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MARTNE FIGHTER ATTACK SQUADRON 323
Harine Aircraft Group 13
1st Marine Aircraft TAng, FIF, Pacific
FPO, San Francisco 96602
: : 3:KSS:gra
5750
6 June 1968

Commanding Officer i
Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 13 (Attn: S=3)

Command Chronology, submission of
(a) HCO 5750,1A
(b) 0 5750,1B
(c) Gru0 5750.10

(1) Command Chronology for the month of Nay 1968

1. Tn accordance with reference (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is
herewith submitted for the period 1 through 31 May 1968.
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V' COMIAND CHROWOLOGY

UNIT: Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323

Location: Chu Lal Air Base, Republic of Vietnam
Period: 1-31 May 1968
Part T - Organization NData

l. Commander and Staff

Name Billet

Non J. SLiE Commanding Officer
Daniel I. GARAOLL dxecutive Officer
Heokry G. MILLR Jr Operations Officer

Earl S, SMITH Operations Officer
Zdward R. BATLEY S-1 (Administration)
Philip 1. KRUSH S-li (Losistics)

Larry T. HIGDE: S=l; (Logistics)

“larren A, FiR0IWAI0) liaintenance Qfficer
Rabun N, PATIICK Aviation Safety Officer
Philip 2. WiUSsH ' Aviation Safety Oificer

2. Task Orpenization and Nata

Drranization

Harine Fighter Attack Scuadron 323
Harine Aircraft Group 13

1st Marine fdreraft “Ang

Fleet Harine Torce, Pacific
Location

Chu Lai Air Base, Republic of Vietnam

Commanding N{ficer

Iieutenant Colonel Harry T. WAGAMAY
Lieutenant Colonel Don J. SLEE

3. Averape onthly Strength

a., lMarine Officers

(1) Naval AviaborsS..cecccscccccssssll
(2) Taval Flisht OfficersS.cvseoosos15
23‘ Aviation Cround OFficers.......l
) Varine MNIisted..ooesoenooasoas2?T
(5) Haval Fnlisted....eoveceeecns 4

Tank

LtCol
lajor
Major
Hajor
Major
Cantain
Ceptain
Hajor
Captain
Ceptain

Period

16-31 May
1-31 May
1-6 Vay
7-31 May

Date of Office

13 Oct 1967 - 16 liay 1968
16 lay 1968 - Present
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b. Other Mficers

(1) Maval Nfficers (FI0)uvuieceeoessld

i Tmportant Visitors to the Command

a. Brisadier General Homer S. HILL, 1st Marine Aircraft “Aing, Deputy
Cormander visited karine Aircraft Group 13 on 16 May 1968 to participate
in the Marine Tighter Attack Squadron 323 change of command ceremony.

b. General C. Y, ADIANS, USA Commander, US Forces Vietnam, visited
the Chu Laj Air Base and Marine Aircraft Group 13 on 30 Hay 1968 as part
of his assumption of Cormander of US Forces, Republic of Vietnam.

Part II - Narrative Summary

The month of liay 1968 wes the tenth month of combat operations for
WFA 323 on its current tour of duty in the lepublic of Vietnam. The
weather was excellent over most of I-Corps except for occasional layers
of low clouds in the fhe Sanh and Dong Ha areas. This caused some flights
to be diverted to other tergets within I Corps. This local condition had
no significant effect on overall flisht operations during this reporting
period.

VI:FA 323 had nine days of the air to ground alert durinc the month of
May, Increased availability coupled with the enthusiasic efficiency of
maintenance made May the most active month in terms of combat sorties
flown since October 1967,

The value and accuracy of air to ground ordnance delivery by WFA 323
received new sipnificance and incentive when this scuadron, and others in
the Chu Lai area were called upon to destroy confirmed =nemy rocket sites

vhich were within sight of the airfield. These roclket sites were determined
to be part of the complex that had fired several vollys of 122MII roclkets
intc the Chu Yai Mr Pase., It is to be noted that no attacks by rocket

have occurred since Hay 20, the date of attack by concerted air strikes,

and the time of this writing. Wumerous secondary explosions and fires
resulted from this action. The efforts of W'FA 323 were narticulary re-
warding to our enlisted personnel who were able to untch the air strikes
from the squadron revetment area. Their individusl feelings of catis-
faction increased with each bomb, rocket,- and napalm delivery.

On 16 riay 1968, cormand of WiFA 323 passed o Tievitenant Colonel
D, J. SLEE. TIn preciss ceremony the new squadron cormander pledsed his
efforts to the scuadron and called for the continming excellent support
of officers and men,
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llarine fireraft CGroup 13 received enemy rocket fire on Yoy Sth, 1hth,
and 23rd resvlting in damage to four aircraft of MF4 323, There was
fortunately no injury to personnel of this sguadron, One round impacted
rouchly Slyards from the squadron ready room but caunsed only an increased
interest in secure bunkers.

hring Fay, flicht crevs enjoved the highest sortie rate of the current
Tetnan tour. ‘n inecrease in aircraft aveilability covpled with a 1limited
mmber of aircreus resulied in more flichts per crew mamber. As the hours
per dircrew increased so did his enthusiasm, ‘lepeated exposure of aireraflt

ed in seven aircraft recciving hits by enemy ire, Mo alrcrerwr injury or
loss of aireraft occured,

Muring hav TR 323 svonorted thirteen fifferent operations in the T
Cocps area. (F these fi-hts the most noteworthy wvas on I May. » Flicht
of two "B ajrcraft monned by Lal 3. 2, TAILY and 00 /Tt B, A, HETIT with

Oept . T ML Jr, and 390 1/t 2. 206 1L LU near Dong la received a
battle danage asscesront as follous; L omiers destrorad, hostrvetvrcs des-

2
Traret, 2 secondary evlosions, end 37 nlled hy air. VYor this aetion both
pilots have been nominoted for the Mstinsuishel Flzing Cross. loth Maval
1izht Cfficers have been nominated for the sinsle mission air madal,

Jvring ey the combined squadron battle damase assessment received from
controlline accneies is “elineated as follous:

snemy Uilled by Adr (CDA)..eeeeroos .57 Confirmed/16 Frobable
Filitary Structures..eeceeeecess.....232 Destroved/32 lemacead

' 127 destroyed/28 Senaged
Sccondary MXnloSionS..eeescessocossoaild

TLehting HoLles.eeeeesosossvossocoeasodld Jostrored/17 Jomased
1020 CUTSsosecsroooorosoasoscassseanns?

lortar PositionS.ciiciocsnssanossanccd Igtroyved

Rocket 208itionS.ieivcecsreecossssss.0 Nestroyed

Mtomatic ieanons Jositions..........0 Jestroyed/l lemacel
"rench Iine (7otors)eeeesoce. 1,005 Destroyed/50 lamaged
Trails (17etors) cieececncsasesasassss.1) Dostroyed

A Cib28cacoctvenvsscoasssncvessassot Destrored
3econdery TirCSeecscsosorescsncecanooed

1 Destroyed

SLOTE70 APBa..iaveeecsoossoecannssasod JESVLOyTEl

I,

AN Er Seevonvossesooscsvoasosnoesens
-

~

e

°

°
°
°
°
-
-
°

'Y

Mang ‘@
;41J.d&eﬂovvo¢°tocaa-u-nccooo.aouiqqq

Dart IIT - Tinnificont Svents

1. Pcrsonncl: Joined NEficer 6 imlisted 11
Nropned N{ficer 2 ‘mlisted 2
Pronovions 2MHeer 1 salisted 11
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Avards: Air Medalosos e oeos o

.
.

96000000800 90

Mistinguished Flying Crossc... 1

Havy Achievement Medal.ccoooes

Meritorious Masts...

1 (M)
4 00¢ 000000 11

May Stetistical Surmary

Total Combat Sorties 589 # Croun/Other Pilots Flying - 7
Total Flights 617 Average Group/Other Pilots Sorties -« 13
Total Combat Hours 628.3 Average Group/Other Pilots Hours - 15.1

Total Flight Hours
Average Pilot Strength 11

Average Pilot Sorties L7
Average Pilot Hours 55
Maintenance: lay HMonthly Ave
Aircraft Assipned.cooe.o cosso

Average Alrcraft on Board....
Average Aircraft Available...

660.9

razes

©00000O0U0 0 19
uooawoa‘oo 16

00.0'09098

Average Hours for Aircraft on Board... Ll.3

Mreraft Transfered/Received:

BuNo To/Trom

152313 From VF-21
152270 From VF-21
151483 To VF-21

152322 To VF-21 _
152313 To Shoehorn MCD

Aireraft Sustaining Battle Damage:

Incident Vo Date

7-684 ly May 68
)=68C 5 May 68
5-68G 5 liay 68
668G 5 May 68
Li5-681 11 May 68
L6681 11 May 68
7680 23 Vay 68
L7-68T 25 May 68
18-681 25 May 68
19-681 27 May 68
50-681 28 Liay 68

Date
7 May 68
7 May 68
7 May 68
7 Hay 68
23 May 68
Damage Butlo Jide o
Bravo 152275 215
Tcho 148L06 85
icho 152275 I8=15
kcho 152270 -8
ilcho hobhe B-6
iicho 151012 W3-18
Echo 148405 TB-16
icho 152270 5-8
dcho 148L0o5 516
licho 1522h8  1S-12
Zeho 152231 TTS-ly
L

Average WFO Strenght - 1L
Average V) Hours - L5.1
High Day (Sorties) 2 MHay - 33
5 High Day (Hours) 2 May - 37.2
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Crdnance: Lizy lxpenditures by Type and Number

EXEE Number

Mk 81 2501b Snakeye Bomb 1648

¥k 82 5001b L/D G.P. Bomb 35

Ik 82 5001b Snakeve Domb 2586

Mk 117 L/) G.P. Bomb Los

1k 77 5001b Napalm Bomb 516
2,75inch F.F.A.0. 166

Sinch ZUMI Docket 1291

D-27 CEU 8

Total Drdnance Pieces 1L.o2dedecvosocoecocoas 72
Total Ordnance Picces Nropped/Shote...eeo..0Th5
TOtEIl Dombs Loa.ded.. # 0000000000 CD000C0D0Q 0SS 005)-!-85
Total DOmbS :Droppedao'nce-aul»o.cu-u-ooocoooszaa
Total TONNAGS. cecerorcevonanons S u LI

Total Tonnage (20MDS)eceooosorsosscsoaseossl327e2

Nrop Percentazes....oecececcscaccacsaanaoo .96 .15
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Tons

242.9
9.3
740.0
197.5
13h.3
31.9
62.3
3.2

inclosure (1)




