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I'iJ.IUNB U1!;JJIU'l HE1ICCP'l':Z.ti. ~l.JlJ.auHON 262 
COl-iI.·.:.:~~jJ Cl-i?'o.ll;QWGY 

1 ~CEl~n 1968 TU 31 DBCi:;b.D:;::;R 1968 

1. Urganization Data 
2. Task Organization and D:nit Location 
3. AveraGe !·lonthJ..y StrenGth of Squadron 
4. Important Visitors to the ~quac.ron 

1. l~arretive 3UlIUl1Ury of SiGnificant Events 
2. Ul'erutione.1 Highlights 

1. llerso1'J.n.e1 
2. ~lHards 
3. Casualties 
4.. lleenlistments 
5. ~afety 
6. Intelligence 
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1. Qrfanization Data 

a. Commending 0 fficer .llbert N. iJ.a:'EN LtOo1 

h. ~xecutive Officer Leo J. IBLI Najar 

c. Operations Officer Donald 3. '[J;f(ji~CH hajor 

d. Logistics Officer Raymond G. PllifSON 

e. Personnel ufficer Capt. 

f. .~viation ~afety Officer Harvey :c;. BH11"1' 

g. Intelligence Officer 1stLt 

h. I·.ainten~ce Officer i'iajor 

i. Sergee.nt hajor 

2. 'l'ask Qr;:;Q.!1ization Md Unit Location 

l'iil.lUiIJE l·J:::Dlur.! Hr~LI(;()~Jri'~;:'1 ~c..lJ~illL.GH 262 
l)rovisional i'Jarine .:i.ircraft Group 39, 1st l'-1arine ..1.ircraft \'ling 
]:~HF Pacific, F1JO, San :ifrancisco, California 56602 
Quang Tri ~ir Buse, hepub1ic of Vietnam, 1-31 December 1968 

3. Ji~;r;:r.:c:e :uonthly .';)trength of i:lc,uadron 

1-.31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

1-31 Dec 

,~iUGrounCl. Of:ricE.tl:§ 

45 3 

Naxel Office~~ 

174 1 

I·fone 
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Hl·,j.·_262 i'levI c. t.otal of 1603.6 hours in su-~))ort of the 3rd barine Division 
and l~t H~rine i.ircruf't1dng 0lJerat.ions durinG the month of December 1968. 
J:·l5.nor SU~J ... -,ort vJaB conc1.uctec1. for the b&rshcl i·.Lountain Operation uhich COllYJenced 
10 December 1968 c.nd hentucl1Y II. ;jcotland n al".d the Dc.Hson Hiver O::?erE'.tion 
Hl':i.ch C01IUfJel1ced 28 llJOvember 1968 c.ccounted for the mnj ori ty of tbe sqmc1.ron' s 
flicht hov.I's. hi.·'u·_262 lifted a total of 1524· med-evacs 1i!hich included 97 e.tller­
Leney, 21.6 priority, c_nd 1181 routine durinb the r'lOnth. 

GroUl~.d f03 contjxn:!.C.ll:'T c1e1:;,;)red morninc resu.-:)~)l~T and troop lifts in the 
.jcotlc:.nd II &no. nC.UGon :e.iver Operations throuGhout December. 1,01-] ceilings, 
r,dn, c.no. fo;;; cQ...l'1celeti. or hj..1').dered miss:i.ons to a considerable extent on the 22nd 
und 23rd. The squadron flew only 29.0 and 7.0 hours respectively on those days. 

In support of Dallson River Hi\jh .. 262 fIel! 2205 sorties, carried 6470 troops, 
and translJorted .302.5 tons of cargo. The sql.18.dron fleloJ' a total of 5L.2.5 hours 
in su.pport 0:' Dm,.Tson lliver. 

::icotland. II accomted for 655.8 flight h01).rs, 2923 sorties, carried 610~. 
troops e..nd tr8nslJort.ed 507.9 tons of carso. 

BiliJ-262 sent a section of airc:caft to .m Hoa on the 25t.h, 30th, and 31ct 
for resl1.):;?ly cugmentat.ion in s~JPort of the 1st l'l~l~ine Division and OlJerdion 
Heade lltver. 

Ii pecember 1968 

Dive:ctecl. :L'rOfl1 a .301 rc.,upply mi;3sion by Vander~r:U.'t :u;~~(;, Ohatterbox 9.3-10, 
11,6, c.nd. 7 led by l·j,ujor D. ,~.,.; .. ~l.il!(;b:':!ith C;a:9tui!~.1'. G. j,\i.I[i::.SE, ha.jor ~{. G. 
1<t:1JI:iUH, end lstLt 1'. i·I. :')ll1;ll;{l.t in the fli3ht iYlserted end extracted a reaction 
~)latoon in sU.:.Jport of the 1.1. ~ o· ~lI'IJlY ::i. (J • G. l:~econ 'i'earn tlEot Foot tI • '1'he fliGht 
insartecl. the 2.1'10. Platoon of Golf COIiJix:ny, 2nd B::;.ttdion, 9t.h i·w.rines int.o 1I1k 
Devil ll at ~~1)825665. ilhot ::?ootti 'Has surroun.ded bJT a suspected battalion sizeC:. 
1\!V .. ~ w1it. ....fter the D. ;,j ... rmy ext.racted HEot :'?ootll the Chatterbox aircr&£'t 
cxtrc.cted the i'lurine platoon, ,\-lhich brou;;ht uith it one l~V.:l. h:U.. lillel1~r al'.toma­
tic \-Iee.~')on fire Has ta.lcen on the e~rtraction; but llith cover from Vi·J.U-6 liH-El 
C;;t'l1.Dl1i)s, uno. akiJ.lful .flyinG, the mizdon 1J!?S cOI!l.lJJ.eted uithout any c.ircraft 
damaL;e or injury to perso!'..nel. 

7 iJec8111.per 1968 

rio.jor D • .::i. (J.~Ui:·iCH, lstLt '1'. L. fil~..;U:";'r'l':":;, Cal)'~ain !!. ~. l!idGI,lmi"RT, lztLt 
'1'.[: •. u):~ij;J:C;H, ;'·i.ujor ll. G. 1?Ii:-:Stm, lstLt ;.1. J'. TOi..LIl\!, hajor 1. J't 1Hl,I: and 
J.stLt J. C. U 'GUlifUO]{ (;;,v.lnu·t Hill 1 throw.:;h 8), uere C:j.vertec. from their re­
sU.l.Jply o.nd troop lift missions ::'01' al1. ffLil.ergency 1.300 i·.arine troop lift. 'l'hree 
J:;!-Ji'l-161 helicofGers D....l'1d four VhG-6 IfE ... m gunshi:2s joined the H!y.u.'J-262 aircraft 
u...nd trOJlGl1orted elements of t.he 2nd lJatte.lion, 4th £.larines froID. Vandert;rift 
COI!l.b .. t Dase, n..nd elements of the 1st Battalion, 3rd r'.larines from 0-1 (YD224682) 
to multiple zones just south of the j)j.·1l." G.:ld north of the Hockpile n.nd Oamp 
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G91iiiiti.iliffA L 
Garroll. 

':I.'he lift be(!;at1 at l2l0h from VanderGrift nLr.l\-Jay to Lt:, IIJuniorll (YJJ01,3605). 
1'J,l aircraft arcHed over Cam Lo (YU128595) ,'rhile artillery a.'1d cir prep of the 
Lunding ~one uas comy,lleted. DurinG the 160 Nail lift into Lt:, lIJunior" second­
Q1Ty explosions in the next pre~)lc.nned Landing t:.one at dDJ984640 "Jere touched 
off bJi' air prep. '1'he operation "laS subsequently altered and the second lift of 
150 combat troops lTent into Lz. IIJ'uniorl1 sIso. Both lifts lIsrs successfu~ly 
completed uithout mishap. One hundred cOLlbat troops lIere then lifteci from Vell­
dert:;rift rumIaY into a neH Landing t:;one at XD99761L, ~-Jithout incident. It HaS 
decided that the remaining elements of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Harines (250 com­
bat troopo) Hould be dropped into L2. IlJ'uniorli and not the prep1anned zone at 
:;;:1)998624. '1'his alternate plan \-las smoothly accomplished without mishap. 

Due to mechanical failures the transport helicopters Here reduced to eight 
aircraft llhen the lifts for the 1st Battalion, 3rd Iviarines began. ll.gain after 
orbi tine; Gam Lo for cOflpletion of artillery prep of 1~ tI'l'igertl (yD045648) the 
f::Lrst elements of 450 cOLlbat troops vIEire dropped. fjpora.dic small arms and 
automatic ,,"e<ll)ons fire uas encountered by l-u,;i·_262 aircraft. :lith fire support, 
fixed \1inci aj.rcruft al1d VJ.-;o-6 [5Ut1shilJ cover, the lift 1-1aS successfully completed. 
itl.t.h o.ar1ness rO,:picUy o'pproaching it \-las decided ·~o lift the last elements of 
the 1st Dattalion, 31'0. i'la:rines (200 troops) i..'1to I,~ IIT:i.r:;erlt instead of the pre­
briefed Lt, ~ at YD04s650. .::J.l traJ.1siJort helicopters li.lade at least tMO run,s 
into Lt, "'1'i~eril in darkness llithout benefit of Hlm:lil1,ation in order to complete 
the lift. "ul elements of the 1.300 combat troo~J lift \'181'8 truno~)ortec1 rd. th the 
exception of one heliteam, 1>[hich I!C.D returr..ed to the lQadin~ zone at c...l becuuse 
of one tranoport helicopter's lou fuel state. 

The troop lift 1-1ent He1:l, consideril1'; the ra;'Jid planning und freg1.lent chunGes 
of landinG zones. ..~ll fli;;ht creus i..Ylvolved flm'l 6 to 10 hours Hith the most 
huzarc1.ous flyinz done at nijht uhen fatiGue vIaS settin6 in. The troop lift u~s 
cOilll)leted vr.i.thout accident to uny drcraft or injury to IJersonnel. Doth air 
end artillery )reparation of th3 1andinz zones und Good orGanization in the pick­
u:) zones contdbuted:a successful grou.l1o. end a.ir o~Jer3.tl:i,on. }Jlii'l-262 trc..nsported 
a '('otal of 1130 combat troops and fleu a total of 65.8 hours in sU.;.JiJort of the 
m:'.ssion. 

8 December j..9Q$ 

.1 section of aircraft led by Ga~ltain 11.. i. ihl.i.~ 'dlhCl(.iL, launched on c. 
morninG recon nussion of several inserts and extracto. ~rior to the atterr~ted 
insert of Hecon '1'eam IIHungarian il at Yl)246,3L:.3, a thoro"L"!gh zone ;?rep ml.O )rovided 
by fixed 1-Jinci uircl't'l,ft. 1'he a~)yroach and. landi.l'1g in the zone HC-O UCCOID1)lished 
under tl1e surveillo.nce a.Yld cover of t1.'10 "LiB-lE' gunships from ffi.iL-3S7. Immedi­
ately after tewn jnsertion Gaptd,LJ. VAl, dhC~~L' s uircraft CaLle under intense 
enemy slilall arras fire. '1'hough i'c lJaS believed all teaIll members 1-rere aboard 
Hhen Cuptai.11 V..:~~ ,1j}!Ul>LL del,)arted, tHO members had been forced to remain due to 
the enel:1Y fire. ';lith the lead Gunship at an extremely 101:1 fuel state en 
ilillnediate extract of the rf'.IDai.ning team melJ1bers vTas accom~')liDhed. HOi-leVer, 
Oaptain V.D.~"JIt~UlI:.!;1' s aircraft oustuined several hits. 
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13 Decembe.r; J.S68 

First l,ieutenant H. 1. jJ.~trl'Oi~, commander of Chatterbox hed-~vac, vTa.S sent 
on an emerGency med-ovac for Recon Team. "Oak Treen at Y1H08192. It 'VIas de­
cided to extract the entire team, and ,d th cover by an additional C;unship and 
t:::.e chase tranCiJort helicOl)ter, the extract vJas cOlm'lenced. During the attempt­
ed landing, ill very high elephant srass, the aft rotor blades struck a tree. 
T;.le landin.::; \olas o.borted and tee entire nine member team .)as picl{ed up by hoist 
"lithout further incident. Lieuten~t BAll.'i'Oli successfully completed the extract 
t~lough all aft rotor blades were damaged. 

14 December 1968 

lli·jJ:. ... 262 launched three transports on a quick reaction miosion to move 
TIcaction ?orce "Ueer It'ern" froIu LZ. ;;3haron (YDJ34488) to Y~).3l24.34. hajor L. J • 

. lltJ~I, lstLt a. III lu;:l.TU1\, and lstLt :1. J. i'(jl\.l.,Id comEancled the three nircraft 
uhich lifted 122 troollS in 22 sorties. 'l'houeh li:;ht small nrms fire vIas re­
ceived on the second trip into the zone, the mission vIaS ::mccessfully completed. 
Ho jnjury oj," dmaa[:,e v!aS taKen on this mission. 'l'uo UH-l~ Gunships from VLU-6 
and a i'li.:;ht of four fixed \'Ting provided cover for the transports. 

20. December 1968 

l',.aj or i·.. 1t. i.\J.I~!'~UL· led a section of Hi.·Jl_262 aircraft on a night emert:;ency 
ex'cract of Hecon 'l'eam IlS~)oniJY ':rackle fl at YJ.)1~,0760 l.dthin the :i)h~. :Jith artil­
lery and fixed ,.ling ilJ.umi.J.'lation and covered by tHO DH-LW gunships from V.·.;o-6, 
i,iu.j or Nj:,l.J::JUi., COII1l'lenced his erirs.ct of lI.::l)?onmr 'l'acYJ.e ll • .iutOll1atic l1eapons fire 
HC.S receiveCl. fron the north uhile the tra.nsport helicopter was in the la.l1dint; 
zone. lian~)ercd ;)~r stumps il1 the zon.e, r,jaj or i.~:UL~()i.'1 ):1..ad dil'ticulty findincs a 
place to land. .;is the Gunners returned enemy fire, the crel'J chiei' HaG able to 
r.1c .... l'letWer the pilot i.nto a safe londing. '1'he team \-Jas successfully extracted 
uith no inju:rr.1 to :"Jersonnel or hits on the c.ircral't. 'l'l1e transport helicopter 
1'[.0.8 dalllCl",ed sliGhtly by stt1I,rlJs in. the la...i'1dinG zone. 

21 l)f)cember 1968 

CG.}tDin ~:. 1(. LJ.I.Y,,:J~, aircraft COlillfit:J1der of 93-9, Wld lstLt J. G. 0 I C()j,IIHUit; 

aircra.ft conrr,l(l . .nder of 93-10 Here diverted i'rom reCall resulJll1y- for tHO Chiler­
Gency extracts c..11<i an eXIler,;ency mcd-evac. 'l'11e J:irst e::-.<>tract vlElS completed by 
Lt. u I (;(jl'~l~(J~" \Tho hoisted ~~econ 'j,'ew.u illi'rostbi te" from £l. landinG zona G:G '1;.,)37 ~.326 • 
. 1ith dc.rlmess a)iJ roa chin;,::; , (jai>tain .J .. nit.j~ extro.cted ~tecon l'etJll IIHul1,:;uri::..ni!;, 
Dlum.1.nation 0:1.' the ZOllO e.t YD233391, Hhich liaS only 200 feet belov' en overcc..st, 
U8S ~')rovided by a ~\.(;-1.30 unO. cover by V .. 0-6 [jun.cld;.)s. Co.pt.:J.in i:l!'x~'u'! uho had 
::n;.ccessfulJ..y ex-eructed the 'C,aam, Has then directed to make an emergoncy med­
evac at Dont:; d\l j:'lOuntain (YD023598). .l.~ain 1-1ith -1/i·1J-6 gunohip cover, <...nd 
illumination provided by 0. 1~C-1.30, OUl)tain J..) •• tY~jJ be~QJ.1 his :3.9proach to the zone 
,·Jt.ich uas inter-lJl..i.ttently I.ti'B.. he landed it} the zone under lilt conditions c.nd 
extracted the med-evac. ..:ll three tasks uere completed ,?'ithout mishap. 
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23 Dece!"ilber 196D 

'l'hou.;;h inclement 1:leather had ~l but halted E.1.u.'J.o262 operations :for the dey, 
Ou~)tain }~. G. G.:.i.i •• ') ... l. lal.mched out on en etlerbenciJ recon extract of "Clemson 
;)on;:;lI. ilGle!uson ;;)onG II .Tao un<ier contact ruld surrounded 1)y an l.Ll1knotm size 
enemy force. GaiYi::.ain C~U~ •• j).i, c..'lC. hio uin~mun lstLt U. ii. L .. ~R'nj.~ nere forced 
to fly dtJl::;erously lou due to the overcast "hich HaS only 100-300 feet .... GL. 
'the fli:;ht }?roce0ded to Ve.t'J.dergrift Com.bat Base and then d01·m the Do. Krone 
It:_ver Valley to the landinG zone. Because of increasinG bad visibility end 
l(n.rerinG ceil i.n2,'s, both gunship and transport uin':;1i1en orbited 3000 ueters north 
of the landing zone, at'J.d c:s he landed, heav~r enemy fire ,·;as taken ;C'rolil both 
s5.des. The ~'\.1.r..ship and trans1)ort :.:;vnners returned the :fire, and the recon teron 
11US extrc.cted Hithout injury to its members or to the helicopter cre.lS. Uhile 
prcceeding back out the Do. l\l'Ong lliver Valley, Captain C.i!J .. Wi's aircraft re­
ceived enemy sni:;,)er fire at Y.o30L,558, bu.t a2;nin no injuries uere sustained • 
• ~fter sare~' landinG at o.,ll1.atlg 'rri, it l/clS discovered that Captain C.il:J.(l.1U I S air­
craft had su.stained four hits from enemy fire. 
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. 
zf~~"frfDE N'hAl 

1. :'-ersonn.§.J, 

a. Transfers to Hi.'.u·i-262 - officers 3, enlisted 11 

b. Transfers from Hl.·,}·,-,-262 - officers 11, enlisted 33 

c. Promotions to present rank: 

Capt. 
l·'sgt 
Cp1 
LCp1 

Charles l:!:. C;B.UCJl~u.L 
James ..1. l·fOHPffiw;jj! 
Joseph J. VILLELLA, Jr. 
JalileS l:i. STEtJiUlT, j·r. 

2. 'Wards 

a. SinJ1e Hission Air x'leda1 

L·)~rU!\J OR, Donald B. 
KiY1ll'!, Hayne B .• 
Clll~·.A.jJi~, :fLay G. 

Hajor 
Capt. 
Capt. 

b. Air 1'ieda1 Wtdke/F1io-ht lum-rc1) 

C01LLf~, James D. III 
DAvID, );1aul D. 
i.;;·t·JJ.i.~G, Theodore h. III 
l'10TTARD, Dean L. 
SBAlv', hichae1 1'i. 
TH1GaLET, Robert E. 

c. Comba t ,urcrejl Hinge 

~-l.G1O:i'j, J:>eter T. 
J.,llj!.iii:i.i.jCJH, Gary lie 
m::i.~i..I!i1, Rickie O. 
!),ui~O.Al~, !'iichae1 1::. 
l"Ul'!l~, Terry L. 
l~lltil,.AL, 11Urvin J. 
:';J.i..i.{l'rH~~, Hobert 
llCG .... tri"i.:;Y, llichard !'i. 
P iJ.i)ILLil, Illfredo R. 
Pll2.Y .U.'tt'lly, Edmund 
l'Lllli1EY, :dichard L. 
lUCIL:~Oi~, Jack L. 

lst1t 
lstLt 
lstLt 
lstLt 
lstLt 
lstLt 

C1)1 
Cp1 
LOp1 
Sgt 
LCp1 
Cp1 
Op1 
Cp1 
LOp1 
Pfc 
LOp1 
:)St;t 
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1 December 1968 
20 December 1968 

5 December 1968 
5 December 1968 

14 December 1968 
14 December 1968 
14 December lSbB 

14 December 196B 
14 December 1968 
14 December 1968 
14 December 1968 
14 Uecember 1 <;6B 
14 December 1968 

31 December 1968 
31 uecember 1968 
31 December 1968 
31 December 1968 
.31 December 1968 
31 December 1968 
31 December 1968 
31 December 1968 
31 December 1968 
31 December 1968 
31 December 1<;68 
31 December 1968 
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3. Casualties 

Pfc ioxtrot 2 December 1968 

4. Heen1iptments 

11 December 1968 

5. §r::i'ety. Listed be10H are the aircraft incidents and accidents for the 
month of December 1968: 

Ground .lccident3---------____________________________________ NOlle 

Ground .Accidents - vue to J!inerny ilction--------------------_____ None 
.~r ~ccidents - Uperational---------------------------__________ l Charlie 
~dr Incident s - Up era tiono.l------------------------------______ H one 
.ar .Accidents - Due to Enemy ~l.ction-------------------__________ i:rone 
..:lir Incidents - iJue to i:,;neru.y .:~ction-------------------------____ 7 Echo 

lnj ury to ~"ers onne1-----,------------------------------_________ 1 :J!'oJCtrot 

The Llonth of December zhoHed a small increase in anti-aircraft activity 
b~r the enemy. l'his rcportifl[; iJeriod (1-31 Dec 68) consisted of a sliChtly 
h:.c;her rute of fire incidents in cOTIlllurinon to the m.nnber of sorties :r1011n 
the previous month. 

November 
December 

6568 
6245 

19 
22 

..316 

.355 

host of the fire incidents for this month lilere oispersed evenly throughout 
the vIhole operatinG area. The three areas that received the breatest concen­
tration of fire incidents are as follows: 

AD7664-856~~8562-7662 
YD0170-0470-0466-0166 
YlJ0130-0Li,JO-OLi.26-0126 

~}rncludes 1st Li£.:iT l'otuls 

7 
6 
5 

'l'here Here a total of 22 fire i.l1cidents uhich resulted in li~ht d:.::mae;e to 
tuo aircraft. One passenger, a 1JSN Corpsman, lfi<i, (P) • Total incidents include 
the follovTin.g tYl)6 !'ire: 

17 Small imlls 
9 "lutomatic~iealJonlJ 
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20 .30 Caliber 
1 .50 Gdiber 
1 .... rtillery 

'rhis 1110nth I-1:u·_262 u:::;.s ussi(;ned 111is3ions i..ll the ,,;11"). Eoa. area. in support 
0";- 1st I·.o.rine Division oj)erations. 8-2 has provided ID5.pS to the pilots in 
addition to 0. briefing map of the ': .. .1.1 Hoa end. Base 112 areus. '.I,'he map, locat­
ed in the 8-2 Section, depicts the enenflJ si tua.tion end fire incidents in that 
ro~ion. 1here Here no significant sighti...'1l!;s this month. 
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