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5 January 1969

Tos Comignding Officer, Provisional Marine .ircraft Grow 39 (Attn: G-3)

Subjs Commend Chronology, Pericd 1 December 1968 to 31 December 1968

Ref: (a) Grwo 5750,1D

Bnels j(l) Cormand Chronology

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is hereby submitted.

2. This letter becomes UNCLASSIFIED upon yemoval of enclosure (1).
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICCPIZER SiUADRON 262
COLdevD CHEQWOLOGY
1 URCEINERER 1968 TO 31 DuCHl.bLR 1568

ORGANTZLTTONAL DaTA

1, Organization Date

2, Task Organization and Unit Location
3. Average ionthly Strength of Squadron
4e Important Visitors to the Squadron

NARWTIVE SU-AdY and 0PARATIONLL HIGHLIGHTS

1., Narrative Sumngry of Significant Lvents
2. Operationel Highlights

SEQUANTYAL LISTING OF 3IGNIFICANT LVENTS

1, Personnel

2. Jvards

3. Gasuslties

he {eenlistments
5. Safety

6. Intelligence

“CLOSURE (1)
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OHGANTZATIONAL DATA
1. Qrganigzation Datg

a, Commanding Officer Albert N. LLLEN Lt0ol 1-31 ec
h. Executive Cfficer Leo J. IHLI Major 1-31 Dec
¢. Operations Officer Donald S. WAUNCH Hajor 1-31 Dec
d, Logisties Oificer Raymond G, PINSON Major 1-31 Dec
e. Personnel (fficer % ite Biltudd Capt, 1-31 Dec
f.  aviation Safety Officer Harvey . BRITY Hajor 1-31 Vec
g, Intelligence Cificer Hichard Pe a&Vans 1stlt 1-31 Dec
h, haintenance UIificer Marvip K, NELSOW Major 1-31 Dec
i. Sergeent Lajor slexander J, SONCLWT 1stSgt 1-31 bec
2, Losk Orceniagtion and Unit Jocation
MARINE LEOTUM HELICULTUR (UADLON 262
Provisional karine iircrait Group 39, lst Marine Aireraft Wing
YMF Pacific, Fr0, San Francisco, California 96602
Quang Tri air Base, hepublic of Vietnam, 1-31 December 1968
36 aversce wonthly Strength of Squadron
dgval avigtors 4idr/Ground Officers
45 3
snlisted lavel Cfficers
174, 1

4o Imoortent Visitors to the 3cvadron
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HalnLiVe STt OF STGUIFTCANT STw1g

Hawm262 flew o total of 1608.5 hours in suymort of the 3rd harine Division
and lst barine airceraft Liing operations duriny the month of December 1558.
ninor support was conducted for the arshel hountain Operation which cormenced
10 December 1968 cnd ientucky 1. 3cotlend IL and the Dawson River Oneration
vbich commenced 28 liovember 196§ accounted for the majority of the squadron's
£light hours, hww-262 lifted a total of 1524 med-evacs which included 97 emer-
pency, 245 priority, ond 1181 routine durin. the month,

Ground fog continually delesyed morning resunnly and troop lifts in the
dcotland II and Dawson River Opergtions throughout December. Low ceilings,
rein, and foy canceled or hindered missions to a considerable extent on the 22nd
end 23rd, The squadron flew only 29,0 and 7.0 hours respectively on those days.

In support of Dawson River Hilie202 flew 2205 sorties, carried 6470 troops,
and transported 302,5 tons of carge, The squadron flew a total of 542.5 hours
in support of Dawson River,

Scotland II accounted for 655,8 flizht hours, 2923 sorties, carried 5104
troops and transported 507,9 tons of cargo.

Helm252 sent a section of aircraft to un Hoa on the 25th, 20th, and 3lst
for resupnly auvgnentation in support of the 1st lkerine Division and Operation
lieade River,

OPBLRGTION AT, HIGELTCHTS

2 December 1058

Diverted from a 30L resupply mission by Vandergrift LisSC, Chatterbox 93-10,
1), 6, and 7 led by kajor 2. 3. WaliCh, with Coptoin Pe Ge W36, Hojor Re G.
PAUSUN, ond 1lstLt T. W, DRPER in the £1izht inserted and extracted a reaction
atoon in support of the U, &8¢ Army S.0.G. Recon Team "Hot Foot", The flizbt
inserted the 2nd Platoon of Golf Compeony, 2ad Battelion, Oth harines into "LZ
Vevil® at LI025665, "Hol Moot" was surrounded by a suspected battelion sizec
BVa wit, Lfter the U. 5. iray extracted "Hobt oot! the Chatterbox sireraft
extracted the marine platoon, which brousht uwith it one WVA kli. Lnemy auvtoma-
tlc weepon fire was taken on the extraction; but with cover from ViW-6 UH-13}
Guaships, ond skillful flying, the mission wes completed without any aircraf
demage or injury to personnel,

7 December 1958

tigjor Ds B¢ WUHCH, lstlt T L WWUsITS, Capiain f, S. wWdGIEIART, lstlLtb
T, L, Qidbill, dWojor . G. PLISON, letht R J. TCLLIN, bajor L. J. IHLI, and
1stlt J. G, O'CUMIOR (Walnut Hill 1 throush &), were diverted from their re-
supply and troop 1lift missions Zor an emergency 1300 harine troop lift. Three
w161 helicopters and four Vi0e6 UH-1i gunshins joined the Hiwm262 aircrafi
and transported elements of the 2nd Battelion, 4th harines from Vandergrift
Combat Sase, and elements of the lst Battalion, 3rd marines from C-1 (¥D224682)
to multiple zones just south of the Ui, and north of the Hockpile and Camp
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Carroll.

The 1ift began at 1210H from Vandergrift runway to Lz "Junior" (YD013605).
All aircraft orbited over Cam Lo (YD128595) while artillery and air prep of the
Landing sone was completed, During the 160 man 1ift into Lz "Sunior! second-
ary explosions in the next prenlanned Landing “one at LU984540 were touched
off by air prep. The operztion was subsequently altered and the second 1ift of
150 combat troops went into L4 "Junior'! zlso, Both lifts were suceessfully
completed without mishap., One hundred combat troops were then lifted from Ven-
dergrift runway into a new Landing Zone at XDS97614 without incident, It was
decided that the remaining elements of the 2nd Battalion, /th liarines (250 com~
bat troops) would be dropped into Lz "Junior" and not the preplanned zone at
i1998624, This alternate plan was smoothly accomplished without mishap.

Due to mechanical failvreg the transport helicopters were reduced to eight
aircraft when the 1lifts for the lst Battalion, 3rd Marines began. igain after
orbiting Cem Lo for completion of artillery prep of Lz "Tiger" (YD045648) the
first elements of 450 combat troops were dropped, Sporadic small arms and
automatic weapons fire was encountered by hw.w~262 alrcraft, With fire suppors,
fixed ving aireraft and Vi0-6 gunship cover, the lift was successfully completed.
jiuh darkness ropidly approaching it was decided to 1ift the last elements of
the lst Lattaelion, 3rd iarines (200 troops) into Lz "Tiger" instead of the pre-
briefed L4, adse at YD049%50, L11 transport helicopters made at least two runs
into L& "Tiger® in darkness without benefit of illumination in order to complete
the 1ift, 41l elements of the 1360 combet troop 1ift were transported with the
exception of one heliteam, which was returrned to the leading zone at C-1 because
ol one transport helicopter!s low fuel state,

The troop 1ift went well congidering the rapid planning and freguent changes
of landing zones, «ll flizht crews involved flew 6 to 10 hours with the most
hazardove flying done at nizht vhen fatigue was setting in, The troop 1ift was
completed without accident to any sircraft or injury to personnel, Roth air
cnd artillery preparation of the landing zones and good organization in the picke-
un zZones contribu‘ted?é successful ground end air operation, 262 trensported
& total of 1130 combat troops and flew a total of 65,8 hours in support of the
mlssion,

8 December 1968

A section of aircraft led by Ceptain b, ¥. Vil WLkCbiL, launched on a
morning recon mission of several inserts and extrects, Prior to the attempted
insert of Recon Team "Hungarian® at YD246343, o thorough zone prep was -rovided
by fixed wing aircraft, The aporoach and landing in the zone was accomplished
under the surveillaonce and cover of two Ud-1E gunships from Hil-357, Immedi-
ately after team insertion Captein VAN «IwCiwl's gircraft cauwe under intense
eneny small arwms fire. Thouzh it was belleved all tean members were aboard
when Captain Vil wAKChua departed, two members had been forced to remain due to
the enemy fire, :Jith the lead gunship at an extremely low fuel state an
immnediate extract of the remaining team mewbers was accomplished, However,
Captain Vul¥ WIWCKSL's airceraft sustained several hits.
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13 December 1668

First lLieutenant R. L. BallUN, commander of Chatterbox led-kvec, was sent
on an emnergency med-evac ifor Recon Team "Oak Tree" at ¥P108192, It was de-
cided to extract the entire team, and with cover by an additional gunship and
the chase trangport helicopter, the extract was commenced. During the attenpt-
ed landing, in very high elephant rass, the aft rotor blades struck a tree,
Tae landing was cborted and the entire nine member team was picked up by hoist
without further incident, Lieutenant BAIUK successfully completed the extract
though oll aft rotor blades were demaged,

A4 December 1968

Hiim262 launched three transports on a guick reaction mission to move
Reaction Force "Deer Wern" from Lz sharon (T1334488) to Y312434. liajor L. J.
AT, lstLit de L. BuiTOn, and 1stht R J. T0eLIN comzanded the three aireraft
vhich lifted 122 troops in 22 sorties, Though lizht small arms fire was re-
ceived on the second trip into the zone, the mission was successfully completed.
Vo injury or damage was taken on this mission, 7Two UH-1i gunships from Vil-6
and a Tlight of four fixed wing provided cover for the transports.

20 Decenber 1968

hajor k. M. helsUy led & section of Hidwm262 aircraft on a night emergency
extract of Hecon Team "Spongy Tackle" at YP140760 within the D4, ‘Jith artil-
lery and fixed wing illumination and covered by two Uk-1a gunshins from W0-6,
tinjor NulisUs commenced his extraet of "Spongy Tacklel, .utoumatic weapons fire
wes received fronm the north while the transport helicopter was in the landing
zone, Uemered by stumps in the zone, rajor wWulslu had difficulty finding a
nlace to land, s the gunners returned enemy fire, the creuw chief wac able to
nanevver the pilot into a safe landing. The team was successfully extracted
with no Injury to personnel or hits on the cirerai’t, The trensport helicopter
we.s damazed slightly by stunps in the landing zone,

21 decenber 19684

Coptain i e Lullun, aireraft commcnder of 93-9, and lsthit J. G, O'CUMMOR,
aireraft commander of 93-10 were diverted from recon resupnly for two emer-
gency extracts and an emergency med-evac, The irst extract was coupleted by
Lt, G'CUneti. viho hoisted Hecon Teem "FWrogtbite" from a landing zone ot YU274326.
4ith darkness ajproaching, Gaptain ol exitrected decon Team "Hungorizn',
I11lunination of the zone st YD233391, which was only 200 rfeet below an overcast,
was provided by a »6-130 und cover by Vul-6 sunships, Captain 8:Xak vho had
suvccessivlly extracted the team, was then directed to make an emergency med-
evae at Jong da mountain (YDOR3598). .zain with Wl-6 gunship cover, and
iJlunination provided by a 1:0-130, Gaptain L.Vl besan his anproach to the zone
wkich was intermittently IfR. ke landed in the zone under I R conditions and
extracted the med-evac, .1l three tasks were completed vithout mishap.
i GLOSUEL
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December 16568

Lhouzh inclement weather had 11 but halted Fiwm202 operations for the day,

aptain K Go Cuina lauvnched out on en emergency recon extraet of "Glemson
songts  "(Glemson dong" was under contact and surrounded by an unknoun size
enemy force, Capialn Caluli, cnd hig wvingman lstlt C. 4. LABTLN were Torced
to fly dengerously low due to the overcast vhich was only 100-300 feet .Gi,
The flijht proceeded to Vendergrift Combgt Base and then down the Da krong
tzver Valley to the landing zone, Because of increasing bad visibility and
lowering ceilings, both gunship and transport wingmen orbited 3000 meters north
of the landing zone, and as he landed, heavy enemy tire was taken Trom both
sides, The junship and transport yunners returned the fire, and the recon team
was extracted without injury to its members or to the helicopter crews, ihile
proceeding back out the Da hrong River Valley, Captain C.iibi's aircrafi re-
ceived enemy sniper fire at Y0304558, but again no injuries were sustained.
~fter safely landing at guang Tri, it was discovered that Captain C.iviDa's aire
crait had sustoined four hits from enemy fire.
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SEJUANTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFTCANT HVENTS

1, iersopnel

a, Transfers to Hiwi-262 - officers 3, enlisted 11
b. Transfers from Hu-262 - officers 11, enlisted 33

¢, Promotions to present rank:

Capt. Charles k., CHUOKALL 1 December 1968
BSgt James A. MURPHHZE 20 December 1968
Cpl Joseph J. VILLELLA, Jr, 5 December 1968
LCpl James W. STEWAKT, Jr. 5 December 1968

2.

WallyCH, Donald S. Hajor 1/ December 1968
BiYAal, Weyne R. Capt., 14 December 1968
CANAVA, Ray G. Capt. 1/ December 198
b, JLir lied strike/Flisht {
COLLINS, James D, IIX letlt 14 December 1968
DAVID, Paul D. 1stLt 14 December 1968
LuInG, Theodore M, III 1stLt 1/ December 1968
+0TTARD, Dean L, 1stLt 1/ December 1968
SHAW, liichael M, 1stit 1/ Vecember 1968
TRIGALET, Robert &. lstlt 14 December 1968
c, Combat gircrew Wing
AGLOH, Peter T, Col 31 December 1958
ANUBRSON, Gary R. Cpl 31 December 1968
BiiiZul, Rickie C. LGpl 31 December 1968
UUNCAN, iichael L, Sgt 31 December 1968
Funk, Terry L. LCpl 31 December 1968
KoshAL, ltarvin J. Cpl 31 December 1968
1aRTI1%, Robert Cpl 31 December 1968
1CCAULEY, Richard i Cpl 31 December 1968
PADINLA, Alfredo R, LCp1 31 December 19%68
PRAYJAHTY, Edmund Pfe 31 December 1968
PURSLEY, dichard L. LCplL 31 December 1968
RICHLRUSOW, Jack L. 835t 31 December 1968

W{CLOSURS (1)
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3. GCagualties

NiSBER, R, B. Pfe Foxtrot 2 December 1968
4o Aeenlistmentg

BiOwiELlL, Jevid R, 2zt 11 December 1968

5. Safety. Listed below are the aircraft incidents and accidents For the
month of December 1948:

Ground .ccidents fione
Ground aAccidents = Due to Znemy Action ilone

&ir sccidents - Uperational 1 Charlie
sir Incidents - Uperational. Hone

alr Accidents = Due to Enemy dction ilone

iir Incidents = Due to Lneuy Jction 7 Echo
Injury to Personnel 1 Foxtrot

6. Intellivence

The nonth of December showed a small inerease in anti-aireraft activity
by the eremy., This reporting period (1-31 Dec 68) consisted of a slightly
higher rate of fire incidents in comvarison to the number of sorties flowm
the previous nonth,

LONTH SURTTES U8B INCIOnTS  AVHRAGE FIRK TGI8 3R 100 SRS

November 6568 19 0316
December 6245 22 «355

kost of the fire incidents for this month were dispersed evenly throughout
the whole operating area, The three areas that received the greatest concen~
tration of fire incidents are as follows:

FOTAL #IRE YCIDwNTSH

ZDV755/p8564~8562-T562 7
YD0L70-0470~0466-0166 6
Y10130-0430-0426-0126 5

#Includes 1lst il Totals
There vere a total of 22 fire incidents which resulted in light dumage to

tuo aircraft, Cne passenger, a USN Corpsman, WIa(P). Totz). incidents include
the following type rires

17 Small Arms
¢ avtomatic ieapons

Wi CLOSUEE (1)
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20 .30 Caliber
1 .50 Caliber
1 urtillery

This wonth Him252 wos ussigned missions in the in Eos ares in guppory
of lst Larine Division operations, &-2 has provided meps to the pilots in
addition to a briefing map of the .n Hoa and Base 112 areas, The map, locat-
ed in the 5-2 Section, depicts the enemy situation and fire incidents in that
region., There were no significant sightings this month,

—it

DECLASSIFIED




