
 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON-361 
Marine Aircraft Group-16 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Flftac 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group-16 (Attn: 5-3) 

3:JKT:rom 
5750 
03A32967 
25 Nov 1967 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 - 15 November 1967, submission of 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750.2 
(b) WgO 5750.1C 
(c) GruO 5750.1B 

Encl: (1) HMM-361 Command Chronology, 1 - 15 November 1967 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is herewith 
subnitted. 

2$ This letter is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosure (1). 

O~.u!Jlw---
D. M. WILSON 
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1. Commander and Starf 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 
Maintenance Officer 
Logistics Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Personnel Officer 
Intelligence Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

• 

LtOo1. D. M. WILSON 
LtCol. G. A. PORTER 
Maj. F. W. CRONE 
Maj. L. DELHORE III 
Maj. G. L. JOHNSON 
lstLt. J. DRUCKER 
Capt. W. R. GAGE 
Capt. G. L. KERSEY 

2. Inclusive Dates and Location 

1 - 15 NOVEMBER 1967: MARBLE }10UNTAIW AIR FACILITY, Republic of Vietnam 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

m 
152 

OFF -1 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1 Nov: Lt. VlOIDYLA' ~ section took small arms fire while on a troop lift at 
AT 989678 but the aircraft received no damage;. 

2 Nov: Capt. HEINLE's section hauled 8250 pm.mds of resupplies and 40 troops 
in support of the 1st MARDIV in 8.4 hours without incident. 

Lt. HURRAY took small arms fire while on a day medevac at AT SS7525. 
The Deadlock chase was hit but damage was not severe. 

Lt. WOIDYLA received sniper fire while on a day medevac at AT 992609 
but received no damage to the aircraft • 

.3 Nov: Capt. SIGLER's section took automatic veapons fire from BT 06.3645, 
0686.4$, 062643, 061645 while departing a night medevac zone but 
took no hits • 

.3 Nov: Lt. CRUTCHER's division hauled 8500 pounds of resupplies and 95 troops 
in support of operation Knox. 

5 Nov: Maj. JOHNSON's seotion took sniper fire vhile on a night medevac at 
AT 925528 but the airoraft reoeived no hits. 

6 Nov: LtCol. WILSON led.'a·fiight of 9 HMM-.361 aircraft and 8 HMM-.36.3 air­
craft on an early morning strike in support of the 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, 
1st MAR DIV during operation Essex. 420 troops vere inserted without 
incident. 

Lt. SABIN reoeived 50 oal fire vhi1e on a troop lift at BT 004544 but 
took no hits. 

Capt. SCHIPPER took small arms fire at BT 055652 and Capt. COmmIL 
took small arms fire at BT 017574 without receiving damage to the air­
or.m't. Both were on medevac missions. 

Capt. GAGE while on a resupply of Operation Essex toolc small arms fire 
at AT 907381 and BT 004544 but reoeived no damage to the aircraft. 

Lt. CRUTCHER, while on an emergency night medevac in support of Operation 
Essex took heavy automatic weapons fire coming into the zone. The 
aircraft received 18 - 20 hits wounding Lt. CRUTCHER in the leg and the 
gunner l GySgt. NOLAN, in the foot. Lt. CRUTCHER fie,., the aircraft safely 
back to An Roa. Both the pilot and gunner were evacuated to the 1st 
MED EN. 

7 Nov: LtCo1. WILSON, while flying a day medevac took small arms and automatio 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

weapons fire at AT 995613 but the aircraft received no damage. 

Capt. DELMORE's division hauled 5000 pounds of resupply, 130 troops, 
and carried out 35 medevacs in support of Operation Essex. During 
the 7.5 hours of flying the division received mortar and sniper fire 
at AT 905395 and AT 812448 but no hits were recorded. 

8 Nov: Capt. SIGLER l'eceived small arms fire during the pickup of a day med­
evac at AT 909555 but the aircraft received no damage. 

Maj. JOHNSON led a seven plane flight hauling 75 troops. The flight 
received fire at AT 006601 from automatic weapons but no hits were 
recorded. 

LtCol. Wilson received sniper fire at BT 031618 ~e on a d~ medevac 
but the aircraft was not hit. 

Capt. COUNCIL received small arms fire on an emergency night medevac 
but the aircraft received no hits. 

9 Nov: Capt. BROWN, while flying day medevac, received small arms fire at 
BT 037610 and BT 06264h but the aircraft received no hits. 

Capt. HEINLE's section while on a resupply to Operation Essex, hauled 
5350 pounds and flew out 15 medevacs in 7.6 hours of flying. The 
section received automatic weapons fire at AT 950550 but neither 
aircraft were hit. 

10 Nov: Capt. DELMORE's section hauled 15,600 pounds of resupply, 67 passengers 
and 9 medevacs in support of Operation Essex. In 8 hours of flying 
Capt. DELMORE's section flew 16 missions ldthout incident. 

11 Nov: Capt. HEINLE's section hauled 16,000 pounds of resupply and 40 passengers 
in 4.1 hours in support of Operation Essex. 

Lt. MURRAY's section hauled 10,000 pounds of resupply, 60 passengers 
and 20 medevacs in support of Operation ~ex in 8 hours of flying. 
Lt. MURRAY received small arms fire at AT 895362 but neither aircraft 
was hit. 

Capt. ERmIN while on emergency night medevac came under intense automatic 
weapons fire upon entering the zone at BT 099659 but the aircraft was 
not hit. 

12 Nov: Capt. SCHIPPER's section hauled 9600 pounds of resupply, 6B passengers, 
and 14 medevacs in support of Operation Essex in B hours of flying. 
Capt. SCHIPPER received sniper fire at AT 923353 and the aircraft took 
one hit. 
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13 Nov: Ltcol. WILSON led a 3 plane section that took part in Operation Foster 
The section lifted S5 troops :from 7th Marines into BT 89451S under 
automatic and small arms fire but the aircraft reoeived not hits. 

14 Nov: The squadron did not fly at all due to the move out to the ship the 
follol-ling day. 
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PART III 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel 

2. 

3. 

a. Promotions: To LtCol. 1 
To Maj. 1 
To Sgt.. 1 

b. Joined and Dropped: 1 - Ground Officer - Dropped 
15 - Enlisted - Joined 
17 - Enlisted - Dropped 

o. Analy'sis: 

(1) The manning level (8932) va rate 53 - 7561 f s. 'We have On-Hand as 
of the 1; November 3S. 

(2) According to the Manning Level the squadron rate 185 enlisted, as 
of 15 November we had on-hand 152. The greatest shortage existing 
in Jo.1OS 6332, 

Awards 

Firat A1.r Medal. AWard 15 

Casualties 

lstLt. J. 'W. CRUTCHER 095375 e Nov 1967 
GySgt. K. M. NOLAN J44JJJ4 6 Nov 1967 

4. Intelligence. Enemy activity ooncerning fire incidents during the period 
1 - 15 November 1967 continued at a normal rate. There 'Were a totaJ. of IS 
aircraft shot at resulting in one aircraft taldng a total of 20 hits with 
two casualties. During this period the squadron participated in Operations 
Essex and Foster in southern Quang Nam Province, supporting 2nd BN., 5th 
Marines and 1st BN., 7th Marines respectively. 

5. Speoial Operations. During the period 1-15 November 1967 the squadron 
participated in operations Essex and Foster. 

6. Air Operations 

Total Flight Hours 
Total Sorties Flo'Wn 
Total MEDEVAC 
Total Cargo Carried 
Total Passengers 

512.0 
1614 
498 

64 Tons 
1381 
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7. Logistics 

a. AOCP Reaume: 

(l) Total Submitted: 
(2) Total Filled: 
(3) Outstanding: 
(4) Cancelled: 

b. ANFE Resume: 

(1) Total Subnitted: 
(2~ Total Filled: 
(3 Outstanding: 
(4) Cancelled: 

c. AV-GAS Resume: 

~l~ Total Av-Gas Cost: 
2 Gallons Utilized: 

d. AV-OIL Resume: 

(l~ Total Av-Oil Cost: 
(2 DrUms Utilized: 

DECLASSIFIED 

160 
US 

5 
34 

41 
25 
14 

2 

$9,757.66 
56,39S 

o 
o 

8. MaintenAAce. The HMU-36l maintenance effort during the period 1-15 November 
was directed toward bringing all of the Squa.dron t s 24 airoraft into a 
f1ya.ble status for deployment aboard ship. This task 'Was accomplished to 
the degree that 21 airoraft were flown aboard and three aircraft which 
incurred damage from enemy fire were left at Marble Mountain for repan'. 
Parts and personnel shortages continue, however our aircraft availability 
averages fourteen airoraft dailye 
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PART IV 

SUPPORT DOCUMENTS 

None submitted for this period. 
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Frcmt: G'eJlllDB.D.dil1g O:t'ficer 
To:! Oe:mma:mde:t'g Task Group Seveai-y Nm. P~:iRt F0tn" 

.3gJET ::l'\m. 
57f;O --
O~!lU67' 
7 Dec 1967 

Subj: Oemma:nd ObrenQlogy ft:l:t:' peri@d. 16 ... 30 NeTamber 196'1, submissiol'l or 

Ref: (a) MeO 57500 2 

Encl:: (1) HMM...361 Cel1Illlaltd ~2iolo~l) 16 GO 3Q Nevember 1967 

e 10 In accoroBllce with reference (a) I e:acl.o~e. (1) is here:tdth. aubrdtted'. 

2. This letter is dc:rwngraded te UNCLASSIFIED UJWll removal .r enclosure (1). 

e 
e 

Q~.J~ 
D 9 M.. W'IlSON 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DAT' 

N.ARRATIVE SUMMAR! 

SIGIlFICm EVENTS 
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PART r 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

OMmlandilllg.Offioer 
EXecutive Offioer 
Operatisns Offioer 
MahteltSllCe Offioer 
Logistics Officer 
Admjnistrative Officer 
PersGnae1 Offioer 
IntelligeBoe Offioer 

1m oJ ])fdtV8 Dates. and Itgcaticm 

Ltool. D. M. WILSON 
Ltcol. G. A. PORTER 
Maj. F. W. CRONE 
Maj. Ii. DELMORE In 
Maj.. G. L. JOHNSON 
lstLt. J. DRUCKER 
O'ap1t. W. R. GAGE 
Oapt. G. L. KERSEY 

1~ - 30 NOVEMBER 1~7: USS!WO JIM! (LP&..2), RepUblio of Vietlo.am 

Average· ,Mc1tb17 Strepg:th 

m 
45 

!!Ie 
152 

OFF 
T 

., 
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15 Nov: 

PARI' II 

NAlUUTIVE SUMMARY 

The SquadrOD mOTed from Marble .MountainAir Facility to the USS 
Iwe .Tima (LPK..2h 21 eut of 24 aircraft 'Ilere flow aboard the 
shipe Two CR...53 , s from BMM-463 helped oomp1ete the 1i£t without 
incident. 

Tbeday 'IoTas spemt onloading the BLT 1/3 tEl the Iv, Jima :from the 
LPrl~ I. flight of six p1aaes new 190 sorties haulilag 2£I~'300 poumds 
of gear amd 456 passengers in 4 hours. Upon eQmpletion of the 
eD1eadiJlg, da;y dd l'light carrier' qualif'ieatiolls were cGnducted te 
el.se out the first d~ at sea. 

Ltc.I. PIRTER led a divisielt of f()ur" drerafthaulhg 1't,100 
pounds of car~ and 40 passengers from the LPJ)..7 to the LPH.-2 
in '3 hoUr'S of £'lying. Night carrier qualif'icatios were again 
conducted. 

16 aircraft launched at 0620 t. participate in • rehearsal for 
lperation ~a11istic Arehplanned, for the next da;y. 

The strike was moved back 24 hours due to weather. One aircraft 
spe:m.t the l!ight at Phu ltd 8J1d two aircraft at Marble li>lll1tah due 
te mechanieal di.ff'ieul ties leaving the squadron short of aircraft 
and pllets for the strike'. 

~ Nov: 14 aircraft lifted 468 troops of BLT 1/3 into ID 2986SS without 
• incident in 3 hours for the starl of Operation, Balli stie Arch. 

25 NOT~ • A 3 plaJle division led by' Maj. J$HNSc)N hauled 17~ 300 peunr'4 s ef 
resupplies tmd 55 passellgers in suppert of eperatiol1 Ballistic 
Arch in 3 hours er £lyiltg. without i:neident. 

z::; Nov: Capt. CUNNINGHAM's sectien hauled 5,500 pounds ef resupplies al1d 
5 passemgersiB support ef the 3rd MARDIV. 

e 
e 
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PART III 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

a' .,' 

1. PersoMel 

a. Promotiong To Capt. 1 

b. Analysis: 

(1) Accerding te the mamling level (~32) we rate 53 - 7561's& We have 
on-hand as of the 30, November, 42 7561' S'. 

(2) AcC0rding to the mal'lning level' the squadron rate is It!5 enlisted, 
as of .30 Novem.ber 'We had on-hand 1;2. The greatest shortage exit­
ing in MOS 6332. 

Intelligem.ee. During the perbd 16-.30 November the squadron experienced 
no enenw contact. :Being in wtal support of theBLT/SJ2 frags consisted 
mainly Qf ad.milrlstration and legis tic type flights. Operation Ballistic 
.A.rch commencing 24 November and teDdJ!tatiJ1g 28 NOYember ended With no 
eneJlY3' contact. The squama continues tosu.,Pport the 1st l!3attalion, 3rd 
Marines while they wait in reserve to assist, if needed, on On~rati(l)n 
Newton. Operation Newton consists of a sweep areund Con, Thien, and is 
expected to meet heavy enemy co~tact. 

3. Seecial Operations., During the, pe:dQd 16.-30 November 1967 thesquadr0lt, 
participated in operations Ballistic Arch sad Newton. 

ft· Air Operations 

Total Flight Hours 
Total Sorties Flown 
Total MEDEV.AC 
Tetal Cargo Carried 
Total Passengers 

52,3.9 
1671 ' 
10 
8.3 Tons 
1984 . 

5. Logistics 

a. AOOP Resume g 

(1) Total Subdtted: 65 ' 
(2) Total Filled: 38 
(3) f>utstandiRg2 26 
(4) Cancelledg 1 

e 
e 
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b. !NFE 1tesume: 

(1) Tetal SUbmitted!! 
(2) Total Filled: 
(3) tutstaltding! 
(4) Can.oelled: 

o. AV-GAS 1lesume: 

(1) Total Av-Gas Cost I 
(2) Gallons Utilized: 

d. AV-EnL Resume: 

(l~ Total Av_m~' C~st~ 
(2 Gall<ms Utilized: 

DECLASSIFIED 

29 
16 
13 
o 

$7, 35Jb5 
43,255 

$27tJ~64 
72S 

'6. Maiatengce. On 15 f~ovember HMM.-36l deployed abeard ship with 21 ~' 
oraft having left three temporarily down airoraft altd six repairmen at 
Marble M&untili Air Facili t:f. Around the cloek maintellal10e :was required to 
bring the 21 aireraf't into a flyable status as personnel and part shortages 
oont:ltme to hamper maintenanoe efforts. Two sf the three airoraf't with their 
crews were later new aboard ship. he aircraft remains at Marble MBunta:t. 
beoause of the extensive battle damage altd sbortage of part, to repair it." 
Ship beard working cOllditio:n.s are oo:nveniei11~ howeve~~ due to the soatity 
of shop 8l!I.d "offioe spaces, mailtteD.a:nee areas are '!'ather lim1telt. MR.imtenance 
vas able t. supply the neoessary aircraft avaiU.bility·tosup~l"tth~ 
amphibious operatio:n oonducted during this. period. 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDEmUL 

hol.sure (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

, 
COMDEN':rIAL 

PARr IV 

SUPPORT DOCUMENTS 

NeJle submitted for this perl.ede 
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DECLASSIFIED 

MARINE MEDItJM HELICOPTER SQUADRON"'361 
Marine Aircraft Group-15 (Rein) 

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMFPao 
FPO San Francisco SJ a alifornia 96602 

From: Commanding Officer , 
To: Commander, Task Group Seven Nine Point Four 

3:JRT:rom 
3480 
O:3Aoo46S 
4 Jan 19p5 

Subj:: After Action Report, Ballistic Arch; submission of eU) 

Ref: (a) Annex to eTG 7~e4 Operation Plan 12D~7 

Encl: dl) Chronology of Significant Events 
(2) Analysis n~ Helicopter Operations 

~3) Statistics for Operation Ballistic Arch 
(4) Statistics for Operations Newton and Kentucky 

. 10 In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (4) are 
submitted • 

2. This letter may be downgrade to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosures 
(1) through (4). 

D. M. WILSJN 

ENCLOSURE (J) 
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ENCLOSURE I 

ENCLostJR'E II 

ENCLOSURE In 

ENCLOSURE IV 

DECLASSIFIED 

cmRONOGLOGY OF SIGNlFICANT EVE:w,rS 

ANALYSIS OF. JIELIOOPl'ER OPERATIONS 

STATISTICS FOR OPERATION~J3ALLISTIC ARCH 

STATISTICS FOR OPERATIONS NEWTON AND 
KENTUCKY 
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24 Nov 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

OHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
FOR OPERATION BALLISTIO ARCH 

At 0620, fourteen ua-'4D helicopters commenced lifting elements of BLT 
1/3 into LZ Robbin (I'D 29S(88) 0 The LZ~ beiJlg more than adequate, 'Was 
quiet with no. enemy rire~ 

By 0930H the entire lift va.s -c-Glllpleted w1tho'll:iP incident. 

A detachment of four UH-lEl s from VMO-6 logged IeeO hours flying TAC(A) 
and armed. escort for the operatio~. 

25 Nov 196,( 

Squadron a.i:rera.f't were utilizedf1y.:tng :resupply from LPH.-2 to various 
companies of the 13LTo Other missions included C & C and MEDEVACs o No 
fire incidents were reportede 

A6 Nov 1967 

Squadron aiJ:'eraft flew the nomel reaupplYll C & 0, MEDEV'AC and administra­
tive missions. No fire ineiqents were reportede 

27 Noy 1967 

The squadron flew regularly assigned missions in support of the BLT e 

No tire incidents were reported. 
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4It ANALYSIS OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS 

• 

1.. Gener<y' 

Helicopter Operations were conducted from the USS Two Jfma (LPH-2) 
during the entire Ballistic Arch Operation" Most of the resupply was 
conducted from the USS Cleveland {LPD-7)'o Weather had no adverse effect 
on the operation. Communication of helicopters was adequate to good .. 

2" Analysis 

ae Helicopter Utilization. The squadron helicopte~s werenVt utilized 
to an extent to impose any e~essive burden on the squadron. 

b. CoIlllllllnications and Coordination" The only problems encountered in 
communications were due to unnecessar,y traffic o.a the nets and the obvious 
inexperience of the radio operators on the ground. The use of panels 
supplemented by smoke, proved satisfactory in the marking of landing zones. 
ffoweverp there were occasions where given coordinates were 1000 to 2000 
meters off intended landing zones and on one occasion the LZ was not up on 
the assigned frequenc1c 

c.. Operations of logistic Support AT>ea.. There were no insurmountable 
problems in coordinating local resupply of the ELTa 

de Resupply of Companies" The only problem incurred during resupply 
was finding the zones9 however, the zones selected were adequatee 

3.. Conclusionse The major lift went smoothly and efficiently without in­
cident. The zone selected could handle all traffic in and out at the same 
time. The only minor problems were unecessa.ry radio traffic, !inexperienced 
radio operators on the ground and the use of 'Wrong coordinates for landing 
zones .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

SlOCfRET_NOFORN 

Enclosure (2) 



<~ 

e 

" 

• 

DECLASSIFIED 

• SECRET-NOFORN 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

OPERATION BALLISTIC ARCH 

~ SOR'l'lES ~ Q&iQQ MEDEVAC 

24 Nov 1967 1SO 468 

25 Nov 1967 72 64 

26 Nov 1967 32 .3.3 

Zi Nov 1967 50 78 

TOTAL 334 643 

No. aircraft hit by enemy fire 
No. fire incidents 

0 

9950 

3500 

300 

l3~750 

NOe aircraf't damanged or destroyed Operationally 
No. personnel wounded in action 
No.. personnel killed :in action 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 
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HOURS 

,u,,2 

32,,8 

11.4 

15eO 

100.4 

None 
NlOne 
None 
None 
None 
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e STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

OPERATION NEWTON/KENTUCKY 

1lA'!! SORTIES E!L ~ MEDEVAC 1!Qlll!§ 

29 Nov 1967 60 20 20 11000 6 21 .. 1 

" 
30 Nov 1967 52 32 1011000 0 9.6 

3 Dec 1967 94 14S 9l)500 4 19.0 

4 Dec 1967 171 163 .36\)600 4 45.9 

5 Dec 1967 108 lS1 7,400 12 3l-~g 

6 Dec 1967 132 69 36j!500 14 .36 eO 

7 Dec 1967 4 0 0 2 1.3 

8 Dec 1967 129 95 32p200 4 42 .. 1 

9 Dec 1967 96 22 1$1500 7 27.4 

• 10 Dec 1967 49 40 149000 13 13 .. 8 

11 Dec 1967 26 0 0 16 8G4 

- 12 Dec 1967 10 17 700 3 11.3 

14 Dec 1967 112 138 211)800 2 30,,5 

15 Dec 1967 20 13 4~?OO 2 SeS 

16 Dec 1967 141 172 40,;00 14 4361 

17 Dec 1967 59 86 7j!700 5 17e4 

IS Dec.1967 82 69 2.19600 2 23 .. 5 

19 Dec 1967 5S 96 1511900 0 1665 

20 Dec 1967 50 52 101'200 0 19.1 
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21 Dec 1967 82 100 8p400 0 26e4 

22 Dec 1967 18 25 149400 1 16.7 

23 Dec 1967 68 43 20 l) 300 0 13.4 

24 Dec 1967 59 54 15,100 0 200 8 

25 Dec 1967 45 46 39 300 0 1302 

26 Dec 1967 36 16 5p100 0 12.0 

?!l Dee 1967 26 24- 8,200 0 5.8 

28 Dec 1967 26 20 5p100 0 5.4 

--~-----~~---------------~-----------
TOTAL 1803 1741 370,700 Lbs 111 

No. aircraft hit by enemy fire 
\-

NO e fire incidents 
No .. aircraft damaged or destroyed Operationally 
NOI .. personnel wounded in action 
No.. personnel killed in action 

2 
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546.3 

3 
14 

2 
2 
o 
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