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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPl'EFt SQUADRON 262 
COMMAND CHRONOLffiY 

PART I 

PART II 

PART III 

PART IV 

1 AUGUST 1968 TO 31 AUGUST 1968 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY .AND OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIClI.NT EVENTS 

SUPPORTING ro ClJMENTS 
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t&1T I. 

Q,r~nization Dl~ 

a~ Connnanding Officer Melvin J. STEINB&1G LtCol 1-31 Aug 

b~ Executive OfficEJr Loo J& IHtI Major 1-31 Aug 

c~ Opera tiona Officer Ibliald s. WAUNrn Major 1-31 Aug 

do Logistics Officer Herman c. BroWN Hajor 1-31 Aug 

e .. Personnel Officer Marvin no NELSON Major 1-31 .Liug 

f" Aviation Safety Officer Herman n. BOLEN Najor 1-9 Aug 
Ha.:rvey E.. BRITT Major 10-31 .Aug 

g., Intelligence Officer !bna1d 1. TEMPL E'IDN Chpt" 1-31 kug 

he Maintenace Officer James A. 1rJELLS Major 1-31 Aug 

i. Sergeant Major IJ..exander J. roNCIlf'.NT 1;:; tSgt 1-3l.. Aug 
0 

lliskJ)-.:r.gg.ItizflE-.9.D..J1!lUIni t Lo cation 

M.AIITNE HEffiUM mlit.l.Cl.Wnfl SqJADIDN 26'2 
Provisional Marine fJ..rcraft Group J1~ 1st Marine ldrcraft Wing 
FMF Pacific, FPO, San Francisco, California 96(:02 
Qucmg Tri fJ,.r fuse, Republic of Vietnam, 1-31 l: .. ugust 19EB 

30 l~verage Mon th1:v: Strength 0 f Sguadron 

NaVal Aviators 
4 

50 

Enlisted 

178 

40 Imwrtnnt Visitors to the Squadron 

.A.:irLGround Off'i~rs 

5 

Naval Officers 

1 

General Leonard F. CHAPMi'Ji Chrmnandant of the Marine Chrp~ 6AugES 
l"tGen rlObert Eo CUalMAN, Jr. Cbmro.lJ.nding GenerDJ.., III MAF 6A.ugES 
MajGen Paul J. FONTIJ.NA Deputy Chmm:mding Generula }iM~ 2?lll1g~ 
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E:I.RT II 

I. ~~lRATIVE Sm~~~RY OF SIGtITFICANT EVENTS 

During the month of August, HMM-262 supported three (3) operations: 
Lancaster II, Scotland II~ and Kentuckyc 

Lancaster II was the main operation supported by HMH-262. This 
operation accounted for 603,0 flight hours.. While flying Lancaster 
II J HMM-262 lifted 7317 troops and 550e2 tons of cargo for a total 
of 3025 sorties 3 In further support of this operation, HMM-262 suc­
cessfully completed numerous med-evac missions. 

Although Operation Scotland II had been temporarily terminated on 
6 July 1968, it was again opened on 26 Ju~ 1968 ~nth the main oper­
ati~g force being TASK FORCE H. During .August, HMM-262 flew +~o4 
flight hours in support of this operation carr:ring 13Z3 t.roops and. 
26:>.,0 tc,ns of c::trgo for a total of 900 sorties. 

Operation Kentucky accounted for 87.6 flight hours for the month. 
A total of 714 troops and 4707 tons of cargo were carried for 357 
sorties during this poriod o 

Operations this month were not noticeably hampered by bad weather, 
however one f)nGTr~ rocket attack against Quang Tri Air Field account­
ed for seven aircraft damaged by. shrapnel on 2' Auguste 

HMM-262 flew a total of 1411e8 flight hours during the month, 
with an average of ;006 flight hours per ~ircraft commandero 

OPERATIONt~L HIGHLIGHTS 

6 August 1968 - HMl'IJ...262 events 6-5 and 6-6, led by Captain R. HERBERG, 
Jr., had boon working tho afternoon on 3rd MAfffiIV 
recon te~m insertion and extraction missions 0 At 
1615H, 6-6, flown by lstLt M. H. MULLEN, was in his 
landing approach to insert the last of the teams (four 
men) into YOo15355 when the crew chief, Cpl B. J. 
IL~NCHEJ:T, reported taking automatic weapons fire. 
Lt MULLEN executed an immediate wave off at which time 
his number one engine W9.S knocked out by the enemy 
fire. Due to the load} Lt .HULLEN was unable to remain 
airborne and was forced to land in donselYlfcrcsted 
ene~ territoryo After stripping tho aircraft of guns 
and destroying tho radiOS, they radioed 6-5, utilizing 
the recon team~ radio, to moot them at a river apprQi.­
imatcly 100 meters to tho west for a rescue attempt. 
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With the enemy in pursuit, the crow and team were 
forced to leave the heavy weapons and radios behind 
or chance capture. Capt. HER.3E::tG in 6-5 skillfully 
plucked tho crow and team frem mid-stroam of the 
shallow but swift river while under enemy firo. Al­
though 6-5 received several hits a successful rescue 
was accomplished. 

Even though 6-6 received Alpha damage, its crew and 
the recon team escaped with minor injuries. ET -3 
(6-6) was destreyed by fixed-wing 1ator in tho 
afternoon. 

8 J\ugust 1968 - At nOOH event 6-7, flown by Captain ~i. C. 3NEAR, re­
coived enemy small arms fire from the vicinity of 
XD877616 while ex(~cuting a priority extract of a rocon 
team. Tho extract was complotod howovor!Jo with< . .'u't 
battle damago to the aircraft. 

9 August 1.968 - 170()H event 6-1 and 6-2, piloted by IstLt B. Do COLE 
nnd 1stLt K. F. VAN WINC.K.i£L, wore flying recen team 
insertion and extraction missions. After having com­
pleted three team insertions, the flight was diverted 
to execute an emergency extract of a team which bad 
been inserted earlier at XD898314. It was det~rmined 
that the team was surrounded by the enemy but radio 
contact could not be established for approxim~to1y one 
half hour. After establishing contact the team was 
successfully extracted without injury to porsonnel or 
damage tc the aircraft o 

10 August 1968 - At 1945H event 6-10, piloted by IstLt J. B. DUCKETT, 
while exocuting an emergency extract of a recon team, 
rocoived small arms firo in the vicinity (If YD134747. 
Tho oxtracti0n was successful h~vevorJ without in­
jury or battle damago~ 

14 August 1968 - At llOOH~ HMM-262 events 6-1 and 6-2, flcwn by lstLt 
J. B. DUCKET'l' and lstLt J. C. 0 I CONl\IOH, wore launch­
ed to execute an emergency extract of 3rd W\.lUnV 
recen toam FAIRul~m which had mado contact with tho 
enomy and had roceived one WIA. 6-1 entored the pick­
up zone northwest of Vandergrift Combat Base (XD893587) 
escorted by two VMO-6 UH-lE gunships and with fixed­
wing support on station should they be required. 

The 12 had been booby trapped with command detonated 
CLAIMOIlE mines but which wore disarmed by the recon 
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team prier to 6-1'5 entry intc the zone~ 6-1 re­
ceived sporadic small arms fire in the zone but the 
extract was completed without further injury tc per­
sennel or damage te aircraft o 

16 August 1968 - At 1130H event 6-1 through 6-4, flown by Major H. E. 
BLITT, lstLt B. B. COLE,· lstLt W. J. BYRNE, and IstLt 
J. B. DUCKETT respectively, were ordered to conduct 
an emergency troop lift of 1-3/4 from 3/4 base posi­
tion at XD937410 to reenforce 1-3/4 at XD896376 which 
was surrounded by NVA. 6-1 received intense small 
arms and automatic W8RDonS fire from the southwest and 
west of India 's positi~n at a range of about 250 meters 
w~lile in his approach to the LZ.6-l received several 
hits while debarking troops in the zene. The remain­
der cf the flight returned their troops to 3/4 b1'lse 
position (XD9374l0) to await artillery and fixed wing 
prep of the approach route and area surrounding I 
Company's LZ Q At l530H a second attempt was made to 
reinfcrce I Companyj but the zone was still receiving 
intense small arms, automatic weapons, and morter fire. 
The mission was ~gain postponed until a further prep 
by artillery and fixed-wing cculd be acccmplished. At 
16300 a third attempt at reinfercement failed due to 
continued intense enemy s~~ll arms and mort or fire in 
the zone o 

Between the first and second attempts to reinforce I 
Company, 6-1 conducted an emergency insert of a squad 
t:J provide s'ccurl ty for a Wrl-1E· gUllship whiCh had· 
boon downodby CIDmy fire at xm 2553~ , {. 

At 1700H 6-3 and 6-4 (a different 6-3 and 6-4 too 
those listed above; these events flown by Captain 
A. F. DAVIS and lstLt P. G. KNESE), were ordered en 
an emergency resupply and med-evac mission for I Com­
pany. 6-3 received smnll arms and automatic weapons 
fire 1IThile entering the zone with fccd and water re­
supply, and while in the zone awaiting the leading 
of six emergency med-evacs. The emergency resupply 
to I Company was supposed to have been ammo but it 
appears that the Vandergrift LSA inadvertantly load­
ed the aircraft with foed and water. The pilcts 
were net aware cf this fact since the leads were 
carried externally. 6-3 received numorcus hits, 
one of which inflicted minor wcunds on ce-pilot .. IstLt 
C. Eo MA.RTIN Q The 1ITeather at the time of this misf'icn 
was approximately 200 foot ceiling and cne-half mile 
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~u:!~(!~;"r r" ~~~f,~S'Lll . _ .MJl 1\V;(\~)c0)dl'l." • • 
_ f~~ t."'" Mt visibility in rain. 6-3 was escorted by three \JM0-6 

llli-1E gunships (events ,4,-1, Jv..2, and Hed-Evac Chase)4 
wi thout 'Whose fire sup!X'rt the G1l1.ergency mission could 
not have boen accomplishedQ 

At 1730H, 6-1 (Major Ho Eo BI[ TT) coordinated and di­
rected artillery and fixed-wing SUPlXJrt fires around 
I Q)mpanyl s r.osi tion in order to facilitate his entry 
into the zone for the purlX'se of picldng up emergency 
med-evacs. &'1 entered the zone and picked up five 
med-evacs c While departing, the aircraft received num­
erous small arms hits in the aft pylon section and con­
sequently, loss of transmission oil and hydraulic fluid 
resulted in a forced landing at 3/4's base lXJsition. 
6...2 subsequentlY lifted the med-ewcs to Vandergrigt 
Cbmbat Base@ . 

A.t 1900H9 6..2, now leading a flight of three CH-46' s 
subsequent to &'1' s forced lRnrling, was ordered to an 
emergency rcsupply of arnno to I (};:nIlp.::tny\3 posi tiona 1Ali. th 
darkness fast approa('l1ing, 6-2 (lst;Lt B. B. CDLE) brief":' 
cd his tw escorting UH-1E gunships as to zono location, 
onemy situation, and best approach routee l..Jhen an 
artillery "Check-Fire" was received at approximately 
1930H, 6..2 made a dash for the zone to drop his external 
load of ammo. Intense small arms and automatic weapons 
fire was received during tho approach, while hovering 
in, and departing from the zoneQ 6- 3 and 6-4 made single 
plane approachs and cargo drops in turn and both received 
heavy firo. . • Each aircraft returned .50 
caliber machine gun fire 1Nhile the \JMa-6 gunships sup­
JUrted than 'With their 2c 75-inch ro ckets and 7.62 machine 
guns" Wi til limited battle damage to the aircraft, the 
emergency resupply was successful. 

HMM...262 flight crews performed exceptionally well in 
spi te of poor weather conditions, the enemy si tuation, 
and long hours. Most crows were airborne an avorage of 
seven hours during a period 'Which commenced with 0. 

05))H wake up and ended with a 2J))H shutdown upon return 
to Quang Tri Air F.:i. e1 d. 

17 August 19tB - ll.t appro:x:imately l))OH events 6..3, 6-4, and 6-5 flown 
by Major D. S. 1,JAill>rCH, Captain J. V. BHElJSTEIl., 81ld lstLt 
J. B. DUCKETT respectively, completed without incident,' 
D. lift of 165 troops of M- 3/4 into XI1384382 for the pur­
poso of reinforcing I-3/4 Ibsi tioned at XIf396)76. Refer 
to the highlight of 16 August 19tB a1:xwo. Fbur VMO-6 
DR-IE gunships vore utilized in support of this mission. 

18 fl.ugust 19E8 - ll.t approximately 13))H event 6-3 flown by lstLt J e C. 
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OI OJNNOI\;a.nd wqpking dh .n rGdIi>~:tOOJn insert/extract 
misS;\'0¥.lgJ'bleoiV'ed i~se sma:j.~ tlI'IllS fire while attemp1).. 
in~ to 1nf3qr~ 0. 'too.m. tAt XD145416. Tho aircra.ft'tc>.ok t1olO 

•. ~~1 Qne o·f. which d!lJhlbled thO. aircr~f't. . ~ri1.f by dis­
)·Plo.:ying ek11i and calmness ~s tt O~.OONNOR able to re1iu;rn 

,~#:,,~~. the aircraft to Vandergt:1:ft Combtr1f Base where emergency 
repairs were made enabl;.ing::l.the aircraft to be flown to 
Quang M Air Pi Ql.e-•.... 

...;.:L ---" 
i9.August 19~... At \l9GOH in support of Operation Kentucky II, a division 

·1:f1cluded in a joint PMAG-39;MAG-36 flight, and flown by 
Major H. C. Bro~9 lstLt n. W. ElIlaN, Captain W. R. BRYAN, 
and Major D. S. l,fAUNCH rospectively, l~fted elements of 
1/2 from pickup mints YD283665 and YD325646 to drop 
zones Yml0746, m0tf757, and Ym077J7. ~e zones had 
been prcped by :8-52 bombers and artillery p:t:!l,~r."to in­
sertion. III aircraft in the flight recoi Ve9 Sltinll arms 

. and automflt:i.C \loapons fire during the lift-:in of'.' ~42 
trooPS. None 0 f HMtv1:- '262 D..;.r~rul"t. room ved hits .. {:: . 

. , 

At approximately llOOH, innnediately :follovttng ,.compl!}tf6n 
of the troop lift, event 6-3 (event 5~5 as designlJ:~d'by 
PMAG-39 while participating in tho lift) ws diverted';'" 
for the purpose of picking up emergency med-evaes from 
tho position of Frospecti va l4B at ym 10727, northeast 
ot~Cbn Thien. '1he pilot, Major H. C. BIDvlN, supp::>rted 
by two UlI ... 1E gunships of VMo-6 made three approaches to 
tho zondr tho firs t tliP requiring -wavG-Off due to enemy 
fire and loss of contaet with the unit on the ground. 
On the third attempt, Major BROWN was successf'ul at get,.. 
ting into the zono and picking up three emergency and 
throe priori ty mod-ovaes" While on tho dock enemy mor­
tars und s:m.all arms fire was received in tho zono but . 
the mission was 00,mIft.cjW. .. tn Ot11y,..niinor blttle drunAge. 

During the afternoon at nppro:x:i.nJ.n.tcl..v l/.j.3JH events 6- 3 
through 6-6, this time piloted by Major H. E. BIlITT, 
Captain n.. E. MUGEll, lstLt B. B. roLE, and lsttt M. n. 
MULLEN respecti voly, lifted clements of 2/9 from Vander­
grift Combat Base to ym07707in oonjunction with tho 
above describerl operation. . .-

... 
, . 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

" 

,I!f/,:'r;,:v[, , :, "J-.~c" .-
~! ;1'.]:: ," ," .. ' . ',' -.' 

_f.flS'~Ni~tqv ' • 
At 163QH, 6..3 through &6 wrldng in a joint flight Yi. th 
HMM..161 cor:rmonced Ii retrograde lift of 1/2 from LZ's at 
YmZ7772, Ym3'7758, D.Ild YmnfD7. At YTJJ.nf:D7,6..3 r(;. 
cei ved battle damage from incoming enemy artilleryo 'n'1e 
blast concussion tipped the aircraft sideways causing 
the rotor blades to strike the ground. Suspecting severe 
damage, Major BraTT shut the aircraft do1.oJ!l. Event 6..1 
which had joined the flight,and fio1.oJ!l by Captain n. E. 
DARGElt -was approaching to land 'When an immense explosion 
occurred directly beneath the aircraft. '!h~ aircraft . 
buckled, plUl1mleted to the ground, and burst'into flames. 
'!he pilot and co":,,pilot WGre med-owced to Quang Tri, the 
pilot seriously injured and the co-pilot lsttt K. t. 
BRAJl.EY critical" The status of tho crew chief and tw 
aerial gunners, Cpl T. A. HOFFM1JJ, Cpl J. W. IIDTCHI NSJN, 
and Cpl P. C. MILES, could no t be doterminod at the timo 
and no t un til the fo.J] C)....d . .ng day .. "'l·'~ tJ,'.:of lltiw>.--nd-hot] 

dr>fini t.ly KIA.. 

During tim a t;t£t.<.!1<'.. h-.3 wtlS lI.lspect~-d by' tho plIo t and 
at'cw chief who deteX'nuned that it was flyabloo Tho 
aircraft was flown to Quang Tri Jur F.i.eld without further 
incident.. A load of :troops was flown out of tho zone 
under artillery fire in 6..3 on depc'1rture. 

Ono 0 thor aircraft had been damaged during the artillery 
a ttack bringing the{llMM-262 damage total to tw) aircraft 
reparably damaged and oned.estroyed. 

2D .Augnst 19t8 - Fbur HMM-262 aircraft, in flight with four HMM-l61, two 
JIt.fr.1-3£:4, and threo VM0-6 aircraft~ took part in moving 
elements of 1/2 and 2/9 from Yffi28750 to Yffi2Stf72. This 
lift was hmnperod som~a t by incoming morlY artillery 
in tho vicini ty~ but the lift of 210 troops was completed 
wi thout casual ties or damage to aircrafto 

22 August 19tB - HMM-262 aircraft received Gnemy fire on three separate 
resupply missions" Events 6..5 nown by Major M. Pt. .. 
NELroN~ and 6-6 piloted by Captain K. F. Vll.N )"ITNCKEL, 
recoi vod mortar and small arms fire .trlle Gxecuting re­
supply drops at XllSS5362 and YI:025645 at 153GB and 19l5H 
respecti velyo 

Mn.jor V. E .. HOBBS and Olptain J. V. BIlEhT,sTEn., flying 
6..3 and 6..4 respocti vely, received small ams fire while 
d01i vcring n. Emergency resupply of ammo to A-l/9 at 
YDJ.26646 at approximately ZJOOH. No injury or damage 
lNUS recoi VG~ . 
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24 August 1965 - f:.t 183GB, m:il.1-262 events &1 and 6-2~ flown by Hajor 
HG E. Bill TT and lstLt 1:J. C. OO~T', were launched lJ.i. th 
tho nission of exocuting an omorgon()y extract of .3RD 
MllnmV recan tonn "Tondor PIDll(;ho n VJhich was undor heavy 
attack at Yffi81832 (6 niles H. W. of lling Ha). Shortly 
after assignoont, thQ I.nssion 'WUS changed to an emer­
goncy insertion of First Platoon, ]),,1/1. Tho platoon 
was to bo lifted from C=-2 (ym296'72) into tho PJsi tion, 
of tho rQl~on team undcra ttack.. Jtt 193JH on their first 
attempt to onter tho drop 2lone~ 6-1 and 6-2 wore taken 
undor fire by four 147-mI:l/ .. 50 cnliber aut::mntic won.-
p:ms e 6..;). and 6..2 abortod thoir approaches until fixed 
wing and 1JH.,.lE gunships could cover tho insortiono ht 
this timo, tho ground unit wns taking oneny mort.'ll's and 
intensivo snall ams fire in the zono. 

At 2)OOH, 6,~1 a~d 6-2 ~xecuteJd their second I.tpproach rn1d 
landing. 'lhe V}10-6 m{"':lE gW1shipD WDl'O unnblc to coVer 
aU. the oncny fires which were coning fran three sidos 
of tho ~ono, Dl'ld fixod wing suppor-l( '\.JUs not avmln.bleo 

6...1 and 6-2 t:mk l'1ormrs ruld intense snl1l1 I1mS fire 
1Jlilo ;in tho ~noo lstLt GOBLE BUst-'1inod throe VI[/. .. 
OJr>ng his crow and thore woro tw 1.:r!1~ IJ.T1cjng tho troops 
while still aboard tho aircraft durin.g dcbarkntiono The 
intonso nre also rosul ted in the loS'S of ono engine Oln 
Lt GOBLE's aircraft" 6..1 and 6..2 nndc a. succossful trip 
to C-l nt which tine, Ilpproxil1ately ;;D2)H, tJll persons 
aboard 6-2 except Lt GOBLE and his crow chief

l 
LCpl M. C. 

KEELnTG~ wore transferred to 6...10 Lt GOBLE ttlOn exe­
cutoil a vort! col tako-o ff on single engino D.l1d returned 
to (unng Tri Air Field with 6-10 Lt OOBLE !NUS the first 
1rno"Wll pilot to acconplish such a foat in tho CH-46 under 
cot'_bat condi tions Q 

At 204{)H, after volunteoring"tb continuo on tho rUSSian, 
Lt mBLE obtained a differont circraft and crow and ro-

. turned \J.i th 6..1 to rosunc tho lift" 

A.t 2)55H, Lt GOBLE's aircraft ~'ashod (balievod t:J bo tho 
resul. t of onor:1Y firc) while in .:m approllch to C-2. Opor­
nting undor the light of artillery illurrl.n.'ltion fissions 
fron C-2 and ,1l,..4,Nod-Evac nircr:l.f'l::; of HMM-l61 evacuated 
all cromen aboard" 

At 2l30H all helicopters wore orO.orod out of tho nroain 
order that UFO's which wore coedog south fron tho IlvIZ 
on.s~ of .'1:-4 could bo taken under firo" 

At 223<:lH~threo }Jt.:lM-262 aircraft9 floy.,dl by Major H. E. 
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BrUTT, :Hajor D. So T,U".UECH, Mel C'3.ptain H. 11. BIlYm, 
rosul"lod tho lift fran 0-2 to YDltnE820 Intense onony 
norm and snlIll I1IDS fire was 8 till bain g rocci vod in 
tho zono and at 2330H, Major BIUTT in 6..,1 oxecuted the 
evacWl tion of 12 onorgoncy 1,,[1\.' s fron the zono. 1',1 So , 
at approrina tcly this sane tines Majo r 1.,]AillT CH had ro- . 
cei vod serious battlo dlJ.tUl.go nnd was returning to baso 
for ano thor aircraft" 

, I 

~ 0":ll)OH". due to . continuing intotlSo oncny fire in tho LZi I 
H!:'1H-262 Pl.I6bo involved woreordorod t:> attcnpt no f'ur- I' 

thor troop lifts into tho !llano and to roturn to Qu31'lg 
Tri Air Fleld to stn..nd-bYa 

':rho rosul ts of this nission in toms of injury and d8I1ago 
to HMM~262 pert3Qunc.l nnd sircrai'i; aro as followS: 

2 row 
6 VlI:A 
1 l~rcraft destroyed 
3 !~rcraft bo. ttl 0 danagod 

HMM-262 aircraft">had insorted 95 troops and nod-avaoed 
12 prior to torointJ.tion of tho lift .. 

25 Jb.1gust 19tB. - At approrinately 0745Hp ovonts 6..5 and 6-6, flown by 
l.stLt n. Ho &\IITn and G-'l.ptain W. So UTGLTIlIATIT, woro 
successful in executing an onergoncy oxtract of recon 
toiln "Tender PllU1cho n fran Yffi81tB2. Tho nissian wets 
acconplii:lhod \Ii th tho support of threc UH-lE gunships 
of VMO-6, many snnll nrtlS fire was rocci vod in tho zone 
but no injury or dDnago was sustc'linod" RGfor to high-
light of 24 August 1968. . 

26 August 19tB - At 0950H, HHM-262 evonts 6-1 through 6..4, fiovro by IvInjor 
Vo Eo HOBBS, Olptain It, G~ ctJIll.DA, CapWn B. B. mLE, 
and Major H. n.. nELSJIT respectively, worc executing a 
tactical lift of 1-3/4 and K-3/4 fron 3/4 baSe posi tion 
east of Kho &tnh (XD137410) to a PJsi tion southcast 'of 
Kho So.nh (XD184395).o luI circrtl.ft had rocei vod fire on. 
their approaches into tho drop zono but only ninor danago 
had buen'sust.:uncd until 0950H 1Jhon Captain mLE in 6-3 
roeoi vod intense fire during his approacha Tho aircrnft 
wn,s sevorolY dD.tl11ged but through skill, captain mLE was 
ablo to return to Vl1Dd~rgrift ilinbat Basennd shut c1ovm. 

'Ihc aircraft had roeoi vod hits in ono blade spar, tho 
sync-shaftp foro and aft night control cable, and tho . 
controls closot where ono hydraulic flight ooost sy<3tor1 
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was shot away. Ton to fifteen rounds on tared tho cabin 
scction Qnd one round entered tho cnckpi t. During shut 
doV1l1 at Vandergrift, tho control cable which had boon 

.hi t, gave way conplotolYe Hnd this happened in flight, 
the helicopter 'WOuld have beon uncontrollable" 

There wore no injurios to personnel aboard tho aircraft. 

29 August 1968 - 1l.t-1915H~ while attonpttng a priority oxtract of a Jrd 
MJ'.RIJIV recon toan fron· a FOsl tion north of Vandergrift 
Cbnbat Base (XD1615S2) ~ event 6.1, flo-wn by Major J. A .• 
lNELLS, rocd vod sporadic snall arns fire. Scvercl 
rounds hit the aircraft nt v.hich tino Major WELLS ex­
pcr;ienccd FOwor fluctuntion on ono engine a.nd nIl appm'CIDt 
loss of engine oil pressure. 6-1 'WD.S forced -m land in 
n secure area south of the LZ at XI1183547 whore the 
aircraft was 10ft overl)ight until repairs CQuld bo nnde 
the following daYol 

Following Major l.JELL's fire incidont, the ex:truv'bni­
sian was· concoled bocause tho recon t.'J3r:tS PJsi tion 
appcare::d to be: n~1.at:t 1A:Jly ~.r<; i'o.r the nj ghto 

EtT OLO SUIlE (1)-

11 8M~rIJg~M." 
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PAiLT III 

SEtlU~l'lLJ, L1 STIlTG OF SI mIT F.I: ClJTT EVTilT'T'S , 

1~ P orsonno1 

,; ... ,. 

2 .. 

no Transfers to I-ft.n.~-262 - 3 ~fficers, 23 enlisted 

be Transfers fron I-IMM--262 - 2 officers, 71 onlisted 

Co Pronotions to present rank: 

Chpttun !,illdrew B. Bli.AT'IOlT, III 
Captain Willian rio BYPJTE, Jr" 
Captc1in Brnscol B. COLE, Jr.' 
Captain Kent F. VtJ'T 1:]INCICEL 
O::lrj:Ora1 Ilobert 1,J" MILLER 

Awards 

n. Ilist:in~shod Fl;ti;ng Cross 

STEIHBEl1Gy He1 vin J c Ltebl 

bo Single Mission .f,ir Modal 

STE£HBEll.G, Mol vin J. Ltebl 
HARRI S, GcroJ.d Go SSgt 
CAUBLE, John n, Jr. SSgt 

Co l.:ir 1-1edoJ. ( Strike/Flight I.ward) 

WBBS, lJ.bE;lrt D. LCpl 
MURPI-InJ<:E, Jonos A" GySgt 
OOUDIITGHT9 Ernest GySgt 

do Goo d O:mcJuct 110doJ. 

FLOImS9 ,Sunuel J o Gpl 
EAnHHATIT, Janos Ad Cp1 
DUN CfJT, Hi cha 01 Eo LCp1 

0" Q:JDbn t f.ircrew \,zings 

MUI7PHPlJ'5E, . Jm1es he GySgt 
COUDIUGHT9 Ernest' GySgt 
P ERnf'.UL T, Goorge Eo LCp1 
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19 August 1965 
19 August 1968 
19 August 1968 
19 August 1968 

1 August 1965 

6 August 1965 

11 Lugust 1983 
11 Lugust 19E$ 
11 August 1965· 

1 August 19E$ 
7 August 1968 
7 Augusti~E8 

3 August 19t8 
6 Augus t 19 t':8 

28 August 19t':8 

7 Au gus t 19t':8 
7 August 19t':8 

23 August 1965 



- T'vi![;l: "- .. , ,1,,1 I~.":\.'· -,(I> • 
.... .; l':. '.' v,. (:. ,_ t. 

~ Mfwr4M!m~~l 
3. casuul ties 

NlIME 

MAR'IIN$ Charlos E" 
MULL EN $ Mi ch~Gl' R" 
HAN CHETT, Ber J G 

to GIlN, Willimn. M~ 
KJl.m SE, Gun tor K" 
MAn'JlN, Charles E. 
BENZEL, Rickie C. 
MAYNE, Stephen 111. 
HQ FJiMAN ~ Terry ~ 
HUTCfJI roN, John W. 
MILES, pa. 'tr-ick Co 
BRAI[.EY, Kenneth) .• 
DAnGER, no ckey E. 
N EL SJN l> Mn:rvin n.. 
MUIIPBREF.", 30m",,,, T\~. 
STALSBY~ n-ankie 
NEquETTE~ Thomas MOl 
ELLIS, IB:vid W. 
HEt'lLING, Nicholas K. 
SPRli.GUE, Ja.m.es A. 
NASSER, fuymond E. 
GOa~ "hoodruff Co 
mATT, Charles n. 
l1YLJ'JTD~ l,filli;JJ:l p. 

4" Rcenli s tmen t§l 

None 
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IstLt 
lstLt 
Cpl 
Cpl 
LOp1 
lstLt 
tCpl 
LOp1 
Cp1 
Cp1 
Cp1 
1~-tL t:. 
Gupt. 
Major 
Oo;y-C!o:+ 

LCp1 
lstl,t 
Cp1 
Cp1 
Cp1 
LOpl 
lstLt 
lstt,t 
LOp1 

• 
WIA tmnorr­
WIl~ (moor) 
WIA (r.rl.nor) 
WI). ( moo r) 
WI il. ( mnor) 
WIA (minor) 
1t[A (mnor) 
WIll. (minor) 
KIA 
KIA 
KIA 
WLD. (n<Qr!-t"l'\m_no~) 
1,[ A (Dino r) 
m1\.. ( mino r) 
\ill A ( rome') 
1tfI. t,. (mhl() .-) 

I,ll /1 (rniJior) 
WIll. (minor) 
1NIA (minor) 
iJIl'. (minor) 
Itl[A (r:dnor) 
WIll. (med-evaceo) 
row 
IDl"r 

6 August 19tB 
6 ~'\:ugust 19$ 
6 August 19EB 
6 August 19(;8 
6 .August 1968 

16 August 19EB 
16 August 19EB 
16 August 19ts 
19 August 19tB 
19 lcugust 19EB 
19 Augt1.~t 19tB 
19 .\ugtlst 19Es 
19 f.:ugust 1968 
19 f .. ugust 19-6B 
19 Lugust 19"Us 
,. Q f'I) . ., (!. .. rQ"'" :.J.:;.1 ... 

l bB 
24 Lugust 19EB 
24 August 19tB 
24 l""UguSt 19tB 
24 August 19E8 
24 August 19tB 
24 lmgust 19t8 
24 August 19$ 
24 August 19E8 

5.. So.foty. Ll.",~00 b<:a:u-W' "",,"0- -Ion o "';. ... "" ... o.£' ... 3.T\'<>;tClon-\:J;t· =<1 <:t"Uc:i<k>n-bo £01" 

the month of Augtlst 19t8: 

Ground Acci den ts -- --None 
Ground Incidents - Due to Enemy !.ction...----------7 Echo 
.Itlr Accidcnts - Opera.tionru.---·--------None 
Air Incidents - ilia to Enemy f.ction----------3 J'J.pha 
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:2 Charlie 
3 Do1m 

II Echo 

_ ... ..-. __ :r..rf l-ti'!L_XlI 

2 Major 
3 KIA 
:2 roW 

ENa:.O SUIlE (1) 

88Hf18TINfJt~ 
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6. Logistics 

. ilie to a critical si mation in the supply of aircraft repair parts 
and engines for the CH.-46D, the Commnnding Officer ~s forced to reJXlrt 
this squadron non-combat ready on 9 August 1968. On that day, EMM-1262 
listed 39 essential repair parts and 11 T58GE-10 engines ,Jdch had not 
been received and without Wrl.ch Seven sircraft· were grounded. There 
were 13 aircraft dOl>Al for norm.a.l maintenance and six in overhaul which 
left one aircraft operational out of Z1 assigned. At that time it was 
determined that through cannaba.1ization and other emergency mea.sures, 
HMM-262 could have made available only eight aircraft. 

Between 9 August and 31 August 1968, the squadron has been able to 
maintain an average availability of eight aircraft per day; this being 
the result of a l'eductlon in aircraft do",m for normal maintenance and 
not as a reSult of l'e1ief f"rom the critical supply 81 illation. On 31 
August 19E8, the follovtLng situation existed: 

a c 61. essential repcir parts ~d 11 engines required but not 
reeei ved - nine aircraft grounded., 

b o Four aircraft in overhaul" .j 

Co Three down for normal maintenonce" 

d" Ten aircraft operationally ready .. 

Due to the above desCribed conditions, the -residual combat capability 
of HMM-262 is considered, a.t the present time, to be 50 per cent of that 
of' a. fully oombdt ready HMM... 

Appendixes A and B contain re'!»rt.s of hQ'l.~ Q; .... "'j1.nbill ty and essential 
r~pair pnrts outstnnding for 9 August nnd )l August 19EB. 

7e Intelligence 

August proved to be a month of increased enemy acti vi tyo ~Y\g Tri 
fdr Field recorded one rocket attack consisting of 8-12 ro'l.lPdff of 1~ 
rockets on the 23rd of August. HMM-262 had several aircraft damagM 
from shrapnel but sustained no casual ties. 

H'Mi4-262 had a total of 49 fire :i.nciderrri.;e. -during the month 1Ni th 19 
o:d:r-ore.ft ta.:k;ing hits. We had three roreraft completer:; ilGo-b> .. ",~ o,e- n . 

resul t of small arms\,- automatic veap.Jns, ~ 30 caliber and artil~ery fire" 
JUl hits were taken either approaching or t..'lking off from lan(hng zonsso 
We had a total of 3-~50 caliber, 36-.30 caliber, 19 a.utomatic weaFOns, 
nnd 34 Sllk"1ll arms fire incident,s' reported. ID-1M-262' s a.ircraft took a 
to tal 0 f 90 hi ts throughout the month. The number 0 f hi ts rtmged :from 
1-21Q life had 5 mortar nnd 1.. artillery inc..tdents. 
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j Appendix fl.: 

11l.ppendix B: 

PAnT IV 

SUPPORTING IO CUM~JTS 

Heli 00 pter P.voilabili ty Rep:lrt fo r 9 Au gus t 1Jl1d 
31 August 19tB 

Lis ting of non( G) (essential repair parts: 
Outstanding)for 9 August and 31 August 19(:$ 
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BUNO STATUS i UP N'ORSN N:ORsG NOR1 tWRS REMARKS 

1.54019 

1.54020 

15'4021 

~hO~2.~3-+~~~'~~~'~+-__ +-____ +-~~~-r_~r-)~-+ __ ~~A~U_ .. ~'~~(~:·~:_~'~\_ 

15h02.7 

C 
/41t!iJ; 

A;,&"'.~,.t~~ 

BID MAX FLT 
ALLOH ASON o/H AVAIL SQD IMA MORS NORM· PAR mST AVAIL TIME 

fi!c _vc) f).~1l 1, ~) n 1. as f:,. ;) ,,-,. J ~~~l. ., 

.;;. :NDICA.'IE~ INFOflHATION TO BE CALLED INTO WING EXT 256/266 

* I1IDlCATES MAX. AVAIL. ACFT AND FLT TIME FOR PREVIOUS 24 HOURS 

FLIGHT TIME FOR PREVIOUS DAY -"""~~""')iIlN\'-- . MONTH 

.. 

. ( .~ . 

I, / ~ 
Ii . 
~ I ~. 

AIRCRAFT MAIIIJTENANCE OFFICER HMM-262 
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MlJ«llE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 2.62: 
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 

let Ma.rirle Airora!t Wing, FMFPac 
FPO San Franc;1sco. 96602 

HELICBPER AVAILA.BILITY REPORT: 

DUNO 

J51913-

151942 

151948 

1~1953 

152552 

152556 

J$2551 

152.560 

152.56.3- ~ 

152.565 I 
152566 

152567 

152568 

.:_... I .. 

152.578" 
•. •..• ",.~ ." -. "i'_ 

153.315 

STA'lUS UP _NO~ NOH::ID Nom NUH:5 

. -.' .... , 
~ " ~,' •..• . l .:": 

: r;,'/"i, ,,' ~ , 
.r 

. ~ ~ .• '- . i"" -'. ~ .' .,' 

i 

\ ' 

-. (,-", ..... -. _ \.._ ..... ,~ "'oJ', r'l 

':"/' ~ J." •. ' - ~ ;..;...",:l 

'. I"'"~ . ..; 

~f - "--~" ., .... ~~,.-~-..... - '~~.-...... -.-

I "'1 ( 
( " 

"_~,...J.....,_, • ".'. __ {~'--" •• - .... ' •••• , ......... . 

153.316 ~ .'., 
; ,', 

...... 'I~" .' ~ .••• ~ ... -". ~: - .. ~~ ---' 

153.368 _ 
....... ~-~.-.- ~ ... 
i 

: ~1 
{. '~ 

1534QO 
, _~ .• _, _ . ~,,_ • v," _ ..... ~. , 

,~ 

-, .," .-.~,," ". "'''', "'''-'''''--''''/f,' ',"'''''' 

2_:~ :1Jl7 (~-; ~~~~~ (~-:-:, 
, ... , ... ~"'~ 
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~ MEDIllN HELICOPTER SQUADR~· . 
~sional Marine Aircraft Grou~~ 

1st Marine Aircraft wing l Fr1FPAC­
FPO San Francisco" Cailf. 

96602 
HELICOPTER AVAILABILITY REPORT 

.' ALLOW ./\SGN OiH AVAIL BIn NORS NORM PAR 
SQD Ii.fA 

-,. ;'" ..-.~".q " n --- >.; ~1" " .. , 
' •. -;,,< ""-- ... :. ~.:"e.J ~f.' \."i.¥ 

., Ib-Jj 
" '<W 

. r, .,~, ~ 

ET 'BUNO STATUS UP NORSN NORSG NORM NORS 

1,1913 

1,1942 

.1,2,,6 

1,2,57 

9 152559 

.' • , 51 

TEST MAX FLT 
AVAIL TlllfE 

<f~j 
p., f" 
;;<;iJ' ",,'j) 

\ , 

I 
I 
i 

f 
i 

" ..; r I 
! 

~--i----+---~---+------- ---------, - - ---- ------- ---------~-~----.-'-

4 1,2560 
/"" " 

ft----4----+-----~~__I~---__+_---- c-.----.-:----- .-- -- --.- r---- -:.::..:..------- -----.--~.--

8 1,2563 

~ 152565 
----------- r-----.~. 

. --- ..,.---- _ .. _-_._._--- -- _._-- .... --- -.. - -'--" ------------- _._----_._ ..... :---.----.... ~ 

~:-3-~:-:-:-:-~-~~~~;~--~-~-~--~~-·--~~~ 
i --1------ ~- t 
\-'zo--+--~,.,..----+--+---+-~I-·"-,. { '", ,.,." . I 

I-_~' 1_5_2_57_0_t-__ +_+-_~~_-t __ -+_i' '---1r-----~---.. '---> -'--~~ 
2l. 1,2,74,-, 'i " :,,:~; ! 

12 152,78 -. :1. 1( 
--'-__ .L.,.....~~- _ , ________ •• ~.L..::-.J-.:...-J--...L.----I~--"'-------

J!,..2 
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~UNO. S't. UP l/CllSN· l/~ NOOM • 
.' 

6 153315 
---~---+----+-+""---I---+---I--......jf---------_\ 

7 153316 
! 

16 153368 r+?!.r,\ 
(:.~.) 

19 153372 l~lL) 

22 '153400 lc:tJ 

17 153991 Ji::,4~''"'':. 

il.:";":''' 

13 154020 « 

;: . 

14 154021 

15 154022 

16 154023 

10 154027 

11 154029 

~~? 'lll 
~" 

..,.~ 

~? "11 
tLJ ..... 

1 

f~ ~; 
U, .,.. 

j. 

:l1 

"',)" ';Y 

$~ 

/ 

" -, 
" A 

---t---'---+---~--""--+------lf-----+-----1~--------t--------.-~--.--.--

2 154041 £; 

1 .. 154044 ~') 

!? { > 

.' 

f 
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