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=30 Septamber 1970

Dwring the period of 1=30 September 1970 the Blue Eagles of Mifi=263 °
were located at Marble Hountain Air Faci 111:.y, Danang, Republic of Vietnam,
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Septenber was & busy T
aireraft launched on 997 f1i
.darkness, During the morth ! X
flight hours, Helicopters of Hi=263 carried 264l tons of cargo while
1102}y passengers enjoyed rides in Peachbush aircrafte A total of 161 medee
vac missions were flown.iand 571 injured persomnel were transported to
fiedical facilities, of se. 10 were emergeneies, 165 were priority and
266 were routine, Enémy detivity reached a new high for recent months as
15 fire incidents were reported and a total of 38 hits weré taken by our planes.

‘HiM~263 was involved 1 'nkes, Recon inserts and extracts during this
periods Secparate briefs and debr1be were given to pilots and aircrews,

To provide coritinous up to date intelligence, the intelligence unit
conducted briefs at A(M's and before Recon migsions, Current fire incidents,
Recon and éxor &F tuﬂ;k; maps were kept and made available before all flightss.

' gFive. officers’ and 4 enligt‘ea Marines attended Jungle Escape and Swrvivel
Training at NAS Cubi Point R.P,

During the month enlisted: persomel earned a total of 21 Strike Flight
dwards and offticers earned 16%, 39 enlisted were promoted to their present
. ranks, During the month 7 officers and 28 enlisted joined our ranks and
13 officers and 19 enlisted departed for new duty.
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SICNIFICANT EVENT ¥

1-86p.70: The month of Septembor comnenced with Peachbush aircrﬁ.f‘l_, covering
. medevac, resupply and camiand and control missionss A total of
162 sorties, 3 emergency nedev‘ics and 28, 7 tons of cargo were
‘handled during the day. '

2 Sep: 70 The Blue Bagles onice agaln covered medevéc and added rec'on"bb its
duties, A total of 50,8 flight hours were acerued by Peachbush
today. .

=3 Sep 70 TLitGol XKECK lauriched this evening to extract our Silent, Swift and
Surrounded friends of lst Recon Battalion., LtCol KIRCK ‘pulled a
two wheel landing in the foothills just west of An Hoa, Once again
~Recon said thanks to the "flying trucks,!

“~ 5 Sep 70 "Victor Charlie" wreaked havoc today in the Peachbush ranks. Gelf

‘ company, Tth Marines, operating in the Que Son mountains, called
for-an emergency medevace. L R NORTON responded to the ¢dll and
while hovering in the zone had both of his engines shot upe He
managed to get out and finally both engines quit. NORTQN then
pulled 2 full autorotation into a rice paddy near Spider lake,
Tollowing Tt NRTON's endeavor was It M, DEVASIER who was also
shotout of the Zone and Lind {o;ith damatLZ Baldy. Two more
separate attempts were wade by uts. P, MAZURAK and I, WILLIAMS
both of whom were shot out of the zone, but managed to fly home,
Finally after many attempts Peachbush 6, LtCol KECK made it into -

the zone and extracted the medevac, The seore for the day § V& L,
Peachbush 0, -

~ 8 Sep 70 Enouy gun slingers do it onc more timg, Oree: again Galf eompany
called for an emergency medovics, _NORTON ‘angwered the call and
was summarily shot out of the zonej feceiving 10 hits to the air-

crw”‘t, and 168t one engince

A0 Sep 70 Peachbush aire 'lrrcm'ly escaped destruction while f‘ly'_'n[,
nedevae din ¢ on mountains, Lt D, MacRAE was called to Fox
conpany s bosition for an emer: ency ‘medevac, While pulling a one
wheel landing and on departure a total of four RFG rounds were
welten around the zone,, a"l escaped unscathed,

12 Sep 70 Mission 80 = N0 gos -

1k Sep 70 ‘The hazairds of me;&éjr;“ap_ were made apparent once more as Lt NYSTUL
took two ‘hits while completing an emergéncyomedevac for the 7th
- Marines. .

™R 16 Sep 70 A very heavy day for the Blue Eagles of HM-263., Peachbush covered
medevae, rosupply, commaind and control and UIP missions. An
emersency medévac located in BWlephant Valley, roqv:u ed the use of
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o. Due to
- piloted by

¢ ' ! fhg in thé trees.
vhth added bad Jeather, tho sl tuatm wa 1ndeed tlc‘clish. The
nedevac was extracted and once, ap: the ai
ouit, 'l‘,hrough the jungle obstaclesé

3 ung le can

“The ‘.hOQ}ér time wag 37 uu.nute‘s._'

Today Was a fairly hulet day with tHe Blue Bagles only flying
total of 35 hours,. Howéver; even' a routins day is full of hazards
in the Que Sons. ‘I‘he Bhldy medevac section was subjected to
enciy fire during a restue T:llSSJ.OIl for the 5th Marines, No hits,
no rins, no errors, Peacnbuqh 1, VC 0.

L6 hours of routine €*C, VIP,medevac and resup')ly were again
interrupted by erratic VC sharushooters. Night medevac birds -
performed their chores flowlessly while Skillfullfy avoiding
ghorlies attempts to ruin the whole day.

Wight Bald ‘Bagle launched into uho black Vietnam night to face
unknown dangers. ItC6l KiCK as has ‘Becone hig custom managed to
provoke seme myopio VC markswen into taking a few potshots with
thclr usual bad aim. Mission complete. The good guys win again,

Today was a speclal day for the fighting 263rd, After a full
norning of resupply, medevac, C&C and Admin flights, the "Peach-

‘bush Boys™ paid fribute to an excellent maintenance department in

oan awesome ninetesh plans fly=over. Accolades were numerous as the
squadron displayed its mmterial and physical assetse Following the
fly-cver @ good .ole. fashioned squadron get together was held and
rated @ "smashing® sucecss, aceording to 1/It Duncan I"pcRAE.

The first. oniifous signs of the amroachlng noensoon were evident as
the weather began £0 fove: However, even, though the clements
threatened as much as' "Charlie¥, ITtCol KECK and 1/Tt Tee
ROPELEWSKI managed to success -'\J.'Lly accomplish emery reney night
medevaes in which the gun birds took firee

‘The monsoons *have arrived} Peachbush enjoyed a weather induced

stand-down, torrential rains with almost 0/0 weather conditions
herdlded the beginnings of menths of V€ weather,
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