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Encls Y(1) Command Chronology for the month of September 1968

1, In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is heréby

submitted for the period 1=-30 September 1968,
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

Unitt Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323

Locations

Period: 1-30 September 1965

PART I - Organizational Data

l. Commsnder and Staff

NAMB EILLET

Don Jo SLER Commanding Officer
Daniel I. CARRCLL Executive Officer
Henry C.. IVY Operations Cfficer
Jeroms L. HESS S=1 2Adm1nistration)
James E. BIRDWELL S=4 (Logiatics
Charles R. PETTY S-4 (Logistics

Karl S. SMITH Maintenance Officer
Warren A, FERDINAND Maintenance Officer
John L. WENRICH Aviation Safety Officer
2. Task Organization and Data |

30 .

Organization

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323
Yarine Aireraft Group 13

1st Marine Aircraft Wing .

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Location

Chu Lai Air Base, Repudblic of Vietnam

Commanding Officer

Lieutenant Colonel Don J. SLEE

Aversge Monthly Strength

ae Marine Officers
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Chu Lai Air Bame, Republic of Vietnam

RANK

LtCol

Major
¥agjor
Captain
Captain
Captain
Major
Major
Captain

PERICD

1-30 Sep 68
1~30 Sep 68
1-30 Sep 68
1-30 Sep 68
1-19 Sep 68
20=30 Sep 68
1-16 Sep 68
17-30 Sep 68
1-30 Sep 68

Date of Office

16 May 1968 - Present

1) Naval AviatOrSeeesccccrcrcesecsscecessncees20

3

22 Raval Flight orficerBQOCo.noooooooéooo.ooonzo
Aviation Ground foicers........u.......... 5
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4. Tliaintenance: Uctober lMonthly Averages

Alreralt Assigned.oeaaé-ocuovooouoova.e 20
Mrycraft on Boardescsoccoccosscsvonocons 15
Mreraf't .[\Lvailﬂ.bleaooeoonoeooqoaacanno 12
ivg Tours for lircraft on Boardscesces 36,6

Mreraft Transferred/Recsived

0 To/sr om  Date
153036 VIPA-115/VIFA-323 2 Ot 68

Mreraft Sustaining Datile Damage

Cn 18 Cctober, B 150648, flown by Hojor D. I. CATRCLIL received minor
hattle domape. A small srms round, prohable .30 caliber, crezsed the wind-
screen couging only slisht damage. The aircraft returned to Chu Ioi without
further incident.

5. COrdnonce: Oetober expenditures by tyre and numher ng follows:

Lype Io Zonnaze
1K-31 2501b 3nckeye 893 129.03
IK-81 2501b In/Gv 179 33,76
'K-82° 5001b Snakeye ' 1652 - 440455
1XK-82 57°01b ID/GE . 535 132,04
Lav-34 (2.75"Rkt) Iods 93 19,82
IAU-104 (Buni) Tods 7 ' 3.7
IX-77 5001b Wepaln 324 ' 84.80
ME~117 7501% ID/GE . 292 128,40

Totel Stores Topnage -~ 972.30
Total Borb Tonnage - 943.74
Drop/Shot Rate = 97.5 &

4 Inclosure (1)
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b. Naval OfficerSeceececcecssccccosscsccoccene 1
ce Marine mlistedoaoooooo000000|010000000000223
d. Naval Enlistedeccccccessccocsscesssscscccee 0

4, Important Visitors to the Command

" a. Major Genersl ipjS, Commanding General, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing,
visited Chu Lai Air Base and the Marine Aircraft Group 13 ares during the
period 21-23 September,

PART IT - Nerrative Summary

During September VMFA-323 completed its fourteenth consecutive month of
combat operations. The squadron flew the highest number of sorties of any
unit in the Group. A total of 549 combat sorties were flown and these
flights dropped a total of 1212.6 tons of ordnance.

During the month, VMPA~323 spent seven (7) days on the Air-to-Ground
hot pad and seven (75 days on the Air-to-Air alerts. Also, the airborne
alert/CAP sorties which were begun in August were continued and provided
timely assistance with a short reaction time.

A notable achievement during the month was that, although the sortie
rate wea above average when compared to the monthly mean for the year, no
aircraft sustained battle damage. In fact, September marked the first

- calendar month of operation ip Vietnam without a single aircraft receiving
hits from enemy ground fire.

Some of the September highlight missions weres

Gn 7 September, LtCol. SLEE(pilot)/Capt. MIRPHY(RIO) and Capt. PETERSEN
(pilot)/1/Lt. MASSEY(RIO) flew a Cloge Air Support mission in support of the
Special Forces in Quang Tin Province. Their accurate delivery of MEK-81
Shakeye bombs and MK-77 Napalm resulted in the destruction of four (4)
bunkers, one (1) AX position, one (1) observation post and a suspected
mortar site.

On 19 September, Capt, HESS(pilot)/1/Lt. SIMPSON(RTO) and 1/Lt. VMURPHY
(pilot)/Capt. WENRICH(RIO) flew a Direct Air Support TPQ mission in support
of the Tth Marines, The flight destroyed three (5) bunkers and 100 meters
of trench line as well as being credited with four (4) enemy killed by air.

During the month of September the combined Squadron Battle Damage Asges-
ment received from controlling agencies was es followss

Fhemy Killed by AlTeceovecsesccossessseccssee 6
Secondary EKDIOSiOHSaoooo..oooQOOvoooooooqoooc 13
Secondary FireSecceosscoocococsesescossescsces 2
Mi.lita.ry StructureS.cecesccesseccssessscssene 69 Destroyed/ 4 D&mﬂged
.BunkerS..v-,.......-.....-r..-.---......-........119 Deﬂtroyed 17 Damged
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F‘ighting HOleSesesesssnseoensssenssasssssnsses 11 Destroyed

AA POSiti°n8¢.oooo-ouoooo-o-oooc.olmw.oo‘r.olo.oo. 1 Destroyed

Mortar Positionseecececscsesececssescocscsssccces 2 DestrOyed.
BridgeSoovooooooooooooo-oo.oooooo-ooo-oooooocoo l D&m&ged

ROB38e e sssesvesessscsscascssescssasessscsessse 1 Damaged
COVeTerosososonsocssssesnssssscssvstsvessnoncsne 1l DestroyEd

PricKS eseoseosscsossssssecesesnessssesssscssnioe 1 Destroyed/l Damaged-
Tranch Line.ooooooooooooo.uoooo.oooooooooooooo}54m Destroyed/lm Damaged

PART III - Significant Events

1.

2e

3

4.

5e

Personnels Joined Officer 10 Enlisted 13
Dropped Officer 3 Enlisted 32

Promotions Officer 3 Enlisted 3

Awardss Air Madels - 79
Meritorious Mast = 2

Adr Operations!

Total Combat Sorties.e.eess549 # Group/Other Pilotseeees 5

Total FlightSeeeeessseccees56d  Avg Gronp/Other Sorties..l3

Total Combat HOUXSeeesesses599e8  Avg Group/Other Hours...s15.0

Total Flight Hours.........615.l Avg NFO Strength......u.20

Avg Pilot Strength......u.ZO Avg NFO Hoursoooonooooooo2600

Avg Pilot Hms...-0000000002500 : High Day ESOrties).......19 Sep/27
Avg Pilot SortieScececccsee?d High D&y HourS)ooooooooll9 Sep/23.2

Maintenance: September Monthly Averasges

Aircraft ABSignedooooo-onoooooooooooozl

. Aireraft On BOa.rd.......'.............15

Aircraft Availa,'ble..u....4..‘.........14
Avg Hours for Aireraft On Board...eeedls0

Mreraft Transferred[Reoieved '

“BUNQ To/From | Date
152329 VMFA-115/VMFA-323 25 Sep 68
152213 VMFA-323 /TF-121 15 Sep 68

Airoraft Sustaining Battle Damage

Yone during the month,

Ordnances September expenditures by type and number as followss

Type : No Tonnage

MK—BI 2501b Snakeyeoooooooooooo'oooooooo 4940..0..0..-.. 59.0

m-el 2501b IID/GP...................... 104............ 13.5
HK-82 5001b Snakeye..........’o........o2636.u.........75§.1

3 Endlosure (1)
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Ordnance (Con'd)s

Type Ko Tonhage

MK-82 5001b I!D/G’Poo'ooo'ooooooootocoo08859000000t00-00000234,09
LAU-BA (2075" Rkt) POdS.oo»oorovono0000188000o‘o-ooooo_-oo'oo 3901
LAU-10A (Zuni) Poﬂ-ﬂooroo\mooooof-.wocooo. 81.-.............. }'6
HK-77 5001b Napa.lm..,.........q.o..._,236......».......».., 61.6
MK-].].? 7501b LD/GPooooo-noooo-o“oooo-001240ooooooo.o.o.ooo 4906

Total Stores Tonhage - 1212,6
Total Bomb Tonnage - 1171,0
Drop/Shot Rate - 99,1%
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