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PART I 

,CRGANIZATIONtili DATA 

STAFF OFFICERS 

ClC:iIIntttItfttig 0fft0EIi Ltcol Wnl. CUNNINGHAM 1-30 Sep 69 
lIfecuti ve Officer Major J. VAN NORMCK n 
Operations Officer l-fajor W. H. EKHQUI.I " 
Administrative Officer capt D. S. VAN LIDf " Aircraft Maintenance Officer Major F. P. ACOCNA.NDO 1-19 Sep 69 

Major E. O. MABQUET'l'E 19-.30 Sep 69 
Logistics Officer Capt K. A. SWANNACK 1-30 Sep 69 
NA.TOPS Officer Capt D. R. THCRNE It 

Aviation Safety Officer Capt J. G. FLYNN " 
Intelligence Officer Lt D. A. VERNIER It 

Transportation Officer Lt J. C. SHatT It 

F.L1ght Surgeon Lt T. S. DAVIS It 

Sergeant Major GiSgt W. T. FCRS!TH 1-9 Sep 69 
MSgt L. H. SANGMEISTER 9-19 Sep 69 
SgtMaj M •. S. IANDY 19-30 Sep 69 

UNIT LOOATION 
. . 

HMM-263, 1-30 September 1969, Marble Mountain Air raeU:l.1;y, Danang, 
Republic of Vietnam 

3. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 
F 

Officers 
Enlisted 

4. Il.fi'ORTANT VISIT<llS 

USN 
T 
o 

TarAL 
49 
163 

Major General W. G. THRASH, Camnand1ng Oeneral, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing" 24 September 1969. 

5. SIGNIF.liMlfl'EVEN'rS 
1] .. , I. 4 .. -4~ . ( ........... 
On 30 September 1969, Ltco1 W. R. LEDBETTER rel.:1eTed Ltcal Win.. 
CUNNINGHAM in a Change of Camnand ceremOZ\1. 
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PART II . 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY • 
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1. Daily Summary ot E"f'enta. '!'he .tollCldng was flown in support of III 
&F, 1st Mtl.RDIV, RCEMC, OPERATION PIPESTONE CANYON, OPERA'l'ION VICTCRY 
DnAGON and OPERATION IDAHO CANYON. 

1 September 1969 (e) 

2 September 1969 (c) 

3 September 1969 (C) 

4 September 1969 (C) 

S September 1969 (e) 

6 September 1969 (e) 

7 September 1969 (e) 

HMM-263 tlew 117 sorties tor 30.2 flight hours, 
lifting 14.0 tons of cargo and carrJing 24$ troops/ 
passengers. Eight mede-vac missions were flown 
evacuating 7 emergency, 4 priori V, and S roo.t11le 
casualties. No fire incidents were l"eported. 

HMM-26) flew 157 sorties tor )8.9 tJ.ight hours. 
lifting 10.7 tClls of cargo and carrying 229 troops/ 
passengers. Fourteen medevac missions wereflaNn 
evacuating 6 emergency, 20 prior:l.ty,and 7 roa.tina 
casualties. No tire incidenta were reported. 

HMM-263 flew 167 aerties tor 47.2 flight hours, 
lifting 18.0 tons ot cargo and cal'171ng 267 troops/ 
passengers. Eighteen mede'vac missions were tlam 
evacuating 8 emergel107, 14 priority', and 9 routine 
casualties. No f'ire incidents were reported. 

HMM-26) flew 234 sorties toro 67.4 tl1ght hours, 
lifting 18.0 tcms of cargo and carying 449 troops! 
passengers. --Thirteen medevac missions were flown 
evacuating'n' emerge~, 12 priority, and 10 l'Q1til1e 
casualties. ~ f'1re incident was reported with 
negative bits or injuries. 

HMK-263 flew lU sorties toro 3S.S tl1ght hoars, 
l1fting 12.6 tons ot cargo and caJ'l'1iDg )08 troops/ 
passengers. Seven medevac missions were .t'lom 
e'r&cuating 4 emergency, 7 prior:t:t7, and 1 rOl1tiJie 
casualties. No r.tre incidents were reported. 

HHM-263 .new 247 sonies toro S8.6 tl1ght hOl.U'8.t 
lifting 21.4 tons of cargo and carrying )80 troaps/ 
pa.ascgers. 'l'b1rteen med8'lac missions were flown 
evacuating 2) emergency, U-prtor1ty, and 6 rrutine 
casualties. One tire incident val reported with 
negati'Ye bits or injuries. ?So rounds of .So cal 
were expended. 

HMM-26) :fl.ew 132 sorties tor 43.2 flight hours, 
lifting 10.9 tons of cargo and c&rrJing 3tl troops/ 
passengers. Seven medevac missions ware flown 
evacuating 4 emergeI1C7, 2 priority', and 13 r~tin. 
casualties. No tire incidents were reported. 
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8 S.~1969 <C'_0.263 fleW JlUsarti •• for 42t! f'J.1ght :::;9 
;lifting 0,0 tons of cargo and carrying 314 troapa/ 
passengers~ Fifteen medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 11 emergenct, 14 priority and 12 routine 
casualties. lIo me incidents were reported, 

9: September 1969 (e) 
" 

HMMl.263 flew 90 sorties tor 2,.4 night hours, 
lifting 0,0 tons of oargo and. ca.rry1ng 168 troaps/ 
passengers, Seven medevac missions were flown 
evacuating S emergency, 6 priority, and S routine 
casualties, No f:ll"e incidents were reported. 

10 September 1969 (0) mfM-263 flew 180 Sorties for 44.2 flight hours, 
lifting 3.6 tons of cargo and carrying 17$ troops! 
passengers. S~ medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 4 ~rgency, e priority, and 1 routine 
casualt.ies. No fire incidents were reported. 

11 September 1969 (0) HHtI-263 new llJ3 sorties for 38.7 flight hOlll"S, 
lifting 0.0 tons of cargo and ca.rry1ng 17S troops/ 
passengers. twentY' nine medewc missions were flown 
evacuating 21 emergency" 31 priority, and S2 routine 
caeual~ies. One fire incidsnt was reported with one 
bit a~ negative injuries. 

12 September 1969 (e) HMK-463 tlew 2~ sorties for ,9,6 flight hour~, 
lifting 0,6 tons of cargo and carr;v1ng Soo troops/ 
pa.sengers. Seventeen medevac missions were flown 
e,tacuating 11 emergency, 23 priority, and 9 rOllt1ne 
.sualties. (he fire incidant was reported with 
negatin hits or injuries. 300 rounds ot .50 ca.l 
were expended. 

13 September 1969 (e] HMl-i-263 flew 148 sorties tor 37.4 flight hours, 
. lifting 7.9 tons of cargo and calorying 194 troopsl 

passengers. Nine medeva.c missions. were flown 
evacuating 4 emergency, 12 prioritY'j and 9 routine 
casualties, No fire incidents were reported. 

14 September 1969 (0) mlM-263 flew 212 sorties tar 58.2 flight hours, 
lifting 36.0 tons of cargo and carry,Lng 203 troops/ 
passengers. TwentY' three meclevac missions"were 
.nown evacuating 16 emergency, 10 priorl.ty, and 6, 
routine casualties. No fire incidents t-1e1'8 reported. 

15 September 1969 (0) HMM-263 flew 2~ sorties for SOlO flight bours, 
lifting 20.6 tons of cargo and carrying 284 troops/ 
passengers. Sixteen medevac miSSions weN flosm 
evacuating 18 emergency, 7 prioritY', and ~9 rOl1tine 
casualties. One fire incident was reported with 
negative bits or injuries. 
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16 -Sept;ember 1969 .(~) HMM-263··t1ew.lh2 sorties far 42.0 flight hours .. 
lifting 1.9 tons of cargo and carrying 289 troops/ 
passengers. Nineteen medevac missions were flcxm 
evacuating 8 emergenCY', 34 prioritY'.. and 22 rOlltine 
casual ties. No fire incidents were reported. 

17 September 1969 (e) HMM-263 flew 211 sorties for S2.B flight hours, 
. lifting 18.4 tons of cargo and carrying 1.34 troops/ 

passengers. Eighteen medevac ·miesions were flown 
evacuating 9 emergency, 16 priori tl", and S4 routine 
casualties. One fire incident was reported with 
negative hits or injuries. 

18 September 1969 (e) HMM-263 f'lew 152 sorties tar 42.4 flight hours, 
lifting 2.4 tons of cargo and carrying l43 troops/ 
passengers. Eighteen medevac missions were :flown 
evacuating 6 emergencY', 16 priori tl", and S4 routine 
casualties. One.fire incident was reported with 
negative hits· or injuries. 4So rrunds ot· .So cal 
were expended. 

19 September 1969 CO) HMM-263 f'let, 117 sorties for 37.6 flight hours, 
lifting 12.0 tons of cargo and carrying 2S4 troops/ 
passengers. Four medevao missions were flown 
evacuating 4 emergency, and 3 prior.l.ty casualties. 
No fire incidents were reported. 

20 September 1969 (0) HHM-263 flew 238 sorties for 64.7 flight hours, 
lifting 17.0 tons of cargo and can-y1ng 273 troops/ 
passengers. Twenty four medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 11 emergency, as priority, and 39 routSne 
casualties. No fire incidents.were reported. 

21. September 1969 (C) l1MM-263f1et1 200. sorties for 21.6 £light houa, 
lifting 21.6 tens of cargo and carryi,ng 291 troops/ 
passengers. Eight medevac missions were £lawn 
evacuating S emergency, 19 priority. and 1 l:'OIltine 
casualties. One fire incident was report;ed with 
negatift hite or injuries. 40 rounds of .SO oal. 
were expanded. 

22 Sephember 1969 (0) HMM-263 tlew 264 sorties for 15.0 flight hours, 
lifting 1B.0 tons of cargo and carrying 337 troops/ 
passengers. Twenty Dine me&mlc missions, and 1S 
1'0I1tine .casual.ties.. !Io fire incidents weftl. :repc:rted. 
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ern'lI J24ffl' • • 23 Sept6mbel' 1969 (0) HMM-263 flew 148 sorties far 38.5 flight hours, 
lifting.16.8 tons of cargo and carrying 1,4 troops/ 

. passengers. Thirteen medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 8 emergency, ll4 priority, and 18 routine 
casualUes. One tire inCident was reported with 
negative hits QL" injur1.es. 

24 September 1969 (0) HMM-263 new J52 sorties fCfri 114.6 flight hours, 
lifting O.s tons of oargo and oarry1ng 112 troops/ 
passengers. Twenty one medevac missions were flown 
e-vacuating 15 emergency, 23 priarity, and S6 
routine casualties. No tire incidents were reported. 

'" 600 rounds of .50 cal were expended. 

2, Sep\;ember 1969 (0) HMM-26) flew 190 sorties for 41.8 night hours, 
lifting 14., tms of cargo and carryi.ng 487 troops/ 
passengers. Fourteen medevac missions were :£lCMn 
evacuating 1 emergency, 30 priority, and 7 routine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 830 
rounds ot .,0 cal were expended. 

26 September 1969 (0) HMM-263 flaT 189 sorties for 53.1 flight hours, 
lifting 48.4 tons of cargo and carrying 268 troops/ 
passengers. Fourteen medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 1 emergency, 21 priority, and 3 rOutine 
casualt.1es. No fire incidents were reported, 

27 September 1969 (0) 100'1-263 flew 190 sort.ies 1'01' 1&4.4 flight hours, 
lifting 34.9 tons of cargo and carrying 213 troops/ 
passengers. Nine medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 1 emergency, n priority, atd 6 routine-. 
casual ties.· No fire inCidents were reported. 

28 September 1969 (0) HMM-263 flew 193 sorties far 45.3 flight hours, 
lifting '.S tons of cargo and carry.l.ng 353 troops/ 
passengers. Sixteen medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 10 emergency, 13 priority, and 28 
routine casualties. No fire incident. were reported. 

29 September 1969 (0) EMM-263 f'l.ew 123 sorties for 29.3 flight hoars, 
lifting 9.1 tons of cargo and carrying 66 troops/ 
passengers. Twelve medevac missions were .flown 
evacuating 1 emergency, 1 priority, and 11 rOllt1ne 
casualties. No fire i.Dciden.ts. wera reported. 
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30 September ~969 (0) 
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HMM-263 fl.., 128 sorties tar 37.1 flight hours, 
littiDg 3.a tCllS of cargo and carrying. 217 troops/ 
passengers. Fourteen medsvac missions were flown 
evacuating 4 eme~, 43 l)l"iority, and 13 rrutine 
ca.b.l.t1elh c.m tJ.»o".~~ •• ' ~M with ~. 
~u';".bi.fJs • ~ej~~ . .t60.~8 o£ .$0 cal 
were~d.. 

( . 6 £ .'1 • lJ r" 2nie1_ Ct) 
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PmSONNEL 
, . 

.,. ; Pers Onne~ joined 
b. Pers annel dropped 

ADMINISTRATION 

a. Pel'S annel prCllloted 
b. Perscmnel reduced 
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SIGNIFIOANT EVENTS 

OFFIOER -n 
3 

OFFICER 
:x: 
0 

CASUALTIES Fat THE PERIODe . . t 

None 

INTELLIGENCE 

ENLISTED 
lL 
4 

ENLISTED 
24 

0 

3 IBtDhcfb 
o3A27569 

TarA!. 
-nr 

'7 

TarAt 
~ 

0 

a. The SquadI'm, continued to receive, report, and interpret, 
intelligence information trQll III MAF, lst MAW, 1st MARDIV, Ml\.G-l6 and 
1st Recon. Through spot repcrts I fire incident reports and other pilot 
debtiefing forms, intelligence information was passed to MAG-l6 far 
dissemination to higher, lower and adjacent units. 

b. }'JA~6 came UJXler a mortar attack on 6 September at 0200. No 
inoaning rOllllds iJnpacted in the HMM-263 area. 

c. HMivI';'263 was inVolved in 1 stril<:e on 25 September. Separate 
briefs were gi~n to pilots and airorews. The strike went off without 
incident. 

d. To provide continued up-t()or()a.te intelligence, the intelligence 
section conducted briefs at AQ1's.on Recon missicns, and the Flan of the 
Day was used to pass infannation to squadron personnel. 

e. 2 Officers and 6 Enlisted attended Jungle Escape and Survival 
training at NAS, Oubi Point, R. P. 

f. No -Officers attended Sea Survival School, Qd.nawa.. 

g. HMr.lWt263'8 fire incidents far the month of September are as 
follat'sl 

FIRE INCIDEm'S - ro NO. AIRCRAFT HIT 
i 

8 
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5. LOOIS,TICS , 

a. NORS "Gtt Resume 

(1) Submitted 

(2) Canpleted 

(3) Outstanding 

b. NORS uwt Resume 

(1) Submitted 

(2) C anpleted 

(3) Outstanding 

6. OPERATIONALSTATIsrics 
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a. Thirty £ot1r ~iraratt of lH1:-263 flew 593 sortie~ for 1.38,7 
flight hours J lifi1ng 1.181. troops/passengers and ]51.1 tons of cargo.' 
Twenty medeva.c missions were flown evacuating 7 emergen-cf, lh priority, ' 
and 33 routine casualties, all in support of Operation Pipestone ~. 

b. Four aircraft of HMM-263 flew 129 sorties far 26.9 :flight hours, 
litt.ing So troops/passengers and 53,6 tons of cargo. One medevao 
mission was flown evacuating 4 etnel'genoy casualties, all in support of 
Operation Victory Dragon XlII. 

c. Four aircrafi of HMM-263 flew 66 sorties for 23.4 £light hours 
lifting 73 troops/passengers and 16.0 tons of cargo. One medevac' 
mission 10JaS flam evacuating 2 emergency, and 3. prior! ty ea.suaJ:l:ari ,all 
in support of Operation Idaho C~. 

(1) Total Fligbt Hours 1377.5 

(2) Total Tasks 1122 

(3) Total Sorties 5179 

(4) Total Troops/Passengers 7997 

(5) Total Cargo Carried (Tons) 398.5 

(6) Total Medevacs Carried 1302 

7. AIRCRAFt' DAMAGE 

The following &luadron aircraft. received battle damage dur:lng the 
per:Lod. 1-30 September 19691 153.383 
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