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Provisional Marine i4ircraft Group 39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, MF Pacific
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MARIWE bisuIUn HELICUPTWR SWUADEDH 262
COkisiiD CHIONOLOGY
1 JANUARY 1969 T0 31 JuliVARL 1969

PART T ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

ls Orpanization Data

2. Task Organization and Unit Location
3e hverage Monthly otrength of Squadron
4e Important Visitors to the Squadron

PART II NAKRATIVE SUMMARY AND QPERATIONAL HIGHLIGRTS

L. Narrative Summary of Significant Liveats
2. Opecrational Highlishts

PART IIX SEQUENTI.L LISTING GF SIGUIFICANT EVENTS

1, Personnel

2. luards

3. Casualties

4e lisenlistments
5. BSafsty

6, Intclligence
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ORGAN T 2. TIONAL DATG

Orpanization Data

o, Commanding Officer dlbert No ALLEN LtCol 1-31 Jan
b. Executive Officer Leo J. IHLI Major 1-31 Jan
¢, Opcrations Oificer Donald S. WAUKCH Major 1-31 Jan
d. Logistics Officer Raymond G. PINSOUN Major 1-31 Jan
e, Personnel Officer tayne H. BRYLH Capt., 1-31 Jan
f. Aviation Safety Officer Harvey L. DRITT Hajor 1-31 dan
%o Intelligence Officer Richard P. LViS lstlt 1-31 Jan
h, Maintenance Orficer Marvin . NELSON Major 1-31 Jan
i, Sergeant Major wlexander J. SUNCR.MT  1stSet 131 Jan

Tagk Creanization and Unit Location

MLRING MBEOTUM HBLICOPTGSR SWULDROK 262

Provisional Merine iircraft Group 39, lst Marine iircraft iing
FMF Pacifie, TP0, San Francisco, Califorania 96602

Wuang Tri Lir Base; Republic of Vietnam, 1-~31 January 1969

averaze Monthly Strencth of Squadron

Naval Aviators adr/Ground Qfficers

4L 3
inlisted Neval Officers
160 1

mportant Visitorg to the Syuadron
General Leonard f. CHAPMAN, Jr, Commandant of the Marine Corps 10Jané6g

MajGen Charles J. WUILTHi Commanding General, lst Mal 28T enéo
BGen George L. DOULEY Chiefl of Staff, 3rd MAF 30J an69
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ParT IT

NaRATIVE SUMbaiY OF STGNLEICANT BVENTS

HMM-262 flew a total of 1623,1 hours in support of the lst Marine Air-
eraft Wing operations during the month of January 1969, 4 total of 188,3
hours were flown in support of the 1lst Marine Division, and a total of
1292,5 hours were flown in support of the 3rd Marine Division, Scotland
II and Dawson kiver, 3rd Marine Division operations, accounted for the
najority of the squadron's flight time. HMMe262 1iftcd a total of 1232
ned-evacs which included 100 emergency, 137 priority, and 995 routine
during the month,

In support of Scotland II, the squadron flew a total of 1604 sorties
for 370.3 hours. a total of 4209 combat troops and 247.6 tons of cargo -°
were transported for 4th Marine operations.

HMM-262 flew a total of 370 hours in support of Dawson River, It took
1570 sorties to 1ift 4348 couwbat troops and R42.3 tons of cargo for 9th
Marine operations.

Low ceilings, rain, and fog curtalled operations 15 days out of the
month, Two to three day periods of bad weather around the 5th, 14th and
31st curtailed squadron cperations, Ground fog and low ceilings delayed
morning operation continually throughout the month,

[iMe262 increased its support of the lst Marine Division by frequently
scnding a flight of four or more aircraft to the An Hoa area. WNew efforts
also were commenced south of the YD 20 pgrid line near the .. Shau Valley in
support of Operation Dewey Canyon. Total operations in the month of Jan-
uary extended Hmin-262 farther than ever before in the I Corps area,

QR hATTul sl HIGHLIGHTS
2 Jonuary 1969

HMM-262 1ifted a total of 399 Marines from Vandergrift Gombat base to
multiple zones just cast of the Laotian border at XD709428, &D692445,
XD706440, and XD745441, With twelve transport helicopters, the centire
1st Battalion of the 9th Marine hegiment and Lima Company of the 3rd Bat-
talion, 9th Marines conducted oir assaults into those zones. Major D. S.
WaliCH led eleven other aircraft commanded by lstlt ke J, TOMLIN, Major
D. O MCGAHL, 1stlt J. C. O'CUBKULK, kajor M. i, NLLSOwn, lstLt . . cARVEY,
Major L. J. IHLI, Capt, ii. ©. GRU#DY, Cupt. w. L, bi¥ilk, and Capt. M. .
pLT0LLLL on the 1ift which took an average of 5,3 hours per aircraft,
Eight externsls whicn welphed o tounl of seven tons were also 1ifted intc
the zonee, The assault was covered by four UH-1E punships, two 0V-10's,
and two n=4's on station, IMn-262 completed the mission without mishap,
and no enemy fire was taken,

3 Jonuary 1969

aircraft commanded by LtCol ae M, sbldt, 1stLt . P, LEValS, 1stLt
Fe We hailVLY, Capt. we Ko DitXan, Capt. K. be GHUKDY, Major D. S. WAUNCH,
lstlt K. J. TuMLIl, lstlt w. L. Badlul, and Capt. P. W. MabDDal transported
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1122 combat troops from the 2nd akVit regiment, The assault troop 1lift was
flown from Vandergrift Combat base to XD817224, LD808310, 4841345, and
AD788383, zones near the Laotian border, The landing zones were prepped by
fixed wing aircraft, and with cover by two UH-1L gunships the mission was
coupleted without mishap, HMM-262 aircraft also transported 1.5 tons of
internal cargo, and flew an average of 3.4 hours per aircraft to successfully
complete the &l yssault troop lift,

8 January 1969

lstLt R. L. baifUN, Section Leader on a recon mission received fire on
two separate occasions while attempting to insert recon teams "Wisdom Jacket!
and "Darting Star", Moderate enemy fire was received Just alter landing at
YD025601 with "Wisdom Jacket" gboard, With the insert position compromised,
it was decided to depart with the team aboard, and abort the insert, While
on an approach to 4D944642 with "Darting Star" aboard, intense automatic
weapons fire was received, un immediate wave—off was executed, Though
humerous encmy rounds were fired at lstLt SuklUN's airceraft not one scored
& hit as he cvaded the iire, Two UH-1E gunships flew cover for the trans-
" ports, and had prepped thc zone. '

12 J:onuary 1969

HMM-262 1ifted a total of 1172 combat troops with ten sircraft, which
flew a totul of 53.1 hours to couwplete the mission, The troop 1liit was
led by Major H. L. oRITT, followed by aircraft commanded by 1lstLt it. W,
BAKVEY, 1stLt K. L. SualfUng lstLt T. W DidrkR, Major L. J, IHLI, 1stLt
G. E. Waudil, Capt, W. R. bRY4n, 1stlt N. J, LiMUIns, Major K. G. PInSOd,
and Gapte k. B, GhUsDY. Combat troops of the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines
and of the 1lst Lattulion, 9th Marines were 1lifted from XD768383, £D766455,
AD730417, aD784423, KD745443, K0809393, X0783398, iD864577, und XD&5/593
to Vandergrift Combat Buse, st one tiue fire was reported enroute at
XD776431, but no damage to aircraft or injury to personnel resulted. Next
followed an assault 1ift of 2nd ARV Regiment troops from XD863360 to
£D825227, .Iter fixed wing prep of the landing zohe, HMM-262 escorted by
two UH-1ls gunships commenced the assault. The assault went without mishap,
but mechanical difficulties to 1stlLt HuLRVEY's aireraft required him to
leave his aircraft at LZ Cates over night, 411 crews flew a totul of 4 to
7 hours to successiully complete the mission,

o

13 Janua 60

HMn~262 conducted an assault troop 1ift into an old landing zone,
Catapult, at AD826617, Major D. b. wWaliCh led five other aireraft commande
eda by lstLt k. P. ZVaiS, Mojor D. O. MOGuHL, 1stLt K. J, PUMLIN, Capt, M. L,
LITCHELL, snd hajor He re oOLki. Landing sone Catapult was thorou hly
prepped by artillery from ¢SB's Neville and Russell, With further prep by
Uh-1& gunships covering the assault itself, the transports, which had lifted
out eleuents of the lst Battalion, 4th Marines at £D864577, commenced the
insertion, .s Major wulisCi hovered in the zone prior to touchdown, an ex~
plosion occurred approximately 30 meters to the rear of his aircraft. Le
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departed the zone. When it was assured that a stray round from friendly
mortars was not the cause, hajor W.UWC appfoached the zone, this tinme
from a different direction to avoid observation by enemy O's, ..fter a
successful landing and the troops had disenbarked, an explosion just shead
of the left stub wing rendered Major W.lnCli's aircraft unflyable, The aire
craft was shut down, and the crew Jdeparted with the .50 caliber machine
guns, 1stLt &V.NS hovered with only his ramp touching the gyround, and suc-
cessfully rescued the crew of the douned aircraft, With the crew returned
to safety the rest of the flight completed the troop 1ift inserting 150
troops to secure the landing zone,

22 January 1969

Major K. G. PILSUN leading a section of quick reaction transports
successfully extracted rocon team "Dallas Girl" without incident, Then as
darkness approached, rccon team "Blend", surrounded by an unknown size
eneny unit at YU180557, requested immediate extraction, With flares and
fire support from a C-117 Spooky aircraft, and cover from two UH-1E gunships,
Major PLLSON commenced his approach. [Fire suppression by the gunships kept
the cnemy down while the team boarded the transport. While the aircralt was
in the zone cheuwy fire comnenced., Un departure the intensity of fire in-
creased, Major Fluolli managed to evade enemy hits and returned the tean
unharmed to uang Tri,

25 January 1969

LtCol ase o 4LLEN led twelve aircraft on an assault troop 1lift into
multiple zones at the northorn entrance of the i Shau Valley. Eleven air-
craft commionded by Capte i G. CulliDi, Major . H, NELSON, lstlt H. e
H.KVEY, major D. S WalnCh, 1stLt N. J. LEMUINE, Major D, O. MCGUHL, lstLt
He Lo bafdTON, Major L. J. IHoI, 1stLt L. P. BVinS, Major K. G. PINSUN and
Capt. W. fie LYWV transported the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines. 4 total of
676 conbat troops were lifted from Vandergrift Combat Lbase and Lz Hiender—
_son to YD185136, YD188153, YD018594, YD081411, and YID199168 in 162 sorties,
which required 54,0 aircraft flight hours to complete the mission, The
landing zones werc preppod by fixed wing alrcraft., Covered by two (V-10's '
and four UHh-1E gunships, the mission was completed without mishap., With
the assault of 3/9 a new operation, Dewey Canyon, had begun.

26 January 1969

Two Hil1-262 resupply aireraft were diverted for an energuhcy recon
extraction, LtCol ue §. oLLEN led the flight to YD0%5155, where an eight
man recon tear, Church View, was in contact with the enemy. LtCol .Libl,
event 936, deened a quick cxtraction necessary, Govered by two UH-1l
gunships he coutienced his approach. On final approach to the zone 93-6
took fire, which continued as he hovered in the zone. Intense fire from
all sides was directeua at the transport while the tean entered the ailrcraft.
Un Jdeparture the enemy firc continued, with suppressive fire from the
gunships and the transport itself, no hits were sustained in the extract
aircraft, Church View was successfully extractcd Trom the grasp of the
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enemy and returned to -uany Tri with only one minor injury to the recon
tean,

29 January 1969

Diverted from & resupply tission, LtCol ... b, »LLEN and 1stLt K. N.
HuliveY werc directed to extract recon teaws Chiropractor and Crystal Star,
LtCol sLikn escorted by two UH-1E gunships landed at ZD924680 to extract
Chiropractor, who had captured a wounded enemy soldier., Immediately after
the transport 1liftcd from the zone it cuame under intense enemy fire, LtCol
abiilili was able to avoid being hit, and without injury to personnel or dom-
age to the aircraft, the teanm was returned to Vandergrift Combat Lase.

Then recon team Crystal Star at YDL79103 called for en emerzcney extraction
when eneny umovenent was detected on all sides, 1stLt HiRVEY covered by two
UH-1E gunships landed in total darkness into a tight, tree confined area
using only a strobe light for direction into the zone, While departing the
zone the airerait came under woderate encuy fire, but skillfully evading
hits, lstLt fuvBY returned the beloaguered teun unharned to wuardy Tri,

ENGLOSURE (1)
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S UENTIAL LISTING U SIGiIdI0NT HVBNTS

Zersonnel

2o Transfers to HMM=262 - officers 8, enlisted 19
bs Transfers from HMu-262 - officers 6, enlisted 23
Ca FPromotions to present rank:

Mujor Deyle 0. MCGuHa
Capt, haymond b, GRUNDY
Capt, Griffin H, HilhdLL
Sgt  James T, ¥LOWESS, Jr.
Cpl Lyndon b, Falk

LCpl Thomas V, ST.NWOGD
Pfe Hobert D, BWOUSSLID

SRILT, harvey b, Ma jor
WalliCH, bonald S, Major

b. Bronze Star

Hw LING, Nicholas J, Opl
ce Navy Commendation redal
Fobaiily, John J, 10pl

de Combat .ircrew Winss

CulvEill, Charles N, LCpl
w0zipL, Donny ke LCpl
e
CiLVuaT, Charles M, LCpl
HaUGLidD, Robert L. oSyt
nILsY, Uale u., Cpl
SealY, noger L. LCpl
SINbee, Glenn I, Cpl
STALSEY, Irankie LCpl
WHulinkk, Lenneth w, Cpl
wILuINS, Charles ... LCpl
7
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4 January 1969
1 January 1969
1 January 1969
1 January 1969
1} January 1969
14 Januvary 1969
16 Januury 1969

28 January 1969
28 January 1969

28 January 1969

28 January 1969

30 January 1969
25 January 1969

20 Jeanuary 196¢
8 January 1969
5 January 1969

20 January 196G
5 January 1969
8 January 1969
5 January 1969
8 Januory 1969
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3. SLasualties

FraldS, Barry L. Cpl Dl 17 January 1969

M.YNE, Stephen W, LCpl Dal 17 January 1969
4e Heenlistients

WialD, Hay M. aQSgt 27 January 1969

5. Safety. Listed below are the alrcraft incidents and accidents ior the
nonth of January 1969;

Ground iccidents 1 Licho
Ground sceidents -~ Due to Enemy iction None

»ir gccidents - Operational None

+ir Incidents - Operational 6 Leho
+ir sccidents - Due to Enemy ..ction 1 Charlie
~ir Incidents - Due to Enewy .ction 1 ucho
Injury to Personnel 1 Foxtrot

6, Intellisence

The month of January showed an increese in anti-aireraft activity by
the enemy. This reporting period (1-31 January 1969) consisted of a
higher fire incident rate in comparison to the number of sorties flown and
the previous months statistics:

RMORTH SO LTINS Tk INCIDEHTS AVERLGE ¢THE IwCIDENTS Pk 100 DULT TiiS
Dccember 6245 22 « 355
January 6167 21 345

The areas receiving the greatest concentration of fire incidonts were: -

Ahlu, ' TOT.0, 1Rk INCTDRNTS

Contral DMz | n

Culll West 5
- Dewey Canyon 23 (Includes 1stMui totals)

There was a total of 21 fire incidents resulting in two hits. Total
incidents include the following type fires:

16 Snall srms (Vecé8 - 17)

9 uutomatic Weapons (Decb8 - Q)
18 ,30 Caliber (Dec6b8 - 20)

1 .50 Caliber (Dec6b8 - 1)

2 Mine (Decb8 - 0)

The 5-2 Section has established a large arca map depieting Worthern I
Gorps frow the LMz to Chu Lai. The operating TuOR's are deplcted on this

MAp.
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