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Comrilanding (dficer, l'rov:i.sional tviarine ~drc"·2Itt Group-39 
(Attn; 8-3) 

Command Chronology, reriod 1 Na.y 1%9 to 31 lia.y 1969 

Ref: (a) GruO 5750.1B 

Lncl: J (1) Command Chronology 

1. In ac(;Or<i1:l.nC6 w.i.th x:eference (a), enclosure (1) is 113re'.Jy 
submJtted. 

2. This 18tter becomes UJ~C1~~~5IJ.iljJD upon removal of enclosure (1), 
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-- • L."'IlU~·;J;:i h~jjn.Jh h:.J..IGO~)T~J.1. ~""t;.Ajiriu.j·- 262 
(;i.i'-J._j~,jj L;lllu..:l-h"i.JGl 

1 i,d'S. 1969 to 31 hAY l.S69 

L vrga..'1.1zatioD Data 
~-. T8.s1~ Organization and Dni t Location 
3. l-rl;'erage Nonthly Str0n.~th of Squa.dron 
4-, ImportfJnt Visitors to the Squadron 

1. i~arr/ltive SUlllliJ.ary of bignificant ;:,vC:_.nt.s 
2. Operdional highlights 

1. Personn.el 
2. .'twards 
3. Ga::lllalties 
4,. Reen1i s tlUel1 ts 
5. Safety 
6. Intelligence 

Et~CLOSURE (1) 
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b. ~xeoutive (jUicer 

c. Operations Oi'ficer 

d. Logistics 0fficer D£vle 0, h(;Ci.iU:'.i~ Naj or 1-31 hay 

e. Personnel Ufficer Donald J. hJ;!;Sh.AJ.~ Najor 1·-31 t'Jay 

f. ~viation Safety Officer Harvey E. BlUl'T hajor 1-19 Hay 

g. IntelligenceGfficer 

h. haintenance Officer 

i. Sergeant hajor 

Howard H. WhITli'I1!.1D Haj or 20-31 Hay 

R...t chard P. hV"c.!.;.3 
Oharles L. &'i\.iRY 

lS'l'1T 1 ~11 May 
loT LT 12~31 l'Jay 

Najor 1··31 hay 

h~ji;.h:8 h~uJLb, 1..t.i..IC0~'l'J1~. ~",L.i-..uRuli 262 
:Provisionel hElrine .:.:.: rcr~'ft Group 39, 1st Nerine aircr8i't Win,;;, 
liU!' Pacific, l!?C, San ]!'rancisco, Cdlifornia 96602 
~'O,ang.'J.'ri iLi..r base, Rel.mblic of Vietnar.l, 1--31 hay 1969 

43 3 

14Q 1 

B<1:",:~ R. H. SP.iU~JER 
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llt1lh-262 fle.w :3 totcll of 123/ .• 1 fiigh·t hours, the majorit; of 

which were in SUPl.Jort u:;' ·i.:.h,-~ 'J:'J:JJrcl harine Division. 'l'he squadron . 
6vacu~'ted a total of 1,002 med-e'5iacs as follows: 14.0 emergencJ'·, 316 
priority and 546 rout~ne. 

The follo"tT.ing is a breakdown of the \<Jork completed bJ the squ8.o.ron 
dn"ing hay incluro.ng signii'icco1llt operational highlights. 

TRUOl'S l\,!:~S OJ? 
~Q. ~'.lil &"Ii.T+"~§ &91.; ItS-.!:LUI:!:;. 1Il"'l'1:!!2 QiJN:i ... _ .. 

V:'L:cginiD llidge 1169 305.9 ~LiD5 237,') 
.tip2lch8 anov! 689 211.8 ·1566 i 16. '7 
l,.erkimer !viountain 574 1,40.6 ·1135 '?!7 ,,8 
):,ci:tine Gr8:i.g 131 30.1 ~O9 :2'5.1 
;~lF:·Tle hartin 261 68.7 936 ':.7,5 
Gameron Falls 126 29.9 .306 ?7r.O 
hassachusett,s Bay 9 .3.2 6· 0.0 
III Nar lliv ~l. In h,,;.F 1574 443~9 3978 2·32,,7 
l' \) '1' .;i,S 453.3 12.34·.1 9521 784· • .3 

'the weathc-or during th0 iiwnth did not significdntly C"J.rtatl cpc:>:",i;.ions. 
however, during thE; lust "'001r5 of the lilonth, a front moved througll J.:;hG 
area bring'ing tllong ShOH6j~'S & low ceilings which d.:i..d aliect ,.lpercltional 

. flights to a slight degree. 

k~jor' D • .:i. heskan t.Ihile leading a section on a med-evac luiS ~d.on lIas 
ee.lled upon to pick up 13 WIAI s at YD-0256~.4, the site of an ambtll3h· of 8. 

har:\.ne pat.rol. The unit on the groUnd prepared a hasty pick-up' po5-nt from 
Vlhich the 1116d-evacs could. be hoisted. I'wjor heskan "lent into the 2oon6 

and com"enced hoisting the wounded men. He spent approJdmately .30 ttD.nutes 
in the zone during wh:i.ch tif;i6 sporadic small arms and automatic wen.j)(.ns 
fire was receJ.ved. 'l'he operation was successful and the liled-evacs were 
brought to ~uang Tri. 

Elii CLOSUHE (1) 
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t·;llile on 8 rcsuppl;t iid_ssi()ll~ Chatterboxes 93-1 c1ud 93-2 COD1i.il::mdecl by 

Lt. 001. J. ~ •• Vells :cmd liLt h. ;1" T~tg2J_Ct. 05rried sup1)lies to 
XD-847614. ·~ih8n in the:; zone, 93--2 picked up 7 passengers for transpor-. 
tation to V8.J.1degrift Combd Base.vihUs dEpa.rting from the areE.l, 93·~2 
eX.i.:Jerienced <:1 mid-air colUsiO!1 "lith an -,.rroy Uilh, fell out of control and 
crashed, ... lith un oooc!rd 1:-~~·ing 1;:.il1ed. ~'he ere"l eonsistGd of thE) pilct 
liLt h. ::;. '£rigah,t, the co-pilot lilt 'J. i.:... Nilliarns., the cre-w chief 
L/01'1 'I'. n. l'yle, tlnd the two e,unners I:/cpl h ,~J. }!;akins and L/cpl 
L. Jj. Stoller Vil;d"iS-.3 9) 

Ohatterboxea 93-1 through 9.3-4 "lere invo17ed in a troop lift, c(\!J.sis-:-.i1J.~; 
O.i: .i-;.[LVU 1 3. IJ~.lon eOlilpletJ.on oX' the lift,· with the aircraft shut dO·v!.J. ;1-(:, 

\;L'.';1l'lg 'J.'ri, two pop-up flares with the pins pu.lled "Jere found j ami!'?c1. ·),:,t';,,>:m 
t.he seat.S on 93--2. A trag grenade uith the pin iJVrti811y pullEr', vJaS 
111so found 011 93-4. 

H(:.l -262 lilunchod an S L/e assault lifting troo;;)s of 1/9 int·} 
lrZ j:;rsl~i.n6 located at YD-1621C6. Small aI"L1S fire .18S r8~G5.'Jo:d D"{Jl1co of 
the I/e 10]h1.le in the zone during the first wave, yet no hitR WST~ t:d\sn. 
0.'1 t;:10 second ... mvo, 9J.-B whn", approochi.ng the ZOD.(~ had. l'.l p::l'N''':)::' Ie.Sf;., fell 
short of the zone, crast.tE.';d and burned. The pilot, co·-pilot and ~.;~.'", &:'Hi.16r, 
Najor fl. 1'1, ~,jhitfj.eld, liLt. 1:. J', Traube and L/Cp:' .• T, Ii. Stovurt" 
received menor injuries. ho",ev6r, thE> ere,,! chief and the S6CO.:1d gcmne:t", 
01)l i •. i'" \,heelcr and elll l'. Gibson (B.61'lb-39) received f8tal iUJuxiGs 
togGther with t.hree of the troops aboHrd. the h/Co l'he lift ·,,85 ccmtj.11'J8d 
,vi thout incident Qy the other 7 i/e. 

liBd EW1C and bed Evac Ch2,8G cOIlunendGQ. by Capt • .0. J... \Jbite 6.l1cl Cnpt. 
S. :l". stover res ,ectiv81~"' received a cull to ))io1;: u.p !ill emergency ffi6d. eVEC 
located at XJ)-8676CJ7. The extraction of ths lil.ed··6Vt;C hild to bi::: donr:J with 
a hoist through 80 foot trees. 'l'here v!ers no gun-shi)s availo:ble so 
C<'.llJt. stover provided coverge lor Capto ·wl.d.te vlhi16 the picl<.-u;.J WHS 

be:i.n6 made. Lortar and 50 cd. fire Was r6c3ived while the extri:lctiol1 was 
b(-,ing made and also upon dGJ?2.rture. !w hits were taken end the l'lled.-6VfJC 
was takon to ~uang 'frio 

&.L~ .. , .......... .. 
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Oh<ltterbo:t...G s 93-5 nnd 93--6, COlilundcd by hDJ or H • .I,~. ),1clSon and liLt 

Q. :.:;. \.;Joi;lrren respectively, vJere di vc:;rtGd from 0. resuppl~; mis sion for an 
~:.i)(;.rg<:U1Cl extract of the;. r8col1l!.aissa ... '1ce t",OiD "Grasshoppcrli located on 
1:i. L8rgo, ...;:, ...... 9061. .JUG to );Joor visibilj.ty and no D18rldngs in thG ZOD';;, 

Ll;;j8r j:,elson lliid dif'licu.J:G/ 2in.ding the tC8m. Lutorue.tic weapons :C:i.rc from 
360 'Was received durin;; thE; o>ttrdc':j.Ol1 but no hits were Stlst;:d.110d b"y the 
il./C. 'l'he tu;;m \Jus (;xi:.rdctod succesiifully 8nd thr:;n ·C.-):I;(-'11 to ~nMg II'l'i. 

W"lri..le on a :.: ccon.naj.ss.snc8 ruission, Chatterboxes 93--.3 nnd 93'-~ COij1i",md8d 
bjr lilt G. i;, Warren and liLt 1 •• j. Lemoin"O were called upou. for an Ciller2;0.ncy 
6J~tr.:;ct of t.he roconna.iss~.U)ce te<lD1 i~'H;lrshall halla locc~tGd at YD.~225166o 
ThE.. team vIas pinnGd down by an enemy force of. U.IllmO"Tll si:?,c 'fhich w"s 
<,ntreuched in 8. thick tre~) line 20 ll1Gt8rs fro'll the team. Vihi1c; 93-3 .mBa", 
:J.J.S clppc.-oach, gun cov5r,~gG WdS provided for by two LH~Ut: s~ ,sm8.1J.. O:L'.;llJ 

d'ld fi.nto!.i1atic weapons fi1'<,) vkS re.ceived by 93-3 while :)11 fil18.1, vJtiL: :Ll~ 
the Zone und on departure. J'ust bl;,fore lifting, ti)G Grew me·mbsrs o·)cnGo. 
u.p on obsorvGc1 enemy and :::our of the enemy were S08n to .teIJ.. ':;E;"\i(,JGl. LJ-(-.f1 
·,F·3T8 taken by the ;;.je b\).t no one WaS in~:ured and the te8Ll uas t21:~Gj.l to 
:;ui3.ng 'i:ri. 

Cht;tterboxes 93-7 (:trld S3-8 ~oiJ;j"and(;,d by L.ajor D. C!. L ~Gel.ha <1n.r.~ hUJor 
E. h. hh5.ti'ield \-Iere D.ivcrtsd from a resupplj1l missiom for an 8IU,,"J:'i}cnc:y 

e::ctract of the reconnaissal1ce teaIJl ildltyll1erchsnt,1f located at :~:~9Y)3. Gun 
coverage u~s provided I'or 'OJ, two uhlB l sand tvTC 0\7-10 IS. 93-·7 '.vb.on in the 
ZonE. had troub10 settins dovIn becdus6 of tuees and 5t,wn.j)S. ·vib:i.lc:il1. '~he 

2.onco;, smull arms :Lire end h.:3n0 gn;l1<:'dGs HE.re d.irected at the .r/O beLt no 
hits "Jere rGcGi v~'.d, 'l'hb sxtrc ct Wc:>S Sl..lCCGS sfl.'J. and the team l.lt:! s iJ;~o,ght 
to (-~uan~ 1'ri. 

l'l<:d-E;VJC and hod-ev~,c Ohase commanded by hajor D. 0. i .. cGaha and. liLt 
J. :.::.. Da.u respG cti voly, \~C 1'6 culleel to XD-988412 to j;li ok up 4 mE.d-r:wcl os. 
Cov€r2.ge \-IuS provJ.ded 1'01' hi; tvJO uH_lEl sand on6 (110. Laj or h C(klhQ, wh:Ue 
in the zone, 1'8C6i v6d S:"f.~81l 8rw.s and aut,oLk.tic weapons fire, where jiG remain­
ed for 15 .. minu.tes hoi sting the filed 0V1:.I cs out. 

D1)ol1 completion of this miSsion, Led··evao and bed-GV1.1C Chase \'J;:;;r8 call,"d 
to tht> iJosi tion il second tLJ!c for onG more erll.6rgGncy Tiled-0vac. lil1n 
cov~n'!.'ge. WilS )rovided for by two uH-ILI sand t1tlO (;V~IO' s. Lajor hcuaha h)d 
made his ap,.)ro8cb and cow~ to 8 hover over the ~one whtm automatic \-iE)('pons 
:~:i.re fponod up on the 1,/0 from Cl bout 40 meters away. 'l'he :../C .1£1S 11:, t anel 
tht:: en~onEl J.nstrumbnts wore lost so MajorhcGaha. brQu;jht the A/e b~:clt to 
V i1nd:'g!"ift Combat Base. 1Jpon shutdown the i..jIJ "Was fOLnd to h8V(~' sust;;[:l.ned 
:J-5 hits with thv following results: 3 blE.ldes hit, 6nrs1.ne; instnul:snts 
jJl0p6ra ble, vertical shaZt damaged, st~ttionary swush J?ldtos c1::-:w i:;c~d c.r..c1 the 
J~3ml) area d8.L:!.agcd. 

5 :;L.EA~,L.~ .:t . £ 
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f.Mi.'f ill 

o. Promotions to ~)rosont rJu1q 

Cp}. III J)'l''''.GE , J ame S Ii.;. 

0i)l LL:WIS0N, J :::mes N .• 
Opl LI\;ii~, 'i'hom,.'s F. 
Cip1 1:":'V .. .;.i.,,;XJ~~,;)J:J: .• G;;:;ry D. 
Cpl lU\lJ;;.,lt..~,., JOSG L. 
0/8:,)1 l·iOvhb, G-CI"J B. 
Cpl l.rl-iliilTli p I~dC\io G. 

1 Nay 1<))9 
1 i>/.ay 1969 
J. Ear 1:;6';) 
1 hD.Y 1969 
l l!.ay 1909 
1 lia;;" 1969 
1 iviay lS69 

• 

N Oy E\;t i' • .lhliR ~ Gen e D. 1 i,pril 1965 

. hlu-GlHS, Cliliard B. .tW.V:l COIllillendation bEidal w/Combct "V" 

G-.... hVi!.j .' billy ~. 1/0)1 WI.I-> "l'1 
r,;:'" 1..,:;r lC;:~'? 

3tJ:~ir~~· ... 1{r , JunGs vi. ~r" .... L/Cpl wH. 10 L.a:;r 1969 
Tli.i.lJBb, PhiEp J • III liLt 'Wlli 10 Nay J .. SS9 
. LlI'l'iIJ.;.L.u, H:)~'Jard N. :t-iuji"';;;~. ld.1 • JJ) lvla:r J .. 9:2'9 
Wl·.Li:Jr.L~H, Kemu:Lh ·~I. Cp1 la' ..ii 10 helJ lS69 
:&Ah.:CNS, 1v:;.elv~.n w. 1/Cpl Dkl 2 Hay 196'9 
'./.' m G.:J..:c.'l' , RobGrt .i.;.. l/Lt Dill 2 hay 1969 
wI J...wL:hij, 'l'hOillG1S .I;i. SR liLt DJJ: 2 hay l1'J9 
.;iL~, Timothy h. L/cpl rhJ 2 !,:i.UY 1969 

5. Safety. Listed below C.re thE; aircrc:!:'t accidents and incident8 :(or t11e 
month oi' i'fay 1969. 

GY."cund .i~C cident8-----------.-------·-.------·-~--··-O 
Ground Accidents - Due to :'-'.rwJny ".ction~ ..... ·~..:,~·...,.-·.----_-______ O 
Lir l~ccidents - O)0ratiun,"1--··· ... -·~--·-_··· .. ··-------···--.--... - ..... --1 

i.-5.!' Incid<;:nts 0lJ€r~rt,iona1-----·--.. ··--·-.. ·-.. ·-· .. ··---.. -.---.-·--.3 
"~~!' :.cclcknts - 1'ue to }i~n81jIJ i~ction----·-·--------------2 
./;.i.;c :Lndd",'n·Gs ~ Dl~e to :ii;nE.llllY .:.ction-----··----------,.-----15 
1rl.;J'..1.::::iI- ·:,1') :~'3:.1s0.!1.nel-----,.· ........ · .. --·--__ ·-_·h .. -... ."..<U---.-..... "·· .. ··,.· ...... "'··.-.. ·· ..... 5 l(LIJFI. 

L :fi:L';'!.r;, 
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The lonth 0;'; bHl r, 8l~_1 ted in a record increo so of C!16i1lY ant:i.f1ircrni!t 

rca ction to ;\61; copter o:;10r~,t:i.ons. ..i.l though the reporting period 
(1-31 I'.r,y 1969) consiS-G0d ol :('CvJO!' sorti6s thcln thE; preVious mon'~h t116 
perccntLlge of f:.rc-incid6nts c;l1d' hits i)er sortil> lwa incre<:lsed drost:!-c~:lly. 
'I'm,s inCreE!f30 is an il1.t(;11ig(;nc~ indic<:tor of large G.1lU'llY units :,Jre-
pos1 tioning for future o:',J<.;ri::tions. 

!~LN1J.Ji. \J'~" • .lRCB..JfT 
~)fi.L" ij ..P..:Lkl:-_P..f,N •• GE 

b,i:Y 
,.~)ID.L 

45.33 
5560 

47 
16 

9 
:3 

'I'hlz; arE;~.:S rGcdving thE; lc:rgest volume of firG-incic1ents l"er(,1~ 

(2) 

(3) 

(l.) 

Dong k:: Hount-i::ins ID 0365'll (air-bursts were 0 bas riled ini:.b.:i~-; 
three.t area). 
~.elicopter ValleY' to the west IL 0063 - YD 076.3 - Or::h7 (tll:i.S 
threat areu includ0d 11 IDortsr incidonts) 
L2. Nac northu6st up the bong Gilll1 ai.ver XD 9'J1611 north 2J.ong 
tl10 50ng OtUll }~i.v(;,r to .AD 8056L:.o (this tht'aa-i.-, area included 21.: . 
• ~W firE) incidents with th(, fil~El becoming heuvier furthsr l1or'th . 
up thlii ~ong (;2lil with i.lirDl.lrsts being reported) 
South of Di. 1.RO;,·(: N.ver :CD 0'n2 - 0904 - 1804 - 18'12 (this 
threDt area l,!(;ludes 37i'ih <lirbursts end increosed 5(; ce~;,. 
activity). 

1~ total of j/;' :i:ir& incident;:; resulted :.n 9 aircraH r€cei' .. .-Jng battle 
damage with a total of ~6 h.i. ts, resulting jl1 one (1) strikE aircraft Elnd 
9 c::&'t18ltics (5-~J.:';4-\~l.i.). 'iota1 .fire in0idonts included the l'oHovr.Lng 
ty".fJC::s of fire: 

23 - .small i.rlils 
19 - •• utomatic Weapons 
28 - .30 Culiber 
7 - .50 CctUber 

13 - Lorter 
1 - GrencJde 
1 •• RPG 
3 - ".ir Burst 

(.i~pr 69 - 9) 
(;~!Jr 69 - 6) 
(.i-lpr 69 - 6) 
(I.pr 69 - 4) 
(Jipr 69 - 4.) 
(J1pr 69 - 0) 
Omr 69 - 0) 
(J~i)r 69 - 0) 

The $-2 conducted tV-TO S:U,HE/Gu.nners schools uur:i.ng the period DnC! a 
to'Gal of 69 hOLrs int~l.j_J0nce troining was accomplished. ~:'n U?SU'·j, for 
tilG JD wrach includes futuJ.'G i-llans is post8d daill in the ready-room, and 
a request lor the ,squadron to be add~d to the distribution list of tfJJ; 7th 
1.ir l!'orce vi .. .l8 has bUill me!de. 
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