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MARINI Mi"iiDNI- HELICOPrER SQUJlJ)RON 263 
-, l1ar!tiie Aircra:tt. Gr oup 16 
1st ;Harine Ail'Oraft Wing, FMFPac 

-FPO~tlp. FTancl.sco" 966.02 
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___ agE & 5 JUN 1970 

From: COillmanding Officer" 
To: COl1ll11ancti.llg Officer" l'1ar:ine Aircraft Group 16 

Sub,j: Command Chron~logy for period 1 - 31 May 1970 

Ref: (n) 
(b) 
(0) 
(d) 
(e) 

MCO ,7,0 111 " 
ri'il"PacO 5750.8B 
'\rIgO 5750.1C 
GruO 575001C 
Sqcl11.0 ,7500 1 

Enel: 1(1) Hal'ine Hedium Eelicop"(jer Squa.dron 263, Commnnd Chronology for 
period 1 -.31 May 1970 

1. ,Xll ace orc'l.c'l.l1ce tvi th references (a) through (0)" ene10sure (1) is here­
by 81.1bm.ittodo 
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PART I 

CRGt\NIZATI01ifll.L DATA 

1. DESIGnATIOi'! . . 
H!vlN-263 LTCOL E. G. YOUHG 1 .. ~l ]VIAY 70 

2. IDCATION , .. 
DtU"ing the period 1 - 31 May, 1970, - the Blue Eagles of m®i ... 26.3 tiara 

l~catec1 at Harblo Hountain Air Faci1i~h Danang, Republic of Viotl1c'Un. 

3. STil.FF OFFICERS 
• t 

Executive Officer 
Opol'utions Officer 
Logistics Officer 
Ale H,,,-intenance Officor 
Administrative Office:c' 
Hf.TOrs Officer 
Aviation Safety Officer 
InteJ.1igol1ce Officer 
Anc..rds Officer 
Flight Sm'goon 
Sorgount Eiaj or 

4? lI.\TEl1AGE HONTHLY STREI'YGTH 
,... • 1 . 

Officer;:; 
Enlisted 

, ~ 

ifn.j or P. E. BENET 
~Iajor R. F. },IACHlI.DO 
11o.jor B. L. SHAPIRO 
Captain D. E. FROST 
lstLt D. L. BAlCER 
Captain L. R. MEDLIN 
lstLt P. D. PllRKER 
lstLt 'tiJ. r·i. KEt-iPFFER 
lstLt D,A 0 VERlf.[Err 
Lt L.N ~ NOLD 
SgtHaj Ho S. IANDY 

US1iiC USN 

1";31NI1.Y70 
l-3J..MAY70 
1';'3JYJlI.Y70 
1~3D1AY70 
1~31HAY70 
1 .. 31ivlt!.Y10 
1~31HlI.Y70 
1';'31HA.Y70. 
1';'31IvIAY70 
1~3DIAY70 
1";3lMAY70 
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NllRRI"l.TIVE Sm·1'NL\J1Y , 

• 
lliay wt'.8 a big month for the Blue Eagles of J1MM..263 e Pee..chbush air­

oraft launched 8J7 flights, 90 of those being norm at night. During 
the rhonth 5,157 sorties were flotm resulting in 1,,28904 hours of flight 
time. cH-46D t s of 'HMM"'!'263 carrioc1173.2 tons of cargo and 9,314 passen­
gers during the month. A totul of 215 medevac missions were f':btm by the 
Blue Eagles arid 444 injured p3rsonnel 'Vlere transported to medAcal fo.ci1-­
itiese Of theset lh4 were 'emergency cases, 140 were priorit~en and 190 
'tITere c1assified as routine. EnerllY activity remained at a lO!'f lo"rol dur­
ing tho month and only four fire incidonts wore reported. In these 
incidents, two Peachbusll aircmft suffered a totnlof three hits; nO cnsu­
nlt.ies lTGro inflicted on the squo.clron. Squadron gunners eJq)endoc1 4,500 
rOlU1c.1s of .SOyal. fire on Viet Cong and NVA positions, 

Dl'"riJ.1[; the month the squadron £10l'1 an eight aircraft strike into the 
honrt of the enomy infosted Que Son Noul1tains and several Pacifier missions-. 

I!. "t,,"/:.".1 of 15 kills c..ncl 30 uet..':.irlJ:idS .]'0:1'0 creditod to tho llL'.cifiCl' l1ri.ssions, 
r.s lr~el1 as 'c,hedestruction of severnl"enemy :rocket launcher siteso 

The squnclron c~1!l:tinu0d to rooiove, report and intercept intelJ.1.wmce 
from XXIV Corps, III MAF, lstllrl'.vl, lstJVL",rDiv!I ~':hG-16, and 1st Recan. 
'ri.i.rouGh spot reports, firG incident. reports c.ncl other pilot dobriofing 
fOY'li1s, intelligonce information W2.S p2.ssod on to MAG-l6 for dissomimtion 
to higher, lmlTCr and adjacent uni.ts. The intolligenoe secti:ton gave sep­
crate briafs I:\nd debriefs to pilots 'o..11d [tirerm-fs before and' after all 
reconm1.issnnce tllissiohs and strikes. Current fire inCident, reconnaissance, 
and ODD r!~aps were teptand mado nvnilnble to all pilots. ~'1I'11I.F co..lile under 
rocket attack once during tho month buJe, no hits wore recieved in the 
sqF".(lTOn <'-rea. 

In tT';O separate ceremonies conducted in the squadron nroa during the ' 
mont)., a total of ~ Single 1-1i89io11 Air Hodn1s, .13 Str:ike Fli[;ht' Air Medals, 
a Join'l:, SorvicosCommcndntion Nedn,l, 11. HnvyCommond.'l.tion Hec1al, 24 Air 
CrOt'lT.1c..ri. fS 1.[in8s, and a Heri torious r:Inst wero alTarded to squ.a.o.ron per­
sen1101. In adc''ci tion 10 squadron mor;lbors 1\1'erO promoted to their presont 
ranks s DEring tho month, 5 officers and 5 enlisted men joined "hhc ~..nks 
of tho Bll1,8 Eagles uhib 1 officer and 9 enlisted men left the Enc;le IS 

Nes'~ for nGW duty stations G 
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SEQUEl1rIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 May 1970 The: month star-~0d off Nith -D. bong for the Blue Ea.g1es lirith 
one fire incident repo:Miedo The aircra.ft. involwd escaped 
with no hits~ other squadron nircra.f't flew 148 sorties for 
41.8 hours and carried 164 pax .. 

S Nay 1970 Squadron aircraft. fimr 41.0 honrs and carried 304 pmc. In 
ceremonies conducted j_n the HMM .. 263 line area 2 Single Mission 
Air Meda],s, 13 Strllce Flight Air Medals, a Joint Services Com­
mendntion Medal and 24 sets of Air Crewmants Wings vrere awarded 
to sqUlldr.on personnel. .In nddi tion, 2' squadron enlisted m en 
lrlere promoted to their presGnt ranksit' 

6 Nay 1970 On a relativo1y slack' cby for the squadron only'122 sonieg 
and 26" 8 flight hours, but 660 pax: lrJ'Gre carried, the most for 
any single day during 'bhe month.. The enemy kept tM.ngs pop­
ping for the squadron today as one more fire incident wus re­
ported but again, no hits oocured. 

10'lYIay 1970 Another light flying cbYHith 0~11Y' 78 sortios and 28~.g hom's, 
but a Pacifier mission -flot-m by tbe squadron resulted in 15 
kills and one detainee. A very buocessful day for the mue 
Eagles" 

12 Hay 1970 Another very successful P.:l.cif'ler mission was flown by the 
squadron todayo '1'h1S one'resulted in 29 detainees~ Sqmdron 
aj.:l.'cmf"fi flew' 223 sorties; j,1 es'.llting in 48 0 2 flight. hours. A 
total of 621 pax wero carried" 

One nre incident 'toras reported on Division ReCOl1!lD.iasal1ce~ The 
aircraft irr~olved suffered t"\-w hIts but no SGrious oomago,. A 
total of 39cJ, hours ~rere fio>m in 167 sorties. . 

16,v:-·'T 1970 Enomy g1..mners zeroed in en tho Blue Eagles for the second 
strnight dayo One squ,idl'on aircraft recieved 1 hit in a single 
r!3ported fi.::e incident.. Only 27 oS hour$ llTere flown todayo 

19 l.r,;ly ly'{o On a scheduled stand ootID dD.y, 1201 hours were notm in 58 
sortioso J:l 90romonies held in the squooron lino area one 
Navy Commend."..tion Meck1.1 nucla Mo1'itol"l.OUS Nast '1;-101'e avro..rded 
to squCldl'ou personnel. A '(,01;.;'1l of 16 enlisted men 'WOre pro­
moted to their present ro.nk. 
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Day of tho big s"01-?Jee,~ Eight aircrafJ0 ll\Unched into the 
hec.rt of the enemy infested Quo ;jon l·ioll.ntcdDS 15 miles 
SSE 01' Do.11::'.11g. lD.thO'u~~h.:-.ll [l nircrnft :retnrn8(i. 8.C!fely 
to l'[tl.rblc LlOlJntA:in, onJ:y tb.rco vroro in con.clltiol1 -1:,0 con­
tinuo .. 7ith other missions. A total of 212 sorties t·rero 
floun for 46 04 fJj.£;ht honrs. 'Jvor 23 -(,011.D of careD and 
485 ptlJC vlOre cE'xrioc1 ·::;odny. 

Tho R".J.d Ec'1.g1o s'ii:'.nd by crmm lo.ul1ched to 1(1.1)(1. t.:~oops 

on oneliW roclwt lc'.LIDcher sitelJ discOVBrecl lTGst. of Dan-:;.ng. 
SevGrn1 12.\111choo 1-10::.'0 rlost;-o;y-ecl by ·the troops 8.nd E:ll'.pport­
ing fixed 1:rin:~ aircraft. A totr:.l of' 338 )1<.-u: WeJ:'G carried 
and 4501 hours flOl'm. h:y- t,ho oqn.:'.clron toc1..-..y. 

The hic:h dey i'<'):.;, 'ClW SCitw.dl'on camo ~::'.te in tl'.G mOEeh, 
7:307 j~()urs WJ1'e flan1 i:i.l 223 sorties. A t"kl of h80 
pax and 1705 '(jC)11.s of GG'.rgo }lCrC c2.rried on tho beSt clay 
of the nonth for t;.LO TO.ne Ee"glos so f::>.r this ~f82.l'. 
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