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1. lESIGNATION 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONlU. DATA 

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQJADRON 262 

• 
OOMMANDER 

MAJOR D. J. ME3KAN 
1-20 Dacent>er 1969 

. ~, 

LTOOL n ... A. BAN®F'l 
21-31 Deoember 1969 

2. IDCATION 

1-;1 ~oember 1969, Phu Bai Air Base, RVN 

3. ST!.FF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Operations Officer 

Logistics Officer 
Administrati va Offioar 

Aviation Safety Officer 
Intelligence Officer 
Aircraft Ma:1ntenancc' 
Ofi'icer 
Sergeant Major 

MAJOR lilwsrd M. WHITFIELD 
MAJOR Wllcy J. SELIERS 
CAPT Simon F. smYER 
ISTLT Steven D. BRAV/1IlD 
CAPT' rester R. GOOSE 
lSTLT Deon R. DAVIS 
CIJ?T W&ter W. CJJSTIN 
1STLT Donald V. ESt-iOND 
lSTLT Hu.go T. BECK 
CJJ.'T David L. "mITE 

SG'IMAJ Thomas E. mKE 

4. .J1VERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

USMC 
otr"Ent --
52 1158 

USN 
Of1'1l!n1 --
1 0 
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1-20 Dec 1969 
21-31 Dec 1969 
1-13 ~c 1969 
14-31 Dec 1969 
1-31 Deo 1969 
1-6 Dec 1969 
7-31 Dac 1969 
1-31 Dec 1969 
1-31 Dec 1969 
1-31 Dec 1969 

1-31 Dec 1969 
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PART II 

tfAMJ+TIVE snMARY 
( 

• 
1. During Iecellf>e:r 1969~ HMM-262 1'l.eW. <t. total of 9S3.7 flight hours 
and 27l.i1 sorties. b ma>jority of tm hours £lawn were in support of 
the 1st Marine D:t vision nnd III Marine Amphibiowr 17OrCe. The squadron 
accomplished a: total of 278 Med-Evacs af.- i"oll.ows: 91 Emrgency, 114 
Priority, and 73 Routine. There 'Hel'e 62.4 hours £lawn in Raoon sup. 
port with 31 Inserts, 18 Extracta, and 1 nip-F.l.op. 

2. mM-262' tldInin:f.stra~ joinC·. Hnrlne .4hWat'i flrou.p:l.6 Svp­
~Unit Which oonsiSted of 163 Enlisted and 8 Officer •• 

;3 ENCLOSJRE (1) 
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PART III 

." 

~~ LISTDl'G OF SIcmFICiNT • .EVDlTS. 
" .... 

~ ,~, _, \:. I • 

" 

1. PeJ'sonnel 

a. Transfer.red to HMM~62 .. 16 Of:f'.Lcem 34 En11sted 

b. Transferred fi'Om ~62 .. 70fficGl'fl 18 Enlisted 

c. Promoted ~ present rank .. 0 Officers 0 Enlisted 

2. Administra~on.. On 20 Leoember 1969, Major D. J. HmKI.N rel.inql1shed 
colllllDii1 of RZ26~ to Lieutenant· Colonel R. A. BlJfCROFr. 

3. Awards. 'b stMke/Flight A:1r l~dal JI5m1'd was presented to 14 person­
nel of '£hi s~ . . . 
4. Casualt1es. On 6 I2cenber 1969, lstLt H. R. WEBER m03878, copllot, 
was woUilded :rn tm lett. elhow on a night Had-Evac Mission wb3n &. ~re­
type mine was explodad in the landing zane. lstLt WEBER was ttreatad at 
the Nav.al Support 4ltivit1 Hosp1tal in DB Nang and subsequently' evacut\ted 
to the Naval Hospital in Gualn. 

s. Civic AOt1~ mtt..e62 baa adopted, through its CiVic Action iTOgl"SIl, 
the PrOtestaii'E !in Dang Orphanage, located 1n Phu. !along. This month tID 
Squadron has acqUired an:l given the Orphanage cement to aid its building 
program and several hundred pounds of food 3ld clothing. The Orp~ 
house$ 40 childl'en and conducts classes for 250 are~ child:ren. . -

6. Mor&1e~l.tL'll'O. Various athletic equipment am recreational facilities 
have bOOn p;;:6ildea in sufficient qnentity. During too month of DeceJ1ber 
the SqUadron had two parties. b Bob Hope Show brightened Chr1stl'tes ~ 
f~r 15,000 serviceman in Northern I Corps. 

7. InformatioMl. Serricos. Twenty-two Hone '!'own News Releases were pub­
lished on awai'dS ana promotions during tm month of December. 

8. .~ Visitors to thl smdron. Maj~n THRASH, CG 1ST MAW, ~sit-
e~ t squaai'on ~n 21 DacelDber 9. 

9. InteUi6:nce& The month ot D3cembor showd an il1crease in the level 
ot enemy an -a1fCratt tire incidents. Chatterbox aircraft experienced 21 
fi.re incidents resulting in <lamaS) to .1% aircraft. The areas receiving 
the ksost volume ot fire were east of .An Iba, sou.theast ot Liberty . 
Bridge by ./J.liga.tor Lam and Spider Lake, and also along Barrier Islam. 
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PIoRT IV 

CHBONOIDGlES 0 F SUOORDlliAlE COMMllNDS 
AND suPPbfiTmG roCtJMENiS 

1. There are no supporting documents attached. 
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UllRINE lili:DItJIi HELICOPTER S(lJADP..oN 262 
14arine Airoraft Group 16 

1st tJf.a.rme P.:il"craft Wing, :F!IF Pacif:i.c 
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 

From: O:>lll111anding Of.ficer 
To: COIinnanding Officer, l-iarine Jdrcraft Gr'oup 16 

03A00570 
3:ACAlkcm 
5750 
5 Jan 1970 

SUbj: Command Chronology- for the period 1-31 December 1969 

. Ref I (a) GrIlO 5750.,1_ 

Enel: J(l) (}>mmand Chronology 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is hereby submitted. 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. . ORGANIZATION DAT! --
a.. Commanding Officer MAJOR Donald J. 1-1ESKM 1-20 Dec 69 

LTOOL Riohard A. BANCROFT 21-31 rae 69 

b. Execu'!:,ive Officer NAJOR Ibtia,rd }II" WdITFIELD 1-20 1)30 69 
MAJOR Wiley J. SELLERS 21-31 D:lc 69 

o. Operations Officer CAPT S iInon F. STOVER 1-13 Dec 69 
lSTLT steven D. BRt\VllRD 14-31 ISc 69 

d. Logistios Officer CAPT Lester R. GROSE 1-31 Dec 69 

e. Bersonne1 Offioer lSTLT Dean R. DAVIS 1-6 Dec 69 
CAPT Wal:ter W. GO STn~ 7-11 D3c 69 

h 
.I.. Aviation Safety Officer ISTLT Donald V. ESHOUD 1-31 Deo 69 

g. Intelligence Officer lSTLT Hugo T. BECK 1-31 Dec 69 

h. Maintenance Officer CAPT :Oavid L. WHITE 1-31 Dec 69 

i. Sergeant Hajor SGTlW Thomas E. DUKE 1-31 Deo 69 

2. Task Organization and Unit Looation 

lWUW MEDDJN HELICOPTER sgJADROn 262 
Marine Aircraft Group 16" 1st P..arine Airoraft Wing, 
F1'1F Pacific, Fro, San Francisco, California 96602 
Phu Bai Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, 1-31 December 1969 

3., Average 110nthly Strength of Sq1;adron 

NAVAL AVIATORS !IR/GROUND OFFICERS 

52' 4 

ENLISTED liAVAL OFFICEffi 

158 :r 

4. Important Visitors to too Squadron* l-1aj Gen THRASH, CG 1ST HAW, 
visited the Squadron on 21 Deccnnber 1969. . 
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OPImld'IONAL mGI-ILIGIIT'S -----. ---
2 D3cember 

Chatterbox Horning ~1ed-Evac took six hits while extracting an emergency 
med~vac. There were no casuali ties and the aircraft 'VIas able to success­
fully complete the mission CJl1d return to base .. 

5 Deoember 

Six officers and 206 enlisted Narines of the HAG-16 Support Unit were 
transferred to HI,IT1-262 from I-lr'lL-367., !J.veraga strength of' the Support Unit 
during the month: 6 Officers and 184 Enlisted. 

7 December 

Chatterbox Night Ned-Evac tripped 2 booby trap as it decendcd into tl1C 
zone to extract an emerg'(mcy med""€vac. The resulting detonation inj~1i 
the co-pilot, who was himself evacuated!> The aircraft completed the '11]18'" 

siuY"l'2!1c1 rot1!l~ned,to IIul~ble 1,1()t,1.trba:i.n. 

19 December 

FOU1~ separate fire incidents were reported on this date. Chatterbox 
l'Ti@:ht V18d-Evac experienced three separate incidents of 'small arm8 fire 
resul ting in one hi t ~"'1d minor damage. Chatterbox 5 rece:i.ved small arms 
fire at coordinates AT893504 resulting in one hit vrlth minor damage and 
negative injuries. 

PART III --
SIG:1ITFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel 

a. Transferred to HN11-262 16 Officers 
b. Tral1sferTed from HHli-262 7 Officers 
c. Promotion to present rank... None 

34 Enlisted 
18 Enlisted 
None 

2. Administration. On 20 Iboomber 1969, Major Do J.1-1ESK1.N relinquished 
commaiid of mi}'I-2~ to Iii.e11tenant Colonel R" /.g IlLNCHDFT .. 

3. Awards ~ The Strike/Flight ldr Medal Award 'l-18S pre sented to 14 personnel 
of the Squadron. 
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4. Casualties" On 6 December 1969, lstLt H. R$ l'JEBER 0103870, coptlot, 
was wOThJ.ded in the left elbow 011 a J.1ight I'Ied-Evac Nission rJhen a claYU10!"'C~ 
ty-~ mine was exploded in the lDnding ZOl1eG> 1stLt WEBER was treatDd at 
the Naval Support Actiyity Hospital in Da Nang and subsequent,ly evacuated 
to the Naval Hospital in Quam" 

51:1 Civic Action!) Htiilll-262 has adopted, through'its Civic Actj.on Program, 
the ProtestiantTin Dank Orphanage., located in Phu Luong. This month the 
Squadron has acquired and given the Orphanage 15 bags of cement and over 
200 pounds of food and clothingI!' The Orphanage h011ses hO cJ:riJ.dren and 
conducts classes fur 250 area children" 

60 Morale/1flelfare" VariOUS athletic equiPlTlGnt and recreational facilities 
have ..... been pixyvldEtci in suf'.ficient quantitYtt Dur:L"1g the month of' December, 
the Squadron had two parties. The Bob Hope Show brightened Christmas Day 
for 15,000 servicemen in Northern I Corps. 

7~ Informational S0rvices. Eight new· officers joined the Squadron which 
resulted in eIght Ilome 'lb-w.n News Re1ee.ses,. Fburteon enlisted Hmoo Tmm 
News Releases lv-ere published on r\v3'D.l·ds nnd promoti.or:.s" 

0.. Intelligence.. The month of fucember 1969 shot-Jed all lncrease in the 
level of eneni'Yantiaj.xcrQi't fire incidents ~ 

The reporting period (1-31 December 1969) consisted of' an increase in 
sorties and an increase in fire incidElnt.s~ 

NUlffiER OF fJlHCP..J.FT % OF FIRE 
H01!TI-I SORTIES FIl(}}; INCInBHTS RECEIVING BATTI...E DJllILGE PER SORTIE 

1-31 Ibcerriber 
1-30 J)!overriber 

16-31 October 

27Ll 
2646 
lSl) 

21 
1!.~ 
5 

6 
6 
o 

0.766 
0.568 
0.276 

The areas recelvlng 'the 1al~ges't, volume of fire were 'c,he same as in the 
mont,h of November: 

East of t.Jl Hoa, southeast of Liberty Bridge by /J.ligator Lake and Spider 
Lake, and also along Ba.rrier Island/) 

There waS·.a total of 21 firo incidents. Six of our aircraft were hit. 
The Squadron had one WI.A evacuated. The fire incidents· c0l1s1sted of the 
f0110l·ring ty[Jes of fire $ 

1-31 Decem.oer 1969 

G 1\.utomatic ~feapons 
ll.!. 030 Oalo 
3 ,SO Oa1 0 

2 NortaI'S 

1 RPG 
2 Jlirbursts 
1 Booby Trap 
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-'-r"nsu'L'- (1) l"J.;.t\j·ju..J J':"iJi. • 



• • 

DECLASSIFIED 

9. .Air Opera·~ions. Hi'i1-1-262 neVI a tot:;'l of 953~ 7 hours, t,;10 r,lajorlty of 
vlhich viere in support of 1st l-iarine Division and III il1.F. The Squadron 
accomplished D. total of 278 lilGd-evacs as folloHs: 91 emerg;Qncy, 114 prior­
i'tiY and 73 routine. .A total of 127 sort.ies for 60 .. 9 hours were .f'lOfFm in 
support of :recon vdth 17 inserts, 12 extracts e.ncl 1 flip-nop. 

The following is a brGakdOtm of tho t·rorlc comp1c"i:.ed by J(jhe Squadron 
during 1-31 DoccmbGr 1969, including significant operational highlights: 

NO.. OF SORTIES :NO ~ OF TASKS 

FIRST HllRDIV, ROKHC & III l'IAF 27L1 1359 

TROOPS TONS OF 
LIFTED CARGO -

206,1 

The period 1-31 December 1969 marked the first full month that mm .. 262 
1vorkcd in support of the 1st 11arine Di'Vision.. Heavy monsoon r~"ins and loVl 
ceilings continued to hampel" flight operations and resulted in a reduced 
nLmIDer of flight hours. 

10. Ground Defense.. Hl"M-262 Reactionary Platoon is mustered tvr.i.ce a lvcek, 
Honday and 'IihursMy. They receive an intelligence brief and work in coor­
oj.nation with the ilx"nry Rifle O::>n1pwy in chare,'9 of BasG D;;fense. One prac­
"cice ru.0rt was conducted dtu"ing tho month of December 1969. 

11. Safety., Listed below are the aircraft accident/incidents for the month 
of l~cember 1969: 

Ground Accidents •••••• a ••••• ~G.~ ... o •••••• o00 

ca"ound ll.ccidents ... DuG to Enemy Action .. no-O 

llir .f.ccidents - Operational ...... o ••••••• " ... "O 

Air incidents - OperatiolLal •••• c.e ••••••••• ~6 
.ilir Accidents - Due to :Gi1Ol'il,Y- fiction .. e u ..... O 
fdr Incidents - Due to EnemyAction~ .. oa .. trt9 
Injuries to Personnel. "0 •••••••••• , •••••••• ,,1 

1211 Tra.ining. Dccolrber training included classes for pUots end. crow moIiUJo:t"S 
in use of aerial gas masks nnd the role of riot control agents against the 
8l'lOmy. Eighteon ne,", aerial gt.ll111ers were trained during this period. NBC 
Defense, Intelligence,; and Indoctrination of new personnel were emphasized. 
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