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MARINE MEDI1n.f HELl (!)P TIm SrJJADFDN 162 
Provisional Marine idrcraft Group 'E 
1st Marine llircraft lang, m~F pacific 
WO, San Franciscx>, Galifornia 96ED2 

From: O::nmnanding Officer 

3: RGP: rle 
o 3J'l330 & 
5 October 19& 

'1h: (bmmanding Officer~ provisional Marine lJ.rcraft Group '39 (Attn: S-3) 

SUbj: Command Chl'Oru;>logy, Period I September 19(:6 to )} Septanber 19$ 

Ref: (a) Grti) 5750.1B 

15ncl: j. 1) Cbnnnand Chronolo gv , 
2) Flight Schedules 1\·! > ;, f; 

\. 

1. In accordance "d.th reference (a), enclosures (1) and (2) are-he'!"eby 
subni tted. 

2. 'Ibis letter becomes UNa:.ASs[F.rED upon removal of enclosure (1). 
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PART I 

PART II 

MARINE MEllUM aTILI COP TEn Sr:'UADIDN 262 
CDrvfr,L'UJ D CJ:IIDNOLO GY 

1 ,sT!P TBMB~ 19 (£ '10 '5J STIP TIr1BER 19 E8 

ORGANIZATIONAL Dl'.TA 

NARRIi. TI VE gJ'llHIlRY 1!N D OP ERA TrONi;!' m: GHLI GHTS 

PART III S:15qJFR'IT1.L LISTING OF mo-NIF.rCANT EVTINTS 
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P1' .. RT I 

ORGI\J'-ITU ... '1!ON Dl'. .. TA 

Or gani?la tiOD :ca ta 

a. Commanding Officer Melvin J. STEINBERG LtCol 
Albert N. lJ..,LEN LtOJ1 

b. Executive 0 ffi cer 100 J. IHLI Major 

c. Operations Officer Ibnald S. 1.ffJJNCH Major 

d. Logistics Officer Hennan C. BID1"jN Major 

e. Personnel Officer l1arvin R. NEI,3)N Major 

f. Aviation Safety Officer Harvey l!:. BroTT Major 

g. Intelligence Officer ronald L. T'BMPLE'IDN Capt. 
Richard L. BAR'ION IstLt 

h. Hain tenan ce 0 ffi cer James I .. 1,JT:I,LS Major 

i. Sergean t 14.ajo r Alexander J. 3)NCRt..NT lstSgt 

Task Organi:z;a tiQ!L~2 Uni t J.o cation 

H:.RINE HEDIUM: HTILI (Dp TTm St:p!.DIDN 262 
Provisional'Marine !...ircraft Group 'f1, 1st Marine l'.:ircraft 1;ling 
FMF pacific, liFO, San Francisoo, California 96€o2 
Cluang Tri .lir Base, Republic of Vietnam, I-Xl September 19EB 

3. Average Monthly Strength of Squadron 

NaVal Aviators ld rl Ground 0 ffi cers 

47 6 

Enlisted Naval Officers 

lEO 1. 

4. Imwrtant Visitors to the Sguadron 

1-:;P Sept 
Zl-Xl Sept 

1-30 Sept 

1-J) Sept 

1-)) Sept 

I-Xl Sept 

I-Xl Sept 

1-21. Sept 
~~~ sept 

1-30 Sept 

1-30 Sept 

MajGen Charles J. 0UILTJl'..R 
HajGen Arthur H. fl.Dtl1S 

Qmnnanding General, 1st MA1:J 2OSept~ 
Commanding General., '3rd Mt..1,.J 27Septffi 
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PART II 

NAR.R1'. 'IT VE OOMMARY 0 F q[ aNI IiI ClIN T ElJ'l!N TS 

Dlring the month of September, HMM-262 sup}X)rted .tw.o {2)' operations: 
Lancaster II and. SCotland" II~ .' 

Lancaster II again, was the main operation supported bv 11Mi'{- 262. This 
operation acCX)unteo for 645.1 flight hours. !"hile flying Lancaster II, 
m1M-262 lifted 8170 troops and 161.6 tons of cargo for a total of 2864-
sorties. In further support of this operation, numerous mad-evae missions 
were successfully completed. 

SCotland II with it's main operating force TA3C FORCE H, was supported 
by EIMM-262 in Septemher with a total of 99.1 flight hours being fiov.n. 
1550 troops and 56.3 tons of cargo were carried for a total of 506 sorties 
in supPOrt of this operation. 

furing t'WO periods in September, scuadron operations "rere hampered by 
bad weather. On 6 Septemher, Tropical storm Bess passed westward between 
Phu Ba1 and !)lang Tri. i.s a result 0 f thi s storm passage, ')lang Tr:i. eJll­
perienced heavy rains, low ceilinf!S, and moderately high wind condi tions 
on 4, 5, and 6 September. The squadron flew only 19.6 hours on the 4th, 
~.8 hours on the 6th and no nights on the 5th. 

On 43, ';9, and )) Sep tomb er, ')lang Tri again experienced rain and low 
ceilings; this weather considered to be associated w.i. t.h the beginning of 
the monsoon season. it battalion si'?e lift of major importance "laS post­
poned on the 29th and again on the "nth as a result of the inclement 
weather. 

CHRJNOLOar Gli.L_ .. §!.lk!tJAR~r OF '1:'AC'IT CAL TroOP LIFTS 

Df~TE NO. TIDO;eS CABill. PARENT UNIT EID!i 12- NO. lURCRl'.FT 

2SeptES a. 104 0 3/4 XW94376 XIl34J466 2 
XD)09377 

b. 1;D 15 tons 2/4 XTJ3734.45 Xt873428 2 

3SeptE8 *a, 452 3 tons 1/3 Vandergrift XD1t8Ql7 4 

7Sept(S a. 34) 0 1/3 XD185545 XIB6561.5 3 
b. 5ED 1.5 tons 3/9 Van dergri ft XwO 3~8 ') 

e. 4)0 0 3/4 Xm35445 Vander'?,rlft 2 
d, 164 0 1/4 xrs634&3 Vandergri ft 2 

9Sept(:S *a. 565 0 3/9 Vandergri ft \''1J;lO 5 590 5 
XD103588 

10 Sept€8 a. 123 0 3/4 XD 93'7410 
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13Septts a. 525 7 tons 

1 ton 

14SeptM '* a. lSI 0 

17Septffi *a. 4£.4 0 

18SepttB a. 140 0 
b. 148 0 
c. 134 0 

258eptts a. 243 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

2/4 Vanderp;rift XD1~437 
Xt927442 
X]J8744';S 

3/4 Vandergrift :lCIJ)15L/l2 

1st Brig YD115702 YDJ53672 
5th Mech Div YDJ586E8 

1/9 Vandergrift XIJ;)46635 

3/4 XW35LJ.2 XIJ117390 
3/4 XW 50 190 XD135412 
3/3 YID85521 YDV1483 

2/9 Vandergrift XD1l0563 

4 

4 

6 

9 

4 
4 
2 

3 

*asterisk indi09.tes those lifts ,J1ich were opposed. Details of these 
lifts are included under Operational Highlights below. 

oPERA'lIONl\L HIGHLIGHTS 

.~ptem1::.er 1.2(£ 

At 1215H, events 6-1, 6-2, 6- '3, and 6-1.~ f1.o1m by Hajor V. Eo HOBBS, 
Captain R. G. c!~N1i.DA, Captain R. HERBERG, Jr., and lstLt M. R. lruLL]~T 
respectively, launched on a troop lift mission. Being supported by tw:> 
VMO-6 UH-IE gunships and four U. S. J~rmy Q)BRL. gunships, their mission 
was to lift C and D Companies of 1/3 from '~W78599, a p:lsi tion north of 
Vandergrift Combat Eases into a landing 7,one at xm6361.7, approxi.mately 
)JOO meters northwest of t.h.e pick.-up p:lint. 

Thlr:ing their first approach into t.~e new "'.one, 6...1 and 6...2 were taken 
under :"ire by • 50 cali ber machine guns. One It)und entered the lower co ck­
pi t of 6...1 causing a smaJ_l fire. t.fter extinguishing the fire, 6...1 flew 
to a secure area, checked his aircraft for su1:lstanttal damage, determined 
there was none, and oontinued to fly until oompletion of the mission. 
6- 2 had rece:i. ved hi ts in the aft p~7lon and one aft ro tor blade but was 
able to maneuver his aircraft to a secure ';lone and shut rbwn. Upon shut 
down, Captain C,~TAD!_ discovored that t..l-J.e main spar of one of his aft 
blades had been nead y severed by a • 50 cali bel' round. 

There were no further hit incidents and the mission ~s oompleted as 
assigned. 

6 September 19E5 

EvenU3 6...1 and 6...2, flown btJ Major V. E. HOBBS and Captain t •• F. DtJlIS 
flew emergency resupply missions in the afternoon h~;uling_ supplies from 
Vandergrift llimbat Pase to units in the field. 6-1 and 6-2 together 
carried more than 25 tons of resupply to tl:J.e outlying units. 'lhese units 
had received no supp15_es for the previous two days because of bad weather 
during which resupply missions muld no-t he accomplished. 'nle emergcmcy 
resupply missions '.fere completed in spite of marginal we9.ther conditions 
wich ansted throughout the afternoon. 

4 
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<L~ptember 19 ff.j 

At approximately 0900II, ~vonts 6-1 through 6-5, piloted by 03.ptaJn 
A. F. D1' ... VI 8, lstL t }Ii. H. HULL EN , Chptain R. H:r.::RBERG, Jr., Chptain D. L. 
THMPLH::'ION, IIDd Hajor H. B.. rriiL,:rm respectivebr, oonnnenced a lift of 565 
troops of 3rd 1?attalion, 9th l1arines from tw pick-up p:>ints, Vandergrift 
Combat fuse ('rI995!+90) and camp Carrol (~rro62540), into tw landing '?iones 
thirteen kilometers nortinTest of 'Tandergrift at XD703~8 and XD703590 • 

• 'l.t llOOH, ~he aircraft began receiving sjX>radic small anns fire on 
their apnroaches into the drop zones, but the mission was oompleted 1A th­
out injury to personnel or drunage to aircraft. Providing oover for the 
lift were four UR-IE gunslups of VM0-6. 

10 September 19(£ 

\Jhile a,nducting a troop lift, Hajor D. S. T,r:..mWH, f1.::.ling event 6-5, 
was diverted at approximately 1500B in the afternoon for the purpose of 
exocuting an emergency evtract of a rea,n team which was in enemy oontact. 
furing his landing approach and while si tting in the pick-up 'i",one, 

XlJ)72644, north of Vandergrift Cbmbat Pase, 6-5 received heavy small arms 
fire but was able to a,mplete the extract vith anI" minor damage to the 
aircraft and no injury to personnel. 

La tel' in the afternoon, 6- 5 vfas again di verted fa r the extraction 0 f 
another reoon team "Thich was in a,ntact. :tt.ith the enemy at XIB95465; . ten 
kilometers west-southwest of Vander¢ft,.. 'Ihe aircraft came under small 
arms fire during the approach anel reem ved mortar fire while in the ~one 
bu t again the mission was oompleted wi th no in,jury to personnel and only 
minor d8lllage to the aircraft. 

13 Septamber_196B 

l~t approximately 1 '3XJH, "Mle returning from a troop lift mission, 
event 6-1, piloted by Captain R. TJERRERG, Jr., sp:>tted tw CHITIlJ HOrS 
(NVA soldiers voluntarily surrending to the ~uth Vietnamese Government) 
waVing whi te flags as the\! l..ra.lked along Ibute 9 at XIB19LJ.8 (fifteen 
kilometers south,,rest of Vandergrift). After determining that it was safe 
1:0 do SO, 6-1 landed, pi cJred up the CHI ID HOI S, and delivered them to the 
4th Marines C.P. at Ca Lu (YID09459). 

ILk S2,Ptember 19(£ 

At 0830H, events 6-1 through 6-6, fiovm. by J:.1ajor D. S. t!l;.mrCH, Captain 
l..r. S. TINGLEHf'.RT, Hajor H. R. NEL3JN, Hajor J. I .... l.rl!LLS~ Captain fl.. F. DAVIS, 
and Chptain D. L. T1!MPLE'IDN respectively, oondtwted a troop lift in supp:>rt 
of the U. S. Anny 5th Hechffilized Ili. vision. 181 troops were lifted from A-4 
(Yffi15702) into tID drop zones ei["pt kilometers to the southwest; YID53672 
and YID58668. Sp:>radic small aTIlls fire \o,B.S enoountered in b:>th landing 
zones but no hi to were received. 

li September 1968 

l-iajor N. R. Naa:m and Captain D. L. TIiMPL B'ION , flJling events 6-1 and 
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pfit1r:?tij 'Jffh\L 
6..2 r8spect:L Vf-ity, had berm v)Oj')dng r"luring the ;'10rning on r"!con t~"-n in­
sortions and oxtractions when n. t. 0705{ they '18:;"0 directed to 8X0cut3 
emer;;::ancy e~ctraC-::,s of tt-P t'32.l71S ".rbich t~'8;r had previously ins8!'tGd lut 
,,1',i ch had cono :i.n cont,1.ct \d t1:1 tile Ql'l6:IV. Tho first t().'lf;1 W.S to be 1Jic1;:Gd 

up 8.t ~~D. 05)412, ap:)::xJ1'in:YcclY' nine Idl;Y1!)'h,n's oouthe:c.st of VandcI':5l:1.ft, 
and the sCQ:)nd, :fro", XD 025335, a p:> si. ·;j.on f1 ftecn }dlor.lett;!;:'S oouth 0 f 
V8.nC1er:,,;ri.ft.~1.:1i~C\~\r fire was recei.vod in 1::oth zoncs durin?, tho rG.spocttve 
eJ~tractt.ons, ~:ut Jc.l10 mi.ssion v18.s COTIple-G(3:' vii thout lnjur~' to p';1'sonneJ. or 
druuar)"G to airc:\"'.:I:'t. 

l"t approxiraa'Gel'" 0915H, ev:mt 6..1 'Ha.s atte.mpting to ckJ.ivor ):esuppl~~ to 
~ 2/3 a. t ~~D 911D6J), :f.'ifteen Idlom.etBrs north-north83-st of '!anr'erf!rlf'" Col"l-:e. t 
Base. ':;CHO iliro.p;,;.ny hao a. mar!':ina,11y sui t8.111e '7..one for c::r_L~6 opm~2.tions hut 
ha.d little c})Dic'3 in '7,one locc'l.'hi.on or Sl.ut.9.1-:iLlity l)Qc,;JlSe of enemy i).divity 
in the arGI'. While at·:~''3l1lp·\j.n~ to mo.l18UVer the cl,rc:>:'2.ft so as to 1)"') ahle 
to d:;:-op his exi:;Amal 10e.(I, ~1 struck t:<'~0GS wi th his aft rotor 1-u.ades and 
crashr:lC1 in t.UA zone. 

Eb th um:-ial ?1.1Th"lel'S 8.;-ua.rr. the aircr(1.?t sustainod Ii:11nor injuri(13 ano. 
ten perrons on ·the r:round receiver} minor inju.ries as a result of the 
shattr:rod lilad.0S and stl"sC)qu:mt cro.sh .. 

ThG 3.i:·cr8.ft was subst:1.n-tia]Jy c1amar-;G0 and ha(l to 1".8 heU-lift.ed f'rol'l 
the zone att.sr it h.ad been inprov'3rJ <l.11cl S"3cu;:3d agEd .. nst e."'1Ci'·1~r ,::cti v.i, ty. 
The ai J:craft ".]8.S U fted by aU. ,s. ;~rrJY C'1- 54. 

At 09101:, ~1l'j}J.-262 launc:-:tec 9 aircraft in flight ,·ri tJ'). G pircraft of 
BMl:~-161 and G f'.com m·j}~364 on [) coT:l1:i..nerJ, -1:.".0 lJ.':'ottaJ..ion, troop lift of 
1/ I, Mr~ 1/9 :>:roE1 Von-'er!!;rift Com:'n.t i'acG into Lanrting 70nes Pacific 
(jm 912637) ana G~nada ("'D 946(f;5)r'3specttvaly. The ZOn,3S were on tbe 
sou thorn '')''l.lllcs 0:": -:-;::'le ~~en Hcd, Ri. v8r, appro xtr.] a tel-" 20 Id1omo'I'ers north­
northwGst of ·\iil.n(~erp;rift. 

SJXlra(~c s.mall arms and nnrta,:, fire c.,ns :>:'8coi vec1 on tn0 lni tie.l 1-J8.V':!S 
into 88011 zone but th"!!'e ,·j3..S no cl,q,nacrG to airCl:aft nor injUry to pGrsonnal. 

').., .s.;mtst1~')er ..,0 EG ~ __ ............ ~ ... ___ ... _J.l .. ,.,_ ...... 

'~ents 6-1 2n,' 6..~, piloter: by Hajor L. J. IRLI e.nd CCl.'!)ta:i.n D. L. 
TIlr:L'~'JD~1, ros",ecti,Yal"?, \lare fi;'i.nq: D. resupply rrrission in the :321.r1y 
afternoon. 1.:~ 13~S-I 6-.2 i-}2.S hit by 8nCfulY' fire. rYe had just deliv9reCl 
8. loa(~ of: suppJJ,os to J:i!- 7/3 at TD 924626, sixteen ld.lom:::ters nofth of 
V:'mr1ergrift, eJ1c1 \oR.S on cUmtout from th3 zone when he rep)J~tec~ '!Jcing bit,. 
Can·!:.c"'in 'C:l-f.pL7'.D~: brO£\aCaS';i his inten'l:aol1 to fly the 8j,rcraft to 

.' 6· & Cf m l"r'J~'IAI 
_) ......... T ,..i .... ri-,.-4 
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a secure area if p:lssihle. fur reasons not precisely dlJtorminGd, 6-2 
crashed into a dense jungle mountain side at XIJ;)2)618, a }X:lsi tion 
approximately 1000 meters Ebuthwest of the h.nding zone ncar wlUch he 
had been hi t. IJ.I five crewmen, including onc gunnel~ ·of E8Us.. '39, plus i>ne 
PJ·ssooger which hOod· 'l:lee'll picked up at F Companv! s posi tion

J 
were ktl1ed. 

At 22)jH, HMM-262 Med.-evac, flown by Captain A. F. DAVIS launched 
from QJ,ang Tri on an emergency med-evac mission. The pick-up was to be 
4 emergency and 11 priority I.JIA cases at the PJsi tion of F - 2/3, the 
same IX>si tion from which event 6-2 had been shot down earlier in the day. 
StBndinR by to suPPJrt the mission were t'WO UH-IE gunships of VMO-6 and 
a flare Ship to provide illUl!lination. 

Captain DAVIS was gi.ven a detailed brief up:m his arrival in the oper­
ating area which included information that there had been no enemy oontact 
since the incident involving event 6..2 earlier in the day but that there 
-was a J)0-400 foot ceiling over the zone, intemi ttent light ground fog 
in the zone, that the zone itself -was barely large enough for a CH-/+6, and 
was surrounded on all sides by 25 foo t trees. 

After considering all factors involved and a.fter insuring proper 
coordination .a th the gunships and the flare ship, Captain DrJ.VIS conmenced 
his first approach into the zone. )=k~c.ause of the high trees, Captain Dli.VIS 
came to a hover 40-50 feet atove the I!:one and commenced a let down. At 
thi s :rx>int, the med-evac aircraft was 1P.ken under fire from tw directions 
by small arms and auwmatLc weapons and mortar fire was recm. ved in t.."J.e 
zone itself. Captain DtlVIS continued his let do'l,$l to a point about 10 feet 
above the ground at which time he was 1Jl.ved-off b~r the ground unit becallse 
of increasingly intense fire. . 
Orbi ting clear of the pick-up rone, Captain Dt'J.'r.'ITS decided that "the mission 
could . be oompleted if the r;.round uni t, the gunships, and hi:s o-wn gun­
ners fired continuous suppresi ve fire during a second attempt. After the 
neccessary coordination, a second approach -was commenced and thi.s time the 
aircraft was taken under fire durin:;,; the approach itself but CalPtain Dt\.VIS 
was able to continue all the wa:'.r to touch oown. In spi te of he'!l.VY su~ 
pressi ve fi re, small anns and au toma ti. c wearons fi re VJ8.S recm vted con tin­
uously YJhile the aircraft was si tttng in the 700ne and at times -the enemy 
mortar fire -was SO intense'that the med-evac lurd was obscured :from the 
view of the gunship pilots. 

After having loaded 4 emergenc.Y-and 4 priori ties aboard the aircraft, 
the ground unit requested that the aircraft depart the zone. Onptain 
DAVIS oomplied .a th the reouest. 

Two of the emergency cases were so serious that they were d.eli vered 
directly to the hospital Ship, after which, the remaining caSes were 
deli vered to the Jrd Medi cal Fa ttaUon at C}1ang Tri. 

'Ihrough Captain I1\VISl courage and skill, this mission was toompleted, 
<.md for1:unately without injury to perEbnnel or damage to the ai:rcraft. 
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PLRT III 

1. Personnel 

8.. J~ ChangE>-of-Comroand coremonv was O)nducted en the flight line of 
HMM-262 on 20 September 19(£ in which LtCol Melvin J. STEINBRB.G was re­
lieved as Commanding Officer by LtCol l'J.bert N. l'J.LHlJ. '!he Reviewing 
Officer for ~he formatiol.1 \.18.3 MajGen Charles J. 0UILTBR? Commanding 
Generru., 1st HLU. 

fuse, during this ceremony, MajGen nTJ.[LTBR presented most of those 
awrds which are listed in paragraph 2. below. 

b. Transfers to I-~ft:I-262 - 4 officers, '32 enlisted 

C. Transfers from H.ft1-26~ - 6 officers, 26 enlisted 

d. Promotion to present rank: 

Is tL t TI"lomas L. ,g) D't'R.Bii'.RG 
Cpl Gerald f.. Gl\.SE, Jr. 
LCpl Tlilli8J:n F. NOR'JDN 

2. Awards 

a. Silver star 

G.~ .. UBL15, John D. Jr. SSgt 
HAYDEN, Thomas R. LCpl 
NOR'JDN, Chanoois M. LCpl 

b. Di. stinguished,. FlVip.K. Cro ss 

St!Ei'l.R, Samuel c. T:' -. 
c. Bronze Star:.. 

H1MIC, Gerold G. 
HOLLI'>ND, Kenneth 1[. 

d. Purple Heart 

DARGER, He cky E. 
MURPHY, l'ltlliam t ... 
HULL:iN, Hi chaal R. 
MURPHRE'8, James 1.. 
HAN (]-:lETT, Ben J.' 
to GflN, T~Tilliam H. 
STf'J. SBY, Franki e 

Jr. Capt 

SSgt 
.sSgt 

Capt 
1stLt 

lstl:,t 
GySgt 
Cpl 
Cpl 
LCpl 
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7 September 19tB 
10 September 19$ 
10 ,sept6Jlber 19(£ 

20 September 19(£ 
20 SeptEmber 19(£ 
20 September 19E8 

Z) September 19E8 

20 September 19EB 
2J SeptEmber 1963 

20 September 1965 
20 September 19EB 
20 SeptGlJlber 19EB 
2) September 19B3 
3) September 19EB 
m September 19EB 
3) September 19(5 
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BR".T'IDN, Andrew J, III 
;}l~GLEHl'.RT, T'.5..11iam S. 
~:'RNH!~RT, James:i., 
KU71:fITT, llinald :So 
LIVINGS'lUN ~ Norman H. 

f. Coo d Q:mduct Medal 
""'-

llMOS, 1,.Tendell L. 
HILL, C. V. Jr. 

g. Chmbat ldrcrew 1r.i.ngs 

B'Sii1CHfiH, Henry T!:. 
BRAILEY, Ibnald B. .. 
J.t.COB, Charles 1;J •. Jr. 
p -g;Tf!:RS, Homer D. .Tr. 
'lOONEY, Patrick fl.. 
CJ':.RV~R, Haloolm N~ Jr. 
cn'f'T'SR[ DCr"!!:, menn L. 
HlI.G:!B., Mark D. 
L./I.NORE3, Ronald J. 
Ht.Yl'!E, Stephen I.] •. 

NASSER, Raymond E. 
PABJt, L;':'!1don B. 
SH:!itBURJ'TE, Gary D. 

3. fusual ties 

N.t;l·1E 

T:P-l1PLB'lON, D:mald L. 
LitT"JOON, Stanley G. 
B15R.R.Y, ~l.i.lliam M. 
FEEZEL, Harold E. 
BID T1fi'ff!LL , In vi d R. 

4. ~n1i siInon ts 

None 

Capt 
IstLt 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Sgt 

Capt 
Capt 
Cpl 
Cpl 
LCpl 

Cp1 
Cpl 

Sgt 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
LCp1 
LCp1 
LOp1 
LOpl 
LCp1 
LOpl 
LCpl 
LOpl 

KIll. 
KIA 
KIt. 
IITA 
\,[1'.. (minor) 

Z) September 1968 
20 September 1968 
27 Septanber 1968 
20 September 1968 
2? Septanber 1968 

2l September 19E8 
.3 September 1968 

2 September 1968 
1 September 1968 
1 September 19tB 
1 Septer~ber 19$ 
1 September 19tB 
1 September 1968 
1 September 1968 
1 September 1968 
1 SeptEmber 1968 
1 September 1968 
1 September 1968 
1 September 1968 
1 September 1965 

21 September 19EB 
21 September 19E8 
2l Septmber 196'5 
2l. September 19 E.8 
22 September 19E.8 

5. Safety. Listed below are the aircraft incidents and accidents for 
the month of September 1968: 

Ground Accidents--_______________________________________ None 

Ground Incidents - ilie to T:hEmY Action-------------None 
fdr Accidents - Operational------------------------------None 
Air Incidents - rue to T9:l€llllY Lc"bion--'---------------l tJ..pha 
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Injury to Personnel-------~--~-------------------l Minor 
4 KIt 

6. Lo@,sties 

lIMM-262 remained in a non-oomtat ready status during the month of 
September. Th:mughout the month t.l1e sauadron maintained an average 
daily a.vai1 abili ty of' 7 aircraft, of 24 authorioz:ed, as oompared to 9 
per day during t .. ug'ust. Thlr.i.ng :.Ugllst, the month in which the squadron 
entered its technically non-oombat read~r status, an average of S ai~ 
craft per day were grounded due to a lack of essential repair parts and 
T58-GB:J..O engines. During September that figure has risen to 9. 

The average daily list.:i.ng of essential repair parts outstanding during 
J;.ugust was 45, oompared to an ave:t<lge of 83 daily in SepteJ.llber. 

As of )J Septernber~ the squad:mn lists 81 essential repair parts and 
7 T58-GElO cnp::ines outstanclinr:. 

As a result of the eM. tical 8i tuation in the supply of aircraft parts, 
HMM- 262 has a residual oom~JD. t capabili tv whi ch is estimated at 50 % of 
that of a fully ooml::at read~r HMl1. 

7. Intelligence 

".-

, The month of September saw a decrease in enemy aetivi ty throughout 
,: Quang Tri ·:~,rovince,~ beHeved due, .il;l"part,· . to inclem~nt weather quring . 

- ;'; .. ,a }:brtion: 0'£ themontl,J.. (\Uang·Tri, f.ir;J:il:eld ,di'd not' reoori'l an~r,inO:Jniing ", 
fire duririg the month. " . ' ' '.., Ii'.' ",' '. I,', ','t·";,, 

On 17 September, BMH.:.262 parJdcipated in an ope:re..tion into the IMZ, :~.:~'i 
v.hlch,was' completed vti. th ,onl~" minor fh';~incid,Jm.ts ,and no inj'urY,.or,', 
darl1age tn aircraft. ' ' 

On 21 ,septEmber, ",hile n':~ng a resuppl-.;r mission, aircraft BT-5 r~ 
eei ved wha. tis beli eved to have been in tens e • 50 cali ber fi re in the 
:W1262 gri d square. This reSlll ted in the total destruction of the air­
craft and the deaths of five crCH mamhers and onc passenger. 

Dlring the month of September ,-18 had 21 fire incidents and of this 
to tal we had 9 hi 'GS on 4 aircraft. 'The Dr8akdo wn 0 f fi re received 'during 
these' 21 tnciaonts is as follows: (ET-5 incident not included) 

12 • X> caliber 
6 • 50 coli her 
3 mortal' 

'!he f'riendlT si tua tion in September showed increased act.1. vi ty in the j].I~, 
1::ot.11 in the eastern coastal area and the northern JXlrtion of t.he Ll'JJCtS'rnR 
II Area of 0 T)eration. 'ilia 2nd ,L1RVN Reglment., esoorted by U. S. Harine 
Corps tanks, struc~c the eastern I}.i7,. Marine forces eJ..so invaded the 
northern section of UJiG':..S'F"R II, in the 1l1'Z. This operatLon met "ri th 
Ii ttle resistance. Several caches l.rere found, ,.cl. th larl;e auanti iiLes of 
both food and ordnance. 
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