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From: Commanding Officer ‘
To: Commander, Task Group Seventy Nine Point Four

Subj: Command Chronology; Submission of

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) CTG 79.L4 ltr 3:PJM: ilm over 5750 dtd 5 April 1967

Encl:v/kl) Command Chronology for the period 28 June 1967 to 31
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ls In accorddnce with references (a) and (b), encloswe (1) is
submitted,

2., This letter is down graded to unclassified upon removal of
enclogure (1),
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 COMMAND CHEONOLOGY
MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 362
28 June - 31 July 1967
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

’ (c) 1 Organlzatlonal Data:
R ' “Reportlng Unit’

Location

Reporting '
Commanding - Offlcer
Executive Officer-
Operations Officer
Adm;nlstratlve ‘Officer
Intelllgence Offlcer
Logistics Officer  °
A/C Maintenance Officer
Aviatlion ‘Safety Offlcer
Flight Surgeon

2e Task Organization and Unit Location:

HMM—362

SLF, USS Okinawa

28 June 67 to 31 July 1967
N. Jn Kapetan, LtCOJ-, USMC

'LO J- Flmgm, Maj, USMC

Jo A, BABRY,M3j, USHC .

To Eo FlSh, MBJ IISMC o "

De Ks Kawalek, lstLt. USMC

W. T Hewes, Maj, USMC' =
E. H, Modgelewsld, Maj, USMG
Hj Ao Ma(keever, MB.J, USMU

W' F- Devee, Lt, *USN -

HAG-15 (Rein), 9th MAB, SLF, UsS Okcinawa * '
26 June to 31 July 1967 - :
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PART I1

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During this period, HMM-362, located aboard the USS Okinawa, was
under operational control of the Third Marine apmphibious Force. The
Primary activities during this period were administrative and logistic
flights in support of Task Group 79.4 and d@irect support of Operations
"Bear Claw/Buffalo/Hickory II and Beacon Guidel

PART 111

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

28 June 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 25.7
Sorties 127
Fire Incidents 0]

Comments: On load of Squadron

29 June 1967 - (S) Flight Time 0.3
Sorties 2
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Flying was limited to two test flights.
' 30 dunp 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 1.8
Sorties 545
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Time was logged flying day and night carrier

qualifications
1 July 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 1418
Sorties 492 in routine support of TG 79%L
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Routine administrative flights and practice
carrier landings,

2 July 1967 - (8) Flight Time 6.7
Sorties 8
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Routine Administrative flights

3 July 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time 9946

Sorties 682
Fire Incidents 1
Hit Incidents 0 '

Comments: Landed BLT in LZ Hawk (YD 1L6693)
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L July 1967 -

8 July 1967 =

6.July 1967 ~

7 July 1967 =

8 July 1967 ~

9 July 1967 =

10 July 1967 -

- DEGLASSIFIED

L =

(s) Flight Time 68,3

Serties 181 in suppert of TG 79.4

Fire Incidents 0 ‘

Corments: Continued support of Operationh Bear Claw/Buffalo

(s) Flight Time 6549

Sorties 187 in support of TG 79.4

Fire Incidents 0 .
Corments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo

Sorties 170 in support of TG 79.L
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Continued support of Operations Bear Claw/Buffalo

(S) Flight Time 5Le8 .

Sorties 161 in support ef TG 79%.4
Fire Incidents 1

Hit Incidents 1

Casualties 0

Corments: Continued support of Operations Bear Claw/Buffalo

{s) Flight Time 61,9
Sorties 179 in support of TG 79.k4
Fire Incidents 1

Hit Incidents 1

Gasualties 1l

Comments: Continued suppert of Operation Bear Glaw/Buffalo,
8ix aireraft were hit by schraprnel fram mortars
while in refueling pits at Dong Ha resulting in
1 minor injury, ‘

{s) Flight Time 35.7

Sorties 113 in support of TG 79.4

Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo

(s) Flight Time 29.0
Sorties 101 in support of TG 75.L4
Fire Incidents 1
Casualties 2

Comments: Continued support of Operations Bear Claw/ Buffalo.
One aircraft received schrapnel hits while on
night med-evac stand-by at Dong Ha, Two crew
members were wounded,
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11 July 1967 -~

12 July 1967 ~

® o
DECLASSIFIED

(S) Flight Time 21,8

Sorties : 62 in support of TG 79.L

Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo

(S) Flight Time 2.5 ,
Sorties 62 in support of TG 79.4
Fire Incidents 0

. Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo

13 July 1967 ~

U July 1967 -

15 July 1967 =

16 July 1967 -

17 July 1%67 -

18 July 1967 -

19 July 1967 -

(S) Flight Time  37.5

Sorties 81

Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo

(8) Flight Time 20,7
Sorties 52 in support of TG 79U
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo

(S) Flight Time 27.2

Sorties 88 in support of TG 79.4

Fire Incidents 0 :

Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear ClawfHickory II

(s) Flight Time  25.6

Sorties Ll in support of TG 79.h4

Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Hickory IX

(S) Flight Time 15,2

Sorties - ' 33 in support of TG 79.4
Fire Incidents 1
Hit Incidents )

Comments: Continued support of‘Operation'Bear ClaW/Hinkgry 1T

(8) Flight Time  26.6

Sorties 22 in support of TG 79.4

Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Administrative and Instrument time logged,

(S) Flight Time 13.6

Sorties . 35 in support of TG 9.4
Fire Incidents 0 o ,
Comments: Administrative flights in Phu Bai area
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20 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time  3Le6

21 July 1967 =
22 July 1967 -
23 §uly 1967 -
2y Juy 1967 -

25 July 1967 -

Sorties 81 in support of TG 79.L
Fire Inc¢idents 0
Comments: Administrative flights in Phu Bai area

(S) Flight Time  105.4
Sorties i2l in support of TG 79.L
Fire Incidents 9]

Comments: Initial Strike of Operatlon Beacon Guide

(8) Flight Time 32.8
Sorties 105 in support of TG 79.L
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Beacon Gulde

(S) Flight Time  31.1
Sorties 105 in support of TG 79.4
Fire Incidents 0

Commentis: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide

(S) Flight Time  2L.L
Sorties 81 in support of TG 79.L
Fire Incidents

Comments: Continued support of Operatlon Beacon Guide

(8) Flight Time  34.0
Sorties 168 in support of TG 79.4
Fire Incidents

"”Comments' Cont inued éupport of Operation Beacon Guide

26 July 1967 -

(s) Flight Time L B6 -
Sorties ' 195 in’ support of TG 79,1
Fire Incidents

| "Comments- Continued support of Operatlon Beacon Guide

27 July 1967 ~

28 July 1967 -

(8) Flight Time 254 ,
Sorties 109 in support of TG 79k

Fire Incidents .0

Gomments: Continued support of Operatlon Beacon

(S) Flight Time hl.
Sorties = ‘ 138 in’ support of TG 797
Fire Incidents

“Comments. Continued support of Operation Beacon
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29 July 1967 ~ (S) Flight Time  126,2°
Sorties | . 482 in support of TG 79.k
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide
Strike from (2ZD 138018), (ZD 163068) and
(2D 149033) to (YD 99613k).

30 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time = 82.8

Sorties 32l a» sguadron pariicipated in back
load of BLT
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Bmergency back load from "Beacon Guide" area

31 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 16,7

Sorties . 39 in routine support TG 79.4
Fire Incidents 0

Comments: Administrative flights in Dong Ha area
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OPERATTONAL STATISTICS

28 June ~ 31 July 1967
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MARTNE ifDTU HALICOPTIR SQUADION-362
Marine Aircraft Croupel5

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, {(Rein)

FPO San Jranciscc, California, 96602

3:TEFirar
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1)y August 1967
SECRET-NOFORN
From: Jemmanding Offieer
To: Comnander, Task @roup Ssver. Nine Point Four
subj: After Acticn Report, Operation Beacon Guide; Submission of (U)
Ref: Annex te CTG 79,L Operatier Plan 1204-67

#ncl:s /(1) Chronology of Significant Events
v(2) Analysis of Helicopter Opsrations
v(3) Statistical Summary

1. In accordance with Ref (a), Enclesures (1), (2), and (3) are
o submitted.

2., This letter may be downgraded to urelassified upen remcval of
inclosures (1), (2), and (3).
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CERONOLOG DT, 51U ETACANT VAVIS

21 dJuly 1967

At 0730, sirteen UH-3LD helicopters ccimenced lifting elements of
ELT 1/3 inte LZ Guail (AU 815025), The LZ was quiet with no eneay fire
encountered,

At approrinately O?3OT,elements of the Fli-ht he an moving elenents
“rom the 7155 Dyluth LPD=6 into LZ 4Wren (AU 063028), Io “ire was encoun-
tered in this zone and the iajor part of the 1i*t was completed by 11354,

A detachment of 3 U7-1i's from 7.0-6 loz ed 18.1 howrs “lvin TAC(4)
and armed esaort for the operation,

22 July 1967

Sguadron alrceraft were chiefly vtilized “lving rosvpply Srom the
L3A established at a: 806018 to vayricus companies o the SLT. Other
missions included G&C and ..ed-fvacs, o iire ineidents were reported
during the day.

23 July 1967

Squadron aircra’™ flew the normal resupply, C%G, .ed-dvac and
administrative missions, No 7ire incidents were reportec for *he day
but there were two aircrait incidents. 7L-32 sustained minor damare
in an en azeanent mishap abcard LPI-3. TL-38 received dailate to rotor
blades on an a proach to a conined zene at AU £31076.

2L July 1967
H.1i~362 flew the :ezularly ass- ned missions in support oo the

SLF with no incidenvs oc:urrin . Twe (I-h6's 1.z ed 3 hours while trans-
porting a radio relar van to :U £08021,

25 July 1967

Sguadron aireraft flew ras pply, C&C, .ied-Fvac and administrative
migsions in support o the opera-ion, fne H-3LD (7L-LL) flyin a re-
supply mission from the L34 to a hi:h con’ined zone at YD 157055

dama: ed the tail rotor on appro-ch aad .ashed, rolling 100-200 meters
down the moun ainside, One crewaemher sustained miner injury.
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26 July 1967

Another day of normal supportinz missicns wes logsed by the
squadron, o incidents were recorded hut cdifficulty in resupply
to confined hill top zones resulted in use of external supply leading,

27 Ju@z_1967

No fire or aircraft incidents were recorded on another day of
routine resupply, Med-Evac and administretive missions,

At 1609H YL-hl was removed from erash zone at YD 157655 by a U.Se
Army H-Gl and transported to iiarble nowntain air Facility.

28 July 1967

Operational support by Hifil-~362 continued with no significent
eccurrences.,

29 July 1967

AT QéBOH,sixteen UH~34D!'s launched teo pick up "Dt 2/26 at Hue
Phu Bal for an insert as a blocking force at LZ Hawk (YD 95113L).
The aircraft coutinued to move BLT 1/3 from LZ Oriole (2ZD 14,9833),
L7 Bagle (2D 138018), & LZ Goose (ZI' 163368) to LZ Sparrow (¥D 99613L).
The move was completed at approximately 1230H. :Jo fire was resorted by
any aircraft. Squadror aircraft flew resupply, lied-@Evac and administrative
missions in the afternesom. A ‘diwision of L UH~34D's alseo wcved "W
Battery from Hue Phu Bal to LPH-3, :

3C July 1967

The day began with squadron aircraft handling normal support
migsions, Am emergency back-lead ef the ELT began with 16 aircraft + 2. CH-L6's
lainching at 13CH, The movement was from YD 975166 to LPH-3 and
LPp-$. No fire was reported during the back-load and it was completed
hy 1820H, '
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JICOPTIR CPARATIONS

1. General

leliconter operations were concucted irom the J35 Okinawa (LPH~3)
during the ent:re Beacon Guice Oneration, Hue Phv Pal wes used as a
supplonentary refuelinz point., .ost o7 the resupnly was conducted from
inland LSA's. Weather had no adverse e ect on the operation. Coumu~
nication o7 helicopters was acequate to good.

2. Analys.s

& ellcopter Jtiligation. Although helicopters weren't ubtilized
{0 an extent o 1naose amr ecessive burden on the sguadron, tiere werse
instances waen arrcrait could have been more effect:vely utilized. On
nany occaslons four and six gircra’t were irag ed to perform nissions that |
could hrve been handled by two,

D, pJJﬂJn}”atTOLS and Coorc nathn. No major probleas were encountered
rn cow*wnigduLbbé chiefl~ Yecause o. the low amount o traf ic on tre nets.
The use of pancls supilsaented br siclie, proved satisfactorr in aariing of
landines zones., Coucmnications throu hout the opera ion were £ood and were
. liwited nostly by dirfficulties with transmitting and receivine sets.

c. Operations o lozisbic sup:orth area. The inland L3A proved effec~
tive in resun.lvin: sup-orted coubat units. No insuvrmountable problems
were wet in coor..natina Local res p:ly., There were winor problems en-
countered in helico*te' vtilization ot this was generally cauvsed oy
coanicaton éif.:culties Metween the HST and ground units.

0 pompanies. Prchlemns norilally incuried Curing resupply

becane even more (if.icult due to the berrain of the landin, zones. .any

tie zon:is wer:z comined by obstacles on all sices and ab altitudes
ranging o 40O ueters. The zones were i1l preprred b~ use ol hombs Irom
air strikes anc other explosves. The hirh density altitude plus the
conlineC gounes mde any ef ective loading of helicopters ¢if7icult. Tive
a“rcraft were cdalaged, two substantiall, 'nder these conditions. The
problea could have been corrected w th more care in selacting and preparing
helriconter landing zones.

C. liesup

3. Conclus ons, The wo major 1:7ts went s1ootnly ana ef.iciently.
Terrain Factors permitied the sqmadron to accoicdate the LT with the
progressive movemeot . of the initial off-load into pones mowing with ad<
vancing crounc unitsé The greatest problen area was the °enerally unsat-
isfactov” resuppl;” zones. This was ‘e to unsatisiactory terrain, consis-
ting of precipitous slopes and inccequate preparation o- zones.
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STATISTICAL SUILUARY -

o ———— e

OPZLATION B_ACON GUIDE
DATZ SORTLIS PAZ CARGD 10D~ WAG HOURS
21 JALy L2l 847 18.7 1 105.0
22 Jdly 105 139 S.1 8 32.8
23 duly 105 86 1l.2 NOW®E 31.1
24 July 81 9 10.5 NN Z 21.L
25 &uly 168 307 242 2 3L.0
26 July 195 122 2245 1 56,1
27 July 109 153 847 i 2541
20 July 138 243 &6 10 1.9
29 duly L82 968 Tel DN 3 1262
0 duly | _3h o 831 bl L2 Ll 82.8_ _
TOTAL 2,128 3,795 97.0 e C57.4
No. Aircraft Hit by Tnemy Fire NOW
No. Fire Incidents - KR NONE
No, Aircraft Danmaged or Destroyed Ooeratlonallj 3
No. Personnel wounded in Action NONE
Ne, Personnel Killed in Action NONE
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