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Command Chronology 1 April to 15 April 1968 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. SQUADRON STAFF 

Commanding Officer l.:laj or W. H. SHADER JR. 

Elcecutive Officer Major E. A. HOUSE 

Administrative Officer Captain G. W. RUSSELL JR. 

Operations Officer Captam c. S. CRAIvlP ION 

Intelligence Officer Captain R. E. BELL 

Logistics Officer Cap tam G. G. A}l}1STRONG 

Maintenance Officer IstLt J. H. GARERICK 

2. LOCATION 

1-15 April 

1-15 April 

1-15 April 

1-15 April 

1-15 April 

1-15 April 

1-15 April 

a. 'Ihroughout the reporting period, Hl'li:1-362 functioned as a heliCOpter 
transport squadron attached to fiIarine Aircraft Group 36. 

b. ffivjlvJ-362 was located at HCAF phu Bai, RVN, 1-15 April 1968. 

3. AVERAGE HON'lliLY STRENG'JH 

OFF 
Li'5" 

4. JlVlPORTAli! T VISI'IORS 

NONE 

ENL OFF 
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PART II 

During the reporting period, 1-15 .April 1968, mn.V{-362, located at 
l1CA.F Phu Bai, was under the operational control of l'Iarine Aircraft Group 36. 
The primary activities during this period were day and night I1edevacs, 
combat resupply, VIP chase, administrative and logistic missions. 

HIvIlvI-362 was in direct support of operation Pegasus during the first 
half of the month of April. Two aircraft from this squadron were kept on 
station 24 hO~lrs a day at CaLu through a period characterized by bad 
weather a majority of the time. 'lhe aircrafts primary responsibility there 
was medevac, but were also used for resupply and troop lifts. 

Al though restricted by aircraft malfunctions and poor ( .. eather, HlIll-362 
still flew well over 500 hours and completed successfully its assigned 
missions. 
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PART III 

1 .April - 2 UH-34D from fu':"1-362 larmched under extrememly poor vlsibili ty 
and low ceilings to t,al~e emergency medical supplies to CaLu. 
1he mission was successfully completed. 

8 .April - "wnile in support of Operation Pegasus one aircraft from HHi.:i-362 
re.ceiv-ed extensive bat-tae daulage resulting in a forced landing. 
All crewrnembers were uninj\1red and the aircraft was successfully 
recovered. 

11 April - One UH-34D of Hl'.iH-362 had to make an immediate precautionary 
landing due to a malfunctioning engine. ']he crel'] and aircraft 
1-1ere successfully recovered. 

10-13 .April - ~..J(lile in support of Operation Pegasus, two aircraft of Hl"iIi-362 
flew 16 medevac missions evacuating 46 combat casual ties. 

15 April - HlViH-362 successfully deployed from }lCAF phu Bai to the USS hJO 
J"ima to support SLF "A". 
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PART IV 

OPllRATIOl'lAL STATISTICS 

n. IGH T DiI. TA 1-15 APR 68 HOUS'ION P.l:!lJASUS 

Flight HOlll3s 517.1 106.7 109.7 
Sorties 1,7fJ3 434 518 
Pax/Troops 1,146 229 480 
Tons of Cargo 70.1 36.6 12., 
l"ledevacs 285 35 102 
Casual ties 0 0 0 

Al',jARDS 

a. Six lJurple IIearts and one single missioc. Air ~·Iedals ,.,ere awarded 
during the period 1-15 April 1968. 

-
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Command Cl'lronology 15 April to 30 April 1968 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL Dil. TA 

1. ~Ul\.DRON STAFF 

Commanding Officer Major 1tJ'. H. SHAUER. JR. 15-30 April 

Execu ti ve Offi cer Maj or E. fl.. HOUSE 15 .. 30 Ilpril 

Administrative Officer Captain G. Trl. RUSSELL JR. 15-30 April 

Operations Officer Captain C. S. aI ll.NP ION 15-30 !tpril 

Intelligence Officer Captain R. E. BELL 15-30 April 

Logistics Officer 'Ct'.ptai:':l G. W. AFJ-iS'IRDNG 15-30 April 

Maintenance Officer IstLt J. H. GARERICK 15-30 April 

2. LOCI\TION 

a. Throughout the reporting period, Hi'1H-362 functioned as a helicopter 
transport squadron assigbed to Ivlarine Aircraft Group 15 (REJN), under the 
operational control of eID 79.4 SLF "1.11. 

b. HMM-362 was located aboard the USS Iwo Jima, LPH-2, 15-30 1968. 

3. .iWERAGE MON'lBLY STR~ 

US"1C 
OFF 
46 

ENL 
252 

4. IMPORTI.NT VISI'IORS 

OFF 
T 

USN 
ENL 
T 

Cllief of staff Ninth MAB, Col J. A. E'IHERIOOE, UgtIC. 

...., 
r ijOO~\L~~~~W~~® 1 , -
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PliRT II 

NliRRATIVE SUMMARY 

During the reporting period, 15-30 .April 1968, ffi1M-362 located aboard 
the USS Iwo Jima, LPH-2, was under the operational c~ntrol of em 79.4, 
SLF "A". 1he primary activities during this period were day and night 
medevac, combat resupply, and administrative and logistic missions. 

HMH-362 was in direct support of IlLT 2/4 engaged in Operations Fortress 
II/Napoleon/Saline during this period. All missions were in support of 
these operations. 

During operation Napoleon/Saline on the night of 28 April, the lead 
aircraft on night medevac landed at YD 252713 at 1)130. '!he aircraft up­
on landing received intense automatic weapons and hand grenades. f~l 
manbers of the crew were hit, the pilot was hit in the left eye which he 
lost. The co-pilot tf)ok control of the aircraft and was able to take off 
and proceed to a more secure area where the wingman picked up all the 
crewmen and medevacs and returned them to the ship. The medevac mission 
was completed and the pilot medevaced to o::>NUS. The rest of the crew 
received only minor wounds and recovered quickly. 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART III 

SEQUENTI!:.L LISTING OF SIGNIFICIJ'JT EVEl\lTS 

15 April ~ The Squadron completed deployment to USS Iwo Jima, LPH-2, While 
completing commi ttments for r1AG-36. 

16 April - Carrier Qualifications for pilots. 'Ihirty pilots Day Carrier 
Qualified and eight Night Carrier Qualified aboard the USS Iwo 
Jima. Also, four standard missions completed. The Squadron 
accomplished 285 shipboard la.ttd:i:n2:s, setting a ship 1 s i'ecord 
for· numbe:r of landings in one day for the period 1966 through 
i.pril 1968. This period covered includes two Vietnam cruises 
for the ship& 

17 April - Continued Day and Night Carrier Qualification. Completed all 
regularly assigned missions. 

18 April - Completed Day and Night G..'1X'rier Qualifications of pilots. Com­
pleted all assigned missions. 

19 April - Flew MajGen STI11/JELL to Hoi An and completed all assigned mis­
sions. 

23 April - O1ief of staff 9th M!\.B flown in from Danang, Col E'lHERIDGE, 
U~IC, new as co-pilot with Maj .:flAUER, c.o. Hi'1M-362. 
Capt JEil10US made the Lh,OOOth landing aboard the USB lwo Jima. 

28 April - Lead aircraft on night medevac received intense automatic wea­
pons fire and a hand grenade. E'Teryone in the aircraft inclu­
ding the medevl'lcs were hit. The co-pilot flew the aircraft 
out to a more secure zone ,where the wingman extracted everyone. 

30 April - Eight fire incidents occurred involving 2 aircraft. The fire 
was small arms and mortars, but no hits. 

-
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1. FLIGHT DAT1\. 

Flight Hours 
Sorties 
pax/Troops 
Tons of Cargo 
lVledevacs 
Casualties 

PART IV 

OPERATIONAL STATISTICS 

15-30 fJ'R 68 

660.6 
2,552 
2,117 

Shipboard Landings (Day) 
ShipBoard Landings (Night) 

70.1 
155 

5 
932 
151 

2. AWJ'lRDS 

ao 115 Ci tiations for Air Hedals. 

FDRTRESS II/NAPOLEON/ SALm E 

660.6 
2,552 
2,117 
70.1 
155 

5 
932 
151 
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