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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON-361
Marine Aircraft Group-l6
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO San Francisco, 96602

38JKT :rom
5750
034329%67

25 Nov 1967

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commanding Officer
To:  Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group-16 (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 - 15 November 1967, sutmission of

Ref: (a) M3O 5750,2
(b) Wg0 5750.1C
(c) Gru0 5750,1B
Encl: (1) HMM-361 Command Chronology, 1 = 15 November 1967

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is herewith
submitted.,

2, This letter is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosure (1).

D. M. WILSON
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 361
MARBLE MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY

1 NOVEMBER to 15 NOVEMBER 1967
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CONFIDENTTIAL
PART I

ORGANTZATIONAL DATA

1. Commgnder and Staff

Commanding Officer . LtCol. D. M. WILSON
Executive Officer . LtCols G. Ao PORTER
Operations Officer ' Maj. F. W. CRONE
Maintenance Officer - Maj. L. DELMORE IIT
Logisties Officer ' © Maj. Ge L. JOHNSON
Administrative Officer .~ 1stlte J. DRUCKER
Parsonnel Officer Capts We. Re GAGE

Intelligence Officer | Capts G« L. KERSEY

2. Inclusive Dates and location

1 - 15 NOVEMBER 1967: MARBLE MOUNTATN ATR FACILITY, Republic of Vietnem
3« Aversge Monthly Strength ‘

s | SW
OFF ENL % OFF ENL
JA] 152 | 1 0
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1 Nov:

2 Nov:

3 Nov:

3 Nov:

5 Nov:

6 Nov:

7 Novs

PART IT

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Lt. WOIDYLA's section took small arms fire while on a troop 1ift at
AT 989678 but the aircraft received no damags,

Capt. HEINLE's section hamled 8250 poumds of resupplies and 40 troops
in support of the lst MARDIV in 8./ hours without incident.

Lt. MURRAY took small arms fire while on a day medevac at AT 887525.
The Deadlock chase was hit but damage was not severe.

Lt. WOIDYLA received sniper fire vhile on a day medevac at AT 992609
but received no damege to the aircraft.

Capt. SIGLER's section took automatic weapons fire from BT 063645,
068648, 062648, 061645 while departing a night medevac zone but
took no hits.

Lt., CRUTCHER's division hauled 8500 pounds of resupplles and 95 troops
in support of operation Knox.

Maj. JOHNSON's section took sniper fire while on a night medevac at
AT 925528 but the aircraft received no hits.

LtCol. WILSON led. a 'flight of 9 HMM=361 aircraft and 8 HMM-363 air-
craft on an early morning strike in support of the 2nd Bn, 5th Marines,
1st MAR DIV during operation Essex. 420 troops were inserted without
incident.

Lte SABIN received 50 cal fire while on a troop lift at BT 004544 but
took no hits.

Capt. SCHIPPER took small arms fire at BT 055652 and Capt, COUNCIL
took small arms fire at BT 017574 without recelving damage to the alr-
oraft. Both were on mddevac missionse

Capt. GACE while on a resupply of Operation Essex took small amms fire
at AT 907387 and BT 004544 but received no damage to the aircraft.

Lt. CRUICHER, while on an emergency night medevac in support of Operation
Essex took heavy automatic weapons fire coming into the zone. The
aircraft received 18 - 20 hits wounding Lt. CRUICHER in the leg and the
gunner, GySgt, NOLAN, in the foot. Lt. CRUTCHER flew the aircraft safely
back to An Hoa. Both the pilot and gunner were evacuated to the lst

MED BN.

LtCols WILSON, while flying a day medevac took small arms and automatic
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8 Nov:

9 Nov:

10 Nows:

11 Nov:

12 Nov:

weapons fire at AT 995613 but the aircraft received no damage.

Capt. DELMORE's division hamled 5000 pounds of resupply, 130 troops,
and carried out 35 medevacs in support of Operation Essex.

the 7.5 hours of flying the division received mortor and sniper fire
at AT 905395 and AT 812448 but no hits were recorded.

Capt. SIGLER received small arms fire during the pickup of a day med-
evac at AT 909555 but the aircraft received no damage.

Maj. JOHNSON led a seven plane flight hauling 75 troops. The flight
received fire at AT 006601 from sutomatic weapons but no hits were
recorded.

LtCol. Wilson received sniper fire at BT 031618 uwhile on a day medevac
but the aireraft was not hit.

Capt. GOUNCIL received small arms fire on an emergency night medevac
but the aircraft received no hits.

Capt. BROWN, while flying day medevac, received small arms fire at
BT 037610 and BT 062646 but the aircraft received no hits.,

Capts HEINLE's section vwhile on a resupply to Operation Essex, hsuled
5350 pounds and flew out 15 medevacs in 7.6 hours of flying. The
section received automatic wespons fire at AT 950550 but neither
alrcraft were hit.,

Capt. DELMORE's section heuled 15,600 pounds of resupply, 67 passengers
and 9 medevacs in support of Operation Essex. In 8 hours of flying
Capt. DEIMORE's section flew 16 missions without inecident,

Capt. HEINLE's section hauled 16,000 pounds of resupply and 40 passengers
in 4.1 hours in support of Operation Essex.

Lt. MURRAY's section hauled 10,000 pounds of resupply, 60 passengers
and 20 medevacs in support of Operat:.on Dy¥ex in 8 hours of flying.

Lt. MURRAY received small arms fire at AT 895362 but neither aircraft
was hit.

Capt. BROWN while on emergency night medevac came under intense sutomatic

weapons fire upon entering the zone at BT 099659 but the aircraft was
not hit.

Capt. SCHIPPER's section hauled 9600 pounds of resupply, 68 passengers,
and 14 medevacs in support of Operation Essex in 8 hours of flying.

Capt. SCHIPPER received sniper fire at AT 923353 and the aircraft took
one hit.
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13 Nov: LtCol. WILSON led a 3 plane section that took part in Operation Foster
The section lifted 85 troops from 7th Marines into BT 894518 nnder
automatic and small arms fire but the aircraft received not hits,

14 Nov: The squadron did not fly at all due to the move out to the ship the
following day.
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1.

24

3.

be

5e

6.

PART III
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Personnel

a. Promotions: To LtCol. 1

To Majs 1l
To Sgte 1
be Joined and Dropped: 1 ~ Ground Officer - Dropped
15 = Enlisted = Joined
17 -~ Enlisted = Dropped

¢e Analysis:

(1) The menning level (8932) we rate 53 - 7561l's. We have On-Hand as
of the 15 November 38.

(2) According to the Manning Level the squadron rate 185 enlisted, as
of 15 November we had on~hand 152. The greatest shortage existing

in MOS 6332,
Awards
First Alr Medal Award 15
Casualties
1stLt. J. W, CRUTCHER 095375 6 Nov 1967

GySgt. K. M, NOLAN 1443314 6 Nov 1967

Intelligences Enemy activity concerning fire incidents during the period
1 - 15 November 1967 continued at a normal rate. There were a total of 18
aircraft shot at resulting in one aircraft taldng a total of 20 hits with
two casuglties. During this period the squedron participated in Operations
Essex and Foster in southern Quang Nam Province, supporting 2nd BN., 5th
Marines and 1st BN., 7th Marines respectively.

Special Overations. During the period 1-15 November 1967 the squadron
participated in operations Essex and Foster.

Air Opergtions

Total Flight Hours 512.0
Total Sorties Flown 1614
Total MEDEVAC 498
Totel Cargo Carried 6/ Tons
Total Passengers 1381
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8.

TLogistics
a. AOCP Resume:

(1) Total Submitted:
(2) Total Filled:
(3) Outstanding:

(4) Cancelled:

He ANFE Resume:
(1) Total Submitted:
(23 Total Filled:
(3) Outstanding:
(4) Cancelled:
¢e AV~GAS Resumes

21; Total Av~Gas Cost:
2) Gallons Utilized:

d, AV=0IL Resume:

(1? Total Av-0il Cost:
(2) Drims Utilized:

Maintenance. The HMM-361 maintenance effort during the period 1-15 November

®

160
118

34

$9,757 .66
56,398

0
0

was directed toward bringing all of the Squedron's 2/ aireraft into a
flyable status for deployment abosrd ship. This task was accomplished to
the degree that 21 aireraft were flown aboard and three aircraft which
incurred damage from enemy fire were left at Marble Mountain for repair.

Parts and personnel shortages continue, however our alrcraft availability
averages fourteen aireraft daily.
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PART IV

SUPPORT DOCUMENTS

None submitted for this perled.
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M&m MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON-361
Mardine Aircraft Croup-15 (Reim)
9th Marine Amphibieus Brigade, FMFPas
FPO San Fraucised’ 96602
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7 Dec 1967

CONFIDENTIAL.

Froms GCommanding Officer

Tos Commander, Task Group Sevenbty Nime Peint Four '

Subj: Cemmand Chrenoleogy for peried 16 = Nevember 1967, submission of

Ref: (a) MCO 57502 ]

Encls (1) HMM-361 Command Chwemology, 16 = 30 November 1967

. 1. In accordance with referemce (a), enclesure (1) is herewlth sulmitted.

2¢ This letter is downgraded te UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of emclosure ().

QM— W o

Do M. WILSON
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" ' COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON-361
USS IWo JIMA (LPH-2)

16 NOVEMBER to 30 NOVEMBER 1967

. : CONFIDEKRTIAL
1 Enclesure (1)

| DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

PART I

PART II
PART III
PART IV

INDEX
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
NARRATIVE SUMMARY
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
SUFPORTING DOCUMENTS
2 CONFIDENTTAL

Esclesure (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

‘ PART T

ORGANTZAT TONAL DATA

Commanding Officer LtCel. D. M. WILSON
Executive Officer LtCel. G. A. PORTER
Operations Officer Maj. F, W. CRONE
Maintenance Officer Maje. Lo DELMORE IIT
Irogistics Officer M'o‘ Ge L. J'OHNSON
Administrative Officer 1stlt. J. DRUCKER
Personnel Officer Capt, We. R, GAGE
Intelligence Officer Capte Go L. EKERSEY

.—?Wm

16 - 30 NOVEMBER 1967: USS IVWO JIMA (LPH-2), Republic of Vietmam

3s KL e Mo St th
‘ mSic sy
OFF ENL OFF ENL
45 152 1 3

3 CONFTDENT TAL
Enclosure (1)
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15 Nov:

16 Nov:

22 Novw:

23 HNov:

.l. New:

25 Novs

29 Nevs

PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The squadron moved frem Marble Meuntain Air Facility to the USS
Tup Jima (LPH-2). 21 out of 24 aireraft wers flown abeard the
ship. Two CH-53%'s frem HMM-/63 helped cemplete the 1lift without
incident.

The day was spent onleading the BLT 1/3 te the Iwe Jima from the
IPD, A flight of six plares flew 190 serties hauling 26,300 pounds
of gear and 456 passengers in J hours. Upon cempletien of the
onloading, day smd night ¢arrier qualifications were conducted to
clese out the first day at sea.

LtCel. PORTER led a division of four aircraft haulimg 17,100
pounds of carge and A0 passengers from the LPD-7 to the LPH-2
in 3 hours of flying. Night carrier qualifications were again
conducted.

16 aircraft laumched at 0620 te partieipste in a rehearsal for
Operation Ballistic Arch planned for the next day.

The strike was moved back 2 hours due to weather, One aircraft
spent the night at Phu Bai and two aircraft at Marble Mowmtain due
to mechanical difficulties leaving the squadren short of aircraft
and pilots for the strike.

1, aireraft lifted 468 troops of BLT 1/3 inte YD 298688 without
incident in 3 hours for the start of Gperation Ballistic Arche

"A 3 plame divisien led by Maj. JOHNSON hauled 17,300 pounds of
resupplies and 55 passengers in suppert ef Operation Balljistic
Arch in 3 hours of flying without incident.

Capt. CUNNINGHAM!s sectien hauled 5,500 pounds ef resupplies and
5 passengers im suppert of the 3rd MARDIV,.

A CONFIDENTTAL
Enclesure (1)
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| . | SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, Personnel
a« Promotion: To Capt. 1

PART ITT

be Analysis B

(1) According te the mamning level (8932) we rate 53 - 7561's. We have
on-hand as of the 30 November, 42 756175, :

(2) According to the mamming level the squadrom rate is 185 enlisted, -
as of 30 November we had on=hand 152. The greatest shortage exit-
ing in MOS 6332. _

e Intellirsences During the peried 16=30 Nsvember the squadron experienced
no enemy contact. Being in total support ef the BLT/SIF frags comsisted
rainly of administration and legistic type flights. Operation Ballistic
Arch commencing 2/ November and terminating 28 November ended with mo

, enemy contact. The squadren continues to suppert the lst Battalion, 3rd

Marines while they wait in reserve to assist, if needed, on Operation
Newton., Operation Newton consists of a sweep around Con Thien, and is
expected to meet heavy enemy coatact.

3. Seecigl Operations. During the peried 16=30 November 1967 the squadron
articlpated in operat:.ons Ballistic Arch and Newton.

Total Flight Hours 5239
Total Sorties Flown 1671
Total MEDEVAC 10
Total Cargo Carried 83 Tons
Total Passengers 1984 -
5« logistics
as AOCP Resume: _
(1) Total Sutmitteds 65
- (2) Total Filleds 38
. (3; Outstandings 26
(4) Cancelled: ' 1
| ’ ’ CONFIDENTTAL
. 5 Enclesure (1)
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be ANFE Resume:
. (1) Total Sulmitteds 29
(2) Total Filled: 16
(3) Sutstanding: 13
(4) Cancelled: 0

Ce AV=GAS Resume:

(1) Total Av=Gas Costs 37,3‘;53%35
(2) Gallons Utilized: 43,255

d. AV-OTL Resiume:

. (1; Total Av-041 Costs $276.,6.,
+ @ (2) Gallens Utilized: 728

6. Magintenance. On 15 Nevember HMM-361 depleyed abeard ship with 21 aire
craft having left three temporarily dewm aircraft amd six repairmen at
Marble Mountain Air Facility. Around the cleck maintemance was required to
bring the 21 aireraft inte a flyable status as persennel and part shertageg
contirue to hamper maintenance efferts. Twe of the three aireraft with their
crews were later flown aboard ship. Ome alreraft remains at Marble Moumtain
because of the extensive battle demage and shertage of partp to repair ite
Ship beard werking conditions are conwnien'lf‘; however, due the scatity
of shop and office spaces, maintenance areas are rather limited. Mointémance
wag able te supply the mecessary aircraft availfibility to support the
amphibious eperation cenducted during this peried. ‘

. é CONFIDENT TAL
Enclesure (1)
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. PART IV
SUPPORT DOCUMENTS
Nome sutmitted for this peried.

7 | GONFIDENTTAL
Enclesure (1)
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON=361
Marine Aircraft Group-15 (Rein)

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMFPac
FPO Sen Francisco, Galifornia 96602

3:JKT:rom

3480

03400168
SECRET-NOFORN 4 Jen 1%

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commander, Task Group Seven Nine Point Four

Subjs After Action Report, Ballistic Arch; submission of (U)
Ref: (a) Annex to CTG 79.4 Operation Plam 120867
Encl: zﬁi) Chronoclogy of Significant Events

(2) Analysis of Helicopter Operations

:XB) Statistics for Operation Ballistic Arch
(4) Statistics for Operations Newton and Kentucky

"1, In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (4) are

submitted.

2« This letter may be downgrade to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosures
(1) through (4).

De Mo WILSON

ENCLOSURE (3)

SECRET-NOFORN
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SECRET-NOFORN

INDEX .
ENCLOSURE. T CHROROGLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
ENCLOSURE II ANALYSIS OF HELICOPTER OPERATYONS
ENCLOSURE TIII STATISTICS FOR OPERATION.BALLISTIC ARCH
ENCLOSURE IV STATISTICS FOR OPERATIONS NEWTON .AND.

KENTUCKY

SECRET-NOFORN
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SECRET--NOFORN
CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
FOR OPERATION BALLISTIC ARCH

24 Nov 1967

At 0620, fourteen UH=34D helicopters commenced 1ifting elements of BLT
1/3 intoc IZ Robbin (YD 298688), The LZ, being more than adequate, was
quiet with no enemy fire.

By 0930H the entire 1if% was completed without incldent,

A detachment of four UB=1E's from TMO~6 logged 18.0 heurs flying TAC(A)
and. armed escort for the operation.

25 Nov 1967
Squadron aircraft were utilized flying resupply from LPH-2 to various

companies of the BLT, Other missions inciluded C & C and MEDEVACs, No
fire incidents were reported.

26 Nov 1967

Squadron aircraft flew the normsl resupply, C & C, MEDEVAC and administra-
tive missions. No fire ineidents were reported.

27 Nov 1967

The squadron flew regularly assigned missions in support of the BLT.
No fire incidents were reported.

SECRET-NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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ANALYSIS OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

SECRET--NOFORN

1. Genergl

Helicopter Operations were conducted from the USS Iwo Jima (LPH=2)
during the entire Ballistic Arch Operation. Most of the resupply was
conducted from the USS Clevelad (LPD-7Y., Weather had no sdverse effect
on the operation. Communication of helieopters was adequate to goode

2e Analg§is

a. Helicopter Utilization. The squadron helicopters weren’t utilized
to an extent to impose any excessive burden on the squadron.

b. Commmications and Coordination. The omly problems encountered in
commnications were due to unnecessary traffic om the nets and the obvious
inexperience of the radio operators on the groumd. The use of panseis
supplemented by smoke, proved satisfactory in the marking of landing zones.
However, there were occasions where given coordinates were 1000 to 2000
meters off intended landing zones and on one occasion the LZ was not up on
the assigned frequency.

co Operations of logistic Support Areg. There were no insurmountable
problems in coordinating locel resupply of the BLT.

d. Resupply of Companies. The only problem incurred during resupply
was finding the zones;, however, the zones selected were adequate.

3. Conclusiongs. The major 1lift went smoothly and efficiently without in-
cident. The zome selected could handle all traffic in and out at the same
time. The only minor problems were unecessary radio traffic, fmexperienced

radio operators on the ground and the use of wrong coordingtes for landing
Z0Nese

SECRET=NOFORN
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SECRET-NOFORN
STATISTICAL SUMMARY
OPERATION BALLISTIC ARCH
DATE SORTIES  PAX  C#RGD  MEDEVAC
2/, Nov 1967 180 468 0 0
25 Nov 1967 72 . 64 9950 3
26 Nov 1967 32 33 3500 1
27 Nov 1967 50 78 300 0
TOTAL 334 643 13,750 4

Noe. aircraft hit by enemy fire

No. fire incidents

No. alrcraft damanged or destroyed Operationally
No. personnel wounded in action

No. personnel killed in action

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET.-NOFORN
STATISTICAL SUMMARY
OPERATION NEWTON/KENTUCKY
DATE SORTIES  PAX ~ CARGO MEDEVAC HOURS
29 Nov 1967 60 20 20,000 é 271
30 Nov 1967 52 32 10,000 0 9.6
3 Dec 1967 9% 148 9,500 4 19.0
4 Dec 1967 171 163 36,600 4 4549
5 Dec 1967 108 141 75400 12 31,8
6 Dec 1967 132 69 364500 12 36.0
7 Dec 1967 4 0 0 2 1.3
8 Dee 1967 129 95 32,200 L 42.1
9 Dec 1967 9 22 1,500 7 274,
10 Dec 1967 49 40 14,000 13 13.8
11 Dee 1967 26 0 0 16 8.4,
12 Dec 1967 10 17 700 3 11.3
14 Dec 1967 112 138 21,800 2 3005
15 Dec 1967 20 13 4"700 2 8.8
16 Dec 1967 141 172 40,500 14 4301
17 Dee 1967 59 86 75700 5 174
18 Dec.1967 82 69 21,600 2 235
19 Deéd 1967 58 % 15,900 0 1605
20 Dec 1967 50 52 10,200 0 19.1
SECRET-.NOFORN
1 Enclosure (4)
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21 Dec 1967
22 Dec 1967
23 Dec 1967
2/, Dec 1967
25 Dec 1967
26 Dec 1967
27 Dee 1967

82
18
68
59
L5
3

100
25
43
54,
L6

@

8,400 0
14,400 1
20,300 0
15,100 0

3,300 0

5,100 0

8,200 0

55100 0

- €MD D W S O™ MO T OEY OND GED Omo G mEe eme Omo G WK DD M0 WD OO MED e OIN O e eow e Em M R o0

1741

No. aircraft hit by enemy fire
No. fire incidents
No. aircraft damaged or destroyed Operationally

No. personnel wounded in action

No. personnel killed in action

370,700 Lbs 111

SECRET=NOFRON
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