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MARINE NEDIUM HELICOPl'ER SQUl.DRON 263 

Marine Aircrai't Group 16 
1st Marine Ai:roraft Wing, FMFPac 
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Fran' Canmanding Officer 
To: CCllIIIBnding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16 (Attn: S.3 ) 

Subj I Canmand Chronology far period 1.,31 ~tober 1969 

Ref: (a) trlg0 51$0,,10 
(b) GruO 5750,lC 
(0) SCldnO 5750,1 

Ene1: J(l) 'Karine l-iediUll1 Helicopter Squadron 263, Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with references (a), (b), and (c), enclosure (1) is 
hereby submitted. . 
. 

2. Damgrading Instructionsl Group 4* Unclassified·when enclosure (1) 
is removed. . 
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\of. R. LEDDETTER . 
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Marine Aircra!'t Group 16 

1st t1arina Aircraf'lj Wing, FMFPac 
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Marble llounta1n, Republico! Viet .• 
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1. STAFF ,OFFICERS 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Operations Offioer 
Administrative Officer 

Ale Maintenance Officer 
LOgistics. Officer 
NATOPS Ot!1oer , 
Aviation'Sa.fety Officer .. 

Intelligence Officer 
TranspOrtation Officer 
Flight Stn'geon 
Sergeant Major 

, ,:: 

2. mITT LCCATION 

. -

~tco1 w. n;_BETTER 
Maj J. V1i.l'IJ NCRMCK: 
~j E. O. ~MlUlQUETTE III 
~apt D. -S. VAN LIm; 
papt J. G~ FLYNN 
Capt B. J. BllnENTS 
Capt K. I •• SWll.NNACK 
'lstLt T. J. FJ'JmELL 
Capt J. G.·FLINN. 
lstLt D. IT. llUTTEl1 

·'l.StLt "D. A. VERNIER 
",lstLt J. C. SHORT 
Lt T. S. MVIS 
Sgt}Iaj }tI. s. Wl,DY 

3: Bl:If.I: edi 
03.&30969 

1-31 Cot 69 
u 
n 

1 ... 18 Oct 69 
19 .. 31 Oct 69 
1 .. 31 Oct 69 

Ii 
It 

1-18 Oct 69 
19-31 Oct 69 

1";31 Oct 69 
II 

II 

it 

I1,NM-263, 1-31 October 1969, Ma.rb1e l10untain Air faCility, Danang 
Republic of Vie~. 

3. AVER!l.GEMONTHLY STRENGTH 
- -. :~li>'~" ........ 

_,.,. ~~'-"' .. - ...... -. •• r-' ,.:.. -.~- -""" .... "- • 

Officers 
Enlisted 

USMC 
~ 

168 

USN 
T 
o 

TarAL 
---rr-

168 

4., TI1PORTf •. NTVISI'l'ORS 

LtGen H. 1\1'. BUSE, CG, FMFPao, LtGen" II. NICKERSON .Tro, CG, III NAF, 
MajGen vT. G. THRASH, CO, 1st 1{[i.W, and BGen L. H. WILSor-T, on 29 Oetc ... 
ber 1969, for the ONO Safety A'tw,rd presentation to I]}1M .. 263e 

5.. SIGIIlIFIC/Jrr EvENT~ 

On '23 October 1969:1 MajOen w. G. Tm~ASH came to the In:111-263 Squadron 
area to congratUlate crewmen for the emergency extraction of Big 
F.low-er Recon Team. 

On 29 Cctober 1969" ffi'lr1-263 was presented the CHO Safety AvJ't'.rd in a. 
£orma1 ceremony in the Squadron areaa 
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1 October 1969 (e) 

! October 1969 (0) 

J Oetober 1969 (C) 

" October 1969 (el 

-6 00tcbItr 196, (C) 

. :-4-

PART n 

··i."· 

'MI-263 new 101 sorties :ror~o9,flight hours, , 
lif'fiing 9.1 tons of cargo and c~ 147 tl'QOpsI'~ 
passengers. ,Eightmedovac missions were flow.n 
e-vacuatmg .3 e;oergency" 7 pr1ority-"and 6 roUtine 
canalties.. No ~ incidents ~~4. 

HMM-26,3 flsti'? sorties far 2.9 flight hours, 
lifting 0 'tonS of cargo ~d carrying 2 troops/ 
paesengera~ :bne ra.edevac miSsi(lll was ±'lawn" 
evacuatmg 1 emergency casualtYe No :1'1l-e'incidents 
l.Jere rep~d..<" ' 

;:.:" 

HMK-26.3 f'1ew:212 sorties far ~8.S niglrt hoars, 
li1'liing 1~.2. tons ot cars?, ~ ca~ $46 trOO[1lJI 
passengers. Ten medevac missions were tlorm' 
e1JaCuatfng 2' emergency, 16 priority, and 10 routine 
casualties. .3 fire incidents were reported with 
4 hits and negatiVe injuries. 300 rounds of .~O 
cal were expended, 

HMM-263 tlew ll2' s,ort1es tor32-.~-flight hO\1rs, 
lifting 1.6 tons'ol' cargo am C8rry.i.rlg 84 trooPs/' 
pusengers._ Twent:r-seven me~va.c missions were 
flown evacuating 6' " 29'-pri~ til, and 29 
routine casualties., incident was reported 
with 1 bit and negative • 

HHM-263 :t1eII'!J2 sorties ttJr 18.2 flight hOID'S, . 
liftiing 2.0 tans of cargo and e94'l'Ying63 tr0Cf!81 
passengers. Six medew.c missions.' ,'W6r.Q'nown 
evacuating 2 emergency, 4 priority, and 5 routine 
casualties. One tire ~cidant wa'S reported with 
n.t1~ hi~ or ii.1'j.Utlbe .. - • 

BMM-263 :t.lav 31 aori.ies ~e n.o f'J..icht b~ . 
lifting 0 tons of cargo and carrytng 4 troopsr 
passengers. Six: med.evac missions were f'l0l-nl 
evacuating 3 emergencY', 4 priority, and ~ routine 
casualties. One fire incident "'126 repor'"ued with 
negativ"'e bits or injuries. 

.3 EnclosUft (l.) 
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• 7 03tober 1969 (e) 

8 Ootober 1969 (0) 

9 October 1969 (e) 

10 October 1969 (0) 

HMM~263 tlet7 92 sorties for j],.7· flight hours, 
liftilig '15.5 tons' ot cargo and carry1ng 202 troops/ 
p&8seiJgers. Eight medevac missions were f'lown 
ew.cuating 1 emergencr, 30 priority, and 26 routine 
casualties. ~To fire' inci~nts were reported • 

. HMM-263 new 133 'sorties for 30~2 1'lighthours, . 
lifting 8.8 tone of cargo and carrying 608 troopsl 
passengers. Five :rriedeva.c missions were i'lO!m 
evacuating 1 emergency, 7 pr:l.or1ti, and 8 roIitine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 

HMM-263 flew 103 sorties tor 30~O flight hours, 
lifting 7.0 tons of cargo and cat+ying 141 tt'Oops/ 
passengers. Twelve medevac missions'were flown 
evacuating 10 emergency, 12 prior:i:t7, and 4 routine 
casualties. No tire incidents were reported. 

HMM-263 new 193sortlea far '3.2n1ght hours, 
lifting 20.1 tons o~ cargo and carrying 728 troops I 
passengers. Thirteen medeVac missions were flown 
evacuat1ng4 emergenCY', 21 pr:l.01'lty, and. 42 routine 
casualtiestNo fire incidents were reported. 

II October 1969 (e) BMM-263 flew 173 sorties tar ,6.4 flight hours, 
lifting 21.1 tons of cargo and carrying .33~ troops/ 

-"'.'.O>~~--'~_":- -.•.. , ... ~ .. - .. '.' 'passengers ~ '1\to m6'devac" missions were flown 
evacuating .3 priority casualties. No fire incidents 

. were reported. 1000 rounds ot .SO cal were expended • .. 
12 October 1969 (O) HMM ... 263 flew lS5 sorties for .36~1 fl1ght hours, 

lifting 9.6 tons of cargo and carrying )53 troops/ 
passengers. Two medevac missions were flown 
evacuating 23 prior:t.ty casualties. ,One fire 

13 October 1969 (C) 

lk October 1969' (e) 

incident was reported With negative hits or injuries. 
200 rcmlds of .50 cal were expended. . 

HMM-~63 £1ml 171 sorties for S2.0 flight hours, 
·lifting 30.,·, tons " of. cargo and. carrying 465 troops/ 
pasBengera~ Eight medevac missions were tlown 
ew.cuating 2 emergency, 7 priority, and 5 routine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 
450 rounds of .50 cal were expended. 

HMM-263 !.lmT 160 sorties for SO.l flight hours, 
lifting 2.9 tons of cargo and carrying 301 troops/ 
passengere. SeVenteen medevac missions 1-1ere fiown 
evacuating 3 emergency, 9 priority, and 62 routine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reported. 
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HMM .. 263 tJ.PW 190 sorties far ,?,O fl1ghthours, , 
llfting 1&.) tons of cargo an~rcarr,iDg 361 trocps/'· 
passeng,", ~:, Nine Ji1edsvao mi~~lens were flown 
evacWl~~'l emergency, 2$ ptiQr:ity, and ,7 rCJ.tine 
casualties. No fire incidents"ilere repo.rted. ' 

, 16:,,,oetober 1969 (0) HMM-26.3 Oaf, 218 sorties far 57.4 tllght hOUl'B, , 
l,1.f'ting 12~9 tons ot cargo aP4 ca~~S3 troiips/,' 
.passengerS~~,cN1netean medewC;miSsions 'I1'61"e .flown 
,evacuatil"..g ,~6 Sllergency, 19 priority, and 43 r~tin8 
Casualties." One fire incident -:-73.9 reported'tdth 
negative hits or 'injuries" , 

. ~ .~: 

'. J.7 Cot,ooor 1969 (0) ::.lIMIi-26J t;:!.ew 110 sort;~a.!Qr,,27.0 Wght>hours, ;" t 

,. '. ", . ~/.i,).ifting '9-~? tOl1sof ~argo sn:4' carrying 150 t!'ocpsl 
:::;:',~ssengers~ Five lIWd3vac miSsions' were nown 

'evacuating 3 emernency, 6 PrioritY',' andl roUtine 
caSWllties. No tire: inc1clents were reported. ' 

,-' "; .!"' ; ... --'-,":, •. : .F ,": .: •..... '/. " .... ~:.~ .. ,~,./l1t~_j~-t·,..;,·:..;;;~~,:,:;.·,:·j·:; .. ~,:;: {'.\:~-::.;;._.,~:.~:..n.'"~":'" 
.' .,,:a:/~~oller: 1969,":(¢r~-::~';;263 ~new 294> sortiest:0!""~4~1 night hoUi"$; 

," . .' ,::,,;," "li-'f'ii;i.ng l!h 7tonff'9f. Qargo ?-l1d carr,ving 1.208 troops/ 
, .', passengers 0 Five medEr,vac nD.ssion.~ 11'j'ere flown 

tt,,:' 

"'\' "'. 

eva,cua.ting 6 emel."gency., o.nd 3 pl"ionty caSUAlties, 
dna fire incident 1'1as' reported w.i. th 1 hit and 
.ne~tiveinju.ries.' , "::;<, I,' \1' "';, 

19cctober 1969 "(Ol·~ ... ~6.l new H'l~ aartieef~r 66.1 flight hours, ' 
"., ',., " .:' litt.ing 23Stona o:t' cargo and; carrying 26,3 troops/ 

, '. "passengers. 'I'hirleen medevacmissions iTere f1cwn 
evacuating 5 emergency, 1 Priority, and 40 routine 
caeual-'ties. No fire inoi~ents, were reported. .. 

i .... ·.·· . :,' ... ','.: ,',' " 
~ .. ..: 

20 October 1969" (0) mn.I~63,n.et'1.179 sartiesfor 49.9 night hours, 
llf'f,~ );5 tons of cargo a.nd ca~...ng 419 troOps! 
passengers. Six med6'.TC'.i.cnrl..ssions ~ie:&"a fiO"wn 
m-acuati.'lg 7 emergency, 12,:p:dorit,;r, a:i.1d 2 TOutine 
casualties, No :t'ire inoid;3nts were reported. 
, .!. 

21 octokr J.SI69' (e) BMH-263 t.lew l24 8~e. :tor 29.7 flj,gl$ houre, '. 
lifting 19.0 tens ot cargo and. ~ 297 troops! 
passer..gero. Eighteen medavac miesicos 't-:ere fiow"1l 
e-vacua.ting 19 em.ergency;) 21 priorit,y~ and 4 routine 
casuaJ..t;_e~. No fire incidents 'y:'ere rop-:Y.':'ted • 

. , • '-!'" 
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PJI]}1",2$3 (fleil')' 131 sorlies 10"".:,37 <9 fJ.:Lght h(;urs ~ 
lift.:i.~:,;,¥, • .5, 'bons ofcargc fmd carry:tr."g 95 troops/ 

. y:.t~~:e\:#er$. Sev--ent,eenmedev'd-c missions uere flovm 
e#~i1at/bg 12 ei11ergen0Y';~ J.5 pr:3.cl"ity, ~:nd, 50' routine 
c~'1Orq.c'i.~1:t.j-'2s e One fil"e inc:L dent was repo:r;ted 'I-lJ.th 
n'6gat;ive hits' or in,juries, 350 r01lllds of 050 c~G. 
·'-,·;;r;" exp"nr'ieu' tv\.,.. ,I...:i ':... c:> '-'- 4J 

m:J.}'1-263 neu; 134 sort:les for 5Ll,09 f.1ight hoUl's, 
J.:itting 11.9 tons of cargo and ca::t"r.'"ying 229 'c,:t'oops/ 
passengers. 'fen medsvac :rdssions Iver::;! flot·m 

" .~. '.'. 9'V"aCua.tirlg.3 emergency; 8 priOI'ity, and 14 !'.ou.tine 
casualties. No fire incidents were reportede 

24 October 1969 (C) 

25 ~tober 1969 (C) 

26 October 1969 (C) 

27 October 1969 (C) 

28 Octooor 1969 (C) 

001-26.3 flew 138 sor"cies for .35.5 flight hours, 
lifting 1.2 tons of cargo and carrying 206 troops/ 
passengers. Seventeen medevac missions were' f'latm 
evacuating 10 eril.ergency, 11 priority, and 29 routine 
casual~ies. No fire, incidents 't-lere reported. 

HMM-26.3 flet-T 214 sorties for 53.2 flight hours" 
lifi:i.iil! 22 • .3 t.ons of cargo and ca:l:'ryine; 1014 troops/ 
passengers. Five medevac missions were flmffi 
evacuating 3 emergency, and 7 priority casualMesa 
CncfiTe incident UD-S ropcrtcd'tvit.h negatve hits 
or injuries e 

HrlN-263 £len". 4h sorties for 17.9 flight hours, 
lifting 2 e 7 tons of cargo and carrying 35 troops/ 
pctssengers. Si:lc medevac missions ivere florm 
evacuating 5 emergency, and 13 routine casualties. 
No fire incidenc,swere reported.. 500 rounds of So 
cal were expended. 

mm .. 263i'let-T 125 sorties for 3L..4 f".dght hours,' . 
lifting 2.2 tons of cargo and carrying 321 troops/ . 

. passengers. 'J.1.1elve medevac missions were. flOtm 
evacuating :3 emergency, 41 priOrity, and 9 rOutine 
casual ties~ No fire incidents were reported" 

HN11-26,3 flew 97 sorties for 31.1 flight hours, 
lifting 1.5 tons of cargo and carry-lng 251 troops! 
pB.ssengers. 'liiO medevac rriesions were flotm ' 
evacuating 1 emergency and 1 priority casualty. 
No fire inciden.ts Here repo:rted~ 
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29 October 1969 (C) 

30 October 1969 (C) 

31 October 1969 (c) 
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HMM~26) flew 41 sorties for 19.5 flight hours, 
lifting 0.0 tons of cargo and carrying 127 troOps/ 
passengers. Thirteen medevac missions were flotm. 
evacuating 11 emergency, 41 priority, and 24 -routine 
casualties. no fire incidents were reported. 

HMM .. 26,3 .f1et.r 56 sorties for 19.0 flight hours, 
lifting 0.0 tons of cargo and carrying 28 troops/ 
passengers. Six medaVac missions were flOlm 
evacuating 4 emergenoy, 10 priority, and 1 routine 
casualties. No fire j_ncidents were reported. 

HJI~!J:-263 net" 117 sorties for 49~1 flight hours, 
")-j -"+-~n'Y () _.:-,- ·:·o-n<·! 0+' :"'::--~"'U- C)V'a.' r''''Y'''-~''r--l'~;'' 7~ -"">oo~'~1 • ~ __ J.. ,J_l..-- o · J_ .:;1;.,. v. ,d\... ..... .... .:4-.1, 5 .... "...... .... , ..... Coy __ J".LL:~ ;' YJ.. 1:-'''::; 

passengers 6 r'Ti:l.16 :m.ede~\'laC n~j .. s~i01'~S -K;r~~~~lIf.! flm,m 
eY2.cu.&.-c,il1g II eJ:i10rgency~ 4 priority" and ll"'cu:iJine 
casu.alties ~ No· fire incidel1.'("':.Jere 1:"3poi~ceds 
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PART 11 

'SIGNIFlCAl~T EVENTS . .. 
1. PJ!!RSOMtmL 

--:--- OFFICEn EJllLISTED TOl'AL 
ae Pel's Ol1.'1el joined ... "9 --. ---s;- :ur-.' . 
b. Personnel dropped 4 6 10 

2. AU!!INISTnf' .. TION 
........... mrl ............... 

,2FinCEl1 ENLISTED TorfJ:, 
a e Personnel promoted 1 --6- ,'-' 
b .. PerslJl1."lel recnced 0 0 0 

3$ CASUALTm Fa! THE PERIOD: 
-.J , .... ---------......... 

None 

. ., 
' ...... . 

a. The.Sqtiac1ron oontinued tore9si;l1e, report,and iriterpret. I..l1tel .. 
ligence'irlfor:mation ·fran II! l~AJ!, ls~biiIf-!lrT:, lst~lA.RDIV, ytA.G ... 16. and 1st 

.,..RQQ.Q:;i$-' ~~tL_ .. PP~ :reports, fire' inCident reports, and other Pilot 
de br.i.efing forms ;iniell:tgence' . in:ro:n~tiQn·'{ms"passed "to 1'd\0.16· 'fOr 
dissemination. to higher, leoner, and adJacent mrits.· 

b. i.\ll,G-16 came under a mortar attaclc 'on 21 October ;2962 at 0240 • 
. 6 :L"1coming round3 i..npacted in t!te mm .. 263 area. '. J aircraft ~.re1"e damaged. 

c~ I-R1H-263 was invpl,ved :tn 3 stril;:es dur:tng this period, Separa.te 
briefs -rrere given 'co piio-~s and aircre'tfs. 

iV . 
d$ To provide continued up-to-date ~ntel1igenee,tne Intelligence 

Section conducteabrj~~3:at Jl.Q·Ps a110; on reoon mi5f1ionB,.. 

--'~ :. 

ell 5 officers and '"2 enlisted a:t,ten~d'J'i.mglti Esoape and SUM,ral 
Traitling at r,~\.S Cubl Po:L"1.t., R. P. . 

~"'. . 

~" " ~) ''f. " '.'. ":1" ; 

go lIN1I ... 263 's fire incidents for the month of Octobe~ are a.s 
follCt"1S~ ,': :i ,'; , 

FIRE :DIe IDENTS 
----:['1 ' 
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-
a. flORS IIG" Resume 

(1) Subn!tted .32S 

(2) Canp1eted 18 

(3) Outstanding 307 

(1) Submitted 

(2) Canpleted 

(3) DIltstanding 

6 ~ OPEl}fl.TIONAL STATISTICS 

31 

2 

a. Fort~one! a1rcra1't of HMM..263 flew 772 sorties :tor 188.2 
night hours, lifting 2778 troops/passengers and 174.1 tons of cargo. 
Six madevao missiOJis were flown eva.cuating S priority and S8 routine 
casual.:t1,es, all in support ot Operation Pipestone Can;ycm. 

(1) Total Fl.1ght Hours 

(3) Total Sorties 

(4) Total Tr~slPassenge:ri8 

($) Total cargo Carried (Tons) 

(6) '.total. Medsvac8 Carried 

7. A~, .DAMAGE 

4091 

291.3 

'M2 \oS\ 

The f'ollOWUlg Squadron a1I"Craft received battle damii.ge during the 
period 1-31 October 1969: 

I 

15.3957 
153389 
15h799 

f \ • 

Minor Damage 
Minor Damage 
Major Damage 

9 

153394 
1539S3 
354043 
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Maj or Dama;ge 
Minor Damage 
Minor Damage 


