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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 

ID1H-263 

2. LOCATION 

OOMJ'fANDER 

1T001 L. K. KECK 1-31 JANUARY 1971 

During the period of 1-31 January 1971, the Blue ~agles of m-m-263 were 
located at Harbl!3 Hountain Air Facility, Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

EXECUTIVe; OfFICllli 
EXEGUTD!E OVFICER 
OP&'1ATIONS OFf<'ICER 
!SST. OP@ATIONS OFFICER 
IO~ISTICS OFFICER 
AIRCfutFT Hll.IN'TENANcry; OFFICER 
AIRCRAFI' HII.INT~·J1\.N CE OFFICF'..R 
~J5ST. P~AINTSNA:nC'Z OFFICER 
ASST. HAINTEHAnCr:: OFFICF..R 
Amm!ISTRATI'iTI\! OFFICER 
NATOPS OFFIG.tm 
NATOPS OFFIGSR 
AVL'l.TION SAFETY OF~'IC8:Jl 
AVIATIOlJ SAFETY OFFICER 
INTELLI~;~JC~ OFFICER 
AVlARDS OFFICER 
S&1:l31iHT :iAJOR 
S$RG~UJT Y;AJOa 

OFFICER 
EULIS TIID 

USNC 

37 
172 

USN 

1 
o 

!1ajor W. S. mnII'J'ERT 
Hajor D. N. A..l'JD'SRSON 
Major T. J. TOBEN Jr. 
liLt M. C. JONES 
Hajor L. L. PAYTON Jr. 
Major D. N. Atm:!;itSON 
capt. T. R. ~m.'JnIDS 
Capt. D. D. FROST 
capt. W. J. CM!JP 
capt. L. R. BANC1~LIS 
Capt. H. P. BREAZ 1A1E 
l/Lt P. F .103TZ 
capt. T. R. d:D11TJNDS 
~1ajor J. A. BA..ttRY 
liLt L. N. SrrnWART 
Major L. L. PAYTON Jr. 
SgtHaj 'H. J. BIIJ·ZB 
SgtHaj L. H. :1:DMONDSOllr 

1-18 JAN 
19-31 JAN 
1-31 JAN 
1-31 JAN 
1-31 JAN 
1-18 JAN 
19-31 JAN 
1-26 JAN 
27-31 JAN 
1-31 JAN 
1-13 JAN 
14-31 JAN 
1-18 J.A}.! 
27-31 JAN 
1-31 JAN 
1-31 JAN 
1-19 JAN 
20-31 JAN 

OTHF'.R TarAt 

2 

o 
o 

38 
172 
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PART II 

NARRATDTS SUMi"'A..qy 

January was a busy month for the Blue Ba'51es of Tr.·~1-263. 1?eachbush 
aircraft launched on 1131 fli~hts, 64 of these bein; flown during the 
hours of darlmess. During the month 4282 sorti9s were flown resultin~ in 
1080.8 f1i~hJG hours. Helicopters of ffi.ft"I-263 carried 190.4 tons of cargo 
while 10540 passengers enjoyed rides in Peachbush aircraft. A total of 
112 med3vtlC missions W{3ra flO1m and 193 in.jured personnel were transport9d 
to medical facilities, of th'3se 73 w,ere 9TI1er~encies, 61 were priority 
and 64 were routine. Enemy activity was on the risa as 5 fire incidents 
were reported and no hits were taken by Peachbush aircraft. 

m~1-263 was involved in strikes, recon inserts and extracts ~ing 
this period. Separa.te briefs and debriefs W3re -sivm to pilots and aircr3ws. 

'ro provide up to date intel1i~ence; the intelliganc3 unit connucted 
briafs at AOE' 3 'l11d h.~fore r'3con missions. Current fire incidents, 
r3con and ora3r of battl'::l maps were kept and mane available before all 
flights. 

Six officers and throa enlisted Marines attended Jung1G Survival 
School at NAS Cubi P oin t R. 'P •• 

Durin~ the month anlist3Q personnel earned a total of 217 Strike 
Fli~ht Auards and officers~·;.,!,@f4d.:~. 
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SSQUENTIAL LISTnH OF SIJNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 Jan 71 With his usual savoir faire and daring-do Major T.;J. TOBIDf 
~raciously consented to fore.go the fioor show at the club iii 
order to greet the ne-tv year with unblurred eyes and a quick 
mind by volunteering for nite medeva:. However, while old Father 
'70 was passing the colors to Baby '7l,Major TOBEN was called upon 
to bailout the Army deep in Injun territory to the west of 
!xl Roa. Army Dust-offs refusad an emer~ency medevac because 
of weathGr. Peachbush 3, with typical Blue Bagle can do spirit 
performed the mission and returned IFR. The rest of the New 
Year's Day shows the mission BO package transformed into an 
R&R, PX rlID since the gates ware closed to vehicular traffic. 

2 Jan 71 The end of the New Year's cease fire saw air support from the 
Bluo Eagles carrying on par u6ual.. .Forty one point s,-wen 
hours 1vGra log~ed carrying out the multitudinous chores that 
the 11310 mula drivers in Vietnam rurc routinely ~llad upon to 
perform. The mission 36 packa.se earriC!d the bulk of the load 
lead by Major T. J. TOBEN. 

4 Jan 71 Nission 80 today put on their apron chango machines and their 
yellow cab meters. The gates to MMAF wer3 clos)d and the Peach­
bush line looked like the 52nd Stra-at bus temirial as the 
entire base saamad to pick today for their PX runs .nd general 
chores day. Lt nZ3ken ZILJA managed to log an incredible 3.5 
hours on the Ml":AF to LZ 11 cir~ui t. One caustic passen?,er 
even-. .stu~k his head in the cockpit and screamed "H3Y, ~ould 
you step on it, I-tac?" 

7 Jan 71 Major T. J. TOBEN managed to take the mission 73 packa~e to al 

2.3 carrying out admin and flip.flops for our friends from 
LZ 401, th8 1st Recon Batt:llion. For onC·3, those swift and 
si13nt l-varriors mana:pd to remain unsurrounded and Pea.chbush 
3 and 99 RTB'd to join an inactive. HNM-26J. . • 

i3 Jan 71 Alas, but the peaceful days of 1971 had to como to an end. 
Peachbush flew 60.5 hours today. The mission 86 packa5c 
aV0rag8d 6.0 hours per crew flying strikes and resupply into 
th-3 resur,s3l:lt enemy's back yard. Six hundred and sixty pas­
sen~ers were carried and 31.0 tons of combat r~supply reached 
thcir precariously situatod LZ's. A good bit of the time was 
lO:!':jed by tha Bn.ldy madavac section lea.d by lILt Isaac 
Lafeyotte EPPERLY (botter known as "Skippy"). The recent 
lack of allied casualties in the Bnldy area did not hold true 
today. Fire was taken in two medevac zones. But the hostile 
fire was ineffective as the illusive Lt BP~~RLY brought his 
section homo unscathed. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (1) 
., 38.FTPwrpU 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 3:LYS :rwp 
03A0377l 

10 Jan 71 Twenty seven point six hours were logged as mission 80 stood 
by. Only the mission 73 birds uanaged to log 5.0 hours per 
craw. Lead by Peachbush 9:1 Capt. EDMUNDS:I the recon packase 
capped off a back breaking d~ of inserts and 3Xtracts by 
pulling a flawless em3r,::;ency mcdcvac and extract in th\3 Que 
Son Mountains. 

12 Jan 71 The mission 40 medev~ package hacked the' load for the Blue 
Ear~bs today. The winged warriors from 263 turned into 
aIl3els of m'.~rcy by pullin~ eight medevac missions includin'5 
6 of an emer3ency nature. 

14 Jan 71 As usual Baldy provided an opportunity for low time pilots 
to put at little m3at on their monthly fli~ht times. Due 
largely to the mission 86 packa~ef$ efforts the squadron 
105'58d 56.8 hours, carried 493 passen~ers and almost 8 tons 
of car~o for the 5th Marines. 

16 Jan 71 Hajor "Lima Lima" PAYTON lead his mission 73 recon aircraft 
into the forbiddin:; Que Sons today. After routin31y carrying 
out numerous inserts and extracts, Hajvr PAYTON was called 
upon to once a~ain bailout al team in heavy contact. Pro­
fessionally and in the facl3 of low03rin~ ceilin5s and' intense 
hostile fire the mission was complGted. 

17 Jan 71 Hedevac, resupply, C&C and admin runs today accounted for a 
routine but nevertheless back-breakin5 52.6 total fli~ht hours. 
All in a days work, Peuchbush. 

20 Jan 71 The unsun~ hGro~s of the Vietnam war ru'3 the rosuP91y pilots. 
Carryins h0avy loads into high zonas is hard enou:~h. But as 
liLt Rob llfEYW can attest Victor Charlie is as present during 
thos·J missions as ha is on Recon or medevac. Luckily the V.C. 
M y'3t S:3am to hav8 beGn unablo to aU~l1Kmt tllBir obviously 
limit'ad supply of optornitrists. Pcachbush 14 escapad unscathed. 

22 Jan 71 LtCol KECK' s ability to draw tho a.ction WilS proviJd once ar-5iUn 
toda.y im mission 80. LtCol KECK's section launched to save a 
seven man recan team who had been surrounded by a determined 
and heavily armed enemy force. Apparently their swift r·3-
action !)Ild timaly arrival on tho scene ca1l..:~ht th;~ 3ncmy by 
surprise. The mission was comp1ated so quickly that th.3 3nGtny 
was unable to or~1'IIlize his anti-aircraft capabilities. R3Sult: 
no firo and no hits. 

25 Jan 71 It was Najar AHm33 ON , s turn to lead the aftern00n mission 80. 
H'3 perfGctly executed an emersency extract of a recan tealll 
Southeast of An Hoa. A potentially very hazardous mission 
was calmly and exp~rtly performed by the Peachbush stalwarts. 
A<:;ain there were no hits and no errors. In re'~larly sehed .. 
u1Gd action, Lt EP?I!:RLY's mission 73 birds worked for 4.8 

5 Enclosure (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



. .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 3:LMS:rwp 
03A03771 

hours inserting and extractin~ recon teams until another team 
came into contact. Lt EPP1RLY' s aircrnft came under fire but 
he was quick and escap~d with a healthy aircraft and recon team. 

27 Jan 71 Today the Blua ~51es flew only 24.4 hours but almost all of 
it 1vas medevac missions. First Lieutenant Rob }~RS' after­
noon s3ction was committed to extract two badly wounded 
pilots whos e LOH had been shot down wast of the French Fort. 
Amid intanse small arms fire, the med'3vac crew cooly executed 
their duties and completed the mission with no rlama~e end 
ttVQ liv<)s saved. The night medcvac section lead by ~Iajor L. L. 
PAY'roN IO~led 3.4 hours of medevac £Ii ~ht, llmdin~ in 2 
insecure positions which had recently taken en,3my induced 
casualties. 'l;ha skill and swift reaction time of the m:xlovac 
crows reaffirms the prowess of the fi{htin~ 263rd. 

29 Jan 71 Forty thrOG point nine fli5ht hours attest to the work done 
by ~:>oachbush aircraft. Threo hundred and ninety six pas­
s;3n~;ers plac8(1 th'3ir tokens in the machine and 6.9 tons of 
cn.r"{o werG delivered on schenule. 

30 Jan 71 LtCol KBCIC braved thedAIl7,Brs of ni;;ht med8vac with th3 usual 
tal.:mt fur drmJin1 thG enem,)'". Four hours ?f fli~ht thrcjU~h 
troacherous tGrrain, and into unsecuro positions are on.)U;h 
to 1-leaken the stout<~st resolve. NGvertheless seven 3mer~ency 
and two pltiority medevacs were whiskerl to safety and m3dical 
ai,} by Peachbush 6 and his band of ID'3rry .man •. 

31 Jan 71 NeVdr one t:)~ive up his title of l1a'511et of the Year easily 
(not event t'.1 Peachbush 6), 1/Lt H~,RS, in order to secure his 
nvw precarious hold on this cro'WIl, lca~'l his' mission 73 birds 
into) the jaws of extrem01y forebodins emer;~mcy recon extract •. 
But as usual, althou:-sh intensi3 fire was takan in the zone, the 
t8am was extract~clJ the aircraft was unv::mtilated and Lt m:YF...RS 
SLlr ~:)('l into the lead in his race for Ma~ot of the Year. 
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PART U 

SUP70RTING DOC(Jr;1ENTS 

NONE SUEHITTED 
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