DECLASSIFIED

-

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTZR SQUADRON 263
Marine Aircraft Group 16
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPae
FPO San Francisco, 96602

£
»

3:1M5:rwp
5750
03403771

eGliE—

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16

Subj: Command Chronology for perlied 1 ~ 31 January 1971
Ref: (a) MCO 5750,1

(b) FIFPacO 5750,8B

(c) Wg0 5750.1C

(d) Gru0 5750.1C

Bnel: /(1) Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263, Command Chronology
for period 1 « 31 January 1971,

1, In accordance with references(a) through (d), enclosure (1) is
submitted. ‘

ARk,

L. K. KECK
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PART I
ORGANTIZATIONAL DATA
- 1. DESIZNATION COMMANDER
B1-263 LTCOL L. K. KECK 1-31 JANUARY 1971
2. LOGATION

During the period of 1-31 January 1971, the Blue Tagles of HMM-263 were
located at Marble Mountain Air Facility, Danang, Republic of Vietnam. :

3. STAFF OFFICERS
EXECUTIVE OFFICIR Major W, S. HUMTERT 1-18 JAN
EXECUTIVE OTTICER Major D. N, ANDZRSON 19-31 JAN
OPTRATIONS OFFICER Major T. J. TOBEN Jr. 1-31 JAN
ASST, OPZRATIONS OFFICER 1/1Lt M. C. JONES 1-31 JAN
I03ISTICS OFFICER Major L. L. PAYTON Jr. 1-31 JAN
ATRCRAFT MAINTENANCT OFFICER Major D, N. ANDIRSON 1-18 JAN
ATRCRAFT MAINTTNANCE OFFICER Capte T. R. TDMNDS 19-31 JAY
JSST. MAINTANANCT OFFICER Capt. D, D. FROST 1-26 JAN
ASST, MAINTTNANCT OFFICER Capte W. J. CAVP 27-31 JAN
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER Capt. L. R. BANCHLLS 1-31 JAN
NATOPS OFFTCIZR Capt. H., P. PREAZTALR 1-13 JAN
NATOPS OFFICER 1/Lt P, F, 303TZ 1431 JAN
AVIATION SATETY OFFICER Capt. T. R. EDMUNDS 1-18 JAN
AVIATION SAFETY OFFICZR Major J. A. BARRY 27-31 JAN
INTELLIGANCT OFFICER 1/1t L. M. STRWART 1-31 JAN
AWARDS OFFICIR Major L. L. PAYTON Jr. 1-31 JAN
SERIZANT AJOR SgtMaj W, J. BILIEB 1-.19 JAN
SERGZANT MAJOR SztMaj L. H. ZDMONDSON 20-31 JAN

Le AVERAGE MONTHLY STRTN ITH
USMC UsN

OFFICTER 37 1

ENLISTED 172 0

WELASSIHED
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PAQT IT

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

January was a busy month for the Rlue Tagles of "™MM=-263. Peachbush
aircraft launched on 1131 flights, &4 of these beiny flown durinz the
hours of darkness. During the month 4282 sortiss were flown resulting in
1030.8 flight hours. Helicopters of HIM-263 carried 190.L4 tons of cargo
while 10540 passengers enjoyad rides in Peachbush aircraft, A total of
112 medavac missions wers flown and 193 injured persomnel were transportad
to medical facilities, of thazse 73 were smerzencies, €1 were priority
and &l were routine, Enemy activity was on the risz as 5 fire incidents
were raported and no hits wera taksn by Peachbush aircraft.

HMM-263 was involved in strikes, recon inserts and extracts during
this period, Scparate briefs and dsbriefs were given to pilots and aircrews,

To provide up to date intellizence, the intalligance unit conducted
briafs at AQli's and bafore racon missions. Current fire incidents,

recon and ordsr of battle maps were kept and made available before all
flights.

3ix officers and thres enlisted Marines attondad Jungle Survival
School at WAS Cubi Point R.P,..

During the month enlistod personnzl earned a total of 217 Strike
Flight Awards and officar%;ga;ﬁédj{ha.

ER
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PART III

STQUENTIAL LISTING OF SISNIFICANT EVENTS

1 Jan 71 With his usual savoir faire and darinz-do Major T..J. TOBEN
sraciously consented to forezo the floor show at the club in’
order to grest the new year with unblurred eyes and a quick
mind by volunteering for nite medevac s However, while old Father
170 was passing the colors to Baby '71, Major TOBEN was called upon
to bail out the Army deep in Injun territory to ths west of
An Hoa, Army Dust-offs refusad an emerzency medevac becausse
of weather. Psachbush 3, with typical Blue %agle can do spirit
performed the mission and returned IFR. The rest of the Wew
Year!s Day shows the mission 80 packagze transformed into an
R&R, PX run since the gates ware closed to vehicular traffice

2 Jan 71 The end of the New Year's cease firs saw air support from the
Bluc Eagles carrying on par usual, Forty one point seven
hours were logzed carrying out the multitudinous chores that
the halo muledrivers in Victnam arc routinely ealled upon to
perform, The mission 36 package ecarried the bulk of the load
lezad by major T, J. TOBEN,

4 Jan 71 Mission 80 today put on their apron changz machinezs and their
yellow cab meters. The gates to MMAF werz closad and the Peach-
bush line lookad like ths 52nd Streast bus terminal as the
entire base sesmad to pick today for their PX rms md general
chores day, Lt "Zzke" ZILTA managad to log an incradible 3e5
hours on the MYAF to LZ 11 cireuite. One caustic passenger ’
even.Stuek his head in the cockpit and screamed "Hey, could
you step on it, Mac?"

7 Jan 71 Major T. J, TOBEN managed to take the mission 73 package to a
2.3 carrying out admin and flip-flops for our friends from
LZ LO1, the 1lst Recon Battalion, For once, those swift and
sil:ant warriors manazzd to remain unsurrounded and Peachbush
3 and 99 RTB!'d to join an inective HMM=263. ° ‘e

8 Jan 71 Alas, but ths peaceful days of 1971 had to come to an end,
Peachbush flew 60.5 hours today. The mission 86 packaze
averazed 6.0 hours per craw flying strikes and resupply into
the resurgent enemy's back yardes Six hundred and sixty pas-
sengers wera carried and 31,0 tons of combat r3supply reached
their precariously situated LZ'se A good bit of the time was
lozzed by the Baldy medevac section lsad by 1/Lt Isaac
Lafeycette BEPPERLY (botter known as "Skippy")e The racant
Jdack of allied casualties in the Baldy area did not hold true
today. Fire was taken in two medavac zones., But ths hostile
fire was ineffective as the illusive Lt TP°SRLY brought his
section home unscathed.
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10 Jan 71 Twenty seven point six hours were logged as mission 80 stood
by. Only the mission 73 birds managed to log 5.0 hours par
craw. Lead by Peachbush 9, Capte EDMUNDS, the recon packagze
capped off a back breaking day of inserts and extracts by
pulling a flawless emargency medevac and extract in the Que
Son Mountains, ’ '

12 Jan 71 The mission 4O medevae package hacked the load for the Blue
Ragles today., The winzed warriors from 263 tumed into
anzels of marcy by pulling eizht medevac missions including
6 of an emerzency naturc.

1 Jan 71 As usual Baldy provided an opportunity for low time pilots
to put 2 little msat on their monthly flight times. Due
largely to the mission 86 packaze's efforts the squadron
lo3zad 56,8 hours, carrisd L93 passengers and almost 8 tons
of carzo for the 5th Marines.

16 Jan 71 Major "Lima Lima" PAYTON lead his mission 73 recon aircraft
into the forbiddinz Que Sons today. After routinaly carrying
out numerous inserts and extracts, Major PAYTON was called
upon to once azain bail cut @ team in heavy contact. Pro-
fessionally and in the face of lowerinz ceilinzs and intense
hostile fire the mission was complcteds

17 Jan 71 Medevac, resupoly, C&C and admin runs today accounted for a
routine but nevertheless back-breakinz 52,6 total flight hours.
All in a days work, Peachbush.

20 Jan 71 The unsunz heroes of the Vietnam war ars the rosupoly pilots.
Carryinz heavy loads into hizh zonss is hard enouth. But as
1/Lt Rob MEYTRS can attest Victor Charlie is as present during
thos: missions as he is on Recon or medevac, Luckily the V.C.
as yet szem to have been unable to aument their obviously
limited supply of optomitrists. Pcachbush 1l escapad unscathed.

22 Jan 71 LtCol KECK'!'s ability to draw the action was proved once again
today on mission 80, LtCol KWCK's section launched to save a
seven man recon team who had been surrounded by a dstsrmined
and heavily armed enemy force. Apparently their swift re-
action and timsly arrival on the scene caught tha snemy by
surprise. The mission was complsted so quickly that the znemy
was unable to orzanize his anti-aircraft capabilities. Rasult:
no fire and no hits,.

25 Jan 71 It was Major ANDERSON'S turn to lead ths afternoon mission 80.
He parfectly executed an emerzency extract of a rzeon team
Southeast of An Hoa. A potentially very hagardous mission
was calmly and expertly performed by the Peachbush stalwarts,.
Azain there were no hits and no errors, In rezularly sehed-
uled action, Lt BPPIRLY's mission 73 birds worked for 4.3
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I AC
e gné'lj

g had

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

% 3:IMSsrwp

27 Jan 71

29 Jan T1

30 Jan T1

31Jan 71

03A03771

hours inserting and extractinz recon teams until another team
came into contact. Lt EPPTRIY!'s aircraft came under fire but
he was quick and escaped with a healthy aircraft and recon team.

Today the Blue %azles flew only 2L.h hours but almost all of
it was medevac missionse First Lisutenant Rob MTYZIRS' after=-
noon saction was committed to cxtraet two badly wounded
pilots whose LOH had been shot down west of the French Fort.
Amid intense small arms fire, the medsvac crew cooly executad
their duties and completed ths mission with no damaze and

two lives saveds The nizht medevac section lead by Major L, L.
PAYTON lozzed 3.4 hours of medevac flizht, landiny in 2
insacure positions which had recently taken enemy induced
casualties. Tha skill and swift rsaction time of the madovac
craws reaffirms the prowess of the fishtinz 263rd.

Forty three point nine flisht hours attest to thz work done
by Peachbush aircraft. Threc hundred and ninety six pas-
senzers placed their tokens in the machine and 6.9 tons of
carxo were delivered on schedule,

Ltcol KWK braved the danzers of nizht medevac with the usual
talont for drawiny the enemy, Four hours of flizht through
treacherous terrain, and into unsecura positions are endsugh
to weaken the stoutest resolve, Nevertheless saven smerzency
and two phiority medevacs were whisked to safety and madieal
aid by Peachbush 6 and his band of marry man..

Never one to zive up his title of Mamet of the Year easily
(not event to Peachbush 6), 1/Lt IWEYuRS, in order to sacurce his
now precarious hold on this crown, lead his mission 73 birds
into the jaws of extremely forcbodinz emerzency recon extract..
But as usual, althouzh intenss fire was taken in the zone, the
team was extracted, the aircraft was unventilated and Lt MEYTRS
sarzzd into the lead in his race for Marnat of the Year,
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

NONE SURBMITTED
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