREE‘ Jomea A Oy @k WLA (mj_nor) 19 lugust 19<s
STALSBY, Frankie LCpl WEA { et e ey 1O Amgerar KOG
NEQUETTE, Thomas M, 1siLt WA (mirior) 2/ fugust 1968
FLLIS, David W, Cpl WA (minor) 2/ fugust 1968
HEALING, Nicholas X. Cpl WL (minor) 2/ fugust 1968
PRAGUE, James A, Cpl WIL (minor) 2/, Magust 1968
NASSER, Raymond E, LCpl WLL (minor) 2, lugust 1968
GOELE, Whodruff C, 1stLt WA (med-evaced) 24 fugust 1968
WIATT, Charles I, 1stLt oW 2/ Migust 1968
IYLAND, William P, LCpl j30) VA 24 Migust 1968

4o Toenlistments

None

su &fety, Lictod v<Bow oro bhe ~dimorafd dpoidontd and Fucidon b for
the month of August 1968:

Ground Accidents— None
Ground Incidents ~ Due to Enemy Lction 7 Echo
Air Accidents —~ Operational None
Mr Incidents - Due to Enemy Action~ 3 Alpha
2 Charlie
3 Deltn
11 Echo
Ihjvc-y bo DowmemadnT e el e - e LT Ty
2 Major
3 XTA
2 oW
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Q Logistics :

- Due to a critical situation in the supply of aireralft repair parts
and engines for the (H-46D, the Conmanding Officer was forced to report
this squadron non-combat ready on 9 August 1968, On that day, MMM-R62
1listed 39 essential repair parts and 11 T58GE=-10 engines which had not
been received and whthout which seven aircraft were grounded, There
were 13 aircraft down for normal maintenance and six in overhaul which
left one aircraft operational out of 27 assigned, At thet time it wes
determined that through cannabalization and other emergency measures,
MMM 262 could have made available only elght aircraft,

Between 9 August and 31 August 1968, the squadron has been able %o
maintain an average availsbility of eight aircraft per day; this being
the result of a reduction in aircraft down for normsl maintenance and
not as a result of relief from the critical supply situation, On 31
August 1968, the following situation existed:

a, 6l essentisl repair parts asnd 11 engines required but not
received - nine aireraft grounded,

b, Tour aircraft in overhaul, : n
¢, Three down for normal mainténnncec
d, Ten aircraft operaticnally ready,

Due to the above described conditions, the Tesidual combat capability
of HMM-262 is considered, at the present time, to be 50 per cent of that
of o fully combat ready WML, ‘

Appendixes A and B contain reporks gf holo awvai 'Labi];l"cy and essential

repair parts outstanding for 9 August and 9l iungust 1968,

7. Intelligence

August proved to be a month of increased enemy activity, ®weng Tri
Mr Field recorded one rocket attack consisting of 8-12 rounds of 12w
rockets on the 23rd of August. HMM-262 had several aircraft damaged
from shrapnel but sustained no casualties,

B4~ 262 had o total of 49 fire inciderte during the month with 19
sdroveft taking nits, We had three aircraft completel® dee-btvvoa er o
result of small arms, automatic weapons, .30 caliber and artll]..ery fire,
M1 hits were taken éither approaching or taking off from landing zoneso
We had a total of 3=-.50 caliber, 36=,30 caliber, 19 outomatic weapons,
and 34 small arme fire incidents reported, MWM-262's aircraft took a
total of 90 hits throughout the month, The mmber of hits ranged from
1-21, We had 5 mortar and 1 artillery ineidents,
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

/Appmdix A: Helioopter Availability Report for 9 August and
3 Mugust 1968

Appendix B: Listing of NOR(G) (essential repair parts’
Qutstanding} for 9 August and 31 August 1968

t
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ATRCRAFT MAINTENANCE OFFICBR AMN-262
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Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
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