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NEH S bl LELIGusThk Silabing 262
frovis .nal harine airceraft Group 39
lst harins Jarcret Wing, Bl Pacific

Fro, San Francisco, Galifornia 96602

From: Commanding Cificer

3endiel el
5750
63415269

To: Commanding Ufficer, Provisional Marine aircrait Group-3%

(attn; 3"3)

Subj: Comnand Chronology, Period 1 May 196G to 31 May 196G

Ref: (a) Grud 5‘750._ 1

Enel: ./ (1) Comizand Chronology

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is hsreby

submitted,

)

2. This letter becomes UnCLuSSIFILD upon removal of enclosure (1).
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2, Task Organization and Unit Location
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2, Operational highlights
PukLD AET Sl iy TTAL LISTInG UF SIGIFICanT rvisls

1.
2.
3
e
S
é.

Personnel
Awards
Casuglties
Reenlistments
Safety
Intelligence
ENCLOSURE (1)
. —
1

DECLASSIFIED




-

DECLASSIFIED

CART 1

RGN LLATTGHAL, DaTA

1, GHGsNIZHIToN DAT

i

8, Commanding Officer James A. WELLS, Ji., LTCOL 1.3l May
b, Executive Ufficer Leo J. IHLI Major 1.3L May
¢, - Operations Officer - Marvin R, &ELSQN lajor 1-31 May
d. Logistics Ufficer Boyle O. EGGans Major l-31 kay
e. Personnel Ufficer Donald J. kisShAy MNajor 1..31 ray
f. Aviation Safetly UfTicer Karvey B. BRIIT kajor 1-16G May

lHoward M, WEITFIELD Major 20-31 May

fichard P. BVik3
Charles L. STURY

1SILT  1-11 May
16T LT 12-31 hay

g+ Intelligence CGificer

h, taintenance Officer Raymond G, PLiiSCiv Major 1.-31 hay

i. Sergeant kajor Klexander J. $INGRaI 1STsGL 1-31 naw

2. ILesk Organization ond Unit Location

Batineds booudUWi LT C00Ten S suiive 262
 Provisional merine aircrsit Group 39, lst Merine aircreft Wing,
B Pacific, Fro, San Franeisco, Galifornia 96602

oang.lri iir Base, Republic of Vietnam, 1-31 kay 1969

3. Aversge iionthly Strenzth of Squadron

Lgval Avigtors
43
Enlisted
140
4. Important Visit

BGu: R, H, SPANJER

22—

Lir/Ground Officers

3

taval Officers

1

ors to the Squadron
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Hifi-262 {lew o total of 123/4.1 flight hours, the majority of
which were in support oi the [tird marine Division., The squadron
evacusted a total of 1,002 med~c¥acs as follows: 140 emergency, 316
priority and 546 routine.

The following is a breakdown of the work completed by the squadron
during may including significent operational highlights,

TRUOPS

NO, UF SURTILG HOUES FLOWS  LIFTED
ginia lddge 1169 305.9 1485 237.5
apachs Snow 639 211.8 1566 116.7
Lerkimer Mountain 574 140.6 © 1135 7.8
#maine Uraig 131 30.1 0% 231
vrple martin 261 68,7 935 L7.5
eron Falls 126 29,9 306 27.0
magsachusetbts Bay 9 3.2 & 0.0
11T Mar Div & I1L MNuF ' 1574 H3.9 3078 22327
PUT LS 4533 1234.1 9521 T€4.3

The weather during the month did not significantly curtail operstions,
liowever, during the last wesks of the month, a front moved throvgh ths
area bringing along showers & low ceilings which did afiect operational
flights to a slight degree,

OF iohls T TU b 1) Gl Gl

A Mal 1969

Mcojor B, J. Meskan while leading a section on a med-evac mis sion Was
called upon to pick up 13 Wiis's at YD-025644, the site of an ambush of a
Marine patrol, The unit on the ground prepared a hasty pick-up point from
which the med-evacs could be hoisted, hojor Meskan went into the zone
and com.enced hoisting the wounded men, le spent approximately 30 iinutes
in the zone during which time sporadic small ams and automatic weapcns

fire was received., The operation was successful and the med-evacs were
brought to (uang Tri.
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wWhile on a resupply wission, Chatterboxes 93-1 and 93-2 comuanded by
Lt. Gol, J. 4. Wells and 1/Lt R, &, Thigalet carried supplies to
AD-847614. When in the zone, 93-2 picked up 7 passengers for trenspor-
tation to Vandegrift Combet Base, While departing from the area, ¢3-2
experienced a mid-air collision with an .xmy Uklh, fell out of control and
crashed, with all aboard bging illed, The crew consisted of the pilet
1/Lt K. & Trigalet, the co-pilot 1/Lt T. w. Williams, the crew chief
L/Cpl T. u. Pyle, und the two gunners L/Gpl k. W. Zakins and L/Cpl
L. 0. stoller (tdiS-39) .

b biAx 1969
Chatterborea 93-1 through 93-4 were involved in a troop 118t consgisting
o 4iVi's, Upon completion off the 1ift, with the aircraft shut dows at

wuang Iri, two pop-up flares with the pins pulled were found jamucsd
the seets on 93-2. 4 frag grenade with the pin partially pulled was
also found ot 93~4.

30 ba¥ 1969

Hii ~262 Javnched an 8 L/C assault lifting troops of 1/9 into
Lz Erskine located at YD-162106, Smell arms fire was reecived by one of
the i/C while in the Zone during the first wave, yet no hits were t
On the secend wave, 93-¢ while approaching the Zone had a pows:
short of the zone, crasiwd and burned, The piloi, co-pllob a
Major u. k. Whitfield, 1/Lt, z. J. Traube and L/Cpl J. . Stewort,
received menor injuriecs, However, the crew chief und the second guaner,
Col . w. wheeler and Gpl ¥. Glbson (HeMS=-39) received fabtal injuries
together with three of the troops aboard the a/G, The 1ift was continued
without incident hy the other 7 4i/C.

13 i 199

lied Evac and ried Evac Chase commended by Capt, D. L. White and Capt,
S. ¥. Stover res.ectively received a call to pick wp an emergsncy med evec
located at XD-867607, The ecxtraction of the med-evec had to be dons with
a hoist through 80 foot trees, There wers no gun-shins available so
Capt. Siover provided cover.ge For Capb, Wiite while the pick-w, was
being made, hortar and 50 cel, fire was recsived while the extraction was
being made end also upon departure, so hits were taken and the med-evac
was taken to Guang iYri,

BsCLusuide (1)
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Bt 15 4T 1969 .

Chatterboze s $3-5 and 93-6, com andsd by major ii. s helson and 1/Lt
G. . Warren rospegtively, vere diverted from a resupply mission for an
caergency extract of the reconraissance teoin "Grasshopper' located on
L% targo, 4~9061, Jue to poor visibility end no merkings in the zone,
Lajar felson had difficulty finding the team, sutometic weapons fire from
340Y was received during the oxbtraction dbut no hits were sustained by the
i/C. ‘he team wos extracted success
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fully and then takon to woang Tri,

by

While on a rcconnaisssnce mission, Chetterboxes 93-~3 and 934 coni.anded
by 1/Lt G. &, Warren and 1/Lt w. J. Lomoing were called upop for an cuergenly
catrect of the reconnaissance team "harshall Kall® located at ¥D-2258105,

The team was pinned down by an enenmy force of unknown sizc which was
entrenched in & thiek tree line 20 meters from the team, While 93-3 mads

e approach, gun coveruge wes provided for by two Ul-li's, Small armd

end avtomatic weapons fire wus received by 93-3 while on final, whilc i

the zone and on departurc, Just before 1ifting, tue crew members o 3
un on observed enemy and rfour of tue eneny were scen to f2l1l, Seversl) Ldta
rsre baken by the 4/C but no one was injured and the team was tlelk
Yuang Tri,

it

R il 1969

Chatterboxes 93-7 and 3-8 reomsanded by hajor D. . LeGeha and khajor
i, h. Whitiield vere diverted from a resuppl mission for an en
exbract of the reconnaoissance tean "Skymerchant! located gt A%-9553, Gun
coverage was provided for by two Unli's and twe 0V-10's, 93-7 when in the
zone had trouble setting down becuuse of tmees and stumps. While in the
zone, small arms iire and hand grenedes were directed st the 5/C but no
hits vere receivad, The extroct was successful and the team wos broight
to wuang Lri,

30 p:4E 1969

Mod~evac and hed-evie Chase commanded by kajor Do U, hicGaba endt 1/Lt
J. w. Dau respectively, were called to XD-988412 to pick up 4 med-evacs,
Coverage was provided for by two UH-1B's and one UL3. hajor hctuha, while
in the zone, received small arms and eutom:tic weapons Ifire, whore ho remain~
ed for 15 minvtes hoisting the med evacs out.

Unon completion of this mission, i.ed-evac and hied-evac Chase were callad
to the position a second tiie for one more ensrgency mned-evac, {(am
coversge was provided for by two UH-lh's and two (V-10's, Lajor i:cuaha had
made his ap.roaech and come to & hover over the zone when automatic weapons
fire cpendd up on the 4/C from eBout 40 meters away. ‘the 4/C was hut ond
the engone instruments were lost so Major hcGaha browsbt the 4/C buck to
Vandlgrift Combat Buse, Upon shutdown the ./C was found to heve sustained
15 hits with the following results: 3 blades hit, enginc instmuncnts
inoperable, vertical shuft damaged, stationary swosh plates dameged and the
vainy area demaged, '
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Transfors to-HMM-262 -

iransfers from o202 - ofiicers 9,

¢, Promotions to nresent ranks
Opl. BIFFLE, James 3, 1 day 199
Cpl ELLISCH, Jomes M, 1 hay 1969
pl Jeiiss, Thomas &, 1 bay 1552

LV Wwskdl, Gery D, 1569

Cpl Miviki, Jose L, 1 bay 1969

C/Col 1buil, Gary &, 1 Liay 1969
1T, Eddie G, 1 May 1969
MGy Szt P.ikiR, Gene D, 1 ipril 196¢

2. Lwards,

HIWGINS, Clif:ord B,

Billy G L/621 Wl

| v, Jemes W, R L/Cpl Wl
TR.UBE, Philip J, 111  1/it Wl

LA TE L, Howared M,
Wik, Kennith w,

Majan
Cpl
L/Gpl
1/Lt
1/Lt
L/Cpl

Wla
Kii
DX
DaT
DiT
Dil

Trd Gulil, Robert &,
wluoddas, Thomas s, JR
Fibd, Timothy H,
Keenlistments

Lo

HUWE

XN
)

5. Safety. Listed below arc the aircreft accidents
month of May 1969,

wavy Comnendation hedal w/Combet MVH

1, cnlisted 18

chlisted 33

2 hay 1955
2 May 13959
2 khay 1959

and incidents Jor the

w0

Ground iccldents

Ground iccidents — ue to wnany .cbioneescoee

0

1

Lr Lccidents - Gperativinal ..

Incidents = Coerational —emm s i e e 3

S lceldents - Due to lnemy Letion

2

> Ineidents -~ Due to mnemy sction

15

w0 fsrsonnel v o
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6. Intelligenes,

The : onth oX hiay < sulted in & record increase of eneny antiairereft
reaction to el copter ojsrations, slthough the reporting period
(1-31 rey 196S) econsisted of fewer sorties thun the previous month the
percentags of fi.re-incideénts wnd hits per sortie hes increased droagtrieally,.
This inereeso is an intelligence indicetor of large einemy units DTG
positioning for future operations, . :
' Wl O LWiRCHLPT

“LUnTH ouilliad Fleh wGluanTo  RLCEIVING 8.0 Lb D.00.0G8

e

i 4533 47 9
SERLE 5560 16 8

The arecs reeeciving the largest volume of firceincidents wers:

(1) Dong ha Mounteins YD 036597 (air-bursts were obssrved ia +
threat area),

(2) Lelicopter Valley to the West LD 0063 — YD 0742 - 0067 (this
threst area included 11 mortar incidents)

(3) L% Mac northvest up the Song Cam Kiver XD 901611 north along
the Song CGom River to 4D 805640 (this thraeat area included 24
aW fire incidents with the fire becoming heavier furtihsr norih
up the dong Can with cirbursts being reported)

(4) South of Di iRO:G Fiver YD 0512 - 0904 — 1804 - 1812 fthis
threat area i.cludes 37di airbursts and increased 50 cal,.
activity). =

L total of 47 fire incidents resulted in 9 aircrati receliving batile
damage with a total of 46 hits, resulting 3n one (1) strilke sircrait and
9 cosnelties (5-KIL/4-WIL), 'Yotal fire incidents included the foliowing
types of fire:

23 -~ Small .rms (apr 69 < 9)
19 - .utomatic Weapons (ipr 69 - 6) -
28 = ,30 Guliber (spr 62 - 6)
7 ~ .50 Caliber (ipr 69 = 4)
13 - iiortar (ipr 69 — 4)
1 - Grenade (apr 69 - 0)
1 - ReG (inr 69 - 0)
2 - uir Burst (Lpr 6S - 0)

The 5-2 conducted two Surf/Gunners schools curing the period and a
total of A9 hovrs intel.igsnce training was accomplished, .[n UPSUh for
the .0 which includes future vplans is posted daily in the ready-room, and
a request for the Squadron to be added to the distribution list of the 7th
Lir Force wilS has been made,
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