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MARINE lVIEDIill1 HELICOPTER OOUADRON-362 

Marine Aircraft Group-15 
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade (Rein) 

@~©[!Al$$ll~~F@ San FranO'.isoo, California, 96602 

3: TEF:hloo 
003A22667 
J4 August'1967 

From: Commanding Offi9er 
To : Commander" Task' Group Seventy Nine Point Four 

Subj: Command Chronology; Submission of 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750(12 
(b) Gro 79 .. 4 Itr 3 :PJM:-jJlTl over 5750 dtd 5 April 1967 

Encl:. ../(1) Command Chronology for the period 28 Jlll1e 1967 to 31 
JU~l, 6}-.-f}-- I J • (~'l' .' JaJ A ~ ~t}~ OjQn!'ItJ,ihv (i3~CH"U;\.i~~.\~ eLf" 

1. In accord nee with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is 
submitted. 

2. This letter is down graded to unclassified upon removal of 
enclosure (1). /) /! "~ 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

, (C)1.Orga,ni~ationq1 pata: 
(fl) "Reporting Unit' 

, (b) Location 
( ¢) Repl1)rting 
(d) Commanding ,Officer 
,~~) ~ecutive Officer 
(r) Qperations'Officer 
(g) Administrative Officer 
(h) lntelligence Officer, 
(i) Logistics Officer: , 
(j) Ale Maintenance Officer 
(k) AViation 'Safety Officer 
(1) Flight Surgeon' , ' 

HMM-362 .. 
s:LF, USS Okinawa ; 
28 June 67 to.31 July 1967 
N~ J ~ Kapetan, LtC01, USMC 
'L~ J. Flanagan, ',Ma1,USMC 
J ~ A.. ilotRJ'/ MaJ ,USI'lC ,,:: 
T~ E. fish~ :11'~, 'USMC :,' 
]). K. Kawalek,,, lstLt,. USMC 
w~ ,1!~ H~eB, McJ~VSMC: 
E. H. MO#~, )4,aj, U~MC. ' 
H'. A~ ~ee~er; :;~aj ,':: USMU 
w. F. Devoo .. Lt,'VSN 

." " i' " , 

',' '" 
, , 

2. Task Organizatio~ and Unit Locatipn: 

11A0:-15 (Rein), 9th MAE, sLr, uss Okinawa 
~8 ~une to 31 Jul~ 1967 " 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

During this period, HMM-362, located aboard the USS Okinawa, was 
under operational control of the Third Marine ~hibious Force. The 
primary activities during this period were administrative and logistic 
flights in support of Task Group 79.4 and direct support of Operations 
uBear Claw/Buffalo/Hick017 II and Beacon GuideU 

PART III 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

28 June 1967 ... (5) Flight Time 25.7 
Sorties 127 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: On load of Squadron 

29 June 1967 .. (3) Flight Time 0.3 
Sorties 2 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Flying Was limited to two test flights. 

30 ,~ 1967 .. (5) Flight Time /.jl.8 
Sorties 545 
Fire Incidents 0 
Conunents : Time waS logged flying day and night carrier 

qualifications 

1 July 1967 ... (S) Flight Time 41.6 
Sorties 492 in routine support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Routine administrative flights and practice 

carrier landings. 

2 July 1967 - (S) Flight Tilne 6.7 
Sorties 8 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Routine Administrative flights 

3 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 99.6 
Sorties 682 
Fire Incident s 1 
Hit Incidents 0 
Comments: Landed BLT in LZ Hawt\ (YD 146693) 
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4 JulJr 1967 - (S) Flight TilIle 68 • .3 
Sorties 181 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Ooritinued sUpport of Operation Bear Claw/Battalo 

5 July 1967;.. (s) Fllght Tine 6$.9 
Sorties 181 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Cpntinl1ed suw~t of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo 

6,3~ 1967 - (S) Flight Time 48.2 
SOrti,es 17011'), suppopt of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Conunents: Continued support Of Operations Bear Claw/Buffalo 

? July 1967 ..;; (5) Flight Time 54.8" .. . . 
Sorties 161 :iJl sUPPQrt of '1U 79.4 
Fire Incidentsl 
lU,t Incident s 1 
Casualties 0 
Comments: Continued support of OperRtions Bear Claw/Buffalo 

8 July 1967 - \$) Flight T.lme 61.9. 
Sorties. 179 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incident s 1 
Hit lncidents 1 
Casualties 1 
comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo. 

Six aircraft were hit by schraprel frQll mortars . 
while in refueling pits at Do~ lin resulting in 
1 minor injury. 

9 July 1967 "'" (5) Flight Time 35.7 
Sorties 11.3 in support of TQ 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation .Bear Claw/Buffalo 

10 Ju4r 1967 - (S} Flight T:ime 29.0 
SOrties 101 in support of tG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 1 
CaalUllties 2' 
COl1ll1ents: Continued support of'Qperatiotis Bear Claw/ Buffalo. 

One aircraft received schrapnel hits while on 
night med-evao stand-by at Dong Ra. Two crew 
members were \founded. 
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11 July 1967 - (S) Flight T:ime 21.8 
Sorties 62 in support of 'ffi 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo 

12 July 1967 - (S) Flight 'l'lme 24.5 
Sorties 62 in support of TO 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 

. Comments: Continued 5 upport of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo 

13 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 37.5 
Sorties 81 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Buffalo 

14 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 20 0 7 
Sorties 52 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/BuffalO 

15 July 1967 - (5) Flight Time 27.2 
Sorties 88 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/Hickory IT 

16 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 25.6 
Sorties 44 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incident s 0 
Comments: Continued support of Dper ation Bear Claw /Hiokory II 

17 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 15.2 
Sorties 33 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 1 
Hit Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Bear Claw/H1ckor,y II 

18 J~ 1967 - (5) Flight Time 26.6 
Sorties 22 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Administrative and Instrument time logged. 

19 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 13.6 
Sorties. 35 in support of 'ffi 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Administrative flights in Phu Bai area 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

-
@~@~Ml~~aWa~lID 

?O J~ 1967 - (S) Flight Time 34.6 
Sorties 81 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Administrative flights in Phu Ba.i area 

21 Ju~ 1967 - (5) Flight Time 10,.4 
Sorties 421 in support of TO 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Initial strike of Operation Beacon Guide 

22 July 1967 - (S) Flight 'Time 32.8 
Sorties 105 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide 

23 J~ 1967 - (S) Fligllt Time 31.1 
Sorties 105 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide 

24 July 1967 - (s) Fll'ght Tim.e 21.4 
Sorties 81 in support of ro 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Connnents: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide 

25' 'July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 34.0 
,'.. sorties 168 in support of TG 79.4 

Fire Incidents a 
, 'COmments: Continued's'upport of Operation Beacon Guide 

. ,', . ",' -;",'] ,., . ,.',,' 

26 July 1967 - ($)'Flight Tiine 56.4 . . ...' 
Sorties' ;, ' ': 195' in' support of TO 79 ~ 4 . 
Fire Incident s 0 
COmt11~nts: Contiriu.ed support of Operation .Beacon Guide 

27 July 1967 - (s) FlightTiine 2'~. , . 
Sorties' " 109 in suPport of'TG?9.4 
Fir(l Incidents, 0, 
Conune~s: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide 

, • , • .: • • ,", • j • ~ , , , • • • 

28 July 196 7 - (S) Flight T±1ne, 41.9 .' . ." '. '. . 
Sorties' . . 1..36, in' support of 'lU 79 ~4' , , 
Fire Incidents 0, 
Comments: Oont'inued support of Operation Beacon Guide 
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29 Jul\Y 1967 - (S) Flight Time 126.2· 

Sorties 482 in support of TG 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Continued support of Operation Beacon Guide 

Strike from (ZD 138018), (ZD 163068) and 
(ZD 149033) to (YD 996134). 

30 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time 
Sorties 

82.8 
324 as "Clnadron pariieiilated in back 

load of BLT 
Fire Incidents 0 
Conunents: Emerg~cy back load from "Beacon Guide 1t area 

31 July 1967 - (S) Flight Time Jf5. 7 

, . 

Sorties 39 in routine support 'lU 79.4 
Fire Incidents 0 
Comments: Administrative flights in Dong Ha area 
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,OPERA TlONAtS~ TISTICs , 

28 June - 31 J-uly 1961 
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SECRET-lIJJF0m~ 

j:-IA.En~E i·iiIlIUi.I IIELIOJPT1R SQmu::WN-362 
i'Brine AircT2.ft Grou?'I'"15 

9th I·larine Amphibi'Jus Erigadc, (Rein) 
FPO San /rancisco, Cali.i:or flia , 96602 

From: C<lmmanding Officer 
To: Com\nand8r~ Task Group S'1ver. Nine Point FOllr 

3:TEF;rar 
3480 
tit August 1967 

subj: After Action Report, Operation Beacon Guide; Submission of (U) 

Ref: Annex tc CTG 79.4 Operatior: Pl~ 120A-67 

Enel: v(l) Chronology of Significant E'rents 

1. 

2. 

1#( 2) :inalysis of Helicopter Cp&rations 
y(J) Statistic8.1 Summary 

In accordance {nth Ref (a), EnclosllY'es (1), (2), and (3) 8.re 
submitted. . 

This letter may be downgraderl to unolassified uprm re;n:::va1 of 
3nclosures (1), (2), and 0). 
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Ii t 0730, si~-:teen JH-34.D helicopters CCil"ilenced lifting elements of 
BLT 1/3 into LZ:iuail (AU 815025). The U', ,.as qUj.et lnth no ene:,lY fire 
encolL'1tered. 

At appro:-inately O~JO"-, ele'iler.ts of the :::1:i_ l1t l:,e an m,)7in~: ele~lents 
?yom the 'ISS Duluth LPD-6 into LZ :!vren (4..U 889020). ]';0 :'he Lvas encoun­
tered in this zone and trH:! lajor pClrt of' the li--t ~J,"lS cOT;"!.pletecl b;T l135:{. 

A detachr,;ent of J C: -1 ~l S :'rom;r "~)-6 lOG ed lR.l hOlll'sl'-in; 1'AC(f-l.) 
anc. ar:ned es '~ort for the o~Jerat:_on. 

3qu8dr::m a~rcrdrtl""Gl"e ch:_e:El~T LctiL.zed:T:rinL: r,-,sL'pply _:rom the 
L.:3A. established at _ii.' eG6u18 to 'Tal'ic:-,s companies 0_ t1-'G ':"JLT. ot':er 
-nissions included CIleC and _,ed-ii}racs. li'Q :'.ire incidents lv-ere relJorted 
dLl_ring tll.e qay. 

-Squadron aircra"t-;'lew the nOr'ilal res\1~}p17, C';'C, ,ed-:5v"ac and 
o.dmj.nistr'at.ive missions .i'~-o :!~ire incidents were reportec~ for "the day 
but there were two aircra:,:t incidents. E-32 s',)stain8C~ minor da'-i1a~ e 
in an en: a::e:l1ent m::'shap aboard. LPH-3. ~l1-38 recei7ed da;12~e to rotoI' 
blades on an a rroach to a con::';i,ned zone at AU [.)1076. 

rL .. i-362 flel" the :_ e:~t"!.larlI ass- .. ned missions in sup~')ort o. the 
SLF wit:] no inciden",s Oc ;url"in. 'l'wo m-46 I s L c_ ec~ 3 h8urs whilo trans­
pOl"tin;; a radio relazr van toll 808021. 

Squadron a:1,rr;raft flew l''?S pply, ct::;, .~(?d-svac and arininistrative 
mis.:-;ions in support 0' t"e opera'i'.:m. rlne }-{-J4D (lL-44) flyin: a re­
supply mission from the L.:3A to a h:,h C'Jn::i.ncd zone at YD 157055 
dama; ed Vle tail yotor on e> .. pPYO" ch a'1d :. ashed, Yollin:::, 100-200 ',neters 
down t'.l e m01ln ainside. One CTevF,1eJl~}er s Llstainec: '11inor inJ Llry. 
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26 July 1967 

Another day of normal sl.l.pportin;o; 'nissions was log~ed by the 
squadron.. :.To incidents were recorc~ecl but difficulty in resupply 
to conf':ned hill top zones resultec, in '.lse of external supply leading. 

l'JO fire or air~raft incidents were recorded on another day of 
routine resupply, :tlied-Evac and administri.:,tiTe 1nissions. 

At 16o~H YL-44wdS removed fram erash zone at YD 157e55 by a U.S. 
Army H-54 and transported to darble iJioLlntaindr J:i'acility. 

28 Jn1y 1967 

Opera.tional support by Hi-lI1-362 continued l"lith no si[;nifice.nt 
occurrences. 

29 July 1967 

AT 0630H, sixteen UI1-34DI s launched to pick up UIlIt 2/26 at Hue 
Phu Bai for an insert as a blocking force at 12 HR1t.Tk (YD 951134). 
The aircraft continued to move BLT 1/3 from LZ Oriole (ZlJ 149033), 
1Z Eagle (ZD 1}8018), & L2 Goose (zr· 163)68) to L2 SparTow (YD 996134). 
The mOYe- Has comp19ted at approxima.tely 12JOH. :10 fire was re;·.iorted by 
an/ aircraft. Squadrol', aircraft fIe., resuppJg, hed-1iNac anG. ac~ministrative 
Tnissionil in the afternoo~ • .A'dirlsion of 4 DH-34D t s also moved rr·\V'1l 
Battery from Hue Phu Bai to LPH-3~ 

30 July 1967 

The daT began~;ith squadron aircraft handling normal support 
miliisions, Aa emergency back-load Qf the ELT began 14ith 16 aircra,ft + 2 CH-46 1 s 
lai.mching at 14300. The movement W2.S from TIl 975166 to LPH-3 and 
LP:D..(;. No fire was re~)orted during t:-Je bacl<:-load B.nd it ftlets cO·i1pleted 
by 182OH:, 
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1. General 

HelicOlJter o)erations N'el"e conc~u cted :::rom the J33 O~cinawa (LJ?H -3) 
during the ent re Beacon Guide O)e~at:.cn. Hue Ply,' I:ai ",J28 u.sed as a 
snppl'';'.nenta:cV refu81in;l: point..:ost 0:: the resuP:ll.:' HaS concltwted from 
inland L3;\' s~ liTeath8r had no adverse e:::::ect on the operation. CO',lmu­
nication o:c helicopte~swas a(eqllate to good. 

a. n"el.ic.op.!-_e.t •. ~-!..t~~.;L.z._Cl..t"Jy.r: ..... l.ltllOUgh helicoptersweren' t utilized 
to an e;ctent to iCi1lJOse anf e:::cessive burden on th~ squadl'on, t;.lere were 
ilstanc8S "JlGn a.rcra:~t COL:lc( have been more efiect:velf utilized. On 
,lany occasions :CoL1r and six aircJ:a:it W8Le irag ec~ to :Jerfor<ll ':,lissions t~lat 
~OLllcl. k ve been harlCned bf two~ 

b. .C.o:i~·ll.~~n.i.c.a.t.j . .o!'.s. H.n.d ... C.o.or.(j.?a!.i.c.n.~~ No i"lajor problO":1S were encoL1ntered 
::n cO"Ll:mica'G~tons chieflcr becanse 0 the low aJnount 0 C" traf ic on t1::e nets. 
108 "se of panels SLlp,',lc:: ,1cntec". b:: r s~i18l:e, proved saovisfactor r j.n ',lar>:inr, of 
laDc.:'.110 zones. Co':a"lmicatiol1s throll llO:'lt the o:lJera \onvJere G;ood and were 
lL,lJ.ted ~lOstly bzr c~i:::?iclllt:j.es,r~;.th tnmsmittin, a,)C1 receivinc sets. 

c. 9pe!?-.t.i.0.n.s_.o;~_}~I)L.' ~s.t~.c .. 3?F :.OJ .t .. a.r.e.§l~_ '.Cbe in land 1311 lJroved eff ec­
t:.ve in resu~).l.;rJ..n~ sup.,crted c8',ibat '.m~.ts. 11)0 insi..'.rmounta})18 jJro~)le·.l1S 

were 'ilet in coor.nating local res '·i\17. There Were lilinor proble'ras en­
cou.ntered in he:c.ico~;te:. uttli:z·at~i.1)11 >t this was generally caused 'J;;'~ 

CO,.~ilililnicat:.on di:;::.cult:·.es '.'etween t:~le H..:3T and f-round lwits. 

d. ~,.e.s"up?!-? .0:_ .o?:ilp'a.D.~ .. e.s!.. PTC'.) le.ils nor:,la ll~r incun eO. c. urins; resL1PlJ ly 
1)2Caile even:,lO:ce C:.iLicult d.ue to t~le t01"ra:::..n o:~' the l(Jnc.~.:L.n: zones. .1si.ny 
0:: t'le zone.S tlel' 3 con:c.nec. bI obstacles ::m all s~.c:.es al1c~ at al t:;.tuc~es 
ranginG; to 400,leters. T~l:~ Z0n8G 'Tore ~.ll prep.~.rec'c b' l'se 0: 1Jo'ubs frO:,l 
a:::..r strikes ano other e:'l)los .ves. Th:: h=<h densitr a.lEtude plus the 
con·:i.nec~ zones 'Hc~e C'n~T e:e:-.8ct:.ve l'J2c'ing of heL.copters c1.i:t'~.cL11t. Five 
a:Jc"a:':'t,vere c~a lagee, t{vO s~lbsGanL.all:rj 'nder these conditions. The 
1)ro1)le:l coulc' have ')een C0rrectec'. vrth OllOre Care in se12ctinE~ ane'. pr epari:ag 
heLcc'Jycer land:;.n~ zones. 

3~ .C.O?C!-.l~S. ?D.S_f The ,{va maj'.)r l:.'.ts went s,loothly and eficiently. 
Terrain :::'actors jJeTnitt2c~. tl12 sCl"adron to acco'~,lOdate the;"LT with the 
progres,siv8 movenellt of the initial on-load into ?on8S mOving with ad....! 
vancillG :~.,rounc. un:.ts' rlne greatest pro:)le·.,l aJ: eo. was the generally unsat­
:Ls:c·acto:.:;'· rest:ppl:" zones. Tb5.swcl.s."e to unsatisi:act~:J:':.7 terrain, c:msis­
ting 0:::' precipitQllS slopes eme: inr:c'.eq\1a-Ce preparation 0: zones. 
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ST',A.TI3TIGH SUH'Ltl.l~Y 
- • _._' .. ' .... o. ••• _______ 

OP.:!1.ATIOl-J B~AOOH GUIDE _< ______ ........ _____ n .... __ 

DAT::£ .:PHTHS PA~ CMtGO ... iZD-EVAo- HOUHS ......... --""'- -- .. o. •• '_o. _., ......... - .. - ... 

21 JUly 421 847 18.7 1 105.1.1-

22 JuO-,Y 105 139 5.1 8 32.8 

23 Ju1:r lOS 86 11.2 NON:2; 31.1 

24 July 81 99 10.5 ~\J)N ,i; 21.4 

25 tuly 168 307 2.2 2 3L~.o 

26 July 195 122 22.5 14 56.1+ 

27 July 109 153 8.7 4 25.4 

20 July 138 24.3 6.6 10 41.9 

29 July 482 968 7.1 ''lJN 3 126.2 

- JO _J~ly J2g _0-2,1 ~.~ 2 ~2~8 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
, TDTAL 2,128 3,795 n.e he S57.4 

No. Aircraft Hit by ',!,;nemy Fire NJH,': 
lifo. Fire Incidents "'I NONE 
l~o. Aircraft n:, ',uged or Destro]ed O;,Jerationally 3 
No. Pe:tsonnel l~ounded in Action NONE 
l~C. Personnel Killed in Act:'_on ilJOIIJE 
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