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Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263, Command

Chronology for period 1 « 30 November 1970,

l. 1In accordance with references (a) through (d), enclosure
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PART T
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER
¢ . HIM~263 LTCOL L. K. KECK 1-30 NOVEIBER 1970

24 LOCATION

During the period of 1-30 November 1970, the Blue Eagles
of HIM~263 wére located at Marble Mountain Air Facility,
Danang, Republic of Vietnam.

3. STAFP OFFICERS

Executive Officer Major W. S. HUMBERT 1-30 Nov
Operations Officer Major T. J. TOBEN Jr. 1-30 Nov
Asste. Operations Officer Capt..L. R. BANCELLS la7 Nov

Asst. Opcrations Officer Capt. T. R. #DMUNDS 8-2l Nov
Asst. Operations Officer 1/Lt L. K. WILLIAMS 25-30 Nov
Logistics Officer Major L. L. PAYTON Jr. 1-30 Wov
Aircrarlt Maintenance 0ffe Major D. N. ANDERSON 1-30 Nov

Asst. Maintenance Officer Capt, D. D. FROST 1-30 Nov
Administrative Officer 1/Lt J. L. FORESMAN 1=~7 Nov

Administrative Officer Capte. L. R. BANCELLS 8-30 Nov
NATOPS Officer Capte H. P. BREAZEALE 1-30 Nov
Aviation Safety Officer 1/Lt J. C. McGARIGLE 1-2l Nov
Aviation Safety Officer Capt. T. R, EDMUNDS 25«30 Nov
Intelligence Officer 1/Lt L. K. WILLIAMS 1-21 Hov

Intelligence Officer 1/Lt L. M, STEWART 22-30 Nov
Awards Officer Major L. L. PAYTON Jre  1-30 Nov
Scrgeant Major Master Sergeant H.F. RAKOP 1-22 WNov

Sergeant Major SgtMaj W, J« BILLEB 23-30 Nov

. AVERAGE MOKTHLY STRENGTH

USMC USK OTETR TOTAL
‘OFFICERS "2 1 0 43
ENLISTED 227 0 0 227

UL Asslric)
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PART IT
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

- November .5 a busy month for the Blue Eagles of EMi{-263.
Pegtnbush aircraft launched on 860 flights, 63 of these being
flown during the hours of darkness, During the month 3931
sorties were flown resulting in 1088,8 flight hours, Heli=-
copters of HMM~263 carried 209,5 tons of cargo while 10822
passengers enjoyed rides in Peachbush aircraft, A total of
101 medevac missions were flown and 260 injured personnel
were transported to medical facilities, of these 56 were
emergencics, 77 were pricrity and 127 were routine, Eneny
activity reached a new high for recent months as lp . £fiv&
incidents were reported and a total of 18 hits were taken by

our planes,

HMM=263 was involved in strikes, #pcon inserts and extracts
during this pericd., Separate briefs and debriecfs were given
Yo pilcts and aircrews. '

To provide continous up to date intelligence, the in-~
telligence unit conducted bricfs at ACNM's and before mgcon
missions, Current fire incidents, Recon and erder of battle
maps were kept and made available before all flights,

Three officers and no enlisted Marines attended Jungloe
#gcape and Survival Training at NAS Cubi Point R.Pa"

During thc menth enlisted personnel earned a total of 232
Strike Flight Awards and officers carned 156,

il
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PART IIT
EQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT BVENTS

Following the digastrous typhoons and subsequent flosd=
ing. of the last few days of October, the men of the
plue FBagles turned their many talents toward the clean

up and resupply of the many areas that had been neg-
lected during the floods., HMM=-263 accumulated a total

of 15347 f£light hours during the first two days of Nov-
ember while running an assortment of resupply (31.7 tons),
adnin, combat strikes and medevacs, totaling 1973 PAX.

The respite from the typical monsoon weather of the lst
and 2nd proved to be brief, for the 3rd and 4th were
greeted by questions such as "what i1s a cubit?' Though
less severe in intensity than the typhoon induced tor-
rents, the weather slowed operations allowing only 75.4
hours to be flown on the 3rd and Lth,

The sun shown thrcugh today and the fizghting 263rd res=-
ponded with zeal now that "we can see where we are going."
Recon teams were ingerted, resupply was performed; admin
and C&C were run flawlesslyes Though the weather was no
longer a hazard Charlic still managed to harass as Lt
HMeGARIGLE and Capt “DIMUND3 can attest, judging from the
four hits their aircraft took over Goi Noi Islands Four
hits but no casualtics and Peachbush 38 and 9 will be
back to fight again.

lisgsion 80 stood-by today. The remainder of the squadron
enjoyed a relatively peaceful day of admin, C&C and VIP
missions,

A weather induced stand-down zave the Peachbush crews a
change to catch a few Z's teday and catch up on papor
work and duties on the ground., Only the Medovac pack-
age for Baldy was launched which resuvlted in three un-
schoduled airframe changes for Capt BJUBAZEALE and Lt

J. P. MARTIN, No casualties, and like "0ld man river"
Peachbush just keeps rolling-alonge

A fairly quiet day, today was one which Lt Ron "Hawk"
CORYETTA is not likely to fergete While on an admin
mission to Hill 55, Lt CORNETTA and his copilet Lt
TUGATE were sitting in the zone quietly minding their
own business when "Charlie" docided to put a few mortars
into the zone, Thanks to quick reoflexss, the VC were
left twisting their moustaches and muttering "curses,

foiled againe"
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The Marine Corps ®Birthday preduced few events of tacti-
cal importance in RVIl, Hocwever, Pecachbush 6 lead his
stalwart followers into the Marble Nountain Officerts
Club to do battle with the '"spirits" lurking there.
Sericus casualties were thankfully avoided but the
numbor of "walking wounded" at the 0545 brief the next
morning would have touchod a stcne man's heart,

Hgn 80 was able to log a few hours on local training
while Msn 73 flew six hours of inserts and extracts for
thoe 1st Receon Battalion.

The sun god was temporarily dealt ancthor setback as
rain agein assaultod the stalwart hearts at MMAF. A
total of 6,2 hours were flown,

Today was one of the blackest in recent Pcachbush
history. A Peachbush aircraft, while performning an emers
geney recon extract in the Que Sons in very poor weather,
crashed killing all aboard including the recon team,
EMiI-263 mourns the loss of these brave and loyal comrades,
Friends, we will not forget you,

Tocday the Blue Eagles narrowly avertcd ancther tragedy
in the Que Sons, Lt "Easy" WILLIAMS and higs copiloet
Jiri PCRTO were lsading a division strike into poer ter=-
roin and in poer weather., Only exemplary skill on the
part of Lt WILLIAIS kept his aircrafty, laden with troops
from falling down the side of a stecp gorgce The airee
craft was damaged, but all escaped with only mincr cuts
ané bruises,

Psachbush 5 (lMaj HUMBERT) lead the mission 86 package
to Baldy and acccmplished two strikes in the Que Sons,
524l hours were flown as four emergency nedevacs were
roscued, 387 passengers lifted and 18.2 tons «f cargo
carried, '

Major PITHMALT and Barry (George eof the jungle) TELLER
had their news jangled by unusuaclly accurate small arms

- Tire at Baldy., Only eight hits were taken but the hardy

263 aviaters managed to limp back to Baldy and safely land,
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