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MARIN~ FIGHTER ATTACK SQUADRON 323 

Nanne Aircraft Group 13 
1st fiIarine Aircraft :Jing, Fr1F, Pacific 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To~ Cormnanding Officer, Narine llircraft Group 13 (Attn: 8-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology, submission of 

Ref~ (a) 
(b) 

l(C) 

E!ncl: (1) 

HCO 5750.1A 
~JgO 5750.1B 
GruO 5750.10 

Command Chronology for the month of nay 1968 

3:KSS:gra 
5750 
6 June 1968 

1. In accordance ldth reference (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is 

herewith submitted for the period 1~~~~~ 1968. 
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CCl':J.'If'lJ:9 CHRONOLOGY 

UNIT: Barina Fi~hter Attack ,squadron 323 

l,ocHtion: Chu Lal .'iir Ease, ::lepublic of Vietnam 

Period~ 1-31 l"Iay 1968 

Part I - OrGanization Data 

1. Comman(Jer and Staff 

~Jame 

Don J. SLi!;'E 
'Oame1 I. CP.ll:10U. 
Hen\l"J G. J\J:IJJ.,iI:l Jr 
Karl ,s. SknTH 
Edward R. RAngy 
Philip :J. ImU8~~ 
Larry T. BIG:;]E.:.,j 
~jarren A. F ±l;)n~' l,P) 
aabun J:!. P.1NICK 
Philip { • K_mSB 

Billet 

Commanding Officer 
~ecutive Officer 
Operations Officer 
Operations Officer 
S-l (Administration) 
S-h (Loc;istics) 
S~4 (LoGistics} 
I'fl.ilJ.tenance Officer 
ilnation Safety Offj_cer 
Aviation Safety 0fficer 

2. Task Orr;anization B.nd nata 

OrGanization 

l''1arine Fi~hter ,\ttack Squaclron 323 
I-iarine Mrcraft Group 13 
1st l'iarine .l'..ircraft ·:tl.ng 
Fleet Harine 1I'0rce, Pacific 

Location 

Chu Lai Air Base!J :rtepublic of Vietnam 

Commanciinc; 0ffic er 

l,ieutenant Colonel Harry T. Ht.Gl\l'-"uur 
TJieutenamt Colonel Don J. 81)1% 

3. AveraGe l=onth~y ,strength 

a. r1arine Officers 

NB,val /\v:Lators. 0 , 0 • , ••••••••••• 14 
11aval FU3ht Officers .......... 15 
.'I.YiaUon Ground Officers ••••••• 4 
j·Ie.rine j.·nlisted •.•.••••.••.•• ,. 277 
Haval tnlisted •..•••...•..•... ,0 
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Ranle 

LtCol 
h:ajor 
Hajor 
Hajor 
lIajor 
CaYltain 
C8:ptatn 
£1ajor 
Captain 
Captain 

Period 

16-31 May 
1-31 },Iay 
1-6 l-i.ay 
7-31 Nay 
1-31 Pay 
1-8 l-iay 
9-31 I-:a~r 
1-31 I/jay 
1~8 Flay 
9-31 Fny 

Date of Clfftce 

13 Oct 1967 - 16 liiay 1968 
16 lIay 1968 - Present 
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b. 0ther Officers 

(1) ~Taval 0fncers (Fe) ............ l 

h. Important Visitors to the GommRnd 

a. Briga.dier General Hor.1er S. HILL, 1st Earine Aircraft ';,fing, Depu.ty 
Commander visited l';arine lIircrai't Group 13 on 16 Nay 1968 to participate 
in the I'2arine Fighter Attacl<: Squadron 323 change of command ceremony. 

b. General C.~I. ADitl'!lIB, USA Commander, US Forces Vietnam, visited 
the Chu Lai .iir Base and N.arine Aircraft Group 13 on 30 Hay 1968 as part 
of his assumption of Conrrnander of US Forces, "tlepub1ic of Vietnam. 

Part II - Narrative SUllJI11a.ry 

The month of Eay 1968 l·JaS the tenth month of combat operations for 
vHFA 323 on i"GS current tonI' of dDty in the.lepublic of Vietnam. The 
Heather .. JM excellent over most of I Corps except for occasional layers 
of 10vI clouds in the Illie &mh and Dong Ha areas. This caused some flights 
to be eli vElrted to other t<?xgets ui thin I Corps. This local condj.tion had 
no siGnificant effect on overall flight operations during this reporting 
period. 

VEFA 323 had .n..i.ne days of the air to ~round alert c1.u.rin::: the month of 
I,Jar. Increased ava,ilability coupled vQ th the enthusiasic efficiency of 
maintenance made Hay the most active month in terms of combat sorties 
flOHtl since October 1967. 

The value and accuracy of air to ground ordnance delivery by VEFll. 323 
received nerl sicnificance and incentive 11hen tl".is squadron~ and others in 
the Ghu Lai e.rea were called upon to destroy confir.mec, ?l1e:my rocket sites 

.1,mch NeZ's Hithin sit;ht of the airfield. These roc::et sites Here determined 
to be part of t.he complex that had fired several vollys of 12~iJI roc~wts 
into the C)'.u !:ai f'Sx rase 0 It is to be noted that no attacks bJ rocl{et 
have occ.:u.rred since Hay 25, the date of attacl;~ by concerted air stril~es.'J 
and the tille of this uri ting. thu1'J.erous secondnr~r explosions and fires 
resulted from this ac-(,ion, 'The efforts of .VJ:.Yl\. 323 uere perticulary re­
wardinr; to our onlis'Ged personnel 1-mO were able to 1;'ltch the air strikes 
from the squadron revetment area. Their individu~l feelings of satis­
faction increa.sed Hi. th each bom.b, rocket,· an(1. napaJ.m deli very 0 

8n 16 I,jay 1$'68, cOT'11Tl.and of Vr'PA 323 passed to J:i.eutcnant Colonel 
D. J. SLBE. In prec5_se coremony the neu squc;,cl.ron cCIT.roanCler p1ed.'jed his 
efforts to the squadron .cmd c.?.lled for the contint,ing excellent support 
of officers and men. 
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Earine r:.ircraft Group 13 received enemy roc'wt fi:i:"e on Fe.:r 5th~ IhthSl 

and 231'0. reS1'J.t:i.nc in danage to fOl'r aircre.ft of ·IJliF.'~ 323. There lJaS 
fortl1.nateJ.~r no injury to personnel of this sqnac!ron. ~ne round il'lpacted 
rot'.::;hl~r 51 yards from the sql1ac1ron ready room but caus€(1. only an increased 
interest in secure bunkers. 

)c~rinr:; b'ay, fUsht crelts enjoyed the highest sortie rate of the current 
VietnClI'l tom'. l,n in~rease in e.5.rcraft 8.vf'.:Llabilj.ty C01.1.pJ.od Hi..th a l:i_'llited 
.r.:'.1L1ber of ai..rcre1!S 1'38111 ted j.n more :flights per creu member. 1\.s the hours 
per cD. rcrew inc:ceased so did his enthusiasm. '~~epeated e;qJosu.re of aircraft 
to d<'l.ily close air S1.1pport missions and the ~rouncl f:i.re ·that ensues resu.lt­
sd in seven a.:i.rcl'aft reccivln[!; hits hy' enem;y fire. Fio aircre~! ::i.nj1.1ry or 
loss of airc:ce.fJG occtu~ecl.. 

l:u.Y':i.n~: La:7 t1}'?\ 323 B1.'.~;~orted thirt,een r':i.-::cerGnt operations b the I 
00':'1'13 <.::.rea. If -these fJ.i:,.M:,s the r,lOst notcuOJ."th3r uas on '-!. nay. "flisht 
of tTJO "i'l!jj a:L:rcraft ffiDnn:::c1 by La.~ .~. :2. :-',~IL;1 Cl.nd ~":'0 l/I,t H. A. ~~::E, uitb 
Of'.p-!:,'L J.. (~:: 1C::."':' ~ Jr. 2..'1.C ~\!~~() J./It '.~. ~). l"~~. ((:J:!" nee..l' :lone IIa rece:i.vecl a 
battJ.c C'"8I1Ct,se c..sc3sr:"':'nt as ~~oJ}~Ol~S; ~~ 0~'n~~0:rs cl.3:.iJj~():-~~~." :, E't.r1.:'.ctil'.l"'CS c~.es"''' 
t:i."'1:·IK~J 2 ~CC('·.l(~t~':)· c::~7.osj.ons~ i?:ac 37 ~:-;'llet:l b~~ a:1.r. l"or 'c,his action both 
piJ.ots h,wG beo:1 nomino.terl, for the :}istin::;lJisl1e( :?l;in~ Gross. :'oth :Tave1 
~::I.i::,·bt C'fficers he.v:) been nominated for the s:i.:1:-?le mission 61' rilecl.al. 

')prin~ ;·~a~T tJ.1e cornbined sql13dron battle ~D.:(i1.a~e assessrnent rcce~_ ved frQ;.'72 
cont:collins D.::;cncics is -:.~cline9.ted HS folIous: 

·~l1cm~r nne:} b:;- _\ir C:c.l\.) •••••••••••• G7 S onfirmed/16 I-ro9able 
l·;ili t8,ry ·'.:itrnct,ures •..•.........•.... 232 ·:)estl~oye:'l/G? .\2Ii1e..:;ed 
:ljltn!":8rs. II. II II' •• III II 6 0 II II 00. It II. () II II ..... II 0 .127 l)estro~Te(1/2[J !.JcrlElC8d 
3CCo.n0.ar~T :)~X-l)loE!ionso II "II .. 0 II II •• 0 II II ... II .ljJ3 
T;1.' ~ln,)..;n(}' l~Tol"'s 12 " 1~""~""o~recl/1- \"'-1a"'c(1 ... ..LG v.;.. L,..4- I,,;.i .0011'00000000.01110'00000000 ' ....... ..Jv_ .. " ,} __ e'J.! .;; I. 

loao. Gut, s 0' 0 'II III' (I • II III 0 0 • II • III' II 0 0 • 0 0 0 III •• III CI 0 .2 
l~ortar }'ositjaons. II ••• II II II II II' • II .0. II II 0 0 01 )8stro~ied 

.:1oc!{et 20si t:tons .. II ... 0 It II II ., ... 0 0\" 0 II .. 0 " • 6 ~)estrojre<1. 

.\utomatic '.-!eapons ~'o8itions •.......•. 5 lesJcroyecl!l '}9rilas8':.~ 
r;:rmch Line (l"otors)., ••••.•.•.•••••• 1.11.(;5 :')estroye{V50 )[lI>lac;ed 
'1':i.~ai1s (Esters) •.••......••...•.••••. 10) I)ostroyed 
!~.~,ll :Si t~s II 4 0 III' • 0 ..... II 0 • II .. II II •• III' •• II II II It II Q J ")estro~Te(l 

:)ocondRl"t:}r :DJ.rc S II • II •• .0 II .. II •• 0 II 0 0 4) • 0 II II 0 <09 
:'Jrj.c.1.e;es • " , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 :i)estro~;·ec~ . 
. ;3tor-?~c .!\~ea."." G"." 0 "''' ~". co •• 0"." .. "" ~l ~estro~"Gc' 

72..:;:,t III -Si;:nificant :';:vents 

1. ?::.:rsonncle Joined 
j)ro,ped 
:')rO:ilO';-;;i_ons 

ni'::'icer 6 
"i'ficer 2 
::'fficer 1 

3 

~~nlisted 11 
"'nlisted. 2 
"-llistcl1. 11 
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2. A!-rards: AirHeclalo ••••• o ••• o •••••••••• 90 

')istin~u.ished Flying Cross o ••• 1 
i'1avy Achievement Iiedal •••• 0 ••• 1 (V) 
Neri torious Nasts •••••••••• 0 •• 11 

3 •. ./\ir Operations: Hay Statistical Su.mmary 

• 

;~ Group/Other Pilots flyinG - 7 Total Combat Sorties 
Total Fl:i.f5hts 
Total Combat Hours 
Total F1ight Hours 
Average Pilot Stren~th 
Average Pilot Sorties 
Average Pilot Hours 

589 
617 
628.3 
660.9 
11 

Average Group/Other Pilots Sorties - 13 
Average Group/Other Pilots Hours - 15.1 
Average NFO Strenght - 14 
AV3rage Err) IIours - 45.1 

47 
55.5 

High Day (Sorties) 2 lcIay - 33 
High Day (Hours) 2 Nay - 37.2 

40 Haintenance: Eay Honthly .l\.verases 

Iurcraft AssiGned It 0 0 0 •• 0 oO' • Coo 06 0 0 0 0 o !II 19 
Average Aircraft on Board ...... 0 GO. 000 16 
Average Aircraft Available.,.o ••• o •••• 8 
Averaee Hours for Pircraft on Board ••• 4103 

Aircraft Transfered/rteceived: 

B~;o To/From Date 

152313 From VF-21 7 Hay 68 
152270 From VF-21 7 Nay 68 
151L~83 To VF .. 21 7 May 68 
152322 To VF-21 7 i·1ay 68 
152313 To Shoehorn l'mD 23 Hay 68 

Aircraft SUstaining Battle J)amage~ 

Incident No Date Damage nullo 

7-6GA L~ Hay 68 Bravo 152275 
t~-68G 5 Nay 68 Echo 148L~06 
5-68G 5 1-7ay 68 icho 152275 
6-68G 5 May 68 ~cho 152270 
45~681 11 May 68 .;.::cho 149449 
}.+6-68I 11 Nay 68 :0;cho 151012 
7~681} 23 if:ay 68 Echo 148l~o5 
Lr7-68I 25 piay 68 jj;cho 152270 
1.~8-681 25 Nay 68 .:2:cho 148M5 
b9-681 27 r::ay 68 :l:Cho 1522hS 
50-681 28 Fay 68 ~cho 152211 

h 

Side No 

l']EQ 15 
~JS-5 
~'JS~15 
":!S-B 
;:vs-6 
~~JS-18 
1)3-16 
:JS-B 
;;-,JS~16 
1jS-12 
ils-h 
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.5. Ordnance: r;ay lilh."Pendi tures by Type and Number 

~ 

lJ!k 81 2S01b SnakeJ~ Bomb 
~rk 82 5001b LID G.P. Bomb 
Nk 82 5001b Snakeye Bomb 
11k 11 7 L/)) G.2. Bomb 
Ek 7750mb l'Tapalm Bomb 
2.75inch F.F.A .U. c 

5inch ZUNI l:'ocket 
])-27 CEU 

Number 

1648 
35 

2586 
J.~95 
516 
166 

1291 
8 

Total Ordnance Pieces L02.ded ••• 0 ••••••••••• 7172 
Total Ordnance PiGces Y)rop~Jed/Shot ••••••••• 67)1-5 

Tote.l J:1ombs I,oadecl .•• 00 ••••••••••••••••••••• 51-!.85 
Total Bombs Dropped ••••••••••••••••••••• , •• 5288 

r.rotal Tonnage 0 II 0 0 Co 0 0 .. 0 II • " 0" .... '" .. " 0 0" .. 00 " 0 j) 0 oJ).0-9 .. 4. 
Total T.onnage (Zombs) ••••••••• " ••••••••••• 1327.2 

.I)rop Percentages •..•.••...•••.•..••.••••• c .96 .h.5~~ 
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Tons 

242.9 
9Q3 

740.0 
197.5 
13403 

31.9 
6:103 
3.2 
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