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PLRT I

ORG/ANT ZATION DATA

l, Organization Data

a, Commanding Officer Melvin J, STEINBERG LtCl 1-20 Sept
Albert N, ALLEN Ltkbl Z~30 Sept
b, Executive Officer Leo J. IHLI Major 1~-30 Sept
c, Operationsg Officer onald S, W.UNCH Major 1-30 Sept
d, Logistics Officer Herman C, BROWN Major 1-30 Sept
e, Personnel Officer Marvin R, NELON Major 1-30 Sept
fo Aviation Safety Officer Harvey ®, BRITT Major 1-30 Sept
g2, Intelligence Officer Donald L. TWMPLETON Gapt, 1-21 Sept
Richard L. BARTON 1stLt 22-20 Sept
h, Maintenance Officer James L., WELLS Major 1-30 Sept
i, Sergeant Major flexander J, PNCR'NT 1stSgt 1-3C Sept

2. Task Organigzation and Unit Location

MIRINE MEDIUM HELIMPTER SCUADRON 262

Provisional Marine fLircraft Group 39, lst Marine Aircraft Wing
MF Pacific, PO, San Francisco, California 96602

OQuang Tri Mr Base, Republic of Vietnam, 1-30 September 19€8

3. ALAverage Monthlv Strength of Squadron

Naval Aviators Mr/Ground Officers
47 6
Enlisted Naval Officers
180 1

4y Important Visitors to the Sguadron

MajGen Charles J. WILTER Comnending General, 1st MAY 20Septéd
MajGen Arthur H, ADIMS Commanding General, 3rd MAW 27Septéd
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PART IT

NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT RVRNTS

During the month of September, HMM-262 supported two (2)  operations:
Lancaster II and Scotland II; ) :

Lancaster II again, was the main operation supported by MMM-262, This
operation accounted for 645,1 flight hours, %hile flving Lancaster 11,
HMM- 262 1ifted 6970 troops and 34l.6 tons of cargo for & total of B6L,
sorties, In further support of this operation, numerous med-evac missions
were successfully completed, .

Scotland IT with it's main operating force TAK FORCE H, was supported
by IMM-262 in September with a total of 99,1 flight hours belng flown,
1550 troops and 56.3 tons of cargo were carried for a total of 506 sorties
in sunport of this operation,

During two periods in September, scuadron operations were hampered by
bad weather, On 6 Septemher, Tropical Storm Bess passed westward between
Phu Bal and ™ueng Tri, As a result of this storm passage, "uang Tri ex-
perienced heavy rains, low ceilings, and moderately high wind conditions
on 4, 5, and 6 September. The squadron flew only 19,6 hours on the 4th,
B.8 hotirs on the 6th and no flights on the 5th.

On 2, X, and 0 September, "uang Tri again experienced rain and low
ceilings; this weather considered to he associated with the beginning of
the monsoon season, A battalion size 1ift of major importance was post-
poned on the 20th and again on the Mth as a result of the inclement
wea ther,

GHRONOLOGL GAT,  SUMMARY OF TACTICAL TROOP LITTS

DATE NO, TROOPS  CAR®  PARENT UNIT FROM o} NO, AIRCRAFT
2%ept® a, 104 0 34 XI894376 XDB820466 2
XID09 377
b, 120 15 tons =~ 2/4 XDB73445 XDB73428 2
3Septé8 *a, 452 3 tons 1/3 Vandergrift X968 aGL7 4
TSepté8 a, 320 0 1/3 XDO85545 XDD656L5 3
b, 560 1.5 tons 3/9 Vandergrift ¥XDOO0 358 3
c., 0 0 34 XB35445 Venderzrift 2
4, 164 0 1/4 IB6346 Vandergrift 2
9Septé *a, 565 0 3/9 Vandergrift ¥DJI05590 5
: XD903588
10 Septéd a, 123 0 34 XD 937410 XD 95730 2
XD
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13S8epté8 a, 925 7 tons 2/ 4, Vandergri ft XD9B437 4
X9 27442
XD874429
b, 19 1 ton 34 Vandergri £t X0913541.2 4
14Septé8 #a, 181 0 lst Brig YDI115702 YID53672 6
5th Mech Div YID 58 668
178eptl8 *a, AL 0 1/9 Vandergri ft XD9,6685 9
188epté a, 140 0 3/ 4 iB35412 XDO17390 4
b, 148 0 4 XP50390 XIP 35412 4
c, 134 0 3/3 YID85521 YDR79483 2
253epté8 a, 243 0 2/9 Vandergri ft XD910563 3

*asterisk indicates those 1lifts which were opposed. Details of these
lifts are included under Operational Highlights below.

OPERATION/I, HIGHLICHTS

.3 Septemher 1963

At 1215H, events 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, and 6-/4 flown bv Major V, B HORRS,
Captain R, G. CANADA, Captain R, HERBERG, Jr,, and 1lstLt M., R. MULLENM
respectively, launched on a troop 1lift mission, Being supported by two
VMO~ 6 UH-1% gunships and four U, S. Army OPBRL sunships, their mission
was o 1ift C and D Companies of 1/3 from YDY78599, & position north of
Vandergrift Combat Base, into a landing wone at XIPE6L7, approximately
3000 meters northwest of the pick-up point, -

During their first approach into the new wone, -1 and 6-2 were teken
under fire by .50 caliber machine guns, One round entered the lower cock-
Pit of 6-1 causing a small fire. After extinguishing the fire, 6-1 flew
%o a secure area, checked his aircraft for substantial damage, determined
there was none, and continued to fly until completion of the mission,
6~2 had received hits in the aft pvlon and one aft rotor blade but was
able t maneuver his aircraft to a securs zone and shut down, Upon shut
down, Captain CANADL discovered that the main spar of one of his aft
blades had been nearly severed by a ,50 caliber round,

There were no further hit incidents and the mission was completed as
assigned,

6 September 1968

Tvents6-1 and 6-2, flown by Major V. Z., HOBBS and Captain A, F. DAVIS
flew emergency resupply missions in the afternoon hauling supplies from
Vandergrift Combat Base to units in the field. 61 and 2-2 together
carried more than 25 tons of resupply to the outlving units, These units
had received no supplies for the previous two days because of bad weather
during which resupply missions could not he accomplished, The emergency
resupply missions were completed in spite of marginal we2ther conditions
vhich existed throughout the afterncon.
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‘9. Scptember 1966

At approximately 0900, events 6-1 through 6-5, piloted by Captain
A, F, DIVIS, 1stLt M. R, MULLEN, Captain R, HTRBERG, Jr,, Captain D, L.
TAPLEION, and Major M, R, NELON respectivelv, cormenced a 1ift of 565
troops of 3rd Pattalion, 9th Marines from two pick-up points, Vandergrift
Combat Base (VD995490) and Camp Carrol (VID62540), into two landing zones
thirteen kilometers northwest of Vandergrift at XD903588 and D90 3590,

4t 1100H, the aircraft began receiving sporadic small amms fire on
their aporoaches into the drop zones, but the mission was completed 1 the
out injury to personnel or damage to aircraft, Providing cover for the
1ift were four UH-1E gunships of VMO-6,

10 September 1968

While conducting a troop lift, Major D. S, W.UNCH, flving event 6-5,
was diverted at approximatelv 1500H in the afterncon for the purpose of
executing an emergency evtract of a recon team which was in enemy contact,
During his lending approach and while sittine in the pick-up zone,

XD72644, north of Vandergrift Combat Base, 6-5 received heavy small arms
fire but was alle to complete the extract with onlv minor damage to the
aircraft and no injury to personnel.

Later in the afternoon, 6-5 was agein diverted for the extraction of
another recon team which was in contact with the enemy at XDB95465, ten
kilometers west-southwest of Vandergrift. The aircreft came under small
arms fire during the approach and received mortar fire while in the zone
but again the mission was completed with no injury to personnel and only
minor damage to the aircraft,

‘13 September 19068

4Lt approximately 137%0H, while returning from a troop 1ift mission,
event 6-1, piloted by Captain R, ERFERG, Jr., spotted two CHI T HOIS
(VA soldiers voluntarily surrending to the Suth Vietnamese Covernment)
waving white flags as thev walked along Poute 9 at XD919418 (fifteen
kilometers southwest of Vandergrift). After determining that it was safe
to do so, 6-1 landed, picked up the CHI® HOIS, and delivered them to the
4th Marines C,P, at Ca Lu (¥ID09459),

14 September 1968

At 0830H, events 6-1 through 6-6, flown by Major D, S, WAUNCH, Captain
W, S, ENGLTHART, Major M, R, NEILDH, Major J, L. YALLS, Captain A, F, DAVIS,
and Captain D. L. TMMPLETON respectively, conducted a troop lift in support
of the U, S, Ammy 5th Mechenized Division, 181 troops were lifted from f-4
(YDL15702) into two drop zones eight kilometers to the southwest; YDD53672
and YI58668. Sporadic small amms fire was encountered in hoth landing
zones but no hits were recelved,

15 September 1963

Major M. R, NTLOW and Captain D, L. TIMPLETON, flying events 6.1 and
GO SURE (1
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6.2 respectivdly, had besn working Auring the morning on racon tean in-
sartions and sxtractions when At 07057 they were dirscted o executs
emerzency extracits of two fecms which thay had previously insarted tut
widch had come in contact with the oneny. The first toam was to be picked
up at ID. 050412, apviovinately nine llomnters southerst of Vandermrift,
and the sccond, from YD 025335, a pogiiion fiftean kilometors south of
Vandersri £, o fire wes recelved in hoth zones during the respective
extractions, mt the mission was complate” without injury to parsonncl or
danase to airci:aft,

Lt approximatel~ 0918, event %1 was attempting to deliver resupply to
T 2/3at 7D 940530, fifteen kilometers north-northatst of Vancaergri £ Comtat
Bage, TCHO Company had a marsinally suitable rzone for C-406 operations Mut
hed 1ittle choice in sone location or sudtalility hocouses of enemy cctivity
in the aren., yhile attampiing W mansuver the aircraft so as to H» ahle
to drop his ovtermal load, 6-1 struck troes with hig aft rotor “lades and
crashed in tha zone,

Both asrial ~unners alvard the aircraft sustained minor injurinss and
ten persons on the giound received minor injuries es a result of the
shatbered Hades and su»saquant crash,

Ths aircraft yos substantally damaged and had to hs heli-lifted from

the zone afier it had been improved and secured against enemy cetdvity,
The aireraft was 1ifted by a U, 8, Armv €54,

17 Septembor 196

AT 0910Y, MM—-262 launched 9 airveraft In flight with § sircraft of
EMY~161 and 3 from MM-3%4 on a combined, two batialion, troop 1ift of
1/4 angd 1/9 frorm Ven“ergrd £4 Com™t Pase into Landing Yones Pacific
(%D 912857) and C-nada (7D 945 5) rospectivaly, The zonas werc on the
southern hanks of the “en Hai River, approvimatel~ 20 ldilometers north-
northwest of Yancersrift,

Sporacic smell arms and morltar fire was recaived on the initial waves
into each zone Mt there was no damase fo ajrcraft nor injurv to porsonnel.

The zones hac heen prepped earlier in the morning by artillery end
B-52 ombers and Ty fixed-wing abtack alreraft just prior to the indilal
waves of helicontors, CloSe sumoort was provided by &, UM-17% gunships
[ ] il I A b ] Q A

of WO-5 and 1¥L-387.

21 Sentenher 1068

Tvents 6-1 and 6.2, piloted Yy Major L. J. IFLI and GCentain D, L,
TRTL IV, resneetivaly, were flving a resupply mission in the marly
afternoon, At 1345 6-2 wes hit by snay firs, “e had Just delivered
a load of supplics to B- 2/3 at 7D 924626, sixteen kilomaters north of
Vandergrifi, and was on climbout from the zone when he reporied baing hit,
Captein TUPL ¥MUN hroadcast his intenidon to flv the aircraflt to
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a secure areca if possible, Tor rsasons not preciscly dotermined, 6-2
crashed into a dense  jungle mountain side at YNN8, a position
approximately 1000 meters southwest of the landing zone near which he

had been hit, A1l five crewmen, including onc gunner of HeM35-35, plus dhe
rossenger which hod been picked up 2t F Companv' s position, were killed,

At 220H, HMM-262 Med-evac, flown by Captain A, F. DAVIS launched
from Quang Tri on an emergency med-evac mission, The pick-up was to be
4, emergency and 11 priority WIA cases at the position of F - 2/3, the
same position from which event 6-2 had been shot down earlier in the day.
Standing by to support the mission were two UB~1E gunships of WM0-6 end
a flare ship to provide illumination,

Captain DAVIS was given a detalled brief upon his arrival in the oper-
ating area which included information that there had been no enemy contact
since the incldent involving event 62 earlier in the dav but that there
was a 300-400 foot ceiling over the zone, intermittent light ground fog
in the zone, that the zone itself was barely large enough for a CH-46, and
was surrounded on all sides by 25 foot trees,

After considering all factors involved and after insuring proper
coordination with the gunships and the flare ship, Captein DAVIS commenced
his first approach into the zone, Pecause of the high trees, Captailn DAVIS
came to a hover 40-50 feet above the zone and commenced 2 let down, A4t
this point, the med-evac aircraft was taken under fire from two directions
by small arms and automatic weapons and mortar fire was received in the
zone itself, Captain DAVIS continued his let down to a point about 10 feet
above the ground at which time he was wBved-off bv the pround unit because
of increasingly intense fire, '

Orbiting clear of the pick-up wone, Captain DL™IS decided that %the mission
could - be completed if the around unit, the gunships, and his own gun—
ners fired continuous suppresive fire during a second attempt., After the
neccessary coordination, a second approach was cormmenced and this time the
aircraft was taken under fire during the approach itself but Captain DAVIS
was able to continue all the wav to touch down, In spite of hemvy sup-
pressive fire, small arms and automatic weapons fire was receivied contin-
uously while the aircraft was sitting in the 7one and at times <the enemy
mortar fire was so intense that the med-evac hird was obscured from the
view of the gunship pilots, '

After having loaded 4 emergency-and 4 priorities aboard the aircraft,
the ground unit requested that the aircraft depart the zone, Cmptain
DAVIS complied with the request,

Two of the emergency cases were so Serious that they were deelivered
directly to the hospital ship, after which, the remining cases were
delivered to the 3rd Medical Battalion at (uang Tri.

Through Captain DAVIS' courage and skill, this mission was »completed,
and fortunately withoutl injury to personnel or dam2ge to the ai:-rcraft,
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PLRT 11T

SEATNTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVANTS

l. Personnel

2. [ Chango-of-Command ccremonv was conducted cn the flight line of
IMV-262 on 20 September 196 in vhich LtCol Melvin J, STEINBERG was re-
lieved as Commanding Officer by LtCol Albert N, ALLFN, The Reviewing
Officer for the formation was MajGen Charles J. WILTEIR, Cormanding
General, 1st MAW,

Also, during this ceremony, MajGen WILTTER presented most of those
awards which are listed in paragraph 2. below.

b, Transfers o MMM-262 ~ 4 officers, 32 enlisted
¢, Transfers from HMM-262 -~ 6 officers, 26 enlisted

d, Promotion to present rank:

1lsiLt Thomas L. 90 DTRBERG 7 September 1968
Cpl Gerald A, CASE, Jr, 10 September 1963
LCpl *Alliam F. NORTON 10 September 1963

2, Awards

a, Silver Star

C.URLE, John D, Jr, ssit 20 September 1968

HAYDAEN, Thomas R, LOpl 20 September 196

NORTN, Chendois M. LCpl 20 September 1963
b, Distinguished Flving Cross

SNEAR, Samue) C, F. Jr, Capt 20 Septamber 1948

c. Bronze Ster

HAMIC, Gerald G SSgt
HOLLAND, Kenneth ™, SSgt

September 1963
Septamber 1963

By

d. Purple Heart

DARGER, Rocky I. Capt 20 Scptember 1963
MURPHY, William [, et t 20 September 1983
MULL®, Michael R, 1siLt 2 Septamber 1968
MURPHRER, James L. GySgt 2 September 1963
HANCHETT, Ben J, Cpl 20 September 1968
LOGAN, william M, Cpl P Septamber 1968
STALSBY, Frankie LCpL 20 Scptember 1968

‘f"—':q QD&IRE"‘(‘J‘)":r Ay

8 ",;.,t‘;'r.‘
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e fir Medal (Strike/Flicht Award)

BRATTON, Indrew J, III Capt A September 1968
TG EHART, 'Hlliam S, Capt 20 September 1963
TARNHART, James A, Cpl 27 September 1968
KUZLT, Donald X, Cpl 20 September 1968
LIVINGSTON, Norman W, LCpl ) September 1968

f. Cood Conduct Medal

MMOS, Wendell L, Cpl
HILL, C. V, Jr, Cpl

September 1963
September 1968

w B

g. Oombat Airerew 'Angs

BIRNCHAM, Henry B, Sgt 2 September 1968
BRAILEY, Tonald B, Cpl 1 September 1968
JLOB, Charles W, Jr, Cpl 1 Septamber 1968
PETERS, Homer D, Jr, Cpl 1 September 1968
TOMEY, Patrick 4, Cpl 1 September 1968
CARVTR, Malcolm M, Jr, LCpL 1 September 1968
QITTTRIDGE, Glenn L, LCpl 1 September 1968
HAGEIR, Mark D, LCpl 1 September 1968
L/MOREE, Ronald J, LCpl 1 September 1968
MAYNE, Stephen Y, LCpl 1 September 1968
WASSER, Raymond W, LCpl 1 Septamber 1963
PARR, Lyndon R, LCpl 1 September 1968
SHELTURIE, Gary D, LCpl 1 September 1968
3. Cogualties

NAME ANK TYPE DATE

TAMPLETON, IDonald I, Capt KIA 21 September 1968

LAWY, Stanley G. 1stLt KILA 21 September 1968

BERRY, Williem M, Cpl KIi 21l Septamber 1963

FERZAL,, Harold F, Cpl KIA 21 September 1968

BROWNTLL, David R, Set YIA (minor) 22 September 1963

4. Reenlistments

None

5¢ Safety, Listed below are the aircreft incidents and accidents for
the month of September 1968:

Ground Accidents. Hone

Ground Incidents = Due to ™emv fction None

Ar Lecidents - Operational None

[ir Incidents - Due to Tnemy fetion—— . 1 Llpha
1 Charlie

CONFLDENTEAT,
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d In,]ury- to Personnel

6. logistics

HMM-262 remained in a non-com™t ready status during the month of
September, Throughout the month the scuadron meintained an average
daily availahbility of 7 aircraft, of 24 authorized, as compared to 9
per day during fugust, During J.urrust the month in which the squadron
entered1ts technicallyv non-combat ready status, an average of 8 ain-
craft per day were grounded due to a lack of essential repair parts and
T58-GTl0 engines. During September that figure has risen to 9,

The average daily lis%ing of essential repair parts outstanding during
fugust was 45, compared to an averdge of 83 daily in September.

Lis of 30 September, the squadron lists 8l essential ropair parts and
7 T58-GE1O engines outstanding,

4s a result of the critical situation in the supply of aircraft parts,
IMM- 262 has a residual com™at capahilitv which is estimated at 50 % of
that of a fullvy combat readv MM,

7. Intelligence

The month of September saw a decrease in enemy activity throughout
. uang Tri- "‘rov:ane, believed due,.in part, .to inclement wea ther during = .
-a portion of the month, fruang TI'J.:.LJLI‘ Tf‘ield d:Ld not re.éord anv 1noom1nrv k
fire during the month, e

On 17 Septearber, BMM-262 pariicipated in an overdtion into the IM7
which was completed with onl~ ‘minor fire 1nm.dents .and no injury or: -
damage to aircraft, ‘

On 2 September, while flving a resupplv mission, aircraft BT-5 re-
ceived what is believed to have heen intense ,50 callber fire in the
X262 grid square, This resulted in the totsl destruction of the air-
craft and the deaths of five crow memhers and one passenger,

During the month of September we had 21 fire incidents and of this
total we had 9 hits on 4 aircraft, The breakdown of fire received during
these 21 incidents is as follows: (ET-5 incident not included)

1-2 .0 caliber
6 .5 caliber
3 mortar

The friendly situation in September showed increased activity in the M7,
hoth in the sastern coastal area and the northern portion of the LANCASTER
IT Area of OQneration, The nd ARVY Regiment, esocorited by ¥, S. Marine
Corps tanks, struck the eastern M7, Marine forees also invaded the
northern section of L NCiSTER IT, 1n the IMZ, This operation met vith
1little resistance. Several cnches were found, with large quantitfies of
both food and ordnence,

10
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