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MAlliNE }ili;DIU}l llliLI CO f'i'bIl. S QUiWRON 262 
Provisional H,crine Air craft Group 39 
1st Nlll'ine IJ.ircruft Wing., jil~' PCicific 
FiO, San I,'r,1n cis co, CQ1ifornia 96602 

From: COlllin.:mding Officer 

3:HRN:rle 
5750 
OJA09569 
5.~1969 

IJ-p'" 

To: CQIillUf:lIlding Officer, Provision&l Nurine i-drcraft Group 39 (Attn: 

;;;ubj: COlill!\Qnd Chronology, Period 1 Harch 1969 to 31 }iarch 1969 

Ref; (n) GruO 5750.1B 

En cl: J (1) Oommand Chronolog,Y 

1. In accord~u1c8 with reference (a), enclosure (1) is hereby subnutted. 

2. 'l'his letter bocom9S UNCLJl,S~riIm upon removLl1 of onc1osure (1). 

), (;. II ~:tJ., y, 
J. A. WLLLo, JR. 

(lj i\,\Il/W LJil; 2 @~ 067- 6Y' 
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H..I->liIL\)E hJ:::DIHl HJiI,2: GOP1'Bii 8(~UAJJ:lOH 262 

OOlVihAi'W CHRU1~0J,O(jY 

1 JYIARCH 1969 1'0 31 hAHCH 1969 

ORiliilU:UATI01\JAL DATA 

1. Orbanization Duw 
2. Task OrgDnizotion and Unit LocD.t.ion 
3. Average honthly Strength of Squcdron 
4. Important Visitors to the Squadron 

NMJiii.'lTliB SDHiARY .t'_liD CJ},l;,;MTI01~.AL HIlrh1IG}1TS 

1. Nl1rruti ve ,sUlllIllUry of SignificC'J1t Events 
2. Operational highlights 

1. Personnel 
2. Aw;~rdg 

3. CcJsual ties 
4. Reenlistments 
5. IjQi~ety 

'6. Intelligence 
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a. COI11mundin€; Officer 

b. Exscntive Officer 

c. Operations Officer 

d. Logistics Officer 

e. Personnel Officer 

f. Avi:J.tion Sai'ety Officer 

g. Intelligence Officer 

h. NDint.enance Officer 

i. Sorg(:;cnt hQjor 
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. n bert .tT. ALili'J 
James A.vjELLS, JR. 

Leo J. IHLI 

Donold s. vJi-\.DI~ eH 
Narvin R. NELSON 

B;:,ymond G. PD~SON 

Dayle O. HCGAHA 

Donald J. bEShJill1 

Harvey E. BRITT 

IUchard P. liiV Al\i S 

l\i~'rvin H. i,i!;LSOH 
fi.U;Y!l1ond G. PljSii;iOH 

LtCol 
LtCol 

Najor 

Eajor 
Najor 

Najor 
N[~jor 

Hajor 

Major 

lstLt 

Hajor 
hL\jor 

.il.lexande r J. ,,(;i( Cli,iJ;'!' 1 stSgt 

HAlTIIJb }:J.CiDIDh HZLlC02Tl!iJi S"iuADRON262 

1-2.3 Nor 
24-31 Har 

1~.19 NCLr 
;':0-31 lviar 

1-19 Ear 
20-31,'Hnr 

1-31 Har 

1-31 hur 

1-31 Nar 

1-19Ihr 
20-31 i>lc.r 

1-31 lViar 

Provisional Ei,rine Aircraft Group 39, 1st Hurine Aircraft lang 
Yl'U" Pacific, FPO ~ 8&11 lrahCisco, , California 96602 
:uang Tri hlr Base, Rupublic of Vietnam, 1-31 harch 1%9 

45 3 

155 1 

Nons' 
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:H1Y1I::'l-262 fle"" Q total of' 1131.1 flight hours, the maj ority of Villi _h 

-Vlore in support of the Third Horine D1vision. 'The squadron evc.'..cuJted a 
total of 893 med-cvncs i:CS follows: l~O emergency, 202 priority, ond 551 
routine • 

. breCl.y..dolID of s1gnificant operc..tions and op6r~ltion8.1 highlights' 
follo"ls: 

DSHSY Co.nyon 
l·inine Crag 
Furple Jvlartin 

NO. 0LJ?_Q@1ji8 
98~ 

1121 
667 

HOURS iLOvJH 
~263:5-

252~4 
171.0 

l'ROOP,'i LIJ?T::;D 
1.484 
24(3] 
1822 

TONi:!...ili':....0.MlliQ 
93.2 

1L8.2 
70.6 

Ivionsoon l:e2.ther curtailed operc1tions during the entire period. During 
int8rmittent periods of good iN8oth8r mel!ililun SUP1)Ort waS provided to sup­
)ort8d units. 

lViajor L •• T. IfiLl tind his vfingmnn IstLt J. D. (;01111\3 launched ~',t dawn 
to extro,ct Trurd harme Division ReCall Ter:m I1Doek 1c:tff!. The te<..1j1l HDS under 
Qt,tack by an unkno~1D size enemy force "md h.'ld Sl.LfferGd three KliiS Dlld three 
vIlAs out of the tVIebr8 tEJ~iJ(l members. Najor DiLl ~md Lt. GOi.LINS clil:jbed IJTlt 
Hi th rudLlr YG etors tolrf'H 011 top cnd pro ceed8d to L2, !:.rgonne at iIJ675572 
'Vrh0ro the te,lm "les surro1)Ilded. Hitll support of two 1h-1L gunships, Jvic::.jor 
Hi11 entorcd the zone. Enemy E~r€nCld8S Here received and with three e:Elor­
geney IJ1ed-evCl.cs cmd one tIi. CLbo~,rd, i'lujor IELl \>las forced to dupart. After 
:J.cLdi tionc11 suppressive Xire by the ;;1..111 ship S Lt. cc,LLEb entered the zone to 
8Xtl'LlCt t}18 r8mo.ining te::1f11 lllembGrs. His aircruft sustc:ined frLlg1jlent hits 
in the oOft blades from gnmade explosions. Intense enemy smo.ll arms fire 
'Ivas directed ilt the ~iircrci't during depcrture, bl,t Lt. (;GLLIliiS cOlll;,:Jlet8cl thE) 
extr,}ct Hitl1 0!11y minor cl"IDage. Both pilots returned the teem melri\:;"n's to 
~.uCtng Tri by Gel. I s ,mel successful~y completed the liL1..Ssion. 

1 First Lieuten.:mt li. [,. hl!.RVLY ond his \>lingmOll lstLt T. l!;.id11I:lJv18 
\ l::nmched on 811 emergency rr:;f>upply to Indic Ciomp[my, 3rd Butto.liol1, Lith· 
\Narines I . 1'osi tion o.t iJ)9826L;.2. AS t.he lcod ,irercft c:pproGched und dep._,rted 
the zone, SIDJll Qrms Oild mortar lire WQS directed CLt them. .tStor Lt. ~ifILLIJ.hS 

, held dropped his load thE. aircrccft wU,S hit by intense QutoilJ..'J.tie we,')ons fire, 
und it .subsequently burst into :rlQIii,OS. The pilot quickly maneuvered the 
burning c:drcrnf't to 12. hJ.ek,lt iD967616, 'which was presently bein6 assaulted 
by li. i;). Harines. The crew evacuated the burning aircrQft in the IJudst of 
the fire fight, Lmd ,{ere l)ich:ed up Leur by. All five of the ere~T suffered 
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burns, three 1I16nt to the hospi to.l ship end tvlO ilii th only minor lilJurie s 
vJere returner) to l~UC!l16 Trio The c.ircr~'.:ft hO.8 not been recovered from the 
zone. 

First LiLutenant iJ. L. h()T'l'.LiPJ) vrJ.s c~ir8cted to tronsport Y(i'Di:i COli'lpOnents 
from YD2l6l75 to -:i:D1G5l36. ivhile lmloading the internal load on eX;.Jlosion 
0:::' llllkilO1dl1 origi.n burst the o.ircro.i't into flarlEls. The oircrcft 'Has destroy­
ed by the fire Lllld hnrin0s in the zone had to Clid the creW'in esc'-lpirig the 
burning aircroft. li'our of the cre1l1 TI18mb8rs re cei ved severe burns Lll.1d wel~e 
mod-8vCLcod. 

B}vjh-262 lmmched eight o.ircraft to transport elerc.ents of the 1st Botta­
lion, 9th Nc;.ri..'10S, 1st Batu1lion, .3rd }krines, and 2nd ... j{V(jl s totlC,ling 670 
comlx:.t troops ~ on cl tQctical troop lift. 1tCol i •• h. j·J..LBl'l led uircro.ft 
commended by Co.1lt. R. G. G.bi,.iIL, Hajor D. O. hCl1~£:L:I., hajor D. J. lvlbSh.JJJ, 
HDjor D. 0. HAUl'JGB, Cc'.pt. D. L. vihITB, hajor1. J. HiLI, r:nd IsU,t li.. fl. 
h.h.F..ViY. Tho troops v[cre picJeed up c:.t YD1L7135, YD164106, iWS6S617, i.CDg2GL,J7, 
YD2160,38, and Vand.egrift COmbf\t Bas8 end droj)ped at XD875575, XDCj28La7, and 
XD92G437. The lift "iUS cov€red by tHo CV-IOI sand tl,JO DB-IE bU-'1.ships • 

. ~nUjlY recoiless rilles, mortars, und Qutor;lCLtic woupon fire 1Ims received c:t 
YD216038 [Lnd YD214039. BI:i!:;-262 drcr~1i·t continued the miSSion, ond HUh 
5.7 hours per creH the rnission HQS cOlill_'leted without injury to personnel 
or dalllag e to :..:. ir cr aft. 

Hl!ih-262 6xtrc,.ctcd llLt Ali.vl~ Spe cinl Forces tro ops' from ,~ zone YD. thin 
LACS at YD163003. l·iojor D. Q. VJ';i.UtiCH led soven other aircraft cOlTll[londed by 
Ivlajor D. J. l'i:&Sh .. ll;, EGjor lie O. HCwd-i.i, lstLt R. P. EVM~S, Iviajorl-i. R. NhlS01~, 
1s t1 t J. C. 0 t CUI~,NOh, Is tL-t, B.. L. Bj,.t{1'ON, and 13 tL t 11. J. LBJ.'lODii:. Though 
smelll o.ITllS firo 1-1O.S directed c.,t the flight ::;nd a grenade damaged IstLt BVAl~S' 
cdr craft, the mission 1,1'-'$ coItlpleted. Cover and escort was provided by OV-IO' s 
unO. UR-IE gunships Hi th fixed vling on s tution. 

First Lieutenont J. C. U I CONNOR led a se ction of HbN"':262 aircraft on 8 

recon raission nnd successfvlly inserted ond extr,-,ctod ten teams. .~pproxi­
r,lutely ono half hour £.:ft8r inserting recon team "Ji.m[mdc" into AD789239, the 
teem came llilder "ttuck froTi! enemy forces. \Jith the te(;Ull surrounded, lstLt 
U I Cm~bOR.1 covered by two DR-Ii:; gunships, comr"enced his approach. Ti-TO OV-IO' s 
werestdldng h~cim en8my positions only 100 metGrs froIl1 the tC8IT,. ,Jith his 
.50 calibor ljlQchin6 ;suns firing, Lt. C,IlC\JlliJ.'iOH su.ccessfully extruc;tt~d iliullc,ndn it , 

"end though onorilY fire wU.s directod nt the nircrGft he evo.dod· cny Ck!rili~g6 to 
-Ghe ::ircraftor lnjury to personnel. Th6 rescued recon te':':lll vas then talwn 
to Third Division f;.econ'nt ltuGng Tri. 

Ei~CLOSUPJ:i; (1) 
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l'Ljor H. i.. iJhIT'l' 1tj;J.S requested to pe:ci'orm. 2m 8mergGnC'J GxtI'DC-C of 3rd 

1';:[,rin0 Division itecon Tear;! !I~~crly l!'loHer ii , \il1ich I,U.S in contact ",it;1 enemy 
forces. Covered by DB-IE ti;ul1shipsmd with 0V-IO's on. station, k1j('':' Bi"..ITT 
,,;nterad the zone. As the tem,l bo"rd8d Hi th one :i.riendly 'ViIi:", the aircr:::i:'t 
cene vndGr sI,nll E~rns fire. vv'i th minor dcU11ue,e to thE: Clircr,1:::'t, but no in­
jury to lJerso.tll61, h;:ij or B.HIl'l' returned. the team to ~u:::ng Trl. 

NC1jor H. 1::;, Bhl'l"I' led aircreft COli1l1londed by lst1t J'. G. C' CulL,uh, 1-1<.1.10r 
1. j'. HILI, lstLt 'l'. ~J. DhiJ>l:iR, N&jor D. J', hwKb.:Fi, Copt. D. 1. :~{[T:t:;, Hc,jor 
h. G. l'Il:30N, and. lstLt H. P. LVJ.i'iS on a tactical troop lift to :puJ_l out the 
1st Battalion, 9th Harmes und elements of the 3rd R.,ttalion, 9th lVicrirc.es 
from Yj)24.~.oLI4. und YD252080 Q.J10_ tiJke thou -Go Vi..1.ndegril't Combat BCLse. mU'l-
262 crGllS avero88cJ 5.9 flight hours to lift only 204 tro ops cS the ,',ii ssion 
w! s Gxtrel,lely over-fra[-;gGd Hi th transl.Jort helicopters. One di-vision ex­
ponded u lull luel load 1tlaiting to pick up their second loed 0:[:' trooj)s, and 
lwd to return empty to V Clnd.ogrii"t • 'l'hough morters, s1I1011 arms ~cnd Qut01:Jclti c 
weLLLJons fire ihlS r6c6i ved, the LUSbi on u:..,s comph; ted. as d"rl<.lless ':':XII'o[whed. 
Najor nl'U'l"II s ,J,lrcrClft received minor dr-.iiD;;G i'rolil 6rlGE1Y fire ttv:Lce, ~:T.'.d vas 

-tE:Hporo.rily do1l11 mid-vT'::'y through tho lift.\iith fiJwd .1rring striLes :,nd 
cover 11'01" UH-l.G gUl1shi)s, OV-lO IS ::!l1cl. D. 8. il.rmy Coor[(s the l~ds,sion WJ8 

completed Hi thout furthGl~ mishc;p, 011<5. Operotion Jet,rey Ctmyon te:cE;inotecl. 

JYIo.jor E. G. :i?Iii0U{i IGd aircraft cOlilliillncled by IstLt 1,. P. BV",j~B, Najor 
L. J. IHLI J lstLt J. lie dL.t::;Y, lstL'\j it. J. TGhi.,Ih, lst1t 1'>. J. LitiOIN:i:i j 

Bu.jor H. j::; • .dl{[1'1', lstLt G. 1.\;.i;.["?J1i'~, and. CCtpt. D. L.HhITL on a tllcticCtl 
troop lift of 780 cOly,bo.t troop:::. Lleraents of the 3rd Battalion, 4,tll Harines 
Hore lifted from jW91.35b7 to XD826616. Llmnents of the 1st Bo.tt;c1lj.on, Jrd. 
HLlr:l.nes ,,{ere liftbd from XD834230 u.nd j~D798228 to XD8Lt.42Hl. .An assault of 
10/1 COMbat troops frol;l tho 2nd Battalion, 3rd Hermes 1tl'cJ.S conducted :from 
XD839260to iJ)931123. 1'110 entire troop lift HetS cOElf'leted vJithout lllishEf!. 

H['lh-262 held throe Dircruft on sep(lrate i.ussions roceive battle C:'~,:jlDge 
in the S2Jne zone, Y0057587. i.cho C()llll)o.n~T, 2nd £j,:,ttc:clion, 9thl'lorincs 2t 
this position recluested 15tLt R. L. ELhTGl" hed-evGc lebd, to hoist GlJer­
gency mod-cvacs out of t.he zone. i"S the hoist .1.:>.5 ImJered intense cmtoma-
tic .18bpons opened up. Tho onEJI1lY lire dC1Hlngcd hydr<'.lulic end .3lectrics.l 
sYStCE1S etnd forced Lt. J:L.H.i.'Ol~ to lo.nd 2000 meters ':'lWly on 1i.outo 9 Hir:;llW~1y. 
L;:ltU lstLt J-. C. O'GOHM)H a.tt8npted to deliver [111 emergency r88UIJply of 
vJ,Jtor to :;;';c11o COlilp::::ny. Bner,w fire dmi;u:st:d a lUGl cell Dnd one en{~ino end 
forced Lt. 0' Cl:i;1,jQH to return the lOQd to Vanciegrift. .b.t tt-Jilight lstLt G. r.:;. 
:AJ.t-i.HRlJ.~ llllS able to resu")1)ly Lcho Cor:roanv with '\-TQtor ·Ll.nd hoist t611 med-6vG.cS 

J.: .I. .L ~ • 

before: enerilY mortors6xploded and forced him to' leave the zone. Lt. \tJLh~~J.:.;hl s 
aft blades, Here lc:tor dis covered to h'1vO beon dmilc!e;ed by mortor frc_ t·,;1l1Gnts. 
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c. Trc!nsJ:ors to 1-It"jL'l-262 - officers 5, enlist8d 7 

b. Tr,)nsi:erf, :i:'rom flbi·-,-262 - officers 10, EJnlistec~ 11 

c. ?roEtotiuns to present rc~_nk; 

-, 
L" • 

;, cit F..cU1c1'Jll .if. ..i~D.(\lv..s 

0.:.s t Stv.c1rt ·'vi. J·J..,1j~b.l' D.LE 
S~~t J- olm H. :Ol1J.,IL GTUL 
;;; ,st J' 01111. {Li .. bcJl£ 
3.;t i;d\'Ii: rei G'L:t.::"'11'uL 
SGt Roy J. Dh .. ibC 
S,~·t f.ooort L. l"iQ;.,;CH 
0J;t c. V. BI1.L, Jr. 
Sgt Joseph Kbl,fl:LDY 
Sbt,JillL1I;, b. l"uil,J.'ili·,· G 
0 c;t EOHard D. J:'.s:Cf;ii.b, Jr. 
3:,jt }\~-l-)ricl~ 1.1. TL0L.~;Y 

,sg-t r;:8ilDcth h. ::iCELl..,jT 
0:;t Ch::-.rlcs D. 2.L'll"b"(l\LJ\: 

i'i,,-;11J1J.'G.!;VJl C;.s , Ri chc,r<i P. 
WILUM'iS, ThoGns :t;. 
i:):;:;dj,;Y, Ro~er L. 

lstLt 
lstLt 
LCpl 

1-':.w(.PJ~WICZ, Richerd P. 
IvIOTrli~l'lJ~ Dc(.tn L. 
Sh&HJ!j.i-m~ krl S. 
~HJ.,J.,Llh0, Thoheis E. 
""GliGN} Peter T. 
DU0BllitHG, . ..!~:cnold t. 
3i:';.ALi,Y, ~to§r L. 

LGpl 

lstLt 
lstLt 
IstLt 
lstLt 
Gpl 
Cpl 
LCpl 
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I-JIA (h) 
'vJIA (1) 
vJI.i'~ (1) 
HIll (1) 
l-Hi. 
"v'I.L~ (I:;) 
'WI"" 
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IS l'ldrch 1969 
19 I-L.rch 19S9 
19 N,~:rch 1S69 
19 ~l'Iorch 1 S69 
19li~lrch IS'69 
19 l'vi"::l.rch 1969 
19 NClrch 1 %9 
19 ilInrch 1%9 
19 hurch 1%9 
19 Norch 1969 
19 klrch 1%9 
19 NClren 1909 
19 hcrch 1969 
19 I·E.'rch 1 SSS 

7 harch 1969 
7 K:lrch 1%9 

10 Hareh 1%9 

9 IYlnrch 1969 

5 Naren 1)69 
7 N8rch 1%9 
7 I,Llrch 1 % 9 
5 Jviarch 1969 

27 lvL.: reh 1 <;69 
30 Nareh 1%9 
7 NarchlS69 

brJCLOSUl1.I: (1) 
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5. '?~Qfe:tL. Listed belovl are the ::drcrQi.t ii.-:lcio.cl1ts unO. ,SlcciaGntsi:or the 
120nth of liir:'cl"c:h 1969: 

Ground Acci<i611tS- •. - - - - - -
Grolmd Accidents - Due to :enemy 
. ir Accidents Op8r[1,tional-

Lction- -

. ir Incidf~nts 
;::.1r i .. ccidents 

Operation21- - - _. - -- - - -
Due to ;.;nE::my Action- -

Air Incidents -Due to Eneri\Y 1:.ction- -- "-- -,-

-NOD.8 

-1 ClLrli8 
1 Leho 

- -1 GoL:-
-2 A1i)ha 

1 Delt[.1 
-20 Echo 

Injury to PersoXll101- -- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - --5 Bruvo 
2 Fo::ctrut 

The month of Narell shovJGd another incr6USG in 8nti-Clircrc):lt dctivi ty 
by the onellI'J. This re1)orting period consisted of Q higher lire incidGnt 
rate in compm.oJ"son \Jitl1 tho previous J:'our months, and it 0.130 sh,)\,}s Q stendy 
incroCtse iXl re::ctions to h81icopter oper . .:;tions. Notcccle is the incro,3Eie in 
Iilorte.r :i:'ire rscEdvod in lcll1cJing zones. 

Ha.rch 4098 
February ~179 

ThG 21'8as receiving the greatest cO~lcentrcltion of :Llre inciG.8n-Gs "Jere 
LZ ;~rgonne, L6 CQt.:Jpult, DonG Ha NOlU1tain, Dong Ea Nountuin. L2, 8ien~a, 
r:.lt,lo Valley, L.nd the Li, Sp:c::rlc - Li; Torch - Li.. Cosso ck tri,~nGlo. 

There Has a totCtl 0::. L~2 fire incidents resultinG in H ~1.ircraft re­
ceiving battle du.l,)(;.;;;e. 'i'otal incidents include the :('0110",1ng -cYj?c 1'ires: 

21 Small ;~rms (Fe 1:69 .- 21) 
20 Automctic;Wi..L:iJOnS (.i:<'eb69 - 11) 
22 "0 C 1" ("0 1 •.. L C' 2 J ) .) c. loer i'GW 7 - ,+ 

£5 .50 Gdliber (.?eb69 - 7) 
4 RPG (J?eb69 - 0) 

2 Grenade (Feb69 - 1) 
11 Mortar (let69 - 2) 

1 ii.rtille ry (it'e b - 0) 
1 HecoilGssRifle U'eb69 - 0) 

'The 3-2 Section has 
with monthly briefs lor 
on 10.. hu.rch 1969. 

intensified the securit-y program in the squ3dron 
all sections c.nd security classes for oIl sections 

irerow int011igenc8 
crev/IlK,mb",rs 1;)ho Hill fly 

school \hlS corirlJleted on 31 Narch 1969 :::or all new 
in April. 

'I'here vla3 one significdY0 spot-reI)ort. 
OJ our ~Jilots ~ ,lhile fl;{j.n2; in t.ho vidnity 
belioved to be a Russiun LD.n:~UQse .3roQdc3.st 

7 

0n 3 i:-l8.rch 1 C;69 at 1715H, one 
of Y1)19601,0, heard Hhc.t he 
on I!l\i 1,.4. 9. 

Ei\CLWljiiL (J. ) 
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