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M4HRINE 1isDIUM HELICOPTLR SQUADHON 262
Provisional Marine aircraft Group 39
lst Marine airerait Wing, M Pocific
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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commending Officer, Provisional Murine Aircraft Group 39 (Attn: o-3)

subj:  Compand Chronology, Period 1 March 1969 to 31 March 196G

Ref: (@) Grw 5750,1B

Encl: j(l) Comuand Chrenology
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HaiddE :iEDIUM HELiCOPTﬁR‘SQUAEHQH 262
" COMpAND CHRONOLOGY
1 MAHCH 1969 TC 31 MARCH 196¢

PART I ORGANTZATIONAL Dala

1., Organization Data ‘
2. Task Organization and Unit Location
3. Average Monthly Strength of Squedren
4e Important Visitors to the Squadron

PLRT 1I ‘ NARKATTVE STMARY AND OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

1. Narrative Summary of Significant Bvents
2. Operational Highlights

PART III SLLERTIAL LISTING OF SIGeIFICANT EVENTS

1. Personnel
2. Awards
3. Gosualties
4. Deenlistments
5. safety
6., Inteliigeérice =
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PART T

QRGANT 2 ATTONAL DATA

1. Qrganizotion Do

ML AT A8 A

€

8o Comminding Ofiicer Albert 1. ALLERE LtCol 1-23 Mar
James &. WELLS, JR. LtCol 24=31 Mar
b, Bxecutive Officer Leo J. IHLI Major 1-25 Mar
¢, Operations Officer Donald S. WaUnNCH Major 1..19 Mar
Marvin R. NELSOH Major #0~31 Mar
d. Logistics Officer Feymond G, PINSON —  Mojor — 1-19 Mar
Dayle O« MCGAHA Major 20--31 Mar
e. Personnel Officer Donald J. MBSIAN Major 131 Mar
f. saviation Saiety Officer Harvey E, BKITT Major 1-31 lar
'g. Intelligence Officer Richard F. EVANS T 1stLt 1.3l Mar
h, Maintenance Officer Mervin K. wBLSOH Major 1-19 Mar
Haymond G, PI [oQN Major 20-31 har

\

i. Sergeant Major alexander J. oSUHCRANT 1stSgt  1-31 Mar

2. Tdsk Qresnizaotion and Unit Location
MaRTHE MeDIUM HELICOPIER SWUADRON 262
Provisional Murine Aircraft Group 39, lst Marine Aircraft Wing
Fi¥ Pacific, FPO, San Francisco, Galifornia 96602
vang Tri 4ir Base, Republic of Vietnem, 1-31 March 1969
3. Aversge Monthly Styrength of Scu & dron
Noval Avistors Adr/uround Qfficcrs
45 o . 3
Anlisted Neval Officers
155 o ‘ : 1.
b lm_ug_r.._.a_ Vl;slt_o Jrs, Lo the Sguadron

None -
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NARRATIVE SURMMAKY OF S1GHIFICANT LVahTs

HMM-262 flew a total of 1131.1 {light hours, the majority of whi h
were in support of the Third Marine Division, The squadron evacusted a
total of 893 med-evacs as follows: 140 emergency, 202 priority, end 551
routine,

.. breakdowvm of significant operations and opsrational highlights -

follows:

, NOQ, OF SORITmS HOURS ALOWN TROOPS LIFTHED TOES O GARGO
Dewey Canyon 082 263.5 1484 9342
Maine Crag 1121 2544 2483 14942

Furple Martin 667 171..0 1822 70.6

Monsoon weather curtailed operotions Guring the entire period, During
intermittent periods of good weother naxlioum support was provided to sup-
sorted units,

O2pbadTONAL BIGELIGHTS
5 lMarch 1969

Major L., J. IELI ¢nd his wingmon 1stLt J. D. COLLINS Iaunched ot down

to extroct Third Marine Division Recon Tesm "Dock Leaf', The team was under
attack by an unkiown size enemy force and had sufiered three KIis and three
WiAs out of the twelve team members. Major IHLI and Lt. COLLINS climbed IFR
with radar vectors to VFR on top and proceeded to Lz irgonne at ADG75572
where the team wos surrcunded, With support of two Uhellk gunships, Major
IHLI entercd the zone, Enemy grenades were received and with threc emer-
gency med-evacs and one Lli aboard, dMajor IHLI was forced to depart. After
additional suppressive iire by thé punships Lt. CULLIES entered the zone to

xtract the remaining team mewbers, His aircraft sustoined fragment hits

in the oft blades from grenade explosions, Intcnse enemy smill armg fire
was directed at the aireraft during deporture, but Lt., COLLINS completed the
extrict with only minor domage. Both pilots returned the team members to
wuang Tri by GCa's and successfully completed the mission.

5 March 1969

\ First Lieutenant . i. HARVEY and his wingman 1stLt T.. . WILLI:MO
\ lounched on an emergency resupply to Indic Company, 3rd Battalion, 4th-
\Marines' position at £DS32642, 4as the lend circrait cpproached and departed

the zone, small arms and mortar rire was directed at them. &fter Lt, WILLIAMS
- had droppsd his load the aircraft was hit by intense automatic weapons fire,
and it subsequently burst into flwies. The pilot quickly maneuvered the
- buriing cireraft to LZ Mack at XD9T7616, ‘which was presently being assaulted
by U. 5. Marines. The crew evacucted the burning aircraft in the widst of
the iire fight, and were picked up rear by. &1l five of the crew suffered
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burns, three went to the hospital ship cnd two with only minor injuries
were returned to wuang Tri. The aireraft hos not been recovercd from the
ZONE,

I YMarch 1969

First Licutenant D. L. MUTTLED wos directed to tronsport ITFDS components
from YD216175 to ¥D155136. While unloading the internal load an explosion
of unkcoun origin burst the aircrait into flames., The aircraft was destroy-
ed by the fire und Marines in the zone had to aid the crew in escaping the
burning aircrait, JFour of the crew members received severe burns cnd were
0ed-EeVaced, ' '

8 March 1569

HM-262 lounched eight aireraft to transport elements of the lst Botta—
lion, 9th Marines, 1st Battolion, 3rd Marines, and 2nd itVii's tetaling 670
b troops, on a tactical troop 1lift. LtCol &e W, ALLEW led aircrait
commended by Capt. He Go GuaDi, Major D. 0. M0GaHa, Major D. J. MGShAl,

ajor L. 8. WAUHCH, Copt. D. L. wHlTE, Major L. J. IHLI, ond 1stLt R. &,
WiY. The troops were picked up at YD167135, 1D164106, XDSH9%17, XDGRE437,
YD216038, and Vandegrift Combat Base and dropped at XDE75575, XD9RE437, and
AD928437. The 1lift was covered by two (V~10's and two UH-1E gunships.
Loy recoiless rifles, mortars, and cutomatic weapon fire was received ot
. IDR16038 cnd YDR14039, Hi=262 airceraft continued the mission, and with

5.7 hours per crew the migssion was completed without injury ‘o personnel

or damage to zircraft.

i

10 darch 199

HMi-262 extrocted 114 AKVE Speciol Forees troops from o zone within
LACS at YD163003, HMajor D. &5. WaUkCH led seven other aireraft commanded by
Major D. J. MESBAL, Major L. O. MOGaLs, 1stLt R. P. EVANS, Major . K., HRLSOW,
lstlt J. C. O'COSNOR; letLt R. L. BAKTON, and lstLt N. J. LEMOINZ, Though
small arms Iire was directed ot the {light cnd a grenade damaged lstit GVAKS!
adlreraft, the mission wos completed, Cover and escort was provided by OV-10's
ond UH-1i gunships with iizxed wing on station, '

215 Mn'rg’q : 96“9

First Lieutenant J. G, U'CONNOR led a section of HMM-262 aircraft on s
recon mission and successfully inserted and exbracted ten tesms. approxi-
mately onc half hour after inserting recon team "Amanda" into 4D789239, the
team came under attock from enemy forces, With the tesm surrounded, 1stLt
0! COWLOR, covercd by two UH=-1lE gunships, commenced his approach, Twe OV-10's
were striking kncwn enemy positions only 100 meters from the tesm, With his
«50 caliber machine guns firing, Lt. 0'CUNeOR successfully extracted "imonda®,
end though onemy iire was directed at the aircraft he évaded eny domoge to
the circraft or injury to personnel., The rescucd recon team was then taken
to Third Division Recon 'at (uang Tri. ’
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17 Maren 1969

Major H. ., RITY wos requested to perform an emergency extroct of 3rd
Marine Division Recon Team "dorly Flower®, which waos in contact with encmy
forces. Covered by UH-1E gunships wnd with (V=10's on station, Majcr BRITT
entered the zone, 4s the tesm bourded with one iriendly Wia, the alrerait
ceme under small srms fire, With minor damage to the aircraft, but no in-
jury to personnsl, Major BRLIT returned the team to wuong Tri,

18 March 19569

Major He B. BRITT led aircraft commanded by lstlt J. C. C'OUMLCR, kajor
Lo Jo IHLL, 1stLt I. W. DIPER, Mejor D. J. BiShsll, Capt. D. L. wHITE, Mojor
e G. PLNSON, and 1stLt R. P. EVAES on a tactical troop 1ift to pull out the
1st Battalion, 9th Marines and elements of the 3rd Boettalion, Sth Merines
from YDR44044 and YD252080 ané toke them to Vandegrift Combat Buse.
252 crevs averaged 5,9 flight hours to lift only 204 troops os the mission
was extreuely over-fragged with transport helicopters. One division sx—
pended a rull fuel load walting to pick up thelr second load of troops, and
had to return empty to Vandegriit. Though wmoritcrs, small arms and avtomatic |
wedpens rire was received, the nmission was completed as durkness cpproached,
Major oidIT's aircraft received minor d from epemy Iire twice, =nd was
“temporarily down mid-way through the 1ift., with fixed wing strikes and
cover Iroir UH-li gunships, OV-10's and U. 5. 4Arny Cobras the mission was
completed without further mishcp, and Operotion Jewey Conyon terminated,

6 March 1969

Major K. G, PLis0d led aireraft commanded by lstht . P. EVaNS
Le Jo IHLL, 1stLt J. 4 wlLiY, 1stlLt fe J. TORLIN, lstht w. J. L
Mejor H. &. SEITY, 1stlt G. Ge whcdiisl, and Capt, De L. WHITHE on a tactical
troop 1if't of 780 combat troops, Llements of the 3rd battalion, 4th Marines
wore lifted from ZDGL3587 to XDBR6616, Llements of the lst Battalion, 3rd
Marines were lifted from XDE34230 and ZD708228 to AD844218. An agsault of
197 combat troops from the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Morines wus conducted from
ADB39R60 to £D931123. The entire trocp lift was completed without mishap.,

-~ 27 March 1969

Bile262 had three aircraft on-seporate hissions receive battle damage
in the same zone, YD0O57587, &cho Company, 2nd sattalion, 9th Merincs at
this position recuésted lstlLt R. L. BAKIGH, lied-evac lead, to hoist emer-
gency med-evacs out of the zone, 4as the hoist was lowered intense cutoma-
tic weapons opened up., The enemy fire domaged h¥dréulic ond electrical
systems and forced Lt, BsRION to land 2000 meters away on Route 9 Highway.,
Later 1stlt J. G, O'CONKOR attenmpted to deliver an emergency resupoly of
water to licho Cowpeny, Znemy fire damazed a fuel cell ond one engino snd
forced Lt. O'CUiiliDR to return the load to Vandegrift. A4t twilight lstlt G. L.
WARRLN was able to resupply ZLcho Company with water und hoist ten med-svacs
before enemy mortors exploded and forced him to leave the zone, . L., Wikikli's
aft blades. were lstor discovered to have been dmmosed by mortor frogments,

5
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

24

as Tronsiors to Mbi-262 — ofricers 5, enlisted 7

c. Promotions to present

Handall

ranks

F. 4D

Stuort W, alBXsasDbR

t
ot
Syt John H. BILLINGTOL
gt John Cerbunk
S:t waward CUBLLAR
Sit Roy J. DG
55t Reobert L. TisCH
szt G, ¥V, HILL, Jr,
Szt Joseph LElkLiy
Sgt William X
Sgt Howard L.
Sut Patrick 4.
Szt Kenneth H ;
36 Chardes U, SLedii(i.N

aWrds
o

WLGCz, Richard P
WILLI&MS, Thomas &,
SLiIEY, Roger L.

0. Combat Adrcrew vings

LEVANDUWSKI, Gary D.

WInnlaw, Thomas E,

A iy, Peter T,
DULEBERG;  2rnold &,
SkaliY, Roger L.

N lS'bL'b
latlt
LGpl

LCpl

1stLt
1stlt
1stht
1stLt

Cpl Wla
Gol WLe (B)

LCpl

Wia
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be Tronsiers irom Hiw202 - officers 10, enlisted 11

19 harch
19 Murch
1% Moreh
19 ¥arch
1S March

1¢ March

19 March
1¢ March

19 March 1

19 Morch
19 tiarch
19 March
19 Mereh
1€ dMorch

7 March
7 dMarch
10 March

e

March

5 March
7 March
7 March
5 March
7 Mcrch
0 March
7 March

19%9
19%¢
1969

’_J
e}
o~
0

R

t"\

1
1%
1
1

1
1%9
1969
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5. Safety, Listed below are the alrcrait incidents and accidents for the
month of March 1969:

Ground sccidentse = = = = - — e e = o o= o= = =] Chorlie
Ground Accidents « Due to Enemy Lctlohe = = = @ - - - <lone
~ir Accidenlts - COperationale = ~ = = @ w— «= ~ = - w — =] Churlie
1 Lcho
~ir Incidents - Uperationel~ — - = = = o= = = = = = - =1 Goli
sir 4ecidents - Due to ineny Actione = = = w wm = « - 2 Alupha
1 Delta
£ir Incidents - Due to Enery Action- = = = o e e o w0 <20 Echo

Injury 0 Porsonntlem = = = = = = v = = o = w = = = = =5 5PoVO
2 Foxtrut

6. Intellisgence

The month of Marcit showsd another increagse in anti-sircraft activity
by the c¢nemy, This reporting period consisted of a higher Jire incident
rate in comparison with the previous rour months, and it also shows a steady
inecrease in resctions to helicopter operations, Notable is the incresse in
mortar iire received in landing zones.

MORTH SUITL THS fTigh InCIDESTS NUMSLER OF aGiT HECKIVEING BATTLYE DebAGE
March 4068 42 14
February 4179 34 9

The ereas receiving the greatcst coacentration of fire incidents were
LZ Argonne, Lu Catopult, Dong Ha bountain, Dong Ma Mountain, L7 Sierra,
Helo Valley, wnd the L: Spork = LZ Torch - Lu Cossack tricngle.

Thers was a totzl of 42 fire incidents reswlting in 14 aircraft re-
ceiving battle dumcge., Yotal incidents include the following typc fires:

21 Small irms (Febbg -- 21) 2 Grenade (Febb9 - 1)

20 Autematic Woupons (FebbS « 11) 11 Mortar (Febb9 -~ 2)

22 4,30 Celiber Febb9 - 24) 1 artillery(¥eb ~ 0)

6 ,50 Caliber (FehbS - 7) 1 Recoiless Rifle (Febbg - Q)
4 BRPG (Febb9 - 0)

“Phe $-2 Section has intensified the nucurlty probram in the pquqaron
with monthly briefs for all sections Mno security classes for all sections
on A,MJPCh 1959, _ .

“ircerew intelligence sechool was completed on 31 March 196G for ail new
CTGWNPMUL'u vho will 1y in aApril.

There was one significunt spot-report, On 3 March 1969 at 1715H, one
0¥ our pilots, while Ilying in the v1anitJ of VJ196040, heard what he
believed to be a hu551an Lansuazge Sroadcast on M 44.9. '

ENCLOSURS (1)
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