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Marine Airoraf't Group 16 
1st Marine Airora;t'b Wing, PMFPac 
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5750 . ., 
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Frana Canmanding Offioer' ", 
To: CCIlIlIal ding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16 (Attn. s.;3) 

Sub31 Canmand Chronology for period 1-31 August 1969 . 
Ref: 

~l. J(l) Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263, Canmand Chronalog,y 
~ 

1. In accorda:rce with references (a), (b), 8ld (c), enclosure, (1) 
i~ hereb,r submitted. 

2. Damgrading Instructions: ,Group 4. Unclassified when enclosure 
(1) is removed. ""'~' --- , '" 
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MA:RINE MEDIUM HELIC OFTER SQUADRON 263 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 

1st Martre Aircraft W~J I FMFPac 
FPO, San~~cisco ~02 

Marble Moun:ti~iii, Republic ot Vietnam 
1-31. August 1969 
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2. 

3~ 

4. 

STAFF OFFICERS 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 

Operations Officer 

Administrative Officer 
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PART I 

ORGANIZA'l'I1IWAL DATA' 

.' 

Ltool wm. CUNNINGHAM 
Maj or G. W. HINTZ 
Major J. VAN NCR1WICK 
Major J. VAN NCRTWICK 
Major W. H. EKHOIM 
Capt D. S. VAN LIEW 

Aircraf't Maintenance Offioer Major F. P ACCOONDO 
Logistics Officer Capt K. A ~ SWANNACK 
NATOPS Officer Capt D. R. THORNE 
Aviation Safety Off:i.eer Capt; J. G. FLYNN 
Intelligence Officer Irfi D. A. VERNIER 
Transportation Officer Lt J. C. SHORI' 
Flight Surgeon Lt T. S. DAVIS 
Sergeant Maj or SgtMaj D. N. SIMMS 

GySgt W. T. FORSmI 

UNIT LOOATloN 
..... ,. 

1-31AUgIlst 1969 
~OA t 1969 

n,;.31 A:t 1969 
~O AUgIlSt 1969 

1l~.3J. August 1969 
1 ... 31 August 1969 

" It 
II 
II 
ft 
Q 

" u 
l;'JS August 1969 
~.31 AUgust 1969 

.. ~ 

HMM-26.3, 1-.31 August 1969; Marble Mountain Air Faoriity, Danang, 
Republic of Vietnam 

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

!SMa USN 0'.l'HIm TarAL 
Officers ilr T :-0 -mr 
Enlisted 148 0 0 lls.8 

IMPCRTANT VISITORS 
J 

Brigadier General W.- G. JOHNSON, Assistant Canmanding General, 1st 
Marine Aircraft W1ng,{ 28 ~ 1.969. 

2 Enclosure (1) 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

~ Daily Summar;v of Events. The following was nown in support of 
nI MA.F, 1st MARDIV, ROKMC, OPERATFN PIPESTONE OANYON, OPE1.1ATION 
Dl!RHAM PEAK, AND OPERATION VICTORY DRAGON. , 

2 August 1969 (0 ) 

3 August 1969 (0 ) 

4 August 1969 (0) 

5 August 1969 (0) 

6 August 1969 (0 ) 

7 August 1969 (C) 

HMM-263 new 133 sorties for 27.S night hoars, . 
lifting 26;1 tons of cargo and carrying 193 troops/ 
passengers. Four medevao missions were flam evac­
uating 18 routine casualties. No fire incidents 
we~ reported. 

~63 flew 221 sorties for 42.4 flight h~, 
lifting 61;7 tms of cargo and carrying 196 troops/ 
passengers. Eleven medevac missions were flown evao­
uating 1 emergency, S priority, 'and, routine casualties. 
No fire incidents were reported. 

. . 
HMM-263 flew 172 sorties for 51.7 flight hours, 
lifting l8;Stons of cargo and carrying 187 troops/ 
paS8engers. Eleven1l-edevac missions were flown evao. 
uating 13 emergcmcy,16 priority. and 1 routine 
casualties. No fire inciden~ were reported. 

,. . 
HMM-263 new 233 sorties for ,6.9 ~ght hours, 
1irti1ng 19 ~9 tons Qf cargo and carrying 166 troops/ 
passengers. Thirty Two medevac missions were flown 
evacuating'9 emergency, 15 priority. and 42 routine 
casualties. One fire incident was reported with 
negative hits or injuries. 

HMM-263 flew 2m. sorties for S4.8 fliglrti hours, 
lifting 26;8 tons of cargo and carrying SOS troops/ 
passengers. Thirteen rIledevac missions were .flown 
~UAting'3 emergency, 9 priOrity, and 29 ~ 
casualties. No fire incidents were repmed. 

iI 

HMM-263 flew 178 sorties for 48.4 flight hours, 
lifting 12~1 tans of oargo and carrying lh7 troops/ 
passengers. Fl.:f.'been medevnc mis$ions were floWn evac­
uating J3 emergency, 23 prtoriV, and 11 routine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported.. 

~ 

HMM-263 new 3D7 sorties for 44.S flight hours, . 
lifting 34~ tons 9:£ cargo and carryi1J8 387 t'1!oops/ 
passengers. Six medewc miSsions were flqwn evac­
uating 2 exoorgency, 2 priority, and , rOl1tine 
oasualties. One fire 1ndident was reportodwith 
negative hits or injuries. 
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8 August 1969 (0 ) 

9 August 1969 (0 ) 

10 August 1969 (0) 

11 AUgUSt 1969 (0) 

12 August 1969 (0) 

]J August 1969 (0) 

HMM-263 f'lw 190 sorties tor ~4.0 flight hours, 
lifting 17 ~7 tons of cargo and carrying JS2 trocpS/ 
passengers. Ten medevac missions were flown evac­
uating 12 emergency, 15 priority, and 8 rOllt:tna 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 

HMM.263 f'levr 186 sorties for 41.1 night hOllrs, . 
lifting 37;8 tans of cargo and carrying 168 troops/ 
passengers. Seven II1edevac misSiOns were flown evac­
'\lilting lO emergency, 1 priority, and 2 routiIie 
casualties. No fire incidents wore reported. 

HMM-263 new 226 sorties tor 62.1 flight hours, .­
lifting 17.1 tens of cargo and carrying 387 troq>s/ 
passengers. Ten medAvac missions were flown evac­
uating 3 emergenoy, 9 priority, and 8 routin9 
casualties. No fire incidents~ere reported. ~ 

m1M-263 flew 189 sorties for 49.2 :flight hours, 
lifting 16.1 tons of cargo and carrying 391 troopS/ 
passengers. Ten medevac misRions were flown ewc-

. uattng lO emergency, 2 priOrity, and 8 routine 
cas~lties. No fire incidents ~re repori;ed. 

~ 

HMM-263 flew 282 sorties for 75.4 flight hours, 
lifting 13.6 tons of cargo and carrying 589 troopsl 
passengers. Fifty Nine-medevac missions were flam 
evacuating '57 emergency, 84 priority, and 10 raatine 
casualties. One £ire incident was reported with 
negative hits·or injuries. 75 rawnds ot .50 cal 
were expended. 

HMM-263 new 230 sorties for ,3.0 night hours, 
lifting 29~8 tons ot oargo and carrying 33~ troape/· 
passengers. Six medevac missions were flown evac­
uating 6 emergency, 6 priority, and 3 routine 
casualties. One fire incident was reported with 
neeat1ve hits or injuries. 

14 August 1969 (0) HMM-263 new 115 sorties for 3l.2 flight hours, 
lifting 8.8 tons of cargo and carrying 81 troaps/ 
passengers. Nine II16devac missions were fiotm evao­
uating 7 emergency" l3 priority, and 6 routine 
casualties. Three fire ilicidents were reported with 
negative hits or injuries. 

15 August 1969 (C) HMM-263 new 168 sorties for 41.8 ~ght hOUl'S, 
lifting 15.0 tons of cargo and carrying 291 troopsl 
passengers. Three'medevac missions were flam evac­
uating 3 emergency" and 2 prioritY' casualties. :No 
fire incidents ware reported. 
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16 August 1969 (0) 

17 August 1969 (0) 

18 August 1969 (0) 

19 August 1969 (0) 

20 August 1969 (o) 

2l August 1969 (0) 

22 August 1969 CO) 

DECLASSIFIED 

HMM-263 flew 10'7 sorties for 27.6 £light hours, 
lif'ting 0.1 tons of oargo and carrying 62 troops/ 
passengers. Sixteen meclevac misSions were :flam ewe­
ua ting 10 emergency, 22 pri ori ty, and J2 rou'fine 
casualties. No fire incidents ~ere reported. 

~ 

HMM-263 f'1ew 129 sorties for 34.2 flight hours, 
1if'ting 9.tJ tons of cargo and carrying 273 trocps/ 
passengers. Two med.evac missions were flown evac­
uating 1 emergency and 1 routine ca.sualties. "One 
fire incident was reported with 1 hit, negati1V9 
injuries, 3~0 rounds of .50 cal were expended. 

• I 

HMM-263 flew 160 sorties for 40.9 flighthaurs, 
lifting 0.5 tons of cargo a.nd ca~ng 243 troops/ 
passengers. Twenty Fou~ medevac misSions were fl~ 
evacuating "II emereency, 29 priority, and 26 routine 
casualties. Ona fire incident was reported with 
negative hits or injuries, 

HMM-263 flew 128 sorties for 38.3 £lighthoUl'S, " 
lifting 0,0 tons of cargo and carrying 165 troops/ 
passeneers, Ten medevac missions were £lam evac­
uating 16 ehnergenoy, 10 priority, and 7 routine 
casua.lties, Two fire incidents were reported w:1th 
negative hits or injuries. 

HMM-263 flew 184 sorties for 46,6 flight hours, 
lifting 10~8 tons of cargo and carrying 191 troops/ 
passengers. Twenty Five medevac misSions were flown 
evacuating "l3 emergency, 25 priority, and 18 routies 
casualties, Ono fire inCident was reported with .3 hits, 
neg~tive injuries. 

HMM-263 flew 1$4 sorties for 41.3 £light hoors, " 
lifting 23~9 tons of cargo and carrying 275 troops/ 
pllSsengers. Three'medevac missions were flown evac­
uating 3 emergency, and 4 priority casualties. 
Five fire inoidents were reported With 1 hit, 
negative injuries. 200 rounds ot .50 cal were 
mcpended, 

1001-263 flew 236 sorties tor 64 • .3 night hours, 
lifting 16~2 tons of cargo and carrying 532 troopsl 
passengers, Thirty One'medevac miSSions 1re1'e tlONn 
evacuating'28 emergency, 36 priority, and 21 routine 
casualties, Six fire incidents were reported with 
negative hits or injuries. 
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23 August 1969 (C) 

24 August 1969 (0) 

25 August 1969 (0) 

" 
HMM-263 flew 152 sorties for 41,1 fl:ight hours, 
lifting 17.8 tons of cargo and carrying 2" troopsl 
passengers. Seven medevac miSSions were flown evac­
uating 8 emergency casualties. TWo fire incidents 
were reported with negative hits.or injuries. 

~ 

HMM-263 flew 110 s ortie8 for 29,0 flight hours, 
lifting 2.5 tons of cargo and carrying 113 troops! 
passengers. Twenty Eight medevac missions were flown 
evacuating"25 emergency, IS prfoMty., 'mid 17 ~PaUUne 
casualties. No fire incidents .were reported. 

HMM-263 flew 152 sorties for 37,6 flight hours" , 
lifting 10~2 tons of cargo and ca.rrying 22, troopsl 
passengers. Four medevoc missions were f1~ evac­
uating 5 emergenoy oasualties, One fire incident 
was reported with 1 hit, negative injuries. 

26 August 1969 (C) HMM .. 263 flew 193 sorties for S6.1 f"light hOUl'S, .. 
lifting 6.0 tens of cargo and car1'y1ng 180 troape/ 
passengers. Twent;r medeftC: miSSions lrare flam eiac. 
uating 9 eJll3rgency, 38 priority, and 10 rout:i.xle 
casualties. <me fire incident was reported with: 
negative hits' or injt1ries. 230 rounds of .SO cal 
were expended. .. ~ 

27 August 1969 (0) HMM-26.3 new 177 sorties for S1,2 night hours, 
lifting 17.1 tons of cargo and carrying 731 troops/'" 
passengers. Soven'mede~c missions were f'latm evac­
uating 5 emergena,y, 7 priority, a.nd S routine 
casualties, No fire incidents were reported, 

28 August 1969 (o) 

29 August 1969 (C) 

30 August 1969 (0) 

HMM-263 flew 228 sorties tor S3.7 flight hours, 
lifting 24~S tons of cargo and carrying 370 troops! 
passengers. Twenty Se~n mede~c missions were flaw.n 
evacuatizg,S) emergency, 3S priority, and 25 routine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 

HMM-263 flew 213 sorties for 63.4 flight hours, 
lifting 1.5.9 tons of cargo and carrying .423 troops! 
passengers. Twenty'medevac missions were :t'lown evac­
uating 12 emergency, 6 priority, and 14 routine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. , 
HMM-26.3 flew 260 sortivs for S4.8 night hours, 
lif'ting 27.7 tons of cargo and carrying 733 "troopsl 
plssengers. No medevac missions were flown. One 
fire incident was reported with .negati va hits or 
injuries. 

6 10sure (1) 
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31 August 1969 (0) 
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HMM-263 new 193 sorties for 51.9 flight hours, 
lifting 19.8 tons of vargo and carrying 223 troops/ 
passengers. Twenty medevac missions were flaN.n evac­
uating 9 emergency, 9 priority, and 19 routiiie 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 

:---. .. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
l~ PERSONNEL 

, p 

. 
ENLISTED TOTAL 

a; Personnel joined 
b. Personnel dropped 

omCER 
12 32 zr 
7 12 19 

ENLlIiSTED T6TAL . -
2. ADMINISTRATION 

• OmCER 
a. Personnel promoted 0 13 13 
b. Personnel reduced 0 0 0 .. 

3. CASunJ:,TIES FOR THE PERIOD: .' . 
SSgt vl. GORDON 1674009 WIA :3 AUgust 1969 
ropl E. M. KEEFER 2417232 WIA :3 Augusi; 1969 

4. m'rELtIGENCE • 
a. The Squadron continued to receive; report" and interpre~ 

intelligence information fram III W~F, 1st MAW, 1st MARDIV, MAa-16 
and 1st REOON. Through spot"reportsJ fire incident reports and 
other pilot debriefing forms, intelligenoe ij.jtornr::.tion was po..eeQd 
to MA~6 for dissemination to higher, lower and adjacent units. 

b. HMH-263 recie1i'ed 1 incaning round in the squo.dr'on atoc. during 
this :-eporting period. . . 

c. HMM-263 was involved in 1 strike during this repartillg period. 
A brief was given to pilots and crew members on this strike. 

" . ., ., 

de To provide continued up.to-cbte intelligencel the intelligence 
section conducted briefs ~t AOMle; The Plan of the Day was used to pass 
information to Squadron persormel. 

e. :3 Officers and 6 Enlisted attended Jungle Escape and Survival . 
train:i;ng at NAS, Cubi POint, R.P. 

i! No ~fficers attended Sea Survival School, Okinawa. 

g. HMM-263 fa fire incidents for the month of August are as followst 

F.UlE INCIDENTS 
~7 

NO. AmCnAFl' HIT 
8 

NO. OF HITS 
l5 

"" ~.,-

6 EnclOsure (1). 
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• 
LOOISTICS • 
a. NORS "Gil Resume 

(1) Subnitted 

(2) Completed 

(3) Outstanding 

b. HCRS IINI. Reswne 

(1) Submitted 

(2) C Oll1pleted 

(3) Outstanding 

OPERATICNAt STATISTICS 

239 

119 

60 

13 

11 

2 

• 
----r--~ ...------ ~-

3.CFBlci'b 
03l2ltS69 

~ Twenty F:L ve aircraft of HMM-263 fleW 242 sorties for 97.'5 f'.1..i.ght 
hours, lifting 706 troops~ssemgers amd 61.4 tons' of cargo, One medevac 
masion was flown evacuating 1 emergency casua.ltYi all in supporb of 
Opera~ion Pipestone Canyon. ; .. ' . 

b. Nine aircraft of HMM-263 neW 291 sorties for 52.9 .:flight hours, 
lifting 335 troops/passengers and'73.B tons of cargo. Two medevac missions 
were tlown evacuating 5 emergency, and l"priority casualties, all in 
support of Operation Victor,r Dragon XIII. . ., 

c' mbirty Five aircraft of HMM.-263 flew 628 sorties for 146.1 flight 
hours. lifting 1,297 troops/passengers and 163.0 tOns of cargo.~ Eight 
medevac missions were f.lown evacuating 2 emergency, 18 prio:Hty, and 23 
routine casualties, all in support ot operation Durham Peak. 

, . 
(1) Total Flight Hours 1,446.0 , 

(2) Total Tasks 1,199 

(3) Total Sorties 5,667 
'" 

(4) Total TroopsjPassengers 9,2¥ 
(5) Total Cargo Carried S40.S , 

(6) Total Medevacs Carried 1,l.34 

7. AIRCRAFr DAMAGE 

The following Squadron aircraft received battle damage during the 
peri ~. , ~- ft tID 34Ol, J5~6), J54810. 

l1_©L&~ U 
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