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ORGMfIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 
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C ON.NANDER 

,(. HNN-263 .... , LTCOL L. K. KECK 1-30 NOVEllBER 1970 

During the period of 1-30 November 1970, the Blue Eagles 
of Hl'i:H-263 t1'ere located at Harble ~1ountain Air Facility I 
Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

3. STAFF OPPICERS 

Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 
Asst. Operations Officer 
Asst. Operations Officer 
Asst. Operations Office~ 
Logistics Officer 
Aircraft Maintenance Off. 
Asst. r1aiut8nance Off'icer 
Administrative Officer 
Administrative Officer 
NATOPS Officer 
Aviation Safety Officer 
Aviation Safety Officer 
Intelligenco Officer 
Intelligence Officer 
A'trlllrds Officor 
Sergoant Ha.jor 
Sergount l'Iajor 

4. AVERAGE HONTHLY STRENGTH 

USMC 

. 42 
227 

USN 

OPFICERS 
ENLISTED 

1 
o 

Najar ~"l. S. HUBBERT 
Hajor T. J • TOBEN Jr. 
Capt •. L. R. BANCELLS 
Capt. T. R. :i!.:D}mlfDS 
lILt L. K. WILLIANS 
Najar L. L. PAYTON Jr. 
Major D. N. ANDERSON 
Capt. D. D. FROST 
lILt J. L. FORESNAN 
Capt. L. R. BA11CELLS 
Capt.. H. P. BREAZEALE 
lILt J. C. HcGARIGLE 
Capt. T. R. Em:ruNDS 
lILt L. K. WILLIA}IS 
liLt L. M. ST~iART 
Najor L. L. PAYTON Jr. 
Master Sergeant H.F. RAKOP 
SgtNaj it!. J. BILLEB 

OTHER 

o 
o 

TOTAL 

43 
227 

1-30 ~rov 
1-30 Nov 
1-7 Nov 
8-24 Nov 
25-30 Nov 
1-30 Hov 
1-30 Nov 
1-30 Nov 
1-7 Nov 
8-30 l\fov 
1-30 Nov 
1-24 Nov 
25-30 Nov 
1-21 Nov 
22-30 Nov 
1-30 Nov 
1 .. 22 Nov 
23-30 Nov 
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NARRATIVE Sm'lNARY 
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- November was a busy month for the Blue Eagles of Hl'-'lH-263. 
Pea-cnbush aircraft launched on 860 flights, 63 of these being 
flown during the hours of darkness. During the month 3931 
sorties were flown resulting in 1088.8 flight hours. Heli­
copters of H~IT~-263 carried 209.5 tons of cargo while-l0822 
passengers enjoyed rides in Peachbush aircraft. A total of 
101 medevac missions were flown and 260 injured personnel 
were tr~~sported to medical facilities, of these 56 were 
emergencies, 77 were priority and 127 wore routine., ~emy 
activity reached a new high for recent months as 4 .. :fTNj: 
incidents were reported and a total of 18 hits were taken by 
our planer3. 

HN1~-263 was involved in strikes, r,econ inserts and extracts 
during this period. Separate briefs and debriefs were given 
to pilets and nircrews. 

To provide continous up to date intelligence, the i~­
tclligence unit conducted briefs at AOl{' s and before .,con 
missions~ Current fire incidents, Recon and order of battle 
nu~ps were kept and made available before all flights. 

ThroG officers and no enlisted Marines attended Jungle 
~~cape and Survival Training at NAS Cubi POint'll,.P.,.' 

During tho month enlisted personnel earned a total of 232 
Strike Flight Awards nnd officers earned 156. 

Enclosure (1) 
,HlllU&"TIAL q 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

.-
3:LMS:be 
03A33770 P PIP?D',,?! T

" 

2£lov70 

4Hov70 

5Nov70 

6Hov70 

8Uov70 

gNov70 

PART III 

SEQUElJT~i:AL LI.'3TIl{G OF SIGKT~ICANT EVENTS 

Following the' diiU~trous typhoons and subsequent flo~d­
,1P:~,. of the lasV'"'>i'ew days of October, the men of the 
,t>lue Eagles t,urned their many talents toward the clean 
up and resupply of the many areas that had been neg­
lected duril12; the floods. ffivn,I-263 accurf1ul~ted a tot41 
of 153.7 flight hours, during the f'irst two days of Nov­
ember while running an assortment, of resupply (31.7 tons), 
admin, combat strikes and Il1edevacs~ totaling 1973 PAX. 

ThE) respite from the typical monsoon weather of the 1st 
and 2nd proved to bo brief, for the 3rd and '4th were 
gI'eeted by questions such as "what is a aubi t?" Though 
less severe in intensity thru"l the typhoo;n induced tor­
rents, the Weather ,olow,edoperations allowing only 75.4 
hours to be flown on the 3rd and L~th. ' 

The sun shown, thi'Qughi;oday and the fi3hting 263rd res­
ponded with zeal now tha't !twe can see where we are going. II 
RecQn tellins were inserted, resupply tm.s performed; o.dmin 
and C&C were rim flal-llessly _ Though the weather was no 
longer 0. hnzard Charlie still managed to harass as Lt 
ilcGARIG1:E and Capt 'a;DHUIWS can attest, judging trom the 
four hits th,Jir a.irc'raft took over Gei Noi Island. Four 
hits but no casualt'J;os :md Peachbush 38 and 9 will be 
back to fight again. 

Lis-sioneO stood ... by today. Tho romo.inder of' the squadron 
enjoyed arelativcly pea.carul day of admin, C&C and VIP 
missions. 

A HGather induced stand-down gUVG tho Poachbush crews 0. 

chango to catch a f·81'11 Z's today nnd catch up 011 paper 
war!): and dutios on the ground. Only the r,iedevac pack­
age f'or Bnldywas launched which rosu~ ted in three un­
SCheduled airframe changes for Capt J:UEAZEALE and Lt 
.T. .P. ~-1ARTI:H. No casualties, and like "old man river" 
Pcachbush j-q.st; keeps rollinG"along. 

A fairly quiet day, today was one which Lt Ron IIHo.wk" 
CORl{f:TTA- is not likely, to forget. 1Vhilo on un adIllin 
mission to Hill 55. Lt COfll~'ETTA o.nd. his copilot Lt 
::?UGATE wore sitting in the zone quietly minding thoir 
own business whon "Charlie" decided to put a few mortars 
into the zone. Thanks, to quick roi'loxGs, tho VC wore 
loft twisting their moustachcs and muttering "curses, 
foiled aguin.n 
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lONov70 The Harine Corps '~~irthc1ay produced few events of tacti­
cuI importa.nce in RVlJ. Hovrevcr , Peachbush 6 lead his 
stalwart followers into the l1arble Lountain Oi'i'icerts 
Club to do battle with the ilspiritsli lurkin:; there. 
Serious cnsunlties 1..Jore thankfully avoided but tho 
nur.1bor of lIwalking wounded" at tho 0545 brief the next 
mOl"ning would have touched 0. stene mun's hea.rt. 

15Nov70 Fisn 80 was able to log a few hours on local training 
whilo Nsn 73 flow six hours of inserts and extracts for 
tho 1st Recon Battalion. 

17Hov70 Tho sun god was tumpornrily dealt Gtncthor setba.ck c.s 
ruin again :.lssaul tad tho stalwa.rt hoa.rts at l'1NAF. A 
total of 6.2 hours were flown. 

18Nov70 To(1ay wns one of the b1ach"est in recent Pouchbush 
h:i.st()ry. A Poachbush aircraft, while perfurming an emer:-. 
gency recon extract in tho Que Sons in very poor woather, 
crashed killing all abonrd including tho recen terun. 
HmI-263 mourns the loss of these brave and loyal comrades. 
Friends, we \;1ill not forget you. 

231lov70 Toclay the Blue Engles na.rrm·J"ly avortod another tragedy 
in the Que Sons. Lt IlEasyil 'IJILLIAl:iS and hio copilot 
Jim PCHTO were loading a division striko into poer ter­
rnin ~:1.1:.d in poor weather. Only exer:lplary skill on the 
PQrt of Lt l-JILLIALS kept his aircraft, laden wi th troop~ 
frcm fallin(~ dcwn the side ci' a stoep gorgo. The ail .. 
craft was dm.laged, but all escQped with only minor cuts 
and bruises. 

26Nov70 Peo.chbush 5 (Nnj HUMBEJ:1T) lead tho mission 86 packa.ge 
to Baldy and nCCGlilplished. two strikes in the Q.ue Sons. 
52.4 hours were flown as fc!ur emergency Inedevacs were 
l""oscucd, 387 paSSOTli.S81"S lifted and 18.2 tons uf cargo 
carried. 

291Jov70 Ha.jor PITMAF nnd Ba.rry (George of tho jungle) TELLER 
he.d thoir news janglod by unusually accurate small arms 
fire at Baldy. Only eisht hits were takon but the hardy 
263 aviators m.nnn30d to limp back to Baldy and safely lsnd. 
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